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WELCOME TO PARKDALE

Welcome to Parkdale United
Church. We enjoy meeting you
and being together in ministry.

If you are visiting, please ask for
a copy of the „Welcome to Parkdale‟ edition of the Messenger. It
has a striking goldenrod cover.
Please take a copy home to read.
We hope you will come again for
worship and fellowship.

Parkdale‟s congregation responds
to God‟s call and Jesus‟ teachings by:
a) Uniting in joyful worship as
an act of praise and gratitude, for inspiration and
guidance
b) Providing learning opportunities for the Christian
way of life and to enhance
Biblical literacy
c) Supporting one another
through pastoral care and
concern
d) Reaching out to people in
need
e) Promoting justice
f) Praying for guidance,
wisdom, and support.

Parkdale United Church
429 Parkdale Ave.
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 1H3
Telephone: (613) 728-8656
Fax: (613) 728-9686
E-mail: pdale@trytel.com
Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey: abailey@trytel.com
Melodee Lovering: melodeelovering63@yahoo.ca
Website: www.parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE

tion, fun and experiencing
both the historical and contemporary significance of this
part of the world.
This month also begins the
Season of Easter, having celebrated Resurrection Sunday
on March 31. In fact, it is from
this same apostle Paul, former
persecutor of
the nascent
Christian movement turned
primary evangelist of the
Christian gospel,
from whom we
get the earliest
references to
the resurrection
of Jesus.

This month I will be leading
a group of nineteen, mostly
Parkdalers, to Greece on a
pilgrimage tour. You might
remember that this time last
year I invited the people of
Parkdale to indicate who
might be interested in such a
trip. Well here
we are a year
later. We will be
following in the
footsteps of the
apostle Paul as
he established
Christian communities in Macedonia – modern day Greece.
In addition to
some of the famed Greek islands, we will be visiting
places such as Athens, Corinth, Thessaloniki, Ephesus
(western Turkey), and Kavala
(formerly known as Neapolis,
which is very close to Philippi)
– where Paul, accompanied by
Silas, Luke and Timothy, first
set foot in Europe. We are
very much looking forward to
this time of learning, spiritual
enrichment, fellowship, reflec-

For what I received I
passed on to you as of first
importance: the Christ died
for our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day according to the
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to
the Twelve…But if it is
preached that Christ has been
raised from the dead, how can
some of you say that there is
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dead by God, while others
suggest the notion of Jesus‘
resurrection arose from the
disciples experiencing heightened imagination and visions
of his continuing existence.
Still others believe it really
doesn‘t matter or that it is just
a concocted tale.
I believe it matters and is
worth wrestling with. It matters to our faith, it matters to
the way we engage with the
teachings of Jesus relative to
love, hope, justice, compassion, faith-sharing, pastoral
care, the conduct of funerals
and grief work with the bereaved, the configuration of
our economies, our peacemaking, our politics, our artistic expressions and creativity.
Why? Because in raising Jesus
from the dead, God is essentially vindicating all that Jesus
came teaching, doing and proclaiming. Further, God is declaring that as powerful as
death is, God‘s power is
greater; that suffering, disease, injustice, abuse of
power, oppression, sin and evil
do not indeed have the last
word.
Why are our modern/
postmodern sensibilities so

no resurrection of the dead?
And if there is no resurrection
of the dead, then not even
Christ has been raised. And if
Christ has not been raised,
our preaching is useless and
so is your faith.

1 Corinthians
15:3-5, 12-14

Paul wrote this before the
gospels were written and note
that he is referring to passed
on accounts form eyewitnesses and contemporaries of
Jesus.
I know that this whole
business of the resurrection of
Jesus is a challenge for many,
I get that. I have struggled at
times with this over my life of
faith and ministry. In advanced theological and biblical
studies one is confronted with
seemingly compelling scholarship and arguments that cast
doubts on what one might
believe about Jesus‘ resurrection. I also know however,
that for others it is not only a
trusted doctrine, but an orienting feature of their faith.
How are we to understand
the resurrection? There are
some who hold to the view
that Jesus was bodily/
physically raised from the
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assaulted by the ‗fantastical‘
prospect of a resurrected Jesus? Why are we so mistrustful of the early historical
sources and what this meant
to the original followers and
the eyewitnesses? Many say
we cannot trust the
‗historicity‘ of these so-called
witnesses. Some authors,
scholars and others even go
so far as to claim that
Jesus never existed because
the sources claiming he did
are unreliable.
This is most curious. For
instance, just like Jesus, the
famous Greek philosopher
Socrates left behind no writings of his own. We are dependent upon his disciple
Plato for most of what we
know about Socrates‘ teaching
and life. Similarly, we are dependent on the witness of Jesus‘ disciples and the gospel
and epistle writers to discover
details of Jesus life and teaching. I don‘t hear the same detractors claiming that Socrates
did not exist. Further, the biblical sources as well as Roman
(Tacitus) and Jewish
(Josephus) sources referring
to Jesus are much, much
closer to the time Jesus lived

and taught than those that
refer to say Alexander the
Great. The earliest biographies
of Alexander the Great were
written by Arrian and Plutarch
in excess of four hundred
years after Alexander‘s death
and yet classical historians still
consider them reliable. Why a
double standard from some
historians when it comes to
Jesus? The New Testament
sources can be subjected to
the same historical criteria historians use while investigating
ancient history, like Thucydides‘ Peloponnesian War or

the Annals of Tacitus.
So back to the Resurrection. We have to ask what the
Jewish followers of Jesus
meant when they used the
word resurrection, not what
we, from our present-day vantage point think they must
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have meant by it. In Jewish
theology and teaching the
term resurrection had a very
specific meaning. It did not
mean immortality of the soul,
it did not mean some sort of
spiritual experience of an ongoing life, it did not mean life
after death in some disembodied form. It did not mean
reincarnation. It meant the
reversal of death and restoration to some kind of new bodily life. The body was involved, but transformed.
The ‗Jewish‘ disciples of
Jesus, though they did not
expect Jesus to be resurrected – after Jesus‘ crucifixion and burial some went
back to fishing, and the
women who came to perform
the ritual of anointing the
body with spices most certainly expected Jesus to stay
dead – certainly knew what
they were saying when they
employed that technical Hebrew term (T‘ciyat HaMetim;
in Greek, anastasis)to describe what happened. If Jesus body was still in the tomb,
which was well known to all
since it was being guarded by
Roman Soldiers, then claims
of him being raised could be
verified. In fact, an indirect

piece of evidence of the empty
tomb from those (the Chief
Priests) who would have been
all too pleased to point to Jesus‘ decaying body to refute
the disciples‘ claim is found in
Matthew 28.

While they were going, behold, some of the guard went
into the city and told the chief
priest all that had taken place.
And when they had assembled
with the elders and taken
counsel, they gave a sum of
money to the soldiers and
said, ―Tell people, ‗His disciples came by night and stole
him away while we were
asleep.‘…so they took the
money and did as they were
directed.
(vss 11-15)
So the earliest response of
the Jewish establishment was
not to deny the tomb was
empty, but to fabricate a story
about how it came to be so.
This presupposes that the
body was missing. Where did
it go??
From the biblical testimony,
it is clear that Jesus in this
resurrected existence was not
confined by our three dimensional laws of existence; he
was not at first always easily
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recognized; but there was
obvious continuity with his
former earth-bound life (e.g.,
wounds in hands and side –
John 20). The risen Jesus appears several times to select
individuals and groups. He
appears in a locked room
(John 20). He walks with two
of his followers for a couple of
hours and is not recognized –
and when he is recognized, he
vanishes (Luke 24). He appears in both Jerusalem (Luke
and John) and Galilee
(Matthew and John). He appears to Stephen in his dying
moments (Acts 7). He appears
to Paul in or near Damascus
as a brilliant light (Acts 9). He
appears to the author of
Revelation on the island of
Patmos off the coast of Turkey in the late 90s of the first
century (Rev. 1).
And then there is the incredible transformation of
some of the men and women
that followed Jesus before he
was crucified and buried. How
is this to be explained? In fact
it is this point that an orthodox Jewish Rabbi named Pinchas Lapide found most compelling and led him to the conviction that the God of Israel

raised Jesus of Nazareth from
the dead. In his book, Jewish

Perspectives on the Resurrection of Jesus, Rabbi Lapide

states ―The transformation of
the disciples of Jesus is the
greatest proof that they actually experienced the resurrection of their leader.‖ He goes
on to write:
"When this scared, frightened band of apostles which
was just about to throw away
everything in order to flee in
despair to Galilee; when these
peasants, shepherds, and fishermen, who betrayed and denied their master and failed
him so miserably, suddenly
could be changed overnight
into a confident mission society, convinced of salvation
and able to work with much
more success after Easter than
before, then no vision or hallucination is sufficient to explain
such a revolutionary transformation." (p.125)
(note: To be clear, Rabbi
Lapide is convinced that Jesus
was raised from the dead, but
he does not believe that he
was the Messiah.)
To conclude: I do believe in
the bodily/physical resurrec-
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tion and transformation of Jesus; the resurrected spirit/
body of Christ is in some mysterious way in continuity with
the historical earth-bound
body of Jesus Christ – the
―firstfruits‖, as Paul says. As a
preacher, I take Paul‘s words
seriously: ―if Christ is not
raised, then our preaching is
useless.‖ I also believe that of
necessity the resurrection of
Jesus had to have had spiritual – that which is ‗really real‘
– and mystical – the experience of that which is ‗really
real‘ – dimensions (to borrow
Marcus Borg‘s terms). For the
disciples of Jesus were also
moved to not only confess
that he was raised from the
dead, but that he is Lord and
Saviour. That confession led
to wholesale transformed lives
and missional conviction and
courage.
This is the point of embracing Jesus‘ resurrection: how
will we as the community of
Parkdale United now live and
serve and preach? The proof
really is in the living. And so
once again this year we are
reminded that God‘s Spirit is
calling us and empowering us
to live as ‗resurrection people‘;

undeterred by fear, apathy,
hardships from following in
the way of Jesus. With joy and
faith, we live, testify, love,
care, serve, advocate, bless,
and pray as those convinced
that the good news of the divinely vindicated way of Jesus
can and will transform and
mend lives and this world that
God so loves.
Let us go together as resurrection people, even if we do
not have it all figured out, for
it is God who goes with us.
Easter Blessings and
Resurrection Joy to you all,
Anthony
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Trying a new gig

Reverend Bailey tries out the mic…
at the CBC
CBC Ottawa Morning began a regular feature in March called
Freaky Friday, where the host, Robyn Bresnahan, would switch
jobs with a person in the community - on March 10th, Robyn assisted Rev. Bailey at Sunday worship; in turn, Rev. Bailey hosted
CBC Morning for an hour on March 15th.
Parkdale‟s Minister was a hit on CBC and received rave reviews. Check out Robyn‟s blog on the CBC Ottawa Morning for
details!
Here is Rev. Bailey in the studio. He didn‟t do it alone - several
members of his family and the congregation were there to provide
him support. Hidden in the background are Richard Hamley, Michelle Bailey, Judy Hamley, Wendy Bailey, Joanna Hamley and
Roger Coady.
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Birthdays in April
Our warmest
greetings to:
1st
2nd
3rd
3rd
7th
8th
8th
8th
9th
11th
11th
11th
12th
12th
12th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
15th
15th
15th
16th
17th

Sawyer Pinheiro
Allan Menzies
Andrea Faught
Eleyana Molepo-Stearns
Ellen McGuinty
Ellen Andrews
Peter Graham
Ethan Cale Johnson
Merle McCoy
Ike Goodine
Jane Rutherford
Margaret MacPherson
Brock Murchison
Noah Linton
Tristan dos Santos
Lorine Clement
Myracle Charley
Andrea Nelson
Karen Laurin
Benjamin Bosch
Gloria Anderson
Agnes Heaslip
Elizabeth Cheesbrough
William Morris
Rosemary Gibb

19th William Fitzgerald
19th James Parent
21st Beatrice Olson
22nd Nick Phillips
23rd Emi Vargatoth
25th Barbara Lawton
25th Susan Yearwood
28th Miranda Carey
29th Jacques Dicaire

If you would like your birthday to be
a secret, please let the office know
and we will leave you off the list.
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LECTIONARY

And from beyond the
pews...
A few of Parkdale’s snowbirds got
together in Florida last month to
share news from home and get
caught up on the happenings back at Parkdale United. The
Messenger was evidently part of the conversation, as you
can see from the photo!

Good Friday
March 29
13–13
Isaiah 52:13—53:12
Psalm 22
Hebrews 10:16–25
or Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9
John 18:1–19:42

Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 21
17–13
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9–17
John 10:22-30

Resurrection Sunday/Easter
March 31
14–13
Acts 10:34-43
or Isaiah 65:17-25
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:19–26
or Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1–18
or Luke 24:1-12

Fifth Sunday of Easter
April 28
18–13
Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35

Second Sunday of Easter
April 7
15–13
Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 118:14-29
or Psalm 150
Revelation 1:4–8
John 20:19-31

From left to right:
Joyce Hodgins and Joe Wilson, Marion and David Baird,
Katie and Al Keys, and Kathryn and Peter Meerburg.

11

Third Sunday of Easter
April 14
16–13
Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11–14
John 21:1-19
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IN FROM THE COLD
MINISTRY
UPDATE

ALL IN FROM THE COLD
VOLUNTEERS
POTLUCK SUPPER

In response to the often asked
question, “How many guests
did we serve on Saturday?”,
the following record tells the
tale...

To bring our Eleventh year to
a close (can you believe it?!)

Right Relations: Daring
to know more deeply
By Elise Mennie

Truth and Reconciliation Event
In last month‘s Messenger,
we saw how the government-funded and churchrun residential schools were
set up to enable assimilation by forcibly separating
children from their families
and communities. The
Truth and Reconciliation
Commission was set up as
part of the Residential
Schools Settlement Agreement negotiated between
the government, the
churches and about 80,000
living residential school survivors. The Commission‘s
mandate is to learn the
truth about what happened
in residential schools and
document this important
part of our history.
On April 24-27 the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission is holding its fifth national event in Montreal.
Admission is free and open
to the public. We are invited to participate as witnesses to learn about this

ALL In From The Cold volunteers are invited to participate
in a POTLUCK SUPPER

Nov. 10 140
Nov. 17 162
Nov. 24 144
Dec. 1 118
Dec. 8 126
Dec. 15 155
Jan. 5 128
Jan. 12 135
Jan. 19 133
Jan. 26 137
Feb. 2 101
Feb. 9 130
Feb. 16 137
Feb. 23 143
Mar. 2 123
Mar, 9 161
Mar. 16 164
Mar. 23 196

Thursday, April 4th, in Tape
Hall at 5:30 pm. (Please
mark your calendars.)

Life Arising
Artist: Aaron Paquette
www.bearclawgallery.com

This gathering will give us the
opportunity to meet together
as a group and have as guests
our local merchants without
whose generous support this
ministry would not be
possible.

An Aboriginal Lenten series
called ―Daring to know
more deeply‖ was held
over a period of weeks at
First United Church in
Westboro. It aimed to help
people better understand
the Aboriginal issues now in
the forefront of our country‘s political agenda and
discern possible actions for
justice. The series is now
complete.

Please come and bring a
salad, main course or
dessert.
TOGETHER with our community, we have carried out
this MINISTRY in
GRATITUDE for our many
blessings and as a way of expressing God‟s Love to others.

We give God thanks for every
volunteer, the Ottawa Food
Bank and our local merchants
who make this caring Ministry
possible.
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There is, however, an upcoming important opportunity to bear witness to the
legacy of Indian Residential
Schools.
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history and to express our
solidarity and desire for reconciliation.

ized birthday cards to send
to the event participants.
(Ottawa Presbytery will be
sending calls for involvement). Other fund-raising is
needed to help cover travel
expenses of survivors and
their descendants from outside Montreal. Donations
can be sent to Montreal and
Ottawa Conference and will
be receipted for income tax
purposes.

The main focus of the
event is to gather statements from residential
school survivors and their
descendants in the presence of non-Aboriginal witnesses. There will be sharing panels/circles, learning
centres and church archive
centres (including the
United Church) well as
documentary film viewing.
An ecumenical group of
churches will have a
Churches' Listening Corner
available for anyone wishing to connect with the
church and to hear the
church's apology in person.
The weekend will include a
birthday party for survivors
as in many cases they had
been given numbers instead of names and never
celebrated their birthdays.
Donations of cupcakes or
money are needed and
Sunday schools will be encouraged to make personal-

First United Church is organizing a bus for Friday
April 26th to travel from
Ottawa to Montreal departing at 6 am and returning
that evening. Cost will be
from $39 to $50 per person. To reserve a spot,
send an email to
office@
firstunitedchurchottawa.org
or phone 613-232-1016.

Book Club discussion of ―Speaking my Truth‖
For those of us not attending the Montreal event, there is
another learning opportunity: you can read the book
―Speaking my Truth: Reflections on Reconciliation & Residential School‖ and join the Book Club‘s discussion on May
26th.
The book is a collection of essays on the lived and living
experiences and legacies of Residential Schools and, more
broadly, reconciliation in Canada. These reflections help us
confront the question of ―how did we get where we are
now?‖ in our relationship as Indigenous and NonIndigenous peoples and prompt us to ask more questions
about the history of our land and the meaning of reconciliation.
Go to http://speakingmytruth.ca/ to order your free copy,
read it online or download it to your e-reader.
Elise Mennie

Elise Mennie

15

16

Parkdale Bookclub
April 21

A Fine Balance, award-wining novel
by Rohinton Mistry. A saga of life in
Mumbai from 1975 to 1984, during the
turmoil of The Emergency. 1995.

May 26

Speaking My Truth: Reflections on
Reconciliation & Residential School selected by Shelagh Rogers and others
from the Aboriginal Healing Foundation‘s Truth and Reconciliation Series.
2012.

June 23

Elegance of the Hedgehog by
French author Muriel Barbery. A novel
of life in an upscale apartment building
in Paris. 2006.

All Welcome!
Meet in the Ladies Parlor after church on book club days
Bring a lunch
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―IMAGES AND STORIES‖ - January 2013

TOM GROZINGER’S “WALKING IN THE
FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS”

Tom Grozinger has investigative eyes (supported by a
thoughtful camera), an ultra-curious mind and a heart of
faith. On a January evening and assisted by his wife, Kerry
Lynn, Tom took us through his visit to the Holy Land in
September 2011 in the first of the 2013 Images and Stories
Series. Listening to Tom, we had the impression that he
had undertaken a spiritual journey and was now inviting us
to join him. What we saw was a step by step retelling of
Jesus‘ story from birth through his Ministry to crucifixion
and resurrection, supported by a selection of the 700 photographs he took and, wherever possible, linking each site
with a passage relating to it in the Gospels.
Tom began with a map of Israel, pin-pointing the wellknown Biblical areas, which also served as a reminder of
how small the country is. He also discussed and emphasized the centrality of the Temple in Jerusalem in Jewish
history, its destruction first in 587 B.C. (the First Temple)
and later in 70 A.D. (the Second Temple).
We then travelled to Nazareth to see pictures of the Basilica of the Annunciation, built over the site identified by tradition as the place where the angel Gabriel visited Mary.
Nearby stood what may have been Joseph‘s carpentry shop
and a ritual bath. We then moved on to Bethlehem and the
Church of the Nativity, a fourth century structure with
whose origin Helena, wife of the Emperor Constantine, is
credited. Under the church, we had a peek at the Grotto
identified by tradition as the place of Jesus‘ birth. Then we
saw the Shepherds‘ Field and a nearby cave converted into
a place of worship.
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Next, we returned to the Jerusalem Temple where Jesus,
now a precocious twelve-year old, is described in Scriptures
as having amazed his elders by his questions and answers.
All that remains of the Temple is the Western Wall, a familiar sight seen in pictures of the Temple Mount. This wall
was part of the retaining wall that surrounded the mount on
which the Temple was situated. Today, it is possible to
take a tour of the ―tunnels‖ that go along the foundation
stones of the wall.
Skipping ahead to the beginning of Jesus‘ ministry, we saw
where he was baptized in the Jordan and from there to the
desert, the site of the period of Temptation headlined by
the supposed Mount of Temptation.
Citing the specific scriptural passages as references, Tom
guided us back to Nazareth where Jesus announced in the
synagogue there his mission to preach to the poor, heal the

sick and generally minister to the marginalized. We were
taken on a tour of several sites in the North of Israel, including the Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, Tabgha, with its
Church of the Multiplication of Loaves and Fishes, and the
supposed hillside where Jesus delivered the Beatitudes, and
Mount Tabor which may have been the site of the Transfiguration.
Soon, we were back in Jerusalem looking in wonder at the
massive foundation stones of the western retaining wall of
Temple Mount, and the site where the Last Supper Room
and the presumed site of the Garden of Gethsemane with
its scientifically dated 2000 year-old olive trees.
From there, we followed Jesus‘ final steps along the famously-named Via Dolorosa or the Way of Suffering, the
path that led him to the cross, at Golgotha. Given the
changes to the cityscape over the past 2000 years this is
not likely the exact route taken by Jesus, but it is punctuated by the presence of fourteen stations, each of which
marks an event in the crucifixion story and provides an opportunity for prayer and reflection. A number of these stations are found inside the final destination, the renowned
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Inside the Church we also
saw the exposed rock of Golgotha and the location where
tradition states the cross of Jesus stood.
In a brief conversation afterwards, I raised the point that
much about the sites was speculative. While Tom had
wondered about some too, following his trip and after doing research, he is of the view that many likely are the authentic places indicated in the Scriptures.
John Harewood
12.02.2013
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―IMAGES AND STORIES‖ - February 2013

JANICE GRAY’S ADVENTURE “DOWN UNDER”
Janice has added yet another to the many skills which she has
used to contribute to life at Parkdale over the years — she has
become an avid and competent photographer.
It is in this capacity that she invited the twenty-seven of us,
assembled in the Ladies Parlour on Friday evening, February 22,
2013 to join her on a virtual version of her trip to Australia, New
Zealand and Fiji in January 2012 with her two room-mates, Gloria and Maryanne.
Starting in Ottawa and passing through Toronto, Los Angeles,
and Brisbane, Janice arrived at Cairns. The next day she took
the one hour boat ride with temperature in the 90 degree F.
range to the Great Barrier Reef, saw the alligators at the
Kuranda reserve, held a koala bear, travelled by cable-car over
the top of the rainforest, witnessed life at the Aboriginal village
at Alice Springs, drank tea after the form ―Billy‖ boiled, had a
camel ride, marvelled at the sunset from the famous Ayres Rock
and ended the evening with champagne.
The next leg included a visit to the Rod Laver Arena in Melbourne and a journey by train to Belgrave for the wine tour. Airborne again, (she would make fifteen flights by the time she returned to Ottawa), and now the only Canadian in the midst of
thirty-three Americans, she went on to Sydney, looked in wonder at its massive bridge (some of her fellow travellers climbed
the upper part) and opera house whose wooden interior enhances the acoustics and was very effective in the rendition of
Beethoven‘s Ode to Joy by a choir of 120 voices.
After a skytrain ride to Sydney, she bade Australia goodbye,
first for New Zealand‘s South Island, where the effects of the
disastrous earthquake were still conspicuous. On to Queenstown
with its skydiving perch; from here, a steamdriven boat took her
to an island where sheep farms abounded; next, on to the fjords
of Milford Sound.
Then, on she continued to North Island, the city of Rotarura,
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the sulphur springs and a Maori village showing the life and habits of these Aboriginal people and took a ten minute mudbath at
a temperature of 112 degrees.
Afterwards, having left New Zealand from the city of Auckland
and arrived in Fiji, she recalled vivid memories of a breakfast
with wine and orange juice, the hotel‘s pool, the marble floors of
its lobby, its beautiful giant chess set and the glow of its flaming
gas lamps in the night.
Still, the best scenes, described by her as ODDS AND ENDS,
but which seem to have left an indelible impression both as she
boarded her return flight to Ottawa and when she was actually
making her presentation, were the one-foot tall blue and white
penguins in the Zoo, the shearing of 180 pounds of wool from
one sheep and the vast expanse of the Great Barrier Reef as
seen from the aircraft and covering miles and miles.
By John Harewood
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RECIPE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING — 2013

Roasted Squash Soup
Observe earth day with a bowl of hot soup and fresh bread
1 butternut squash (about 2 ¾ lb)
125 grams pancetta, coarsely chopped, available prepackaged
and chopped at most grocery stores
2 onions, coarsely chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 ½ tbsp chopped fresh sage
¼ tsp hot pepper flakes
6 cups chicken broth
Salt and pepper
Sour cream, optional garnish
1 large ripe tomato , diced, optional garnish
Cut squash in half, remove seeds and roast, cut-side down
and covered with foil, in a greased or paper-lined baking
pan at 400 degrees for 45 minutes. Cool. Scrape flesh from
the rind.
Cook pancetta over medium heat until crisp – 5 minutes.
Remove from pan with a slotted spoon onto paper towels.
In pan drippings, cook onions, garlic, sage, and hot pepper
flakes until very soft, about 10 minutes stirring occasionally.
Add roasted squash, broth, and season to taste. Boil, reduce heat, cover and simmer for about 20 minutes.
Using a hand immersion blender, puree till smooth.
Serve with garnishes of cooked pancetta, dollops of sour
cream and diced tomatoes. Wonderful with fresh artisan
bread.
Reprinted from Kitchissippi Times,
From Valerie Hum

23

and terms of reference for
Parkdale’s various committees
and are available on the website as well as in the 2012 Annual Report. The documents
will be subject to periodic revision, which will be brought
to future Annual General
Meetings for approval. Our
thanks go out to Ellen for her
dedication over the past year
or so to the task of revising
and updating these documents.

REPORT OF THE ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING –
FEBRUARY 24, 2013

A good number of Parkdale
members enjoyed a light
lunch provided by the Membership Development team
after which Council Chair,
Matt Baker, welcomed participants and offered a retroactive thanks to God for the
food.
Melodee Lovering led those
assembled in an opening
prayer and Anthony Bailey led
us in a short ceremony of remembrance and thanksgiving
for the lives and contributions
of eleven Parkdale members
and affiliates who had passed
away during 2012.

We then moved on to the
more significant agenda
items: approval of the financial reports for 2012 and the
budget for 2013. Both of
these discussions were led
very capably by our outgoing
Treasurer, Debbie McGregor.
The 2012 fiscal year ended
with an overall surplus of approximately $6K, as a result of
combining the $13K deficit in
the General Fund with the
$19K surplus in the Capital
Fund. Debbie commented
that the surplus was largely a
result of certain staff allow-

Ellen Andrews presented revised Governance Documents
for Parkdale United Church,
which were adopted unanimously. These documents
outline general terms of reference for Council, the responsibilities of Council members,
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expenses are reasonable and
possibilities for reducing these
are minimal, we need to increase our revenues, so that
we no longer budget a deficit.
The challenges of stewardship
communication were also discussed, and it was noted that
contributions other than
money, e.g. time, also count
as stewardship. Anthony reminded us that tithes and offerings are a spiritual offering;
giving is a way of living out our
faith. Given the level of interest in this subject, there will
be further communication in
weeks and months to come.
The financial report for 2012
was adopted unanimously.

ances that had not been used
during 2012, combined with
an increase in parking revenues. With respect to parking,
it was noted that the rental of
spaces will be closely monitored as there are municipal
by-laws related to rental of
parking spaces with which we
will have to maintain compliance. It was also noted that
investment income of $51K
from the Memorial Fund was
transferred to the General
Fund, without which we
would have seen a significant
deficit. Council will be putting
together a small working
group to look at the objectives
of the Memorial Fund and to
make some recommendations
on its purpose and use.

Debbie McGregor then presented the Budget for 2013,
with a projected deficit of almost $55K. Several members
indicated their concern with
the projected budget and
opined that this should not be
the situation in a church
where we have so much to be
thankful for. We need to
prayerfully consider increasing
our givings and address the
deficit head-on. The Budget

A wide-ranging discussion,
prompted by Anthony, about
whether we are sufficiently
diligent in talking about giving
to the life and ministry of the
church, ensued. Many participants expressed concern that
we are not generating sufficient revenue to meet our operating expenses. Since our
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for 2013 was accepted after a
vote, with three members opposed.

work and cheerful support
during the year, before offering a very meaningful closing
prayer, noting that the investment we make in Parkdale
now will pay off in future
years, when the children who
were so well behaved during
our annual meeting are of an
age to participate in the work
of the church.

The AGM also approved the
adoption of the 2012 Annual
Report, the appointment of
our Presbytery Representative, Beth Gutsell, the appointment of Trustees, and
the nominations for Council
representatives for 2013. It
was noted that there remain
positions to be filled on Council; if vacancies are filled during the year, the congregation
will be informed.

For additional information on
the life of Parkdale, please
consult the 2012 Annual Report, copies of which are
available in the office. If you
are interested in playing a
more active role on Council or
on any of Parkdale’s committees, please do not hesitate to
contact Anthony, Matt or the
appropriate Committee chair.

Matt thanked Debbie
McGregor, Don Macpherson,
Derek Fortune and Jennifer
Payne for their work on Council over the past year or, in
some cases, years, noting that
some retiring chairpersons are
carrying on with committee
work.

Helen Hayes

Matt then graciously thanked
the staff - Ministerial
(Anthony, Barbara and
Melodee), office (Don Mockett) and custodial (Khan Chao,
Carole Shaw, Jeff Clifford and
Ryan Pascal) for all their hard
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LETTER TO GOD
This letter was inspired by the Bible study group discussion of Apostle
Paul's letter to the Philippians.
How to understand what God wants us to do?
Dear God, you know, I ask you this question many, many times. You
answer me, and I ask over and over again what I do not yet understand. I am so amazed with Your ability of explaining things to me in a
way that fits better to the specifics of my brain. I think Your explanations of the same things are different for other people. I am a specialist
in closed-loop control systems and see a perfectly designed Human
nature as such a system. After a long time contemplating this question,
I have developed an understanding something like this:
- In order to have everything organized in a better way You have assigned certain tasks for any Human-being according to that Human’s
abilities. You don’t punish us if we are not doing what You want us to
do. But, a closed-loop Human system will have been shaking by the
time our behavior becomes appropriate for the task given us by You.
We can feel self-confidence and stability only by understanding the
NECESSITY of doing what You want us to do.
I know, my understanding may be either wrong or may require further
in-depth consideration. I believe that You organize certain circumstances around me and send me some people to discuss it and understand Your answers. And now – this study.
I am quoting from Apostle Paul's letter to the Philippians, 2. 13:
- God works in you to help both to want and to do what he wants you
to do.

Unbelievable! Thank you, God, and please give me the possibility
of understanding Your other words as well.
Vita Savelieva
Feb 3, 2013
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June 21-23 we are hoping that everyone who enjoys the
Lord‟s creation will join with us at Gracefield Camp in Quebec for a weekend of breathing in fresh piney air, listening
to loons on the lake, hiking and biking on beautiful wooded
paths, and, best of all gathering around the campfire together
in the evening. We plan for this time to be an opportunity to
grow closer to God and each other through worshiping and
playing together.
We are calling this the God-Positioning our Souls retreat as
we will be asking people to slow down and enjoy the
rhythms of nature so that we can position ourselves to listen
for God‟s voice. We are also going to be doing some geocaching using GPS devices. It should be great fun!
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People of all ages, couples and singles, are welcome but this
is a family retreat so we expect that children and youth will
come with their parents. Accommodations of various kinds
are available, from tenting and trailer sites to lodge and cabins. All meals are provided from Saturday breakfast to Sunday lunch.
The cost is approximately $105/adult and $95/child but we
are going to do some fundraising in order to make sure that
everyone who wishes can attend and to subsidize the cost
per child. Please set aside Sunday evening, April 21 for our
spaghetti supper fundraiser. Also, we have lovely hand
treatment sets available for sale for $15 each, with $10 of
this going towards camp costs. (See Melodee Lovering,
Lauren Barbour, or Jennifer Payne if you are interested or
check at the camp registration table after church.) People
are also welcome to make a donation for the camp through
their offering envelopes, clearly marked “camp”.
This weekend is going to create wonderful memories for
everyone who attends. We think you will want to have a
part in these memories. Please stop by the registration table
to leave a deposit and let us know of your interest.
(Submitted by Melodee Lovering on behalf of the camp
planning team)

OTTAWA PRESBYTERY — MARCH 2013
(Marni Hunt Stephens and Pat
Brown) welcomed the court
and invited members to join
in singing one of the
congregation's favourite songs
about ministry.

Summary of the March 2013
Meeting of Ottawa Presbytery
Ottawa Presbytery gathered
at Orleans United Church on
March 12, 2013 and was
graciously welcomed and
provided with a lovely dinner.
Following the call to order
by the Chair, the Rev. Dr.
George Hermanson, Rev. Suzanne Sykes led the presbytery
in a Lenten Pilgrimage Prayer
Walk. People were invited to
move with prayerful
intention around the sanctuary while singing a Taizé
chant.

Rev. Neil Wallace shared reflections and words of appreciation about the ministry of
Rev. Donald Maclean, who
will be retiring in the coming
month.
Rick Balson, a presbyter from
Knox (Nepean) and the
President-Elect of Montreal
and Ottawa Conference,
shared information about the
upcoming annual meeting of
conference being held May 31
- June1, 2013.

The March meeting is a designated program meeting
whose agenda in large part is
given over to a learning time.
There were, however, some
matters of business that
were attended to early in the
agenda.

Of particular interest to congregations will be the open
public lecture with the theme
speaker on Friday, May 31st
at 6:30 pm. Eric Law, consultant and author, will be speaking about Holy Currencies,
"insights into God's economy

David Patterson, with the
presbyters from Orleans
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Faith and Ethics. It was an
engaging presentation about
the array of end of life issues
that face individuals and their
support networks. He encouraged congregations to think
about ways of fostering conversation in their communities about these important
issues. His powerpoint slides
will be available through the
presbytery office for those
interested.

of abundance with abundant
practical advice to congregations on how to move from
scarcity to gift."
The presbytery was reminded
that it had agreed to an additional meeting in June. It
will be held on the regular
second Tuesday evening of
the month, June 11th, 2013
and the location is currently
being arranged. The purpose
of the meeting will be to
further the discernment
process regarding being an
Affirming Ministry, and to
consider the report and
actions of the West Quebec
Collective model. A number
of motions were approved
through the consensus
packet.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

The meeting closed with a
time of prayer led by the presbytery minister, Lillian
Roberts.

Rev. Lillian Roberts
Presbytery Minister

The learning component for
the evening dealt with "End
of Life Issues". The guest
speaker was Dr. Thomas Foreman, who is currently the Director of Ethics at The
Ottawa Hospital. He specializes in End of Life Care issues
and the intersection between
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Thank you to Parkdale…

The Queensway Pre-School and Somerset
West Community Health
Centre sent a letter of
thanks to Parkdale United
Church for its generous
donation of $1000.
From Cindy D. Giddings,
Onsite Supervisor, Queensway Pre-School:
―Queensway Pre-School is very fortunate to
have the on-going support of Parkdale
United Church and our long-standing
relationship is truly valued by us.‖
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SPOTLIGHT ON...

Young Adults– enjoy a FREE community
MEAL the 4th Sunday of each month at All
Saints Anglican Church, 317 Chapel St. at
Laurier, east of uOttawa. EAT. MEET. REFLECT. And connect – with each other, with God and
with the community. As we gather, we consider what it
means to be faithful in the midst of work, school, family,
and relationship. We seek to encourage one another as
we connect the dots between faith and real life. Doors
open at 4pm.
OPEN TABLE is a partnership between Anglican,
Lutheran, Presbyterian and United Church communities seeking to serve Ottawa area young adults.
www.theopentable.ca
Meet the TEAM for our OTTAWA PRESBYTERY
YOUNG ADULT GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP VISIT TO ZAMBIA,
April 29thto May 29th, 2013
Alice Wilson and Tessa Wlodarczyk (Carleton Memorial); Ryan Babcock (Dominion-Chalmers); Jessica Brown (St. Andrews, Cumberland); Katie Lines, Korlu Soriba and Maddy McPherson (Emmanuel);
Rev. Hilary Merritt (YAYA minister)
For information on Youth & Young Adult Ministry Programs
in Ottawa Presbytery, contact Rev. Hilary Merritt: hmerritt@uccanottawa.org or 613-224-5318 ext. 17 or visit http://
www.uccanottawa.org under Youth and Young Adults
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EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor this issue: Blaine Pauling
Proofreader: Jaylyn Wong
Contributors: Helen Hayes, John Harewood, Elise Mennie,
Hazel Bowen, Brenda Mercier, Valerie Hum, Vita Savelieva,
We are always looking for new ideas,
volunteers and submissions.
The Parkdale Messenger is published at Parkdale United
Church on the last Sunday of each month and includes a
calendar of events and activities for the following month.
We appreciate any submissions to the Parkdale Messenger.
We reserve the right to edit, condense or reject submissions, but will try to find space for all.
Next issue: May 2013. Editor next issue:
Danica Rogers
Please submit articles and materials to

NEW messenger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca NEW
or the church office
by April 15.
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