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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK 

 

Though enjoyable and 

stimulating, these kinds of 

mystery novels and short stories 

can all too often undermine our 

capacity to host humbly, what 

could be called “Grand Mystery”. 

The story of the resurrection of 

Jesus is such a “Grand Mystery”. 

This kind of mystery is not 

intended to be solved or to be 

mastered. We do not stand over 

and against this kind of mystery, 

arrogantly assuming that we can 

deconstruct it and figure it all 

out. 

 

Rather, this resurrection 

mystery is intended to startle 

us and tutor us in the ways of 

surprise, and wonder, and 

God’s vulnerability and power, 

and truthful living, and 

I used to enjoy mystery novels, 

although I haven’t read many 

recently. It started with the Hardy 

Boys series, which I devoured as a 

boy. But then there were some of 

the classics: anything about 

Sherlock Holmes and many of 

Agatha Christie’s masterpieces; 

John Le Carré’s The Spy Who 

Came in From the Cold; Umberto 

Eco’s The Name of the Rose; 

Martin Cruz Smith’s Gorky Park, 

to name a few. 

 

In 1988 a little book came out by 

Ken Weber called Five Minute 

Mysteries: 37 Challenging Cases 

of Murder & Mayhem for You to 

Solve. Though not the most 

satisfying, it was a quick and fun 

way for mystery lovers to test 

their logic and perceptive skill. 

Each description of the mystery 

story ended with a question that 

the reader was challenged to 

answer. For example: What 

convinced Francis Cremer to look 

for something other than suicide 

as the cause of death? Or: What 

are the three items that have made 

Gary Westlake doubtful of Doc 

Virgil’s guilt? Or: Of whom is 

Christian suspicious, and why? 

RESURRECTION MYSTERY 
“He is not here, he is risen” 
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humility, and patience, and 

non-anxious acts of 

transformation and justice, 

and discipleship. Nobody 

expected Jesus to be raised 

from the dead; but he was by 

the power of God. Nobody 

expected the disciples to do 

such an about face; but they 

did after encountering the 

risen Christ. Nobody expected 

the apostles to bear witness to 

this resurrection event and all 

that it means for the 

“cosmos”, even if it cost them 

their lives; but they did by the 

grace and strength of the 

living Christ. 

 

God’s resurrection mystery is 

not detached from or 

unconcerned with real life. In 

fact, it is because it takes all 

of life and all of death so 

seriously that it can speak so 

profoundly into our very lives. 

God’s raising of Jesus from 

the dead not only ‘takes’ the 

conspiring forces of sin and 

evil and violence seriously, 

but also ‘takes them on’, and 

demonstrates that God’s 

power is greater than these. 

Although a mystery, it is 

founded on reality. [As an 

aside, the recent film Risen 

explores some of these 

questions through the ‘from 

doubt-to-belief’ journey of a 

Roman Centurion]. In raising 

Jesus from the dead, God 

vindicates all that Jesus 

embodied and modeled; God’s 

love-motivated rescue mission 

of humanity. Colloquially 

speaking, Jesus’ name in 

Hebrew – Yeshua – means 

‘God to the Rescue’. Jesus’ 

life and teaching bore this out:  

“Love God, neighbour and 
self.” “Love enemies, and pray 

for them.”  “Come to me and find 

abundant, life in God”. “Care for 

the poor, the vulnerable, the 

hurting, as well as seek justice 

and practice justice for them.” 

“Invite others to get to know me 

and follow me.” “Free the 

oppressed”….and more. This 

resurrection mystery is motivated 

and accomplished by God’s 

suffering love. It has always been 

about Love, and without this 

mysterious loving intrusion of 

God, the gospel makes little 

sense. As Paul contends: 

   
  For I delivered to you as of first 

importance what I also 

  received, that Christ died for our 

sins in accordance with 

  the scriptures, that he was buried, 

that he was raised on the  
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  third day in accordance with the 

scriptures...But if there is no 

  resurrection of the dead, then 

Christ has not been raised; if  

  Christ has not been raised then 

our preaching is in vain and 

  our faith is in vain.”  (1 

Corinthians 15:3,4,13,14) 

 

The story of Dutch painting 

genius Vincent van Gogh is 

illustrative. Van Gogh, or 

Vincent as he preferred to be 

called, wrote “I always think that 

the best way to know God is to 

love many things.” He saw the 

generous and prolific practice of 

loving as a way of entering into 

the mystery that is God. 

 

Vincent once wrote in a letter to 

his brother Theo, “What a 

mystery life is, and love is a 

mystery within a mystery. It 

never remains the same in a 

literal sense, but the changes are 

like the ebb and flow of the tide, 

which leaves the sea 

unchanged.” Vincent suffered 

from mental illness and struggled 

with pain in his life. His 

understanding and relationship 

with this mysterious God of 

multiple loving seems to be 

reflected in his paintings. 

Through colour, light and 

texture, there seems to be a 

weaving together of the 

simplicity and ordinariness of 

life with the loving mystery that 

surrounds all. 

 

The motivation, the modus 

operandi, and the meaning of 

God’s resurrection of Jesus 

can be summed up in one 

word: Love; “For God so 

loved the world”. This is deep 

mystery. We cannot 

comprehend the fullness of it 

all.  I am not suggesting that 
we cannot ponder its meaning, 

bring critical reflection to bear on 

it...or even contest it. However, at 

the end of the day we will stand 

dumbfounded, and awe-struck 

before such mystifying love. God 

is God and we are not. 

 

Miriam Theresa Winter, a Roman 

Catholic theologian, poet and 

songwriter, has penned this verse 

in her song Mystery: 

 

  It’s the song of the universe as 

the 

   eons fall away   

  It’s the song that the stars sing 

and all 

   the planets play 

  It’s a song to the Power neither 

you 

   nor I can see 

  It’s a song to the One who is 

Mystery 
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Hymn writer Natalie Sleeth reminds us in her hymn “In the Bulb There 

Is a Flower” that in addition to the cosmic significance of the 

resurrection event performed by the Loving Mysterious God, there is 

also a personal dimension for each of us: 

 

   ...From the past will come the future, what it holds, a mystery... 

 ...In our death, a resurrection, at the last, a victory, 

 Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 

May the Loving Mysterious One startle and bless us this Easter 

season; 

and may we as a community be raised up to proclaim and live 

the mystery of the good news 

of the Resurrection. 

 

Resurrection life to us all 

Anthony  
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85TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR  

CELEBRATIONS!! 
 

ANNIVERSARY DINNER  
APRIL 30TH, 2016, at 5:30 pm 

 
Join us in Memorial Hall for: 

 A delicious dinner 

 A slideshow of Parkdale’s history 

 A review of popular music and dances through the decades  
(dancing is permitted!!)  

 

ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY  

MAY 1ST , 2016, at 10:30 am   
 

Come and Experience: 
 Our Guest Minister: Rev. Nick Phillips 

 Parkdale Children’s Choir 

 Sacred Dance   

 Hallelujah Chorus 

 Followed by a time for socializing in Memorial Hallway 
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LECTIONARY FOR MARCH 

April 3 – Second Sunday 

of Easter 
 

Worship materials for the Second 

Sunday of Easter through the Fourth 

Sunday of Easter were contributed 

by Karen Boivin, Ashton/Munster 

P.C., Ashton, Ont.  

 

Acts 5:27–32 

The disciples vow to teach about 

Christ despite the Sanhedrin. 

 

Psalm 118:14–29 (VU p. 837 Parts 

Two to Four) 

God is my strength and my song. 

 

or Psalm 150 (VU pp. 874–875)  

Praise God with the sound of 

trumpet! 

 

Revelation 1:4–8  

Christ is the faithful witness to the 

seven churches.  

 

John 20:19–31 

Thomas’s doubts turn to witness on 

seeing Jesus. 

 

April 10 – Third Sunday 

of Easter  
 

Acts 9:1–6, (7–20) 

Saul’s conversion on the road to 

Damascus. 

 

Psalm 30 (VU p. 757)  

God turned my mourning into 

dancing. 

 

Revelation 5:11–14  

All creatures recognize Christ’s 

worthiness. 

 

John 21:1–19 

A lack of fish becomes a bounty in 

Christ’s presence. 

 

April 17 – Fourth 

Sunday of Easter  
 

Acts 9:36–43  

Peter raises Tabitha (Dorcas) to life. 

 

Psalm 23 (VU pp. 747–749)  

God is my shepherd. 

 

Revelation 7:9–17  

The saints of God will never hunger 

or thirst again. 

 

John 10:22–30  

My sheep listen to my voice. 

 

April 24 – Fifth Sunday 

of Easter 
 

Worship materials for the Fifth 

Sunday of Easter through the Seventh 

Sunday of Easter were contributed by 

Don Uhryniw and the “Lectionary 

and Eggs Study Group,” George 

Street U.C., Peterborough, Ont. 

 

Acts 11:1–18  

Peter’s vision of unclean animals. 

 

Psalm 148 (VU pp. 870–871)  

Let the whole creation praise God. 
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POT LUCK SUPPER 
 

All IFTC Volunteers: 

Thursday April 7, 2015 

5:30 pm 

 

In Tape Hall, Parkdale United 

Church 

 

This is our opportunity to invite our 

generous donors and together give 

thanks for our meaningful ministry. 

  

In From the Cold 

Number of guests we have served 

together:  
 

January    9 111 

                16     120 

                23     138 

                30     87 

 

February   6      125 

                13     106 

                20     107       

 27    109 

 

March       5     132 

 12   154 

 19  135 
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If you would like your birthday to be 

a secret, please let the office know 

and we will leave you off the list. 

Birthdays in April 

1st Sawyer Pinheiro 

2nd   Allan Menzies 

2nd   Andrea Faught 

3rd    Eleyana Molepo-Stearns 

7th    Ellen McGuinty 

8th    Ellen Andrews 

8th    Peter Graham 

10th  Doris Wilson 

11th  Ike Goodine 

11th  Margaret MacPherson 

12th  Noah Linton 

12th  Tristan Dos Santos 

13th  Lorine Clement 

13th  Myracle Charley 

13th  Andrea Nelson 

13th  Benjamin Bosch 

13th  Dayanti Karumaratne 

15th  Gloria Anderson 

15th  Elizabeth Cheesbrough 

16th  William Morris 

18th  Alexander Rice 

19th  William Fitzgerald 

23rd  Viola Menzies 

25th  Barbara Lawton 

28th  Miranda Carey 

29th  Jacques Dicaire 
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FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP FOR  

SPECIAL NEEDS INDIVIDUALS 

 

One of the best resources available when living with 

Special Needs individuals is a support group with 

peers.  Under the spiritual direction of Rev. Debbie Roi, 

we would like to start one or more groups where either 

parents, care givers or grandparents can meet in a safe, 

caring, confidential, Christ-based environment. 

 

Together we can share our experiences and tips for 

handling behaviours, negotiating the school system, 

RDSPs, ODSP, trust funds, employment and housing.  

Guest speakers can be invited to offer further insight if 

that is what the group would like.  

 

Once we determine the profile of those of you 

interested, we can discuss suitable meeting dates, times 

and objectives.  If you are interested in joining such a 

group, please contact Chris King . 

   

Sharing and Caring Together!  
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Our junior youth group 

meets for a block of 

Sundays each fall and 

each winter/spring.  These 

kids in grades 4-6 come 

together from 4-6 pm to 

have some fun, enjoy the 

gym to themselves, eat 

snacks, make crafts, play 

hide and seek, sometimes 

go on outings, and have a 

short devotional time 

together.  On March 6 

they had pancake lunch at 

the Loverings and then 

went to Stanley's Old 

Maple Lane Farm.   

On March 13 the group 

played Guesstures and 

Scattergories as well as 

enjoying time in the 

gym.  There was a Lenten 

devotional time when we 

reflected on what it 

means to sacrifice for 

others and what Jesus' 

sacrifice means to us.  In 

response to the 

reflection, the youth made 

these crosses (shown) 

with foam board and brass 

thumb tacks.   

 

Upcoming dates for Junior 

Youth will be April 3 and 

10.   

 

 

submitted by Melodee 
Lovering 

Junior Youth 
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Zeballos  Trip 

Frederick Andrews, Isaac Barbour, Victor Amisi and James and Julia Bell 
are on Vancouver island for March break. There are 20 kids and 4 leaders 
from Ottawa Presbytery on the trip. They are partnered with 13 kids and 
three leaders from Zeballos who joined us over Family Day 
weekend.  The trip is arranged through Experiences Canada and gives 
our kids some great cross cultural understanding 
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Parkdale Kids Clothing and Toy Swap – 

Everyone welcome! 
 

The Swap will be held after the service on Sunday, April 

17 in Memorial Hall.  People are invited to put out 

clothing, toy and book items for children and youth of 

all ages – not just babies – before the church service, 

from 9:30-10:30 AM.  All interested people may come 

and take the items they want for free after the service, 

from 12:00-1:00 PM.  Drop by on your way home!  

Bring a friend along, or pick up some items for someone 

you know! 

 

Clothing should be divided into boys and girls clothing 

by size.  Shoes, toys, games, books, bikes, sports 

equipment, baby gear, and maternity/nursing clothes can 

also be swapped. All items 

should be in good condition 

with all the pieces. Leftovers 

will be kept for the rummage 

sale the following week. 

Contact Jaylyn Wong for 

questions  
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 cardinal 

imperious, delirious...  

summoning the sun with abandon so abundant 

that a hemisphere of frozen whiteness  

can’t resist your cheery welcome and whistle. 

flash of florid glory in the stark crystal sky; 

slender silhouette on sylvan nakedness, barely 

visible as the dance of song is all your ballet;  

so my hiding parts stir in sympathy... 

there are dark corners of hearts, though,  

resenting you: 

thief of the glittering snowflakes, 

of the delighted shriek of sledding siblings, 

of the breathtaking unrobed beauty of winter woods;  

and - not least, I assure you! - the hard-won  

smoothness and glide of this and many other backyard sheets 

of under-utilised, March-melted rinky pleasure;  

not to mention our city’s pride and bracing joy,  

canal whose curtain is once again a flowing veil,  

having barely attained its annual icy grandeur 

primal priest of le printemps... 

go, pronounce your eulogy;  

break bread of death and resurrection,  

bless and fortify us for this messy, 

gurgling, gritty grey of early spring. 

as I reluctantly embrace the irresistible 

pageant of warmth, colour, life and light, 

thanks is truly all I have for your splendid song,  

scene-changing music for the drama of days and years. 

jester of jumbled expectations, 

jovial joker of the solitary quip and quill,  

Pan’s envy, maestro of turn and trill... 

did I mention that  

I like your hat? 

jono hamer-wilson   ottawa, ontario - march 2016 

© 2016 mount_hermon_music@ncf.ca  All rights reserved.  Used by 

permission. 

mailto:mount_hermon_music@ncf.ca
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Did You Know?   
  
Rev. Bailey met Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on 
Parliament Hill on Wednesday, February 24 to celebrate 
the 20th anniversary of Black History Month in Canada. He 
even had a few minutes to talk with the 
Prime Minister about the importance of multiculturalism, 
racism and Black History in Canada. 
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The meeting, attended by over 60 

Parkdale members and adherents, 

was called to order by Blaine 

Pauling, Council Chair, who 

extended a warm welcome to those 

present. The Rev. Dr. Anthony 

Bailey led in an opening prayer.  

The Rev. Debbie Roi offered prayer 

in remembrance and thanksgiving 

for the lives of Parkdale members 

and affiliates who had passed away 

during 2015.  The names of 12 

people were read aloud followed by 

a moment of silence. 

 

The minutes of the 2014 Annual 

Meeting held on February 22, 2015 

were approved with one 

amendment.  The amount of the year

-end deficit and transfer from the 

Memorial Fund was revised from 

$23,220 to $2,584.    

 

Anthony invited participants to form 

small groups and distributed four 

questions for discussion.  Highlights 

of the group discussion appear 

below.   

 

What do you most look forward to 

in our Sunday morning worship 

services, and why? 

 

Most people mentioned the sermon.  

Other responses were: learning 

new ways of thinking; 

educational references to Greek 

interpretation; music- including 

singing, organ, piano other 

instruments; and fellowship with 

church family/friends and new 

people.  

 

 

In what ways are we assisting one 

another within the congregation 

on our individual faith journey? 

 

The wide variety of responses 

included sharing in small groups 

for Bible Study and Faith 

Formation, retreats, Committee 

work, DaleSong and Christian 

Meditation, as well as numerous 

references to volunteer 

opportunities. 

 

How are we as a congregation 

continuing to welcome the gifts 

as well as meet the needs of our 

wider community relating to 

pastoral care, faith formation, 

practical help and justice? 

 

Parkdale’s In From The Cold 

program was mentioned by most 

groups. Our work on Living Into 

Right Relations, sponsorship of a 

Syrian refugee family, the 

Parkdale Food Centre and other 

service opportunities also 

received frequent mention. 

 

If you agree that God wants this 

congregation to thrive, what 

suggestions do you have for how 

we can increase regular 

attendance, financial 

contributions, participation in 

the work of committees and 

congregational life, and our care 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  - FEB 28 
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for one another? 

 

Responses included the need for 

innovative youth programming 

and events geared exclusively 

towards youth and young adults, 

the use of media and multi-

media, as well as 

information on 

finances and 

personal solicitation 

of money and 

recruiting of 

volunteers.  Parking 

was identified as an 

issue. 

 

Following the discussion groups, 

Blaine noted the resignation of 

Music Director Troy Cross who has 

moved to Toronto.  He said that 

Carol Diamond has agreed to lead 

the choir until a Music Director is in 

place.  Jono Hamer-Wilson will 

continue to lead DaleSong.  It was 

noted that Parkdale is truly blessed 

in having talented people who are 

willing to share the responsibility of 

music leadership.  Council will 

discuss next steps at its March 15 

meeting and the congregation will 

be consulted. 

 

Kathleen Stephenson, our Treasurer, 

provided an overview of the 2015 

financial statements.  She drew 

attention to decreases in envelope 

givings, from rental revenue, and in 

the market value of our investments.   

 

She said Council had authorized the 

transfer $11,474 from the 

Remembrance Fund to the Capital 

Fund to cover a shortfall in funding 

for the new projection system. The 

transfer is reflected in the statements. 

Continuing contributions to the 

technology fund were encouraged to 

restore the Remembrance Fund.  

 

In 2015, 

including 

investment 

income in 2015 

of $59,231, 

Parkdale 

incurred a deficit 

of $22,744.  A motion to write off 

that deficit via a transfer from the 

Memorial Fund was approved by the 

AGM with two opposed, after 

considerable and wide-ranging 

discussion.   

 

One member made a heartfelt plea 

for the congregation to prayerfully 

think about giving back to God and 

making a conscious effort to cover 

the deficit.  Several upcoming capital 

expenditures will require financing 

including roofing and painting, 

masonry work and adding another 

accessible washroom possibly in the 

Vestry.   These things are important 

and will require significant draws on 

the Memorial Fund.   

 

This was followed by some 

discussion about the history of 

transferring funds from the Memorial 

Fund to offset annual deficits, which 

has been the practice for more than 

20 years in order to provide annual 

tracking of financial performance.   

Participants were reminded that a 
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letter is included with the tax receipts, 

drawing attention to the deficit situation 

and encouraging increased givings.    

 

In recognition of and in gratitude for the 

openness and frankness of the 

discussion, Anthony spoke about what 

might be some of the impediments to 

giving.  In response to a comment that 

many worthy causes ask for our support 

and that many of us may be tithing in 

total to a variety of causes, Anthony said 

that because these causes have access to 

the entire population for support, the 

onus should be on churchgoers to 

support the church as a priority.    

 

Education about giving is important for 

newcomers to the church and for youth 

and young people.  Supporting special 

events such as the bazaar and rummage 

sales is another way of augmenting 

revenues.  

 

There were also comments about the 

mixed blessing of the Memorial Fund.  

Some may see $1.2 million in 

investments and think that they don’t 

need to worry about giving to the church.  

We were reminded that our investments 

have been used to finance many projects 

over the years and through prudent 

investing in socially positive 

instruments, we have maintained the 

capital and have also expended in excess 

of $1 million over the last two decades.   

 

It was suggested that some 

accommodation could be made for 

people who might want to make specific 

donations to deficit reduction.  This 

suggestion will be considered by Council 

at its March 15 meeting.  

 

We can be thankful that we do not have 

to talk about expenditure reduction and 

rejoice in the fact that Parkdale is a place 

where outreach is ongoing and 

important; the building is not the totality 

of the church.   In 2015, over $67K was 

disbursed to other social services and 

causes and to the United Church of 

Canada Mission and Service Fund.  As 

well, $28K was given for Refugee 

Support. 

 

The Financial Statements in the Annual 

Report for 2015 were approved, with 

none opposed. 

 

Kathleen then presented the 2016 

Budget.  In the budget, envelope givings 

are projected to have a 4% increase over 

2015.  Revenue from use of premises is 

down by 3% and tenants will be sought 

to offset the departure of a long term 

tenant who required more space than we 

can provide.   

 

The General operating budget projects a 

2016 deficit of $120,975 to be offset by 

a transfer of anticipated investment 

income of $58,000.  An expected surplus 

in Capital of $39,400 will reduce the 

total budgeted deficit for 2016 to 

$23,575. 

 

The budget includes Mission Outreach 

Justice givings of $67,250 which will be 

disbursed to other organizations and 

causes including $12,000 for Parkdale’s 

Benevolent Fund.  

 

Some discussion of why we budget a 

deficit ensued.  Kathleen said that this 

reflects the Finance Committee’s 

practice of projecting revenues and 

expenses as accurately as possible in 

keeping with realistic expectations.  It 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  CONT. 
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was emphasized that Parkdale is in a truly 

blessed situation because of our Memorial 

Fund which received an unexpected 

bequest of over $900,000 in 1996.  Before 

that, the Memorial Fund held about 

$250K.  The motion to approve the 2016 

Budget was carried with none opposed. 

 

John Butcher thanked Kathleen 

Stephenson and Richard Hamley for all of 

the work that they do as Treasurer and 

Donations Coordinator respectively.  

Kathleen offered a gracious thank you to 

Marg Eades for her 20 plus years as a 

member of the Finance Committee and for 

her work on Bazaar accounting.  A thank 

you letter will be sent.   

 

The 2015 Annual Report was adopted. 

 

A sincere thank you was offered to Don 

Mockett for preparing the Annual Report, 

which was done entirely in-house again 

this year.   

 

The appointment of Beth Gutsell as our 

representative on Presbytery was 

approved.  It was noted that there is room 

for three additional Presbytery 

representatives.  

 

The appointment of the Property and 

Financial Trustees as listed on page 46 of 

the Annual Report was approved.  The 

need to recruit Financial and Property 

Trustees to be in compliance with UCC 

requirements was noted. 

 

Blaine advised the meeting that Camille 

Beaufort has agreed to serve as Chair of 

Faith Formation and Christian 

Development.  With this amendment to 

the slate of officers, it was approved.  The 

list can be found on page 47 of the Annual 

Report 2015. 

 

Kathleen Stephenson thanked Harry 

Allen, retiring Chair of Finance, as well as 

his wife Marjorie for sharing him with us 

to attend Finance Committee meetings.   

Blaine Pauling offered a gracious thank 

you to other departing members of 

Council:  Paul Crabtree from Faith 

Formation and Christian Development, 

Matt Baker as Past Chair; and Ken Elder 

as Chair of Property Trustees.  Blaine also 

thanked all members of Council for their 

support during his tenure as Chair and 

welcomed Scott Andrews, incoming Chair 

of Council. 

 

Blaine Pauling proceeded to thank the 

ministers (Anthony, Debbie and Melodee) 

for all of their advice and support.  We are 

truly grateful for the blessing of leadership 

that we have at Parkdale.  He also 

extended a special vote of thanks to Troy 

Cross (in absentia) for the music, both 

contemporary and traditional, that he 

provided each week, and to Kathleen 

Stephenson and Richard Hamley for their 

stewardship of our financial resources.  

Blaine also thanked the office staff (Don 

Mockett) and custodial staff (Khan Chao, 

Carole Shaw, Ryan Pascal and Sung Lim) 

for all their hard work and cheerful 

support during the year.   

 

Scott Andrews thanked Blaine for his 

work as Council Chair, playing such an 

important role in the support of the life of 

Parkdale, and Anthony Bailey thanked 

Helen Hayes for her role as Council 

secretary.  

 

Blaine Pauling closed the meeting with 

prayer. The meeting adjourned.  
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The Bairds 

As we celebrate our 85th 
anniversary as a congregation it 

seemed fitting that we.look at a 

number of our members who have 

contributed long and faithfully to our 

life together. The Baird family were 

members of Rosemount Methodist, 

one of the two churches that 

amalgamated to form Parkdale. 

 

The Bairds lived on Gladstone 

Avenue and Odo and Marv brought 

their infant son, Leonard, for baptism 

on December 7, 1931. He had joined 

an older sister and was followed by 

brothers Stan in 1934 and David in 

1942. On many Sundays to this day 

you may receive a smile and a 

bulletin from Stan at the sanctuary 

door or an offering plate from the 

hand of Len. David is one of a small 

number of individuals whose 

practical brilliance has kept this old 

building in reasonable shape.    

 

When Bethany and Rosemount 

churches joined to form Parkdale in 

1931 there were 839 people or 359 

families in the new congregation. 

There were 64 Sunday School 

teachers and 101 children under 

three. The majority of the people 

lived in the area and many could 

walk to church. The statistics are 

given so that the reader might 

imagine how in addition to its 

inspiring worship and fine preaching 

for which it became  known, it was 

possible for Parkdale in the next few 

years to be a community with 

something for everyone. For the 

Baird brothers, there were in 

addition to their Sunday School 

classes, Cub Packs, a Scout Troop, 

hockey teams and camping 

expeditions.  

For those in their later teen years 

there was the Young Peoples Union 

known always as the YPU. This was 

for those 17 to 25 years of age and it 

soon became a vital part of 

congregational life which was 

strongly supported by the minister, 

Dr. Norman Coll, who was noted for 

his youth leadership. A document 

from this time states that the YPU 

was concerned with Christian 

Fellowship, Culture, Citizenship and 

Missions. While many future Elders 

and congregational leaders emerged 

from the YPU, former members talk 

of the fun they had, the people 

whom they met, some of whom they 

married, and the life-long friendships 

Celebrating 

85 years! 
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that were made. 

 

Len first saw Barbara Lee, a young 

teacher, at the bus stop at Ross and 

Spencer streets. While not intending to 

ride that bus he hopped on to see where 

she was going. Barbara and her sister 

had begun to attend Parkdale and when 

Len learned that she was attending the 

YPU he promptly joined. Stan met 

Marion Adison at a party for the 

church’s youth at the Bradley’s cottage 

and offered her a ride home. The next 

week they went dancing at Lakeside 

Gardens. Marion was one of many 

nursing students and graduates from the 

Civic and Grace hospitals who were 

happy to find a church home right in 

their neighbourhood. 

 

By the time they were too old for the 

YPU many of these young people were 

married. Len and Barbara married in 

1957 and Stan and Marion in 1958. Dr. 

Coll supported the formation of a 

couples’ club which was known simply 

as ARK, the name a reference to the 

Noah story where the animals entered in 

pairs. To this day ARK members still 

meet twice a year and the great majority 

are faithful members of United Church 

congregations. 

 

In the years between 1931 and 1950 

there were 700 marriages and 1,000 

baptisms. Baptisms included the children 

of  the three Baird families which totaled 

eight.   

 

For about a decade in the 1970s while 

David and Marion continued to worship 

at Parkdale, Len and Barbara and Stan 

and Marion began to attend the new 

suburban United Churches that had been 

built in their respective neighbourhoods.  

They were intending to enable their 

families to repeat the experience they 

had where your school friends might 

also be your church friends. By 1981 

both families had returned to worship at 

Parkdale. The congregation continues to 

be blessed by their presence and their 

gifts. 

 

Len became an Elder at age nineteen and 

continued in that role until the new 

government structure was introduced. 

Stan, David and Barbara all served 

similarly for varying amounts of time. 

Barbara sang in the choir and served on 

the Membership Committee but her non 

official role of welcoming anyone she 

suspects of being a visitor is without 

equal. David and Len both served for 

many, many years in the role of 

Presiding Elder at Communion. Len 

served on the Worship Committee. 

David continues what has been a very 

long term as a Property Trustee where he 

continues in one project after another 

using his skills and saving us money. 

 

We give thanks for this family’s 85 

years of faith-filled service to our 

congregation. 
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RECIPE 

 
Meat Ball Soup  

 

In honor of the Syrian refugee program  

 By Assmaa Bailourni, published in the Ottawa Citizen, Feb. 18, 2016) 

 
1/2 lbs ground beef (226 g) 

Seven spice powder to taste  

(a blend of black pepper, cumin, paprika, 

coriander, clove, nutmeg, cinnamon and 

cardamom) 

Salt to taste 

 

2 Tbsp vegetable oil 

3 cups water  

5 tbsp tomato paste 

Salt and pepper to taste 

1 cup short golden brown vermicelli noodles or orzo  

Parsley for garnish  

 

To make meatballs: 

1. Mix ground beef with seasoning and salt.  Make small balls the size of 

marbles by rolling them between your palms. 

2. Heat vegetable oil in a frying pan, then fry the meatballs until cooked 

through. 

 

To make soup: 

1. About 15 minutes before serving soup put meatballs in a medium 

saucepan and add 3 cups water. 

2. Stir in tomato paste and add salt and pepper to taste. 

3. Allow mixture to come to a boil, then add the vermicelli noodles or orzo 

and let simmer for 10 minutes until noodles are just tender.  Serve 

garnished with chopped parsley.  

 

Where to buy middle eastern ingredients: 

1. Silk Road Foods, 1618 Merivale Rd 

2. New Middleast Supermarket, 1775 Bank St (east side of Bank St., north 

of Alta Vista) 

3. Mid-East Food Centre, 1010 Belfast Road 

4. Al Jazeerah Food and Meat market, 1101 Wellington St. W. (in 

Hintonburg) 
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Images and Stories 

Journey to New Zealand 

On February 26th, a group of 

Parkdale friends were treated to the 

story of Vita and Leo Savelev’s  trip 

to New Zealand ten years ago. In 

December 2006, their 40-day 

adventure started with a visit to the 

Christchurch home of a couple, their 

dear friends and colleagues, who had 

worked with them in the Ukraine. 

They had immigrated to New 

Zealand at the same time that Leo 

and Vita had moved to Canada. Vita 

said she had thought they would 

never see each other again, so this 

reunion was like a dream come true. 

 

Christchurch is a city on South Island 

that combines old and new 

architecture. Vita and Leo visited the 

central Botanical Gardens there, 

admiring the ‘generous’ flora with its 

giant trees, umbrella plants and huge 

flowering shrubs. Then off they went 

to explore the country in a rented car, 

camping in a tent along the way – 

and were amazed at the beautiful 

campsites available for $2 a night 

with all the amenities. 

 

They first headed to the Abel 

Tasman National Park on the 

northern tip of South Island. Abel 

Tasman was a Dutch seafarer, the 

first European to arrive in New 

Zealand in 1642. It was then 

inhabited by the Maori, who had 

settled there only a few hundred 

years earlier, around 800 C.E. In this 

national park, Vita and Leo pitched 

their tent on a beautiful beach 

campsite right by the ocean. They 

went by water-taxi to explore the 

shoreline, visiting secluded, white 

sandy beaches that looked like 

paradise!   

 

Travelling by ferry through Cook’s 

Straight to the North Island, they 

headed to Egmont National Park. 

Here they took a rainy, 4-hour 

mountain trek to a magnificent 

waterfall, though a moss-covered 

forest. Then, driving along a breath-

taking coast, they arrived at 

Waitomo Caves. Vita described the 

caves as a whole underground city, 

with different “rooms”, each having 

its own architecture of stalactites, 

stalagmites and limestone 

formations. The highlight was 

boating in complete silence on the 

underground lake, looking up at 

what seemed to be stars and were 

actually millions of glow-worms 

living on the caves’ ceilings. 

 

At the top end of North Island, in the 

Coromandel Peninsula, Vita and Leo 

again camped by the sea. They 

walked along the shore exploring 

small bays and enjoyed Cook Beach 
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where Captain Cook, who was an 

astronomer as well as an explorer, had 

observed the transit of Mercury in 1769. 

At Hot Water Beach, where hot springs 

are exposed at low tide, people come 

with shovels and dig themselves into the 

sand to have a hot bath.  

 

Heading inland and camping by Lake 

Rotorua, they visited the Tarawera 

volcanic area. A volcanic eruption in 

1886 caused several craters, which are 

now “fiery” lakes, from which flow 

“fiery” rivers, their waters boiling and 

steaming, and several geysers are still 

active. 

 

After a stop in Wellington, the capital 

city, they headed back to the South 

Island to spend New Year’s with their 

friends before continuing their tour. The 

typical landscapes in the western part of 

South Island are deep fjords, which are 

called “sounds”, surrounded by very 

high, snow-capped  mountains.      

 

To sum up this trip, I leave you with the 

words Vita printed for each participant 

on a card showing a lovely mountain 

landscape: 

“Our journey to New Zealand was 

beyond all our expectations. It was a 

dream come true, a fairy tale, a victory 

over our age and life circumstances. We 

were young again and travelling with a 

tent, making stops anyplace we liked and 

planning our route without any guide. 

Every moment of those 40 unforgettable 

days brought the joys of discovery: 

turquoise oceans and beautiful lakes; 

whimsical mountains and peaceful 

meadows; rivers and water falls; 

volcanoes and volcanic valleys; caves 

and modern cities; scenic cruising, 

magnificent fjords…” 

 

If you’re dreaming of exploring New 

Zealand too, check out maps and details 

of this journey on Vita’s website at 

http:www.amazzzingcards.com/

travels/newzealand/newzealand.htm 

 

Submitted by Elise Mennie 
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REFUGEE FAMILY 

UPDATE: We are happy to 

inform you that our Syrian 

refugee family of six has finally 

received clearance to migrate to 

Canada. They are currently in 

Jordan. We have not yet been 

told the date of their arrival in 

Ottawa. As soon as we are told, 

we will inform you.  

Rev. Bailey & members of the 

MO&J Committee would like to 

express our gratitude to our 

church members, their friends 

and all those from outside our 

church community who have 

given so generously to our 

Refugee Fund. Your donations 

are beyond our expectation and 

have given us much contentment 

that “our family” will likewise 

receive an overwhelming 

welcome to their new home. 

Thank you. As well, special 

thanks to Norma McCord of 

MacKay United who is the 

United Church’s refugee 

representative here in Ottawa, 

and to Mary Tsikouras and Elise 

Mennie for their tremendous help 

and perseverance during this 

lengthy process. 

 

PHOTO DIRECTORY 2016 

– 
85th 

Anniversary: MO&J has been 

working with the help of the 

Pastoral Care team to produce an 

undated Parkdale United Church 

Photo Directory. We are hoping 

to have everyone participate in 

this - our 85th anniversary 

directory. The only appointment 

spots remaining to have your 

picture taken are on April 13, 14, 

& 15. The photographer will be 

NEWS FROM MISSION, OUTREACH 

& JUSTICE (MO&J) COMMITTEE 
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set up in the Ladies’ Parlour from 

2:30 – 8:30 PM on those days. 

Please call Don in the church 

office at 613-728-8656 to book 

an appointment. Photo shoots are 

free of cost and you will receive, 

also at no cost to you, a directory 

and one 8x10 photo. Of course, 

you will have an opportunity to 

purchase photographs if you 

wish. 

 

IMAGES & STORIES: Again, 

the once-a-month Friday evening 

show-and-tell stories of one’s life 

and travels was a grand success.  

Friday, March 18th marked the 

last in the series. Our presenter, 

Jim Maxwell, told about his 

month-long tour of Africa and his 

connection with “Project 

Canaan”- a project that supports 

orphans in the Kingdom of 

Swaziland. The evenings 

continue to attract about 30 – 40 

guests. We hope to be back 

with you on September 30, 

2016. 

 

Faye Beaufort 

Chair, MO&J 

 

 

Parkdale Book Club 
 
 
April  17 — Nocturne: On the Life 

and Death of my Brother 

By Canadian Helen Humphreys 

 

A memoir of her brother’s death 

from cancer, it is at times endearing, 

heart breaking and joyously funny. 

   

May 15 — The White Guard by 

Mikhail Bulgakov 

 

The White Guard, Mikhail 

Bulgakov’s semi-autobiographical 

first novel, confronts the reader with 

the bewildering cruelty that ripped 

Russian life apart at the beginning of 

the last century, as well as the 

extraordinary ways in which one 

family, the Turbins, preserved their 

humanity. 

 
Theo and Vita will be presenting 

The White Guard  
 
If you have any questions please 

email either Marlene MacLean 

(marlenemaclean@gmail.com) 

or  Heather Brophy 

(h.brophy@sympatico.ca).  

New  
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The first meeting of Parkdale’s 

newly elected Council was held 

in the form of a retreat on 

Saturday March 5, 2016.   

 

The venue, Brittania United 

Church, the food, and the 

opportunity for prayer and 

discussion worked together to 

provide a wonderful 

atmosphere for worship, 

reflection and discernment  of  

priorities that should 

contribute to our agenda for 

the coming year. 

 

Members arrived at 9:30AM 

and enjoyed delicious 

homemade hot cross buns, 

fruit, coffee, tea and juice 

before gathering in the 

sanctuary for opening worship.  

After singing ‘Holy, Holy, 

Holy’ and reflecting on two 

Scripture passages:  Psalm 42:1

-3a and Psalm 139:23,24, we 

considered our reflexes for 

improvement in the context of 

our excuses for not improving – 

the push me, pull you dilemma, 

which often results in doing 

nothing. 

 

We reflected individually on 

the ways we are conflicted in 

our desire to draw closer to 

God, identifying what 

undermines our best intentions 

to do so, and how open are we 

to allowing God to ‘search’ us 

and help us discover and deal 

with the impediments to 

spiritual health and intimacy 

with God.  This section of the 

morning ended with a ‘body 

prayer’, based on the hymn 

“As the Deer Panteth For the 

Water”. 

 

Blaine Pauling then led us in an 

exercise of discovering and 

sharing our individual ‘origin 

stories’.    Using comic strips 

outlining the calls of Moses, 

Jesus’ disciples and Saul to 

illustrate, we were invited to fill 

in the boxes to illustrate the 

story of our individual calls to 

serve on Council or more 

generally what drew us to 

Parkdale, our ‘origin stories’, 

so to speak.    This time of 

creativity and sharing was done 

in small groups of four and was 

a time of discovery and getting 

to know each other better. 

Back in plenary, challenges and 

ideas were shared.  The need to 

COUNCIL RETREAT  
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educate congregants about the 

work of Council, to increase the 

number of people on Council, 

perhaps as members at large to 

begin, were noted.  Chairs 

could invite Committee 

members to come to Council 

meetings, Presbytery, and 

Finance Committee meetings to 

gain a better understanding of 

Parkdale ‘s governance and 

UCC governance.  We spoke 

about the wonderful 

participation at the AGM of 

several people relatively new to 

Parkdale, who asked some 

excellent questions, and talked 

about the asked possibility of 

inviting them to Council.  The 

importance of a deliberate 

approach was noted, i.e. we are 

asking you to do this 

because…. 

Barbara Faught, Chair of 

Worship, provided an update 

on the Music situation, further 

to Troy’s departure for 

Toronto.  Things are in 

excellent order for the short 

term, with Carol Diamond and 

Jono Hamer-Wilson very 

capably filling in, so there is 

time to think carefully about 

how we go forward. 

Anthony reported that he had 

been asked to find a Parkdale 

representative to advocate for 

maintaining the Rosemount 

Library, which is the most-used 

library in Ottawa, but is too 

small and is in danger of being 

closed if a new library opens in 

LeBreton Flats.  (Note:  Danica 

Rogers was subsequently 

identified as the Parkdale 

representative.  Thanks 

Danica!) 

 

After a sung grace, we enjoyed 

a delicious and plentiful potluck 

lunch.  Some members took a 

few minutes for a silent walk in 

the neighbourhood, enjoying 

the beauty of the day, before 

reconvening for the afternoon 

session. 

 

In the afternoon, we reflected 

on our Vision Statement:  To 

form followers of Jesus in such 

as way as to transform our 

community and our world.  

 

We were asked to reflect on our 

individual roles at Parkdale in 

the context of the vision 

statement and consider why we 

are doing this and the extent to 

which these roles support 

Parkdale’s vision. Again, we 

broke into small groups for 

reflection and discussion. 

 

In one group, people were 

handed sheets with all/most of 

Parkdale's ministries listed on 
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them. They were presented 

with three baskets with the 

following labels: 

1) Fulfills Parkdale's vision 

statement and is of a high 

priority to me 

2) Connects to Parkdale's 

vision statement but is not a top 

priority for me 

3)  I do not see a direct 

connection to Parkdale's vision 

statement 

 

 They were invited to cut the 

paper into strips and place the 

various ministries in the basket 

that seemed most appropriate 

to them. 

Preliminary analysis would 

appear to reveal certain trends, 

in that people have more 

trouble connecting the arts as 

well as practical tasks like 

money counting to our vision 

statement.   

 

Clear priorities for the group 

are the following:  Youth 

groups, faith formation groups, 

financial support (givings), 

Sunday school, choir, 

DaleSong, greeting, women's/

men's groups, IFTC, 

Hospitality/meals/fellowship, 

Pastoral Care, Worship, 

Missions (refugees), global 

justice, stewardship education. 

The other two groups 

considered five themes 

emanating from Council’s 

October 2014 Retreat:  focus 

on welcome and integration of 

newcomers; redevelopment of 

property, including 

accessibility, seniors’ space and 

commercial space; reaching out 

to the artistic community, more 

deeply integrating arts into the 

life and work of Parkdale; 

expanding outreach services 

beyond In From The Cold to 

affordable housing, health care, 

etc.; or something else entirely. 

On returning to plenary, group 

reports highlighted: 

 - One group focused on the 

importance of small group 

ministry, and mentioned 

 several opportunities for small 

group meetings including Bible 

Study, Lenten Series, 

 DaleSong, and choir, among 

 other things.  Small groups are 

seen as integral to getting to 

know each other better and in 

providing opportunities for 

individual and  collective 

prayer and other support, 

when needed. 

 -Two groups focused on the 

imminent need for property 

redevelopment, with many 

 challenges related to 

 accessibility, parking and 

the need for affordable 
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housing in the  area.  One 

group felt  that any other 

opportunities for expanding 

Parkdale’s ministries  are 

severely constrained by the 

inadequacies of the current 

building. With a new 

 building and some 

imagination, with God’s 

help, the opportunities are 

endless!  

 

The meeting ended with a 

short closing worship and 

the singing of “Jesus, You 

Have Come to the 

Lakeshore”. 

 

It was a wonderful time of 

worship, prayer, reflection, 

and hopeful discussion. 

Namby: Good morning , Pamby. 

 

Pamby: And a good morning to you, 

Namby. So, what’s new? 

 

Namby: Guess the  Spring is, 

although it has a bite in it. What’s 

new with you? 

 

Pamby: I’ve got this friend who has 

taken to humming. I have known 

him since schooldays; then, he was 

known more for  grunting, so 

humming is a big change. He does it 

more when people tell him that they 

recognize the tune that he is 

humming. 

 

Namby: Ok. So what did he usually 

grunt about before he developed the 

hum? 

Pamby: He was a bit like me. I don’t  

mean that he was good-looking or 

anything fancy like that. 

 

Namby: This is the first time that 

you are calling yourself good-

looking and I am glad that you kind 

of corrected yourself by saying the 

idea was fanciful. So, let’s get on 

with it. Why did he grunt? 

 

Pamby: I should have said first of all 

that he was grumpy and that’s why 

he seemed to be often answering 

questions with a grunt. 

 

Namby: Ok, then, why was he 

Namby and Pamby 

 

Still Living? 
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grumpy? Why was he like you? 

 

Pamby: He has  wanted to change 

the world from the time he became a 

teenager. He couldn’t understand 

how, with bigger brains than the 

other animals, we still liked to kill 

one another. 

 

Namby: Was that all? What about 

disease, malnutrition, tsunamis, 

earthquakes, tornadoes and the list 

goes on? 

 

Pamby: Those too, but he  was more 

grumpy about the things which he 

thought we could control. He would 

say that we bragged about being 

rational. What was rational about 

blowing out somebody’s brains or 

bombing a city to the dust? 

 

Namby: So I guess that he got quite 

mad about the Rwandan genocide? 

 

Pamby: Oh, yes, and recently, it’s 

been the horrific destruction in 

Syria, Iraq, Libya and suicide 

bombings in Turkey, the dreadful 

refugee crisis, the endless bloodshed 

in Somalia and even the recession. 

The greed got to him. 

 

Namby: Please stop. I want to keep 

my breakfast. But you said that he 

did change, stopped being grumpy 

and started to hum. Just like that? 

 

Pamby: Well, yes and no; he realized 

that he couldn’t change the world, 

but he became frustrated about being 

grumpy. 

 

Namby: So, what did he do? 

 

Pamby: It wasn’t that he did 

anything; something happened. 

 

Namby: Like what? 

 

.Pamby: One of his friends died and 

he went to the funeral. 

 

Namby: And that stopped him from 

being grumpy? Scared the Devil out 

of him? 

 

Pamby:  Nothing quite like that. It 

was two words in the first hymn that 

they sang which got him thinking. 

 

Namby: Really? What were they? 

 

Pamby:  “Jesus lives”. 

 

Namby: That’s kind of weird. 

 

Pamby: That’s what he thought too. 

That here they were with his friend’s 

cold body in a casket and they 

should begin his funeral by singing 

that “Jesus lives”. Were they trying 

to sugarcoat his friend’s death by 

singing about a carpenter who had 

died two thousand years ago? 

Namby and Pamby 

 

Still Living Continued... 
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Namby: Oh, he thought that they 

didn’t want to face the fact of death? 

 

Pamby: Yes, but at the same time, 

he felt that the congregation sang as 

though they really  believed that the 

“Jesus lives’’. 

 

Namby: And that was enough to 

turn his grunt into a hum? 

Pamby: Not so fast, nothing  so 

magical! The two words stayed  on 

his mind and in his head the whole 

week following his friend’s funeral .  

 

Namby: So that was how the hum 

really began? 

 

Pamby: Well, at first he thought that 

it was ridiculous that those two 

words should be coming back to him 

everyday. He had decided that the 

world was messy because we had 

messed it up. We had to find the 

solution but he didn’t believe in airy

-fairy “out of the world” stuff. 

 

Namby: So he thought that the 

“Jesus lives” was airy-fairy stuff? 

 

Pamby: Not when it kept bugging 

him. The words and the tune just 

won’t go away, so he began to hum 

them. 

 

Namby: And what happened? Did 

all the messy stuff go away? Did the 

world feel better? 

 

Pamby: He didn’t say that, but he 

said that it was as if  humming the 

words gave him new energy, made 

him feel that he could cope. 

 

Namby: Even with tsunamis and 

tornadoes? 

 

Pamby : Yes, he kind of liked the 

confidence in “Jesus lives”. It told 

him that all was well even when it 

didn’t seem so when he looked 

around or listened to the news. 

 

Namby:  So what you are telling me 

is that humming the words changed 

his outlook, his way of seeing 

things?   

 

Pamby: Yes, and do you know what? 

As he talked about it, I remembered 

a verse from a hymn which they used 

to sing when I dropped into church 

from time to time.  

 

Namby: Really? What was it? Don’t 

tell me that you became a hummer 

too! 

 

Pamby: Yes. It went like this: 

“When morning gilds the skies 

My heart awaking cries 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

Namby: But you never tried it on 

me! 

 

Pamby: You already think I’m weird. 

I’m not going to hum to confirm it. 

 

 

Copyright@John Harewood 

21.03.16  
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Scott Andrews, Council Chair, 

welcomed members to this, the first 

meeting of the Council approved at 

the AGM on February 28, 2016, and 

his first meeting as Chair.     

 

Anthony Bailey led the opening 

devotion, a follow-up to the 

discussion on discernment that we 

started during the January 26 

meeting, based on the book by Ruth 

Haley Barton (RHB) entitled 

“Pursuing God’s Will Together – A 

Discernment Practice for Leadership 

Groups”.   After a short introduction 

by Anthony, we sang “God You 

Meet Us” and read a prayer in 

unison. We then spent a few minutes 

in silence thinking about the place 

where we most readily connect with 

God, and giving thanks for those 

times and places. 

 

A short recap of the devotional time 

at our last meeting followed, and we 

were asked to again consider 

whether “we agree that individual 

spiritual transformation is 

prerequisite to discernment.” After a 

long and wide-ranging discussion, it 

was agreed that we would hold off 

on moving forward with the book at 

this point and would, instead, engage 

in the discovery of a variety of 

spiritual practices. 

 

Moving to the business section of 

the meeting, the minutes of the 

January 26 meeting were approved.  

Under correspondence, Anthony 

noted that an e-mail had been 

received from the Barbadian High 

Commission, requesting the use of 

the sanctuary and the hall on April 

17 from 4 pm onwards.  Council 

approved this request.  

 

Barbara Faught introduced the 

discussion of Parkdale’s music 

program and provided a brief 

overview of the current situation 

with Carol Diamond and Jono 

Hamer-Wilson, who are working 

together very capably to ensure the 

continuity of Parkdale’s music 

ministry.  Members agreed to offer 

Carol and Jono a contract for up to a 

year, as the current situation appears 

to be working well.     

 

Council was reminded of Khan 

Chao’s intention to retire at the end 

of 2016.  The importance of hiring a 

new person in time to provide 

adequate overlap was noted.  

Property Trustees will aim to have 

someone in place by September 1st at 

the latest.  

 

Anthony Bailey reported that he had 

been approached by Dr. Mike Wood 

Daly, who is looking for churches to 

participate in the United Church 

Halo study. The purpose of the study 

is to assess the economic impact of 

faith communities or congregations; 

Council Meeting  
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the cost of participation is $2,000, of 

which the UCC would pay half.  A 

written report would be provided to 

the congregation and could be useful 

for leveraging financial support from 

various levels of government, as 

well as agencies such as affordable 

housing, should a major 

redevelopment project be 

undertaken.  Council approved 

Parkdale’s participation in the Halo 

project, with funding to be provided 

as a special project from the 

Memorial Fund. 

 

Further to the wide-ranging 

discussion that took place during 

AGM on February 28, 2016 

pertaining to the review of the 

financial situation for 2015, which 

reported a deficit of $22,744, there 

had ensued a subsequent discussion 

among Council members as to 

whether an appeal should be made to 

replenish the Memorial Fund for the 

amount of this transfer.  After some 

discussion, during which the 

generosity of congregants for special 

appeals such as the technology fund 

and the refugee family was noted, it 

was agreed that, whether we attempt 

to replenish the Memorial Fund or 

not, there should be a more 

concerted effort made to talk on a 

regular basis about church finances. 

It was further agreed that Scott 

Andrews will speak to the 

congregation on March 20, 2016, 

about finances in general and the 

opportunity to replenish the 

Memorial Fund for those who may 

feel so called.  

 

David Odumodu provided a brief 

overview of plans for 85th 

anniversary celebrations, with a 

focus on the dinner on the evening of 

April 30, which will be catered by 

The Mission.  Council agreed that the 

85th anniversary dinner be provided 

at no cost to participants, with 

donations sought to offset the cost.   

 

Committee Reports:  

 

There were no highlights identified 

with respect to Committee Reports 

provided to Council in advance of 

the meeting. 

 

Kathleen Stephenson reported that 

there were no financial statements 

available because the Finance 

Committee was to meet the following 

evening.    

 

Highlights of written reports follow: 

 

Carolynn Halkett, Chair of 

Communications, noted that the 

main focus of the Committee for the 

next few months will be the 

promotion of Parkdale’s 85th 

Anniversary. 

 

Faye Beaufort, Chair of Mission, 

Outreach and Justice (MOJ), 

advised that our Syrian refugee 

family has received clearance to 

migrate to Canada, and could arrive 

in Ottawa within weeks.  The co-

sponsoring family here in Ottawa are 

responsible for accommodation; 

Parkdale will cover food, clothing, 
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health care, schooling, etc.   

 

With respect to our Living Into 

Right Relations efforts, MOJ 

members continue to volunteer at the 

Odawa Drop-In Centre at 510 

Rideau Street, serving breakfast and 

lunch to indigenous people.  To date, 

there has been no success in securing 

more government funding for the 

Centre, so options for revenue 

generation are being explored.  The 

Centre’s “Bannock Bus” drive for 

tuques, socks, mitts and hoodies was 

a great success, with excess items 

passed on to the Mission and other 

organizations in need.  The Kairos 

petition that has been available in the 

Memorial Hallway for several weeks 

has received many signatures; the 

petition calls for the residential 

school legacy, Treaties and past and 

present indigenous contributions to 

the country to be a mandatory part of 

school curriculum in Canada.   

 

Faye also reported that the last 

presentation for the Images and 

Stories Season was to take place on 

March 18, 2016.  Jim Maxwell was 

scheduled to talk about his month 

long tour of Africa and his 

connection with “Project Canaan”, a 

project that supports orphans in the 

Kingdom of Swaziland. 

 

Samantha Tim, Chair of 

Stewardship, advised that steps are 

being taken to implement the 

“Guidelines on Environmental 

Responsibility” that were approved 

by Council in June 2014.  A copy of 

the guidelines is now provided to 

renters and to event organizers, and 

is available on the website.  The 

feasibility of providing compostable 

and/or recyclable cutlery and dishes 

to all Parkdale events involving food 

remains under discussion.  A draft of 

the Fundraising Policy requested by 

Council will be presented at the 

April meeting of Council. 

 

Barbara Faught, Chair of Worship, 

reported that the Committee 

continues to discuss the need for a 

bulletin after the projection system is 

fully functioning, as well as the 

future of the Parkdale’s music 

ministry, given Troy’s departure.  

The Worship Committee’s 

contribution to the 85th anniversary 

celebration will be to collect 

photographs and assemble a slide 

show depicting our history. 

 

Judy Hamley, Chair of Ministry 

and Personnel, reported that 

Melodee will be leaving for her 

Sabbatical on May 1st for three 

months, returning to Parkdale on 

August 16 after a few weeks’ 

holiday.  Judy also noted that Khan, 

who will retire at the end of 2016, 

plans to take the majority of his 

vacation at the end of the year, so the 
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goal is to find a replacement 

Custodian in time enough that Khan 

can provide training.  A detailed 

procedures manual is under 

development, with Khan’s input, to 

assist future custodians. Anthony 

plans to take vacation from April 9-

11, (Debbie to preach on April 10); 

June 27-29, July 18-August 8.  Study 

leave April 4-5 (Toronto 

Conference) and May 16-22 

(Festival of Homiletics). 

 

Beth Gutsell, Parkdale’s Presbytery 

representative, provided the 

following report: 

 

The Ottawa Presbytery met on 

March 8, 2016 at Stittsville United 

Church with the program of the 

meeting sponsored by the Church in 

Society Ministry Team. The meeting 

focused on a presentation by Chief 

Wilton Littlechild, a commissioner 

with Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission. Prayers were offered 

by a member of Kitigan Zibi and 

drumming and traditional welcoming 

and traveling songs were offered by 

Elaine Kicknosway and her son, 

drummer Theland Kicknosway. 

Dr. Wilton (Willy) Littlechild is a 

Cree chief, residential school 

survivor and lawyer who has worked 

nationally and internationally 

including the United Nations to 

advance indigenous rights and 

treaties. Born in Alberta, he was 

raised at a Roman Catholic 

residential school from 1951 to 1964 

where sports became a very 

important aspect of his life, 

particularly hockey. He is a graduate 

in physical education from the 

University of Alberta, and pursued 

law degrees while on hockey 

scholarships at the University of New 

Mexico.  

 

Chief Littlechild spoke of his 

involvement in the 1980’s in a 

lawsuit brought against the Canadian 

government and the British Crown to 

prevent the patriation of the 

Canadian Constitution until 

Aboriginal and Treaty Rights were 

protected within the constitution. He 

recounted his many years of work 

with the United Nations on the UN 

Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples. This declaration 

was adopted by the United Nations in 

September of 1997 with four 

countries refusing to ratify the 

declaration: Canada, New Zealand, 

Australia and the United States of 

America. Within a few years, he 

recounted all but Canada had ratified 

the UN declaration. Although the 

Canadian government was willing to 

accept most of the Declaration, it was 

not until November 2015 that the 

new Liberal government of Canada 

agreed to implement the Articles of 

the UN Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples. He recounted 

that for nine years he had tried to 

meet with former Prime Minister 

Stephen Harper but since the Liberal 

government came to power, he has 

met with Prime Minister Justin 

Trudeau three times. Chief 

Littlechild punctuated his 

presentation with two short 
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powerpoint presentations related to 

the UN declaration and the Truth 

and Reconcilation Commission. He 

spoke with great humour but 

emphasized the importance of the 

next step, the difficult but rewarding 

task of reconciliation, 

recommending that Canadians 

involve themselves in what he 

humorously called “reconciliaction.” 

His message is an important one as 

Canada and Canadians are called 

upon to follow the path of 

reconciliation in partnership with the 

indigenous people of Canada. It was 

a privilege for Presbytery members 

to hear the message of Chief Wilton 

Littlechild. 

 

Mary McLeod, Chair of Pastoral 

Care, reported that plans have been 

made for the next Special 

Communion on April 3, 2016. In 

addition, Debbie will lead a grief 

workshop on April 17 after worship.  

Easter lilies will be delivered to shut

-ins after the service on Easter 

Sunday.  The Pastoral Care Team 

will help with the 85th Anniversary 

photo directory by arranging for 

onsite photos of our seniors.   

 

Staff Reports: 

 

Written reports had been provided 

by all staff; highlights follow: 

Melodee Lovering reported the 

confirmation of nine young people 

on January 31, 2016 and extended 

thanks to the Membership committee 

for the great breakfast. She noted 

that several of our recent 

confirmands would be willing to 

help serve communion if asked and 

trained.  Worshiplude was a 

wonderful event on February 6 at 

Parkdale with over 400 youth from 

Ontario and Quebec in attendance 

and rocking the house!  Rev. Maggie 

McLeod was the guest speaker and a 

variety of bands and groups provided 

music.  It was generally agreed that 

Parkdale was an ideal venue and the 

YAYA committee expressed its 

thanks to us for hosting.  Our youth 

were very involved in many facets of 

the day from helping with set up in 

the afternoon, to performing a 

tableau based on The Prodigal Son, 

to taking up the offering.  Junior 

Youth had a pancake lunch at the 

Loverings on March 6 followed by a 

trip to Stanley’s Old Maple Lane 

Farm where they enjoyed maple 

candy made on snow and a sleigh 

ride.  On March 13 the group met at 

the church and played sports, board 

games, had a Lenten reflection and 

made beautiful crosses.  During 

March Break, five Parkdale youth 

visited Vancouver Island, enjoying 

all sorts of activities with the youth 

from Zeballos who were here for a 

week in February and worshiped 

with us on February 14.  On 

February 13, a taco dinner was held 
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for all those participating in the 

exchange;  participants were treated to a 

dancing and drumming display in which 

Parkdale youth and the Zeballos youth 

all participated.  On Palm Sunday, the 

Coffee Shop served chicken potpies in 

honour of Pi Day (March 14).  Proceeds 

from Second Blessings over the last few 

months have been going to support the 

SEVEC exchange and help defray 

expenses for the participants.   

On the technology front, Melodee 

offered a workshop on March 3, and 

while several people expressed interest, 

no one was actually able to attend.  

There is a good roster of people who are 

willing to run projection on Sunday 

morning including: Scott Andrews, 

Andrew Barbour, LJ Benoit, Jonah 

Hamer-Wilson, and Jill Williams-

Priddie.  A schedule until the end of June 

is being developed.  Content production 

remains a concern, as Melodee is 

currently the only person actually 

creating slides, and she will be going on 

Sabbatical at the end of April.  During 

this time, some aspects of Melodee’s 

work will be carried out by members of 

the CE committee. Sunday school 

teachers are in place for the Fall session; 

Ellen Andrews will be organizing 

summer Sunday school as this is not 

something that can be done too far in 

advance.  Camille Beaufort will set up 

the classes and attendance sheets for the 

fall as far as she is able to do and has 

also agreed to search out a Christmas 

pageant.  Melodee expressed her 

pleasure in welcoming Camille as the 

new chair of CE and thanked Paul 

Crabtree for all his good work over the 

last few years.  Shannon Cripps has 

joined CE and has been a great addition 

to the grade 2/3 classroom as a teacher.  

Dayanti Karunaratne has also joined the 

committee.  Some Sunday school 

teachers will attend the learning event 

called “Inside Out” at The Met in April.   

 

Debbie Roi reported on her week of 

study leave in early February, as follows: 

 

The first week of February I took time 

away for study leave. This was an 

opportunity to do further work with my 

Spiritual Director’s course, but I also 

knew that I was in need of a mountain 

top experience, so planned to go looking 

for one.  

 

I decided to go to the National Art 

Gallery. And so on Tuesday morning a 

friend and I headed down onto Sussex 

Drive in search of the mountain top 

which we thought we would find in the 

Monet exhibit. Well, I thought I knew 

where I was going. I hadn’t been to the 

gallery for many years, but I remembered 

being there with my Dad, and I knew 

there was an underground parking lot. 

There was a sign, but I knew it wasn’t in 

the right place, you see it was directing 

cars onto an upwards ramp instead of 

downwards, well, luckily I knew better! 

 

“The sign had been moved”, I told my 

friend: so once I turned left towards the 

ramp I veered ever so slightly onto the 

sidewalk to go around the building to the 

parking lot. Trouble was that as I rounded 

the building, instead of a parking garage I 

found yellow posts blocking my way. I 

couldn’t get back onto the road because 

now I was blocked in with a wall on my 

left, snow banks on my right, and an 

unsuspecting driver behind me, who I 

suppose thought I may have some 

leadership skills. He was determined to 

follow me and refused to move. That is 

how I found myself in what I refer to as a 

Mr. Bean moment, driving down the 

sidewalk on Sussex Drive. I went about a 

block before I came to the corner of 

Bruyère where I could finally turn 
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around. I was certain I would be stopped 

by the police and lose my license, and 

figured at the very least, I may end up on 

a youtube video. Nevertheless, tears of 

laughter rolled down my cheeks as I 

drove along that sidewalk. Once turned 

around I chose to follow the sign and 

low and behold, I went up the ramp to 

find that this was in fact the way in to the 

underground parking. 

 

The Monet exhibit was lovely, even 

lovelier was the time I spent in the 

Rideau Chapel which is housed within 

the gallery, but the unexpected mountain 

top moment, when I could hear God 

laughing, and I laughed with him, was 

driving down the sidewalk! 

 

God does have a sense of humor, and I 

am glad that the friend who accompanied 

me does as well. 

 

Mountain top moments humble us, 

transform us, and stay with us for a life 

time. They often happen when we let go 

of trying to control every moment and 

instead enter fully into the life that is all 

around us.  

 

When we enter fully into life in the 

moment in which we find ourselves, we 

find God is right there with us, and we 

find we are on the mountain once again. 

These past few months I have given 

myself over to being in the moment and 

embracing those who are there with me 

and God who is always present. In this 

ministry of Pastoral Care which we 

share, I have experienced moments of 

grace, moments of heart-break, moments 

of joy, moments of longing, moments of 

grief, and moments of being on the 

mountain top.  

I pray that we will all take the time to let 

go of control even for just a little while 

to find where it is that God may lead us. 

We may find ourselves in interesting 

places, but we will never be lost.  

Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthony Bailey reported that he was 

heartened and encouraged by the number 

of participants at the AGM and by the 

level of engagement both in the small 

groups and in the plenary discussions, 

namely the one around our financial 

stewardship and the deficit. Further, he 

was particularly pleased that so many of 

our ‘newer’ folks chose to attend (A 

summary of the AGM appears elsewhere 

in this edition of The Messenger.)  

Anthony also noted that the recent 

Council Elders retreat was worthwhile, 

engaging and helpful for our work 

together. Time was a challenge again, 

however it was encouraging to 

acknowledge that since our last retreat in 

October 2014, we had made progress on 

a few of the items that had emerged, 

such as: the projection system and 

ongoing conversations about re-

development.  

Anthony reported that it continues to be 

a blessing and joy to engage 

experientially and reflectively during 

Tuesday morning Bible Study on the 

three Epistles of John. As well, the 

Lenten series on the “I AM” statements 

of Jesus in the Gospel of John has 

surpassed expectations in terms of 

resonance with the lives and faith 

journeys of the participants. Both of 

these will have their final meetings 

during Holy Week. 

Council Meeting Continued  



43 

Anthony is in the midst of preparing a 

number of couples for marriage this 

year; the first session is in May and 

others continue into the fall. As well, 

there are two families currently 

exploring the possibility of baptism. The 

Baptismal seminars and follow-up 

conversations go a long way towards 

helping families understand the joys, 

privileges and responsibilities of 

Christian initiation. (Next Baptism is 

April 3.) 

 

The 14th season of In From The Cold, 

Parkdale’s supper hospitality ministry, is 

coming to an end. Anthony expressed his 

gratitude for the myriad of volunteers 

who offer their time and gifts in service 

to our neighbours and guests, as well as 

for the excellent musical groups who 

enthusiastically entertain and bless both 

guests and volunteers. A number of the 

guests also come to Parkdale during the 

week for pastoral care, referrals, 

vouchers and other material help. May 

God strengthen us to continue feeding, 

befriending, loving and learning from 

our guests, even as we advocate on their 

behalf for the reduction of poverty, more 

accessible mental health support and 

more affordable housing.  

 

Anthony continues to be active in 

ministry in the public square:  On 

February 19, he gave a lecture and made 

a presentation at the South Nepean 

Muslim Centre (Mosque) on the subjects 

of: the contributions of people of African 

descent to world and Canadian history; 

interfaith cooperation and issues of 

racism and discrimination. About 350 

remained after Friday prayers for this 

presentation and there followed a vibrant 

question and answer period.   

 

On February 24, Anthony was invited 

with other Black leaders to have a brief 

conversation with Prime Minister 

Trudeau regarding issues pertaining to 

barriers to the access and participation of 

racialized peoples in high level political, 

public service, and certain social arenas. 

The event held in Centre Block marked 

the 20th anniversary of the parliament of 

Canada enacting February as Black 

History Month in Canada. 

 

On March 13, Anthony moderated 

and emceed Reconciliation Day, an 

Interfaith event at St. Alban’s Church 

in support of Indigenous 

communities and the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission’s call to 

engage with its recommendations. 

Dr. Cindy Blackstock was the 

principal speaker on the theme of 

reconciliation. 

 
Anthony was recently invited to join the 

Parkdale Food Centre Board and to serve 

as the Religious Community Liaison 

member.  He continues to contribute to 

and support the work and ministry of the 

MOJ, Stewardship, and Worship 

Committees, as well as the Fundraising 

Policy task group and the 85th 

anniversary working group, and offers 

monthly Communion chapel services at 

Westwood and at Carlingview Manor, at 

which he is grateful for the help and 

support of Hazel Bowen and Dian 

Morris. 

 

The meeting closed with a very 

meaningful prayer led by Kathleen 

Stephenson, the Prayer of St. Ephraim the 

Syrian, which is used by Eastern 

Orthodox churches during ‘Great Lent’. 

 

The next meeting of Council will be 

on April 19, 2016 at 7:00 pm in the 

Ladies Parlour.  All are welcome. 
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 We enjoy meeting you and being together in ministry. Parkdale’s 
congregation responds to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings by: 

 

Uniting in joyful worship as an 

act of praise and gratitude, for 

inspiration and guidance 

 
 

Providing learning opportunities 
for the Christian way of life and 

to enhance  

Biblical literacy 

 

Supporting each other through  

pastoral care and concern 

 
Reaching out to people in need 

Promoting justice 

 

Praying for guidance,  

wisdom, and support. 
 

Visitors and newcomers to Parkdale:  
 
Please be on the look-out for our hospitality team who wear 
pale yellow nametags and would be happy to meet you and 
answer your questions. Ask for the ‘Welcome to Parkdale’ 

pamphlet.  


