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WELCOME TO PARKDALE

Welcome to Parkdale United
Church. We enjoy meeting you
and being together in ministry.

If you are visiting, please ask for
a copy of the ‘Welcome to
Parkdale’ edition of the
Messenger. It has a striking
goldenrod cover. Please take a
copy home to read. We hope you
will come again for worship and
fellowship.

Parkdale’s congregation responds
to God’s call and Jesus’
teachings by:
a) Uniting in joyful worship as
an act of praise and
gratitude, for inspiration
and guidance
b) Providing learning
opportunities for the
Christian way of life and to
enhance Biblical literacy
c) Supporting one another
through pastoral care and
concern
d) Reaching out to people in
need
e) Promoting justice
f) Praying for guidance,
wisdom, and support.
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The local neighbourhood, who
helped to support the restoration
efforts financially, will be invited to
the ceremony. All are welcome.

In Brief:
Next Communion
We will be celebrating the
Sacrament of Holy Communion
next on December 9th. This is a
change this year from our usual
first Sunday of December. Please
note the change.

Alternative Giving Ideas
This Christmas:

Rededication of Sanctuary
Doors - December 2, 2012

As many may remember,
Parkdale had a fire at the
southwest corner of the main
sanctuary. The doors and part of
the brick wall were destroyed both
by the fire and the procedures the
firefighters had to undertake to put
out the fire. Thankfully, our
wonderful Trustees got on the job
and the repairs, restoration and
replacement of the doors have
been completed. On December 2,
during the morning worship
service, Dr. Bailey will conduct a
rededication ceremony to the
Glory of God for the new doors.
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www.giftswithvision.ca



United Church resource:
http://
www.tenthousandvillages
.com/



The Parkdale United Church
benevolent fund supports and
helps needy persons all year
round.

MINISTER’S MESSAGE
Coordinating Minister’s Advent/
Christmas Message
“First keep the peace within
yourself, then you can also
bring peace to others.”
Thomas A Kempis,
The Imitation of Christ

Starting afresh is one way that
Christians can think about the
beginning of the Advent season.
Commencing four Sundays
before Christmas day, Advent
signals the start of a new year in
the Christian liturgical calendar.
It is an opportunity to rededicate
ourselves to a deeper worship,
prayer, and service life as we
prepare for the celebration of the
birth of Christ.

congregation is in a sense
“starting afresh.” We will now
move to the next phase which is
about becoming a more
invitational and hospitable
congregation. Steeped in prayer,
we want to support one another
to continue growing in faith as
we intentionally invite and
welcome others into our
fellowship. Ours is the intention
to then continue forming
disciples of Christ as we worship,
study, and engage in the work of
service and justice. A resource
that will support some of this
next phase is called “Unbinding
Your Soul.” Stay tuned!

Over the past year and half,
prompted by what I believe was
God’s response to my prayer for
personal renewal and leadership
direction, God’s Spirit, my
colleagues and a dedicated
coordinating team have helped
me to steward the Unbinding the
Gospel/Unbinding Your Heart
initiative here at Parkdale.
Having just completed the sixweek period of the third phase in
the two-year process – Unbinding
Your Heart – I believe that our

At this time, a good number of us
are recommitting to a practice of
daily prayer, or committing to it
for the first time. The small faith
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group experiences have helped us
to forge deeper and more caring
relationships with one another in
the congregation. As well, many
of us are growing in confidence
regarding speaking about what
we believe, and sharing our faith
in word and deed, in the wider
community

service will explore what it
means to start afresh or to take
another look. (See the “Open
Doors” invitation further on in
this Messenger.)

I am inviting you to pray for this
upcoming service, that we may
all together make a fresh start in
reconnecting with ourselves, with
God, with others, and with what
really matters in our world. Have
you noticed that - especially as
Christmas approaches - it seems
like everybody else is noisier
than God? Flashing neon lights,
glitzy advertising with loud
funky rhythms, boisterous
launchings of new commercial
product lines….you name it. But
what of the things of God? By
and large, they are unadvertised
but are inescapably present and
on display for all who would
notice them. There is no publicity
campaign, no public relations
maneuvers. God just invites us to
look, to pay attention, to renew
our focus, and to steward what is
generously and abundantly
provided.

In fact, we are beginning the
Advent season with an act of
dedication, thanksgiving and
invitation. In a worship
experience we are calling Open
D o o r s @ P ar kd al e, t h e
congregation is being encouraged

to invite a friend, relative, or
colleague to church on December
2nd. We will dedicate the new
doors that replaced those
destroyed by the fire on May 1 of
this year. As well, our guests
together with our usual
congregation will participate in a
slightly different worship
experience that highlights some
of the various ways we offer
praise to God. The theme of the

A few years ago, I had lunch with
someone who enthralled me with
her detailed, attentive description
of a recent walk she took in the
woods. She first described the
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juxtaposition of the soft carpet
of leaves and the dried twigs
that gave way to each step she
took. Then, with the eye of an
artist using words to paint a
mental picture on the canvas
of my imagination, she spoke
of the various tentacle-like
shapes of the leafless branches
against the backdrop of the
autumn’s blue-gray sky. Then she
described the little red berries that
the birds and squirrels ate,
discerning in this the coexistence
of death and life, decay and
nourishment. I thought to myself,
there are some people who are
better at paying attention than
others to the works and gifts of
God.

reconciling?
Each Advent season counsels us
to watch, to look, to wait
actively, and to be attentive.
Perhaps to some all this vigilance
seems overdone: too much
watching, waiting and looking
and not enough acting. The thing
is, I believe that God’s invitation
to watch, to look, to be quiet, to
apprehend and receive God’s
gifting, is both an important
prelude and an essential
compani on to acti ng i n
faithfulness, to striving for
justice, to making peace and to
building authentic human
community. For without this
patient, non-anxious, graceladen, Godly perspective, we too
often act according to impulse,
self-centred needs, and
expediency. Having been
seduced by the lie that our main
task in life is to secure our
existence by the accumulation of
stuff, experiences, relationships,
activities…whatever, we become

Just suppose we were prayerfully
committed to being on “giftwatch” for how God is being
revealed all around us. What
would that do for our sense of
gratitude and wonder?
What
would that do for the way in
which we notice one another and
others we might normally pass
by? What about if we could be
attentive to the works of God,
that are abundant and discernible
to those who look and pay
attention. What would that do for
the way we follow Jesus into the
places where God is at work
mending, restoring, and
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ponderables:

bent out of shape and incapable
of being content.

“I have never been able to
reconcile myself to the gaieties of
the Christmas season.

Someone once wrote:
“Contentment is not the
fulfillment of what you want, but
the realization of how much you
already have.” With me, don’t
you think that being attentive to
the gifting of God and being
content in our lives more
faithfully positions us to be

They have appeared to me
to be so inconsistent with the life
and teaching of Jesus. How I wish
America [remember Canada is part
of the American continent] could
lead the way by devoting the season
to a real moral stocktaking and
emphasizing consecration to the
service of mankind for which Jesus
lived and died on the Cross.”
- Mohandas (Mahatma)
Gandhi
“Let me not be tied down
to property or praise and I shall be
free.
Free from the nagging
ache of envy. Free from the hurts of
resentment. Free to love all and
forgive all. Free to do and say what
is right, regardless of unpopularity.
Free to wander everywhere as
inspiration guides me.”
- Francis of Assisi

available to God’s Spirit, to join
in God’s work of mending the
world? I think this would indeed
help us to resist the anxietyproducing, misguided yet popular
so-called celebrations leading up
to the reverencing of Jesus’s
birth. It would help us to unbind
our hearts and to truly start afresh
this Advent season and beyond.

May all God’s world awake and
gratefully receive God’s abundant
gifting this Christmas season…
Starting afresh together with you all,
Anthony

Let me close with these
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LECTIONARY FOR DECEMBER
First Sunday of Advent
December 2

Third Sunday of Advent
December 16

Jeremiah 33:14–16
Psalm 25:1–10
1 Thessalonians 3:9–13
Luke 21:25–36

Zephaniah 3:14–20
Isaiah 12:2–6
Philippians 4:4–7
Luke 3:7–18

Second Sunday of Advent
December 9

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 23

Baruch 5:1–9
or Malachi 3:1–4
Luke 1:68–79
Philippians 1:3–11
Luke 3:1–6

Micah 5:2–5a
Luke 1:47–55
or Psalm 80:1–7
Hebrews 10:5–10
Luke 1:39–45, (46–55)

Christmas Eve/Day
December 24/25
Isaiah 9:2–7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11–14
Luke 2:1–14, (15–20)

First Sunday of Christmas
December 30
1 Samuel 2:18–20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12–17
Luke 2:41–52
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays in
December
Our warmest
greetings to:

Dec 1
Dec 3
Dec 5
Dec 6
Dec 6
Dec 7
Dec 7
Dec 8
Dec 9
Dec 9
Dec 9
Dec 9
Dec 10
Dec 11
Dec 13
Dec 13
Dec 14
Dec 14
Dec 15
Dec 15
Dec 17
Dec 19
Dec 20
Dec 22
Dec 23
Dec 25
Dec 26
Dec 26
Dec 27
Dec 27

Dec 30
Dec 30
Dec 31
Dec 31
Dec 31
Dec 31

Josee Mela
Ryan Goetz
Nicholas McGregor
Stewart Drodge
Donovan Sealy
Karel Nelson
Rohan Bosch
David Williams
David Smith
Andrea Harris
Naomi McHenry
Olivia FinchamDinsale
Joanna Hamley
Clara Lu
June Coll
Nicole Greaves
Emily Bailey
Rosemary Andrews
Don MacPherson
Adelaide Koch
Dorcas Labwon
Alex Ngwafusi
John Bailey
Sawyer Scatcherd
Marq Nelson
Larissa Sealey
Lily-Rose Fitzgerald
Auden Hall
Derek Fortune
Rolland Borden

Andrew Scott
Aiden Savill
Daniel Laurin
Doretta Charles
Trinity McQuinn
Jeremy McLay

If you would like your birthday to be
a secret, please let the office know
and we will leave you off the list.

CONGRATULATIONS
- TWINS!

Bill and Dian
Morris are pleased
to announce the
arrival of their
greatgranddaughters,
twin girls: Alexis and Hayden
Chadbourn, daughters of Jodie
and Mitch. The babies were
born on Friday, October 19,
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Farewell to Barbara
After ten years of
dedicated service, first as
Staff Associate and
currently as our Minister of
Pastoral Care, Barbara Faught will retire at the end of
December. Over those ten years, most Parkdalers, past
and present, have been touched in some way by Barbara;
through her inspirational prayers and sermons, her
leadership of the Pastoral Care Team, her empathetic
connection with those facing stressful life situations, her
visitation of the ill and shut-in or through her guidance and
participation in so many of
Parkdale’s ministries.
As we prepare to say “au revoir”, we are providing the
opportunity to all to contribute to an appropriate expression
of our appreciation.
Financial contributions may be made through the regular
offering envelopes, through using the Blue Envelopes in the
pews or to the Office, in all cases clearly marking the
envelopes “Barbara’s Gift”.
Contributions by mail should be addressed to:
Parkdale United Church, 429 Parkdale Ave., Ottawa, ON,
K1Y 1H3
On Sunday, December 9th, a luncheon
will be held following the service to
honour Barbara’s contribution to the life
and ministry of Parkdale and to wish her
well in her retirement. Further information
on the event will come soon.
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Why it matters that I’m Christian
Why does it matter that I'm a
Christian? Because it is a mindblowingly wonderful and
inspiring thing to be loved
MORE THAN I DESERVE! I
know God has a plan for me,
and is supporting me, and will
guide me when I ask. Yet so
often I don't ask, I do it on my
own and I do it
wrong. However, I'm blessed by
grace. God loves me. I matter
to God even though I'm so far
from having earned this
love. How can I not be inspired
when the Power of the Universe
is on my team?

grace.
Being Christian makes me
accountable. It matters what I
think, what I say, what I
do. Knowing that someone is
always watching is a challenge
but also a comfort. I am saying
"yes" more because I see God's
call in the opportunities I come
across.
I look at my children and know
God will be with them
always. Their minds are
sometimes a mystery to me but
God knows them and knows
what they need.

As I get older I see more and
more the power of
forgiveness. How we respond to
the hurts done to us has the
power to transform the
world. Jesus, who took on all
our wrongs and who will forgive
us again and again, who will
wash us clean and new, modeled
this forgiveness even from the
cross. It is
never too late to turn around; the
possibility of a new way is
always available. Particularly
when there is conflict and
discord in the church, I am
comforted that it can be repaired
through forgiveness and through

I look at my patients, who are
often suffering, and know that
they have help on their
journey. I look at the world with
all its problems and
complexities and know that help
and healing will come.

One of my favourite hymns is
O Love That Wilt Not Let Me
Go
O Joy that seekest me through
pain,
I cannot close my heart to
thee;
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White Gift Sunday

I trace the rainbow through
the rain,
and feel the promise is not
vain,
that morn shall tearless be.

The White Gift tradition
shares in the spirit of Christ
and the God of love at
Christmas. We give gifts of
love to people in need. These
gifts are often nonperishable
food items which are
distributed to people in the
community, or warm clothes for
the cold winter months. White
Gift Sunday celebrates the
stewardship of God’s love and
giving at the time of year when
we remember the coming of the
King of Kings.

My faith is the seeing the
rainbow through the rain. It
matters that I'm Christian.
-Ellen Andrews

White Gift Sunday is
traditionally held at Parkdale on
the first Sunday in January.
Bring gifts, and they will be
collected by the children to
place at the Nativity Scene and
will then be distributed to
people in the community.

‘Why it matters that I’m
Christian’ is a new, on-going
feature in The Messenger. You
are warmly invited to contribute
your own faith witness.
Send submissions to
pdale@trytel.com.

13

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY

Keith Brown nominated for service to veterans,
neighbourhood
“I’m really grateful to the Westboro Legion for putting my
name forward for the Queen’s Jubilee Medal,” says Stonehurst
Avenue’s Keith Brown, who is being honoured for his
contribution to the Legion and to the neighbourhood.
After spending five years in the Air Force in Canada, years
Brown remembers as “a great life,” he returned to
Mechanicsville where he grew up. Brown joined the legion in
the 70s, but has been very active in it over the past few years.
“As well as supporting Vets, the Legion serves the community.
We raise money for the Ottawa Food Bank, the Ottawa Heart
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Institute, Crime Stoppers, the Newport and Carleton Tavern
Christmas Dinners, the Shepherds of Good Hope, the West End
Hockey League and a variety of other groups.”
As the Legion’s Sergeant At Arms, Brown performs a number of
ceremonial duties including conducting Legion Tributes for
veterans whenever a member of the Legion passes away and the
family requests the service.
“It’s a privilege and honour to conduct the tributes,” says Brown,
noting that with an aging Legion population, there were six
requests last year. The tribute includes draping a flag on the
casket or providing a special cushion for the urn in the case of
cremation. “We present each mourner with a poppy and play The
Last Post as well,” says Brown. Arranging the colour flags is the
last detail of the tribute.
On November 11, Brown will be assisting dignitaries at the
Westboro Cenotaph with the service. “My role at the Legion
meetings and at ceremonies is to maintain decorum,” he says. “It
takes quite a bit of time, but I enjoy it, I like to make sure the
Vets are looked after.”
Visits to the Pearly Rideau Veterans’ Health Centre, selling
poppies over the next week and assisting with the social life of
the Legion round out Brown’s service.
When he’s not at the Legion, Keith Brown can be found on the
hockey rink named after his uncle Tom. “I coached for over thirty
years, took care of the outdoor rink at Laroche Park after my
uncle and I’m still playing in a men’s league for the over 70
crowd.”
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offering up the contemporary
songs I enjoy.

How and what brought
you to Parkdale ?

My faith is greatly boosted by
study, so I attended the “Lord’s
Prayer” sessions last winter and
more recently the excellent
“Unbinding Your Heart”
program.

Chris King, since 2011
A year ago November, after three
years of visiting various
churches, I decided that I didn’t
wish to go through another
Christmas without a home
church. I decided to “check out”
Parkdale as I already knew
Anthony during my four years
at the Ottawa Lay School, as well
as having attended my brother
Ken Armstrong’s family events,
such as funerals, weddings and
baptisms here. I also had the
pleasure of meeting Barbara
Fraught in her excellent capacity
as Pastoral Care Minister.

As an added bonus for joining
Parkdale United, I get a great big
hug from my great-niece, Emily,
Sunday mornings. Who could
ask for more?

What really impressed me about
Parkdale, besides Anthony’s
outstanding sermons, was the fact
that Parkdale is a “store front”
church, serving the community
via In From the Cold, rummage
sales, etc.
My husband Larry, son Edward,
and I appreciate that the
congregation is multi-aged, multi
-cultural, and welcoming to
special needs individuals. The
music program offers a lovely
variety with many gifted people
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Featured at Parkdale
History of the FUMBLIN’ FINGERS BAND
The Fumblin’ Fingers Band has its roots in The Atlantic Voices
Choir which began in 2002, show-casing Newfoundland and
Maritime music for Ottawa audiences.
At the semi-annual concerts, we tried to have East Coast
musicians as guests: guitarists and fiddlers playing jigs and
reels, etc. Twice we had booked accordion players, but both
times they could not follow through on their promises. After the
second failure in January of 2004, I said to myself, “This is
ridiculous! I’m going to learn how to play the darn thing!”
One month later, I had rented a small accordion which I had
picked because of the colour….it was turquoise, my favourite!
….and I began lessons at Dominic’s Music Academy. Within two
months, the turquoise accordion was too small for me….I
needed more buttons to press!…..and I bought the red one
which I use today.
In June of 2004, there was a Choir BBQ at which some of us
were asked to entertain musically. We had two accordions, one
fiddle, one bass, and 2 guitars. We had so much fun that we
decided to continue getting together, and by August, we were a
group calling ourselves the Fumblin’ Fingers. In those days, we
truly lived up to our name, but we continued to have fun and
were asked to play at the following Atlantic Voices Choir concert
in January, 2005. In 2006, we were asked to play at a few
birthday parties, and since then, we have entertained at
Seniors’ Residences, fund-raisers, a wedding reception, dances,
lobster suppers, church services (Parkdale United being a lucky
recipient), and kitchen parties…a total of 113 gigs, many of them
free of charge. We have produced two CDs, which are available
for sale ($15.00), and we continue to entertain wherever and
whenever we are asked.
(www.fumblinfingers.ca), 613-722-9240
Hannie Fitzgerald, member of Parkdale United Church
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This month, Christians around
the world will be celebrating
Christmas, the birth of Jesus
Christ. Christmas pageants
everywhere will tell the story of
Mary and Joseph riding a donkey
to Bethlehem where Mary gives
birth to a baby boy in a stable.
The “baby”, wrapped in
swaddling cloths, is then placed
in a “manger”, usually depicted
as a feeding trough full of straw.
This is often followed by three
“wise men” or “kings” who visit
the little Jesus while he is

What Do These Stones
Mean to You? 1
Adventures in Biblical
Archaeology
Annunciation in Nazareth
and Nativity in Bethlehem
By: Tom Grozinger
Editor’s Note: for additional colour
photographs, see the electronic
version of this article in The
Messenger posted on Parkdale
United Church’s website:
www.parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/
NewsAndEvents/MessengerMain.htm

Photograph #1 – inside the Church of the Annunciation –
Notice the cave that is believed to have been part of Mary’s house. But, why
does the Bible record Jesus’ birth as being in Bethlehem and not Nazareth?
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she is still a virgin, to which
Gabriel responds, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be
holy…” (Lk 1:35). Note that the
Annunciation takes place in
Nazareth, a village in the Galilee
region.

sleeping on the hay in the
manger, each leaving a gift. But,
what does the Bible actually say
about Jesus’ birth?
Many may be surprised to find
that of the four Gospels, only the
Gospel of Matthew and the
Gospel of Luke even mention the
events surrounding Jesus’ birth.
Matthew’s Gospel is sparse on
particulars, but does refer to an
angel of the Lord appearing to
Joseph and telling him in a dream
that Mary’s child was conceived
by the Holy Spirit and that
Joseph should take Mary as his
wife. Matthew does not say
anything about a donkey, a stable
or even a manger. But, in
chapter 2 of the New Revised
Standard Version translation of
the Bible (NRSV)2, the Gospel
states “…after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem in Judea,….”.
Matthew is therefore clear as to
Jesus’ place of birth - Bethlehem.

I had the opportunity of visiting
the Church of the Annunciation
in Nazareth during my visit to
Israel. This church is built over
and around the site traditionally
identified as the location where
the angel Gabriel appeared to
Mary and told her that she would
bear the Son of God. The focal
point of the church is a stone
cave which we were told was a
typical feature in such ancient
homes – it could have served as
the place to keep food since there
were no refrigerators available
back then! Also found nearby
were the remains of what appears
to be a carpenter’s shop. A
church (St. Joseph’s Church) has
now also been built over and
around these remains. Was this
the carpenter’s shop of Joseph?
Was the cave part of Mary’s
house? While it is not possible to
say so with certitude, excavations
have exposed archaeological
remains of ancient Nazareth,

The Gospel of Luke provides
more detail. In this Gospel, we
learn that the angel Gabriel
visited Mary in a town in Galilee
called Nazareth and “announced”
to her that she would conceive a
son to be named Jesus, and that
he would be called the Son of
God. Mary questions the angel,
saying how could this be since
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proving that the area was indeed
a settled village. Thus, we must
rely on the witness of Luke’s
Gospel to fill in some of the
details.

day census). This reason is not
without contention given what
appears to be some historical
inconsistencies in the narrative,
although these might be
reconciled on a nuanced reading
of the text. Is it because, as some
scholars suggest, Matthew and
Luke wanted to show Jesus as
being connected to King David
(Bethlehem was referred to as the
City of David)? Whatever the
case may be, on a narrative
reading, both Gospels firmly
place Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem,
and not in Mary’s and Joseph’s
hometown of Nazareth.

How could Luke know such
specific details, since the Gospel
was written many years after
Jesus’s death? Likely Mary
herself provided them. The Bible
does not record anyone else
being present when Mary spoke
to the angel Gabriel, yet we know
the very words that Mary said to
the angel: “Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with
me according to your word.” (Lk,
1:38).

As noted above, Matthew’s
Gospel has virtually no details
about Jesus’ birth. Luke’s
Gospel, however, states that
while Mary and Joseph were in
Bethlehem to be registered, “…
the time came for her to deliver
her child. And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn”.
(Lk. 2:6-7 NRSV). We often
assume that it was immediately
upon Mary’s arrival in
Bethlehem that she gave birth
(reinforced by typical Christmas
pageant time constraints), but
Luke simply states “while they
were there” (Lk 2:6), which may

It would seem that Mary told
others of the events, including
what the shepherds said who
came to visit the baby Jesus after
his birth, since Luke states in
2:19: “But Mary treasured all
these words and pondered them
in her heart.”
But, why does the Bible record
Jesus’ birth as being in
Bethlehem and not Nazareth?
Luke explains that the reason
Mary and Joseph had to leave
Nazareth to go to Bethlehem was
to comply with a decree by the
Emperor Augustus for people to
be registered (like our modern-
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meaning “guest room” or
“upper chamber”.3 In fact,
“guestroom” is how the word
is translated in the Common
English Bible (CEB), rather
than “inn.” There is no
mention of a stable in Luke’s
account of Jesus’ birth. We
are told only that after his
birth, Mary laid him in a
“manger.”

have meant that they had been
in Bethlehem for some time.
One assumes riding a donkey
in the last few days of
pregnancy would have been a
challenge!
Also, in many a Nativity play,
we see the “innkeeper” who
says that he has no room to
give the expectant couple in
his “inn”, so they are offered a
space in a nearby stable. But,
the Greek word used in Luke
(and that is now translated in
many Bible versions as “inn”)
is actually “kataluma”,

A manger had a different
connotation in ancient times
than it does today. We tend to
associate a manger (a feeding
trough for animals) as part of a

Photograph #2 – exterior of the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. The
location traditionally identified as the place of Jesus’ birth.
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Photograph #3 – The star marking the exact location in the cave inside the
Church of the Nativity where tradition says Jesus was born

stable, separate and apart from
any living quarters, but it
appears that it was not
uncommon for certain animals
to be sheltered at times within
homes in ancient Israel. 4 For
example, the Bible records a
“fatted calf” being in a house
(1 Sam.16:24). According to
one source, the Greek word
used in Luke referred to the
ledge at the end of a room that
was used as a stall to hold food
(e.g., hay) for animals of
travellers.5

In Bethlehem, I visited the
Church of the Nativity. This
Church is built over the cave
that tradition says was the site
where Mary gave birth to
Jesus. Visitors are able to
descend a flight of stairs from
the main floor of the church
into the cave area. The actual
place of Jesus’ birth is marked
by a golden star with a hole in
the middle, allowing one to
touch the cave floor. Imagine
being able to stand in the place
where Jesus was said to be
born – the little baby who
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Luke also describes the
shepherds in the fields to whom
an angel of the Lord appeared
and told them of “good news”,
that a Saviour, the Messiah, was
born that day in the city of David
and that they would find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger (Lk 2:12).
Luke records the shepherds
saying that they would go to
Bethlehem, and upon doing so,
finding Mary and Joseph, as well
as the child lying in the manger
(Lk.215-16). I also had the
opportunity of visiting the nearby
Shepherd’s Field while in
Bethlehem, and saw a cave there
that could have been used by the
very shepherds described in
Luke.

would change the world!

Not too far from the star is the
location of what tradition
describes as the “manger” or
place where Mary would have
laid the baby Jesus.
As with Mary’s house, caves it
would seem were not unheard of
in ancient Israel as features of
homes or used as dwellings (see,
for example, Gen.19:30), and
perhaps were used at times to
shelter animals.
Although none of the four
Gospels refer to the birthplace of
Jesus as a cave, none describe it
as a typical stable structure
either. However, the noncanonical gospel known as the
Protoevangelium of James, a
narrative that is considered to
have been written about 145AD,
describes Jesus’ birth as having
been in a cave.6

After Jesus was born in
Bethlehem, Matt 2:1 states that
“wise men from the East came.”
The evangelist’s account is the
only place in the canonical
Gospels that we find reference to
these wise men. Typically, we
speak of 3 wise men, but
Matthew does not indicate a
specific number. Perhaps
because Matthew records the
wise men as bringing 3 types of
gifts, gold, frankincense, and
myrrh, it was assumed that there
was one wise man per gift.
Matt.2:11 states that after the

Given the scarceness of detail in
the canonical accounts of Jesus’s
birth, it is the witness of tradition
echoing over the centuries that
gives us an opportunity to fill in
some of the gaps. Perhaps the
typical Nativity crèche scene
needs to be re-designed to look
like a cave!
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wise men saw that the star they
had followed stopped “over the
place where the child was” then
“on entering the house, they saw
the child with Mary his
mother….”. Thus, this Gospel
refers to the child being in a
“house” by the time the wise men
arrived – was this the same
accommodation in which Mary
gave birth to Jesus? It has been
suggested that the wise men
arrived sometime after the actual
birth, so it is possible that the
newborn Jesus and his parents
could have been in more standard
guest accommodations from that
typically associated with Jesus’
birth.

a time to ponder anew the love
that God has for all creation, and
to reflect that each and every one
of us has already received the
greatest gift of all! The belief in
God sending his only Son as a
light in the darkness is a matter
of faith –after all, the stones of
archaeology can only say so
much!

1

Joshua 4:6
Except if otherwise expressly
stated, all Scripture quotations
are from the NRSV translation of
the Bible.
3
Gary A. Byers “Away in a
Manger, but Not in a Barn, the
Nativity Like You’ve Never Seen It
Before”, Found online
November 7, 2012 at: http://
biblestudymagazine.com/
preview/NovDec09Manger.pdf
4
Ibid.
5
found online November 4, 2012
at: http://
www.christiananswers.net/
dictionary/manger.html
6
“Gospel of James” on
Wikipedia, found online
November 4, 2012 at: http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Gospel_of_James
2

Was Jesus born in a “stable”,
“cave” or some other type of
accommodation? Might he have
been born elsewhere than in
Bethlehem? While the questions
are intriguing, the more
important question is: does it
really matter? I think not. What
really is important is that the
Bible records that approximately
2,000 years ago, an event took
place which has forever changed
how we view history – “And the
Word became flesh and lived
among us, and we have seen his
glory…” (Jn 1:14). Christmas is
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RECIPE
Vegan Pumpkin pie with pecan pie crust
by Leigh Melanson
http://healthykitchenblog.blogspot.com/
Pecan Crust
3/4 cup pecan halves
3/4 cup rolled oats
3/4 cup whole wheat pastry flour
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 pinch salt
1/4 cup vegetable oil
3 tablespoons real maple syrup
Pie Filling
1 cup soy milk (or other non-dairy
milk)

1/4 cup arrowroot powder or
cornstarch
1 (15 ounce) can pumpkin puree (not
pumpkin pie filling)
1/2 cup real maple syrup
1/2 - 1 tablespoon grated fresh
ginger (add to your taste)
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg
1/8 teaspoon ground cloves

Directions
Set rack in the middle of the oven, and preheat oven to 375 degrees F (190
degrees C). Lightly oil a 9 inch pie plate. Set aside.
Spread nuts over a baking pan. Toast for 7 to 10 minutes, or until the smell of
nuts fills the kitchen. Set aside 16 pecan halves for garnish.
Combine oats, flour, remaining pecans, cinnamon, and a pinch of salt in a
food processor bowl. Pulse until mixture becomes a coarse meal. Transfer to
a mixing bowl. Whisk together oil and maple syrup and mix into dry
ingredients to form a soft dough. Press mixture into prepared pie plate.
Crimp edges. Bake for 10 minutes, and set aside to cool.
Blend soymilk and arrowroot/cornstarch in the food processor until the
arrowroot is completely dissolved and the mixture is smooth, about 15
seconds. Add pumpkin, maple syrup, ginger, cinnamon, salt, nutmeg, and
cloves; process until thoroughly blended. Pour filling into baked crust, and
smooth the top with a spatula.
Bake for about 35-40 minutes, or until the crust is lightly browned and the
outside inch of the filling is set. Don't worry if the center is still soft; it firms
up as the pie cools. Transfer pie to a wire the rack. Gently press toasted
pecan halves into hot filling in 2 concentric circles. Cool to room
temperature, and then chill until set, at least 3 hours to overnight. Serve
chilled or at room temperature.

VOICES FROM OLD FRIENDS
Kim S. Vidal, Former Youth Minister at Parkdale

I served Parkdale United Church in the capacity of interim
youth minister from September 1, 2007 until June 30, 2008.
From there, I completed my internship at Grace-St. Andrew’s
United Church (Arnprior) and the Arnprior Villa from August
1, 2008 until April 30, 2009 which was a requirement for my
ordination.

Rev. Kim S. Vidal with her husband, Kenny Kim and their two children,
Justin (almost 13) and Jacob (almost 10)

I was ordained in June 2009 at the Annual General Meeting
of the Montreal-Ottawa Conference along with the Rev.
Andrew Love and the Rev. Nick Phillips, both of whom
have strong connections with Parkdale.
In September 2009, I was settled in the Osgoode-Kars
Pastoral Charge serving a two-point charge congregation –
St. James United Church (Osgoode) and Trinity United
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Church in Kars. This is the third year of my settlement
ministry and it is both a very rewarding and challenging
journey for me and my family.
Ken continues to be the number one supporter in my
ministry. He works at a company called Telepin in Kanata
as a “Solutions Architect”. His involvement in the two
churches is very modest but he enjoys attending the regular
Community Men’s Breakfast which is an ecumenical
endeavour among the five churches in the area. He also
assists in Sunday School from time to time and puts in his
two cents when my laptop is going nuts on me!
As you are aware, we are blessed with two boys, Justin and
Jacob. How they have grown bigger and wiser through the
years! Both are in the French Immersion program. Justin is
in Grade 8 at Greenbank Middle School, a math wiz and a
science enthusiast. Jacob is in Grade 4 at Knoxdale Public
School. Like his big brother, he loves playing Minecraft and
X-Box games. Both play the piano, are red-belters in
Taekwondo, active members of scouting in Kanata and
swimmers. They enjoy attending Sunday School in both
churches, although sometimes I get some whining and
complaining as I drag them out of bed on Sunday mornings.
I hope that one day, we can all visit Parkdale and reconnect with the wonderful people we met during my
ministry there.
I am certain that through challenges and change, God
journeys with us. We are eternally grateful for all the ways
God’s light shines upon us. May we continue to trust the
unfolding of our stories of love, hope and promises.
Yours in Christ’s service,
Kim
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VOICES FROM OLD FRIENDS

Merry Christmas

&

Happy New Year
to All

Our Friends and Family
HOLA!
We hope that you are doing well. We arrived in August 2012 in Buenos
Aires, Argentina. This time, it is only Gary with a job, though. He received a
promotion and is the new Immigration Program Manager at the Embajada de
Canada.
I am taking a 3 years leave of absence. I have been looking for a job, but so far
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to no avail. There are too many doctors in Buenos Aires as University is free
here. I did give a presentation at a Women’s clothing conference here as part of
a high-powered panel on Women and Sports. I spoke on the Female Athlete
Triad (eating disorders, menstrual problems and osteoporosis). I had a Spanish
translator so my presentation took twice as long as everyone else’s, but was
well received.
It has been keeping me busy just exploring, unpacking, organizing, cleaning
and studying Spanish. Buenos Aires is an incredibly vibrant place and we have
had many cultural opportunities including visiting museum exhibit openings,
the World tango festival, Teatro Colon and more. There is a lot of crime, traffic
accidents, deteriorated sidewalks, garbage and dog excrement everywhere.
However, the statutes and architecture are reminiscent of France and the people
are active and friendly.
The Canadian Embassy staff are all quite nice. We live very near the embassy 5 minute walk through a park. The park is active until 10 PM with people
exercising – most with a personal trainer. I am allowed to use the small gym at
the embassy and I take a yoga class there once a week with Gary’s colleague,
Marcie. We have also doggy-sat for her for a total of just over 2 weeks.
Casper, the friendly dog, is a white Swiss shepherd who sheds enormously but
is very cute and loveable. We haven’t got a dog yet ourselves, though. I
haven’t found a place to dance either as we are still trying to figure our way
around with the bus system and trains. We have yet to try the subway, but it
was down with power failures and flooding a couple of days this week. Buenos
Aires is a huge city that must have been gorgeous 50 years ago.
Our apartment is centrally located beside the National Library (Biblioteca
Nacional), in an upscale neighbourhood (Recoleta). It is sufficiently large with
a nice guest bedroom (with private bath). We also have a small den and TV
area. The block has a small pool (not length–worthy) and gym, which we use
irregularly. Dan, our eldest son, came and visited for a weekend, en route from
Mexico to Australia as stage manager for the band, Temper Trap. We are
headed to Ottawa Dec 4-15 (staying at Marriott Residence Inn on Laurier
West) for Gary’s CIC program manager’s course, then to Calgary to visit Rob
(son 2), his wife, Courteney and grandson, Hastings. Hastings will be 3 in
April and Courteney is expecting in June. WOW!
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy, healthy, and prosperous
New Year. Hasta la vista!
Love Valerie and Gary
Editors’ note: Some readers will remember Valerie from the choir prior to her departure.
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PRESBYTERY REPORT — NOVEMBER
Summary of the
November Meeting
of Ottawa Presbytery

working language of the church
in the Congo.
Paul Dillman, Chair of the
Finance Committee presented
the review of 2011 Financial
Statements, the proposed
2013 budget and pastoral
charge assessments. All were
approved by the presbytery.
The motion asking for a
working group to look at the
measures needed to move
to a balanced budget for 2014
was also approved and
those interested in serving
were asked to speak with
either Paul or Lillian Roberts.
In order to keep the total
pastoral charge assessments at
no or very small increase, the
presbytery had approved a
deficit budgets for 2012 and is
approving a deficit budget for
2013.

The November 13, 2012
meeting of Ottawa Presbytery
was hosted by the congregation
of Manotick United Church,
who prepared a gourmet meal.
Following dinner, the
presbytery convened in the
sanctuary with a call to order
and through a Jazz Vesper led
by musicians
Rev. Peter Woods, Brian Brown
and reading by Presbytery
Chair, Rev. Dr. George
Hermanson.
Moe Beere, the Chair of the
Manotick United Church
Council, extended words of
greeting. Guests were
introduced, including an
ecumenical guest Rev. Eloi
Gnutu, from the Eglise du
Christ au Congo Communauté baptiste du
Congo general secretary. He
was accompanied by Richard
Flemming from the Canadian
Fellowship Baptist Church, who
is working in the Congo with
the church. Rev. Gnutu brought
greetings in French, the

The presbytery is continuing to
consider moving towards
becoming an affirming
ministry. Members of the
coordinating committee
reflected on the
importance of making safe
space for all perspectives,
questions and concern. There
was a printed response form
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of upcoming projects and
events. The Point Worship
held on November 10, 2012
was attended by over 100 and
was a great gathering. Plans
are underway for Worshiplude
February 1-3, 2013 and
applications for congregations
to host are available under the
YAYA tab on the presbytery
website. She also spoke of the
upcoming opportunities for
young adults to engage in a
service partnership to Zambia
in May 2013. It could be a life
changing experience for young
people and congregations and
individuals are encouraged to
financially support the project,
which the presbytery
recognized as a mission project
of the presbytery.

that people were asked to
complete and hand in to guide
the work of the group.
A lovely original text hymn,
written by the Rev. Read
Sherman was shared. A
number of people asked that
the hymn text be made
available and it is being
circulated with this summary.
Nicole Beaudry, a member of
the coordinating group for
the conversations amongst
congregations in the Quebec
part of the presbytery,
reported on their work. Rev.
Dr. Garth Mundle has been
serving as a consultant to the
process which has been in
progress for about two years.
The conversation has been
engaging, and at a meeting on
January 19, 2013 the
coordinating group will be
presenting some options for
models of regional ministry.
The timing is good, as the
General Council Executive at its
meeting in late October passed
a directional motion
encouraging the church to be
more proactive in exploring
regional options for ministry
and mission.

M&O Conference Personnel &
Congregational Support
Minister West, the Rev. Whit
Strong, informed the
presbytery about the upcoming
learning modules on the
prevention of sexual abuse and
harassment. In 2010, the
General Council designated that
this learning be mandatory for
all ministry personnel.
However, the value of the
learning is not limited to
ministry
personnel; it would serve all

The Presbytery YAYA Minister,
the Rev. Hilary Merritt, spoke
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Brian highlighted a couple issues:

those in congregational
leadership or staff positions well.
So everyone is being
encouraged to attend a learning
opportunity. Dates will be
circulated early in the new year.
There were terms of reference
approved for the Resource
Centre Fund, which is
comprised of the residual funds
held as a result of the closing of the
Resource Centre. The
application form and terms of
reference will be available through
the office or from the website.

1. The comprehensive review
process which was mandated by
GC41 was initiated with the
naming of the committee. Rev.
Cathy Hamilton, president of M&O
Conference, is one of the
members. The plan is for broad
consultation with the whole
church.
2. The initiatives of the new
moderator, Rev. Gary
Paterson, to keep dialogue open
with those questioning decision of
GC41 on issues like the pipeline
and Israel-Palestine.

Rev. Suzanne Sykes, the Chair of
the Christian Development
Committee, showed a powerpoint
outlining the highlights of the
Diana Butler Bass event
(prepared by Rev. Grant
Dillenbeck). There are plans
underway to host an “open space
technology” event as a follow up in
the new year. Dates will be
available by the December
meeting. Video
licensing previously
coordinated through the
Resource Centre is now being
managed through the CD
committee, in the person of
Isabel Bender. Marriage
preparation courses will be offered
in the spring of 2013.

A full summary of the GCE meeting
can be found online
on the United Church of Canada
webpage.
Rev. Angelika Piché updated the
presbytery on the new
ways in which Ministères en
français is being structured
and resourced. The hope is to
broaden the participation.

Rev. Laurie McKnight-Walker
played flute music as a
concluding time of reflection
and benediction.
Rev. Lillian Roberts
Presbytery Minister

General Council Executive update
was done by Rev. Brian Cornelius,
who serves as the chair of the
permanent finance committee of
General Council.
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PARKDALE FOOD CENTRE
We wish to thank everyone for donating to the
shopping cart on Sundays. We want to remind you
of some items of which we are in particular need for
future Sundays:










Canned vegetables
Pasta
Pasta sauce
Cereal
Soups
Large yogurt containers
Cardboard egg cartons
Plastic bags
Ensure, Boost, or other bottled protein drinks

We ask that empty containers be rinsed out, so that
we can clean them properly before we re-use them.
These containers are used to portion out for clients
needing assistance dish-soap, vinegar, cooking oil,
and other such items. Last week alone we used 100
of these small bottles.
All your donations are greatly appreciated.
Donations are taken weekly to the Food Centre on
Stonehurst Street.
Thank you once again for your continued support!

Words © Read Sherman
Tune: Zilker Park (Are You a Shepherd #126 MV)
Scripture Reference: Luke 2:46-47
November 10, 2012
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The Literacy Table
In From the Cold begins its eleventh season on
Saturday November 10. The Literacy table has
acquired an excellent assortment of reading
material over the summer, but we are always
grateful to add to our stock. If you have books in
good condition (particularly biographies, coffee
table books, history, crafts) and “newer” magazines
dated April 2012 onwards, please leave them in the
green drop box outside the chapel or give them to
a Literacy Table Volunteer any Saturday between
November 10th and March 23, 2013.
In addition, donations of 2013 calendars and
Christmas cards are also appreciated by our guests.
Thank you for your continuing support.
If you have any questions,
please call Brenda at 613-729-0705
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How Bazaar!
This year’s Yuletide Bazaar, held on November 3rd, was a
great success. Once again, it was so busy we ran out of
parking and the aisles were packed! The bazaar featured
its usual attractions: Attic
Treasures, Antiques and
Collectibles, Baking and
Gourmet Foods, Books,
Crafts, Jewellery, Kitchen
and Bath, Linens, Plants
and the Silent Auction. (The
baked goods were
especially popular, as
usual!)
The Yuletide Bazaar is one
of Parkdale’s most import
fundraising activities. This
year we raised over

A very special thank to all
our volunteers and
donors!
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WORSHIPLUDE 2013 -

Feb. 1st -3rd
Start making plans to host one of
our out-of-town groups at your
church and to get involved !!

Young Adults
– enjoy a FREE
community
MEAL the 4th
Sunday of each
month at All
Saints Anglican Church, 317
Chapel St. at Laurier, east of
uOttawa. EAT. MEET.
REFLECT. And connect – with
each other, with God and with
the community. As we gather we
consider what it means to be
faithful in the midst of work,
school, family, and relationship.
We seek to encourage one
another as we connect the dots
between faith and real life.
Doors open at 4pm.


**For details and information on
SUBSIDIES for our upcoming

YOUNG ADULT
GLOBAL
PARTNERSHIP VISIT
TO ZAMBIA
in May 2013, contact your
YAYA minister. APPLY
SOON……LIMITED SPACE
AVAILABLE!



OPEN TABLE is a partnership
between Anglican, Lutheran,
Presbyterian and United
Church communities seeking
to serve Ottawa area young
adults. www.theopentable.ca
For more information on Youth & Young Adult Ministry
Programs in Ottawa Presbytery, contact your YAYA minister,
Rev. Hilary Merritt: hmerritt@uccanottawa.org or 613-2245318 ext. 17 or visit http://www.uccanottawa.org and click
on Youth and Young Adults
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Canadian Centennial Choir, subscription

Christmas Around the World
Tuesday, December 18th, 2012, 7:30 p.m.
Centretown United Church
507 Bank Street, Ottawa

The Canadian Centennial Choir’s Christmas concert will
present carols and songs from around the world.
Accompanied by guest instrumentalists, the choir will
perform new compositions and traditional favourites in
an eclectic variety of musical flavours, from spirituals to
salsa.
Adult tickets:
$22 in advance,
$25 at the door .
Seniors/students:
$18 in advance,
$22 at the door
Valerie Hum, 613-728-8830

38

Christian Meditation
"Be still and know that I am God"
Join us to experience Christian meditation, an
ancient tradition of being with God in silence, also
called the "prayer of the heart".
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. and
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the Ladies Parlour.

Info: Elise Mennie, dunmenni@hotmail.com,
819-595-1294
or Jennifer Payne, odumodus@sympatico.ca,
613-692-0876
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A CHRISTMAS MARRIAGE
By John Harewood
Namby Precocious and Pamby Fastidious have been neighbours for a
long time. They usually meet at the bus stop every workday and talk
about what’s new in their lives while they await the bus and after
boarding it. The imminent arrival of the Christmas season is no
exception.
Namby : Good morning, Pamby.
Pamby: And a good morning to you too, Namby.
Namby: You look different this morning; has something
happened?
Pamby : Well, something is always happening; if the sun isn’t
shining, it’s overcast, if it isn’t overcast, it’s raining, and if it isn’t
raining, it’s snowing and all the rest that I don’t need to tell you
about.
Namby: You know, they should hire you on the weather channel,
but you didn’t answer my question: I wanted to know why you
were looking different.
Pamby: Different? I’ve got the same face because I know that
Botox can’t do anything for me. I’m wearing the outfit which I
always wear on Tuesdays and I’m smiling when I see you.
Namby: You still don’t get it. I’m not talking about any of those
things. Don’t you feel strange having a book in your hand?
Pamby: Is that what you mean by different ?
Namby: Yes. So why do you have a book this morning? You
mustn’t think that I or any of your friends will be easily
impressed.
Pamby: No, I know that you’re a hard nut to crack---sorry to be
so original!
Namby: Leave me out of it. Why the book?
Pamby: I’m studying Four Letter Words. They’ve had a bad
reputation for a long time, so I think that if I find out more about
them, I’ll be able to clean them up.
Namby: I can see the newspaper headlines already, ”Curious
Campaigner wishes to clean foul mouths!”
Pamby: You can make fun of it , but it’s a serious project.
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Namby: So when did you get this latest brain-wave?
Pamby: Oh! I had wanted to do it for Lent rather than give up my
glass of wine at dinner, but one Saturday at Canadian Tire, a young
whippersnapper cut me off from a parking space and I called him
something, not a four-letter word, but it sounded like one. My eight
-year old was in the car and heard me.
Namby: So that’s why you gave it up?
Pamby: Yes, I felt like a hypocrite.
Namby: So, you are taking it up again?
Pamby: Yes, it seemed like something practical to do for
Christmas.
Namby: Christ!! Sorry, excuse me! I’m just tired of hearing about
people doing this and that for Christmas and as soon as Christmas
is over, they’ll be doing this and that for New Year’s.
Pamby: It’s okay! “Christ” is not a four-letter word and it’s not
strange to hear it at Christmas time.
Namby: You’re lucky that I didn’t say something else.
Pamby: Pity! Then I could have looked it up. This book tells us
about the origins and root of any four-letter word you can imagine.
Namby: So, it’s as if you are googling it, eh?
Pamby: Yes, and I’m finding that four-letter words are colourful
and fascinating. They express all kinds of emotion, especially when
we use them spontaneously. Do you realize that the first word
which I used to you this morning has a four-letter word in it?
Namby: What was it again?
Pamby; Oh Christ!! Do you mean you forgot already? You see, I’m
right when I say that you never listen to me.
Namby: Now we’re even, you got your “Christ” in too. Funny how
he comes into the conversation. Anyhow, you sound like me telling
my husband that he doesn’t listen to me. But what was the word
again?
Pamby: For Christ’s sake, it was “Good morning!”
Namby: That’s right ! And, of course, the four-letter word there is
“Good”, and I told you “Good morning” too, so both of us were
saying the same thing. That’s a change too.
Pamby: Funny, eh? We tell each other “Good morning” whether
it’s a fine morning or not.
Namby: So it sounds as if each of us is wishing that it will be a good
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morning for the other.
Pamby: Yes, and as I think of it, I wonder who was the first to
think of joining the two words “good” and “ morning” together. It
made them like a kind of marriage.
Namby: Now you are getting deep. You are different this morning.
Pamby: Well, they say that every dog must have his day, so I’d
better enjoy mine while I’m ahead.
Namby: Okay, you may be other things, but you aren’t quite a dog
yet.
Pamby: Thank you for the vote of confidence!
Namby: Seriously, though, I like the idea of words being married to
one another. And, as we speak, to quote my favourite politician, I
have been trying to find how many other words have this fourletter word in them or are joined to it. There’s “good afternoon,
good evening, good night and good day”.
Pamby: And good riddance, good grief, and goodbye.
Namby: Why do you have to be so negative?
Pamby: Okay, let’s try good luck, good time, good round and good
taste.
Namby: But wait a minute! You say that this is a Christmas
project, eh?
Pamby: Yes.
Namby: So, how come there’s nothing Christmassy so far?
Pamby: Oh Goodness! You’re right.
Namby: Wow! You didn’t say “O Christ “ this time.
Pamby : No, I’m on a roll with “Good”. So, here we go again.
There’s “Good tidings.”
Namby :Yes, as in “Good tidings” of great joy.
Pamby: And “Good Christian men” as in “Good Christian Men,
Rejoice!”
Namby: What about the women? Are there no “Good Christian
women?
Pamby: Of course!
Namby: I suppose that you’re going to tell me that when it says
“Good Christian Men,” it means “Women,” too?
Pamby: Yes. Sometimes, we mightn’t have the word there, but as
long as the intention is there, that is what counts.
Namby: So when it says “Good King Wenceslas,” it means “Good
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Queen Wenceslas,” too?
Pamby: It could.
Namby: So, have you found a word with “good” in it which would
show that kind of intention?
Pamby: For Christ’s sake, you mean it’s Christmas and you don’t
know it?
Namby: Tell me, is it like one of those fair-weather friends, here
today and gone tomorrow?
Pamby: Now, it’s you who are sounding negative.
Namby: Why shouldn’t I? You haven’t mentioned anything
Christmassy with women in it. I want to hear a word, one which
includes men and women, is used lot at Christmas, and while we
are at it, may be for all genders, ages --- for all seasons.
Pamby: I know one. Do you want to guess?
Namby: The only one which I can think of is “GOODWILL”
Pamby: Right on! Two four letter words that have been married a
long time.
Namby: Pity that we so often wait until this time of year to Deck the
Halls with it.
Pamby : True, but what’s good is that we still haven’t forgotten it.
Copyright @John Harewood
12.11.12
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Second Blessing
Coffee Shop
Next dates:
December 2

EDITORIAL BOARD

At the end of
September, the
Parkdale deficit was
$22,647.

Editors this issue: Blaine and
JuleePauling
Proofreader: Jaylyn Wong
Contributors: Valerie Hum,
Peter Meerburg, Tom Grozinger,
Valerie Hindle, Kim Vidal, John
Harewood, Ellen Andrews and
you???
Call (613) 728-8656 to volunteer.
The Parkdale Messenger is
published at Parkdale United Church
on the last Sunday of each month
and includes a
calendar of events and activities for
the following month. We
appreciate any submissions to the
Parkdale Messenger. We reserve the
right to edit, condense or reject
submissions, but will try to find
space for all.

Parkdale United
Church depends on
donations from the
congregation to fund
our ministries,
building and to
provide for our
community and
United Church
Mission and Service
Fund contributions.

Next issue: January 2013. Editor
next issue: Danica Rogers
Please submit articles and materials
to pdale@trytel.com or the church
office

by December 17.
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