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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK
Being on Gift Watch

ticularly by
President-elect
Donald Trump,
is alarming and
condemnable.

What are we hoping for? What are
we anticipating during these Advent
and Christmas seasons? Advent is a
wonderful gift to us and to the
world, I think. It is the beginning of
the Christian year and as spiritual
“questers” and aspiring disciples of
Jesus, it gives us a chance to renew
our commitment to God - not that
we need the start of a liturgical season to do this.

The Advent and Christmas stories
are filled with the realities of life
and are not to be sanitized and romanticized. There is catastrophe that
is predicted, there are calls to repentance, there is displacement of people
(census), there is violence (Herod’s
murderous campaign), there are outcasts (shepherds and the Wise Ones
were regarded as outcasts in Jewish
society). Yet into these realities, the
good news of God is deposited in
the flesh, so to speak. Jesus is born.
Jesus the Prince of Peace, the harbinger of hope and justice and love
and righteous judging. We are authorized and emboldened by this
Jesus to speak out and stand up
against racism, misogyny, hatred,
and violence against the LGBTQ+
communities. All of this is part of
the gifting from God to the world.
But not all see it this way.

Have you noticed that generally, but
especially as Christmas approaches,
everybody else seems noisier than
God? Vitriolic and bigoted rhetoric,
bombastic tweeting, ‘shock’ headlines, glitzy advertising with loud
funky rhythms, boisterous launchings of new commercial product
lines….you name it. But what of the
things of God? By and large they
are unadvertised but are inescapably
present. There is no publicity campaign; no public relations maneuvers. God just invites us to look, to
listen, to pay attention, to renew our
focus, to act with wisdom and passion and love.
In recent weeks however, the noise
has gotten so much nastier. I am
talking about the noise of bigotry,
hate, racist vandalism, misogyny,
violence and the like. The unleashing and emboldening of hateful
speech and acts that have come
about as a result of the recent election cycle in the United States, par-

Some years ago, around this time of
year, I had lunch with someone who
enthralled me with her detailed, attentive description of a recent walk
she took in the woods. She first described the juxtaposition of the soft
carpet of leaves and the dried twigs
that gave way to each step she took.
Then, with the eye of an artist using
words to paint a mental picture on
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the canvas of my imagination, she
spoke of the various tentacle-like
shapes of the leafless branches
against the backdrop of the autumn’s blue-gray sky. Then she described the little red berries that the
birds and squirrels ate, discerning in
this the coexistence of death and
life, decay and nourishment. I
thought to myself, there are some
people who are better at paying attention than others to the works and
gifts of God.

been seduced by the lie that our
main task in life is to secure our existence by the accumulation of stuff,
experiences, relationships, activities…whatever, we become bent out
of shape and incapable of being content.
Someone wrote: “Contentment is
not the fulfillment of what you
want, but the realization of how
much you already have.” Don’t you
think that being attentive to the gifting of God and being content in our
lives would much more faithfully
position us to be available to God’s
Spirit, and to join in God’s work of
mending the world?

Just suppose we could always be on
“gift-watch” for how God is being
revealed. What would that do for
our sense of gratitude and wonder?
What about if we could be attentive
to the works of God, that are abundant and discernible to those who
look and pay attention? What would
that do for the way we follow Jesus
into the places where God is at
work?

I think this would indeed help us to
resist the anxiety-producing, misguided yet popular so-called celebrations leading up to the reverencing
of Jesus’ birth.
Let me close with these ponderables.

The lectionary readings in the early
part of Advent counsel us to watch,
to look and to be attentive. Perhaps
to some all this vigilance seems
overdone. Too much watching and
looking and not enough acting. The
thing is, I believe that God’s invitation to watch, to look, to apprehend
and receive God’s gifting is an important prelude to acting boldly in
faithfulness, to struggling for justice, to making peace and to building authentic human community.
For without this patient, nonanxious, grace-laden, Godly perspective, we too often act according
to impulse and expediency. Having

“I have never been able to reconcile myself to the gaieties of the
Christmas season. They have appeared to me to be so inconsistent
with the life and teaching of Jesus.
How I wish America [remember
Canada is part of the American continent] could lead the way by devoting the season to a real moral
stocktaking and emphasizing consecration to the service of mankind
for which Jesus lived and died on
the Cross.”
Mohandas (Mahatma) Gandhi
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Watching, looking and receiving
together with you all,

“Let me not be tied down to property or praise and I shall be free. Free
from the nagging ache of envy.
Free from the hurts of resentment.
Free to love all and forgive all.
Free to do and say what is right,
regardless of unpopularity. Free to
wander everywhere as inspiration
guides me.”
Francis of Assisi

Anthony

Advent and Christmas Calendar
December 4, 2016
10:30 am – Celebrating Communion
5:00 pm – Intergenerational supper, games and carol sing ing
All welcome
December 11, 2016
10:30 am – Worship and Children’s Pageant
7:00 pm – Statistics Canada Choir concert for In From the Cold
December 18, 2016
10:30 am – Worship with special Christmas choral music and
soloists
December 21, 2016
7:00 pm – Special Reflective Christmas Service in the Chapel.
All are invited, especially those for whom Christmas
time is challenging and filled with difficult memories
and feelings.
December 24, 2016
5:00 pm – Early Intergenerational Christmas Eve service
10:00 pm – Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve service
December 25, 2016
10:30 am – Christmas Day service
January 1, 2017
10:30 am – Lessons, Carols and Special Music
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LECTIONARY FOR

DECEMBER
Second Sunday of Advent - December 4, 2016
- Isaiah 11:1-10
- Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
- Romans 15:4-13
- Matthew 3:1-12
Third Sunday of Advent - December 11, 2016
- Isaiah 35:1-10
- Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55
- James 5:7-10
- Matthew 11:2-11
Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 18, 2016
- Isaiah 7:10-16
- Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
- Romans 1:1-7
- Matthew 1:18-25
Nativity of the Lord - Proper I - December 24, 2016
- Isaiah 9:2-7
- Psalm 96
- Titus 2:11-14
- Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)
Nativity of the Lord - Proper II - December 24, 2016
- Isaiah 62:6-12
- Psalm 97
- Titus 3:4-7
- Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20
Nativity of the Lord - Proper III - December 24, 2016
- Isaiah 52:7-10
- Psalm 98
- Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12)
- John 1:1-14
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and other surprises as we laugh together in this beautiful, casual space.

Register by December 5th!

Parkdale's Annual

Location: Galilee Centre, 398 John
St. N, Arnprior. Car-pooling will be
available.

Women's Retreat
January 7th & 8th

To register: Contact Sam Tim
at samluetim@yahoo.ca or call the
church office.

We hope to see as many women
in the congregation as possible
for another great opportunity to
get to know each other better in a
fun, spiritual, two day retreat in
Arnprior.

Registration deadline:
December 5th
Cost: $185 per person

This year's theme is "Steeped in
God’s Love" – knowing God and
letting God work in us brings out
the best in us just as delicious tea
is only brought forth when the hot
water meets the blend. Appreciating the gifts we all bring and acknowledging that without God,
they are often just dry. Focusing
on what is really important and
our spiritual gifts, not just externals.

Payment: A cheque made payable
to Parkdale United, clearly marked
"Women's Retreat" may be put in
your weekly envelope. Special arrangements can be made if you are
unable to pay by contacting Melodee in the office.
Donation: Anyone wishing to donate to enable someone to go may
put a cheque into the weekly envelope, clearly marked "donation for
Women's Retreat" and a tax receipt
will be given.

Bring your favorite tea cup or one
with a history to share, as we use
tea to discuss scripture passages,
partake in a guided reflection using herbs, dance, outdoor activity,
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C
P I Z Z A
R
Everyone is invited to an evening of
O
Carols, Games, and Pizza
On Sunday, December 4 starting at 5 pm L

Family
Night!

G A M E

S

This event is sponsored by our Junior Youth
Group.
To commemorate Parkdale’s 85th Anniversary,
we will be playing old-fashioned games like
Crokinole, Chinese Checkers, and Scrabble, to
name a few. Please bring any board games that
you would like to play, especially if they are old
family favourites!
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International Christmas
71 Somerset Street West, Ottawa
from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
Sunday December 25, 2016
On behalf of the Parkdale congregation, I am
hosting an open house and potluck meal for
international students and Parkdale attendees
who are not with their families at Christmas.
Guests are being invited from Ottawa and
Saint Paul universities. Cultural and religious
differences in food and fellowship will be fully
respected.
If you would like to celebrate Christmas with
us, as a guest or a host/helper, please contact
Theodora Newton at 613-569-3540 or
theodora.newton@bell.net.
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In From the Cold Ministry

The fifteenth season of our In From The Cold Ministry began on
Saturday, November 12th. Our caring, enthusiastic volunteers
prepared and served the delicious four course meal to 117 guests
who were welcomed with warm friendliness. Everyone appeared
delighted to be back and thoroughly enjoyed the spirited, toe tapping music provided by Rob Hilkes and his band FOAM.
The Beverage Table, Book Table and Craft Table were all available for our guests. Both Norm and Judy Tape were missed at the
Craft Table. Their skillful, welcoming, creative presence and
dedication at this table for over 14 years has been greatly appreciated by both guests and volunteers. Norm and Judy, we are so
grateful for ALL you have done. We wish you God’s Blessings
of good health and happy surprises. Do come and visit your table
whenever you can. We are also grateful to your excellent volunteer team who are continuing to carry on “The Happy Corner”.
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Concert Fundraiser for In From the Cold
You are invited to an evening of festive music in support of
“In From the Cold”.
The Statistics Canada Choir presents…

Sunday, December 11, 2016, 7 PM
Parkdale United Church
Net proceeds to Parkdale’s ‘In From the Cold’ Program
Tickets: $10 in advance; $15 at the door
Free for ages 12 & under
This 25th anniversary concert includes Mozart’s sacred vespers music based on
the Psalms, as well as a variety of festive Christmas and Hannukah songs.
About the Statistics Canada Choir
All the choir members are current or former employees of Statistics Canada,
including the director, Benoit Allard. Since 1992, the Statcan choir has collaborated with local musicians to present two concerts yearly in the OttawaGatineau area, raising about $35,000 over the years to support local charities.
The choir enjoys singing a wide variety of musical styles, from classical to
broadway to folk and classic rock..
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Thank you, Khan!
On Sunday October 30th, Parkdale congregation honoured Khan
Chao’s 35 years of loyal service
as property custodian. Rev. Bailey and Scott Andrews, Chair of
Council, presented Khan with a
gift and a plaque, and the congregation expressed their gratitude
with a standing ovation. At the
farewell luncheon, several Property Trustees shared stories of
Khan’s determination and diligence in caring for our aging
church building, making it welcoming to all.

Khan with Gloria Anderson

Khan, have a happy retirement and come and see us often!

L. to R.: Khan’s daughters Kim and Amy, Khan Chao, Anthony Bailey, Scott Andrews
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Top: Khan with
Pierre Barbeau
Centre: Kim, Khan
and Amy Chao
Bottom: Khan hands
his building keys to
his successor, Norman Reid.
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Yuletide Bazaar-A Great Success!
Our Yuletide Bazaar was held on
Saturday November 5th and what a
successful Bazaar it was! People
were lined up well before the doors
opened, eagerly anticipating what
treasures they would find. The
Yuletide Café offered coffee, tea and
treats for sale to those waiting in
line. Once the doors opened at 10
am, we had a steady stream of shoppers right through until closing at
12:30 pm. As we tallied up the funds
received, we realized it surpassed all
other years in receipts. Our preliminary total the day of the Bazaar was
over $15,000 and as a few more
funds have come in, we have now
reached $16,240 in receipts! Once
we consider expenses, we should
have net receipts of over $15,500.
This is an amazing accomplishment
and is due to all the wonderful volunteers that make the Bazaar come
together.

chants in the area that allowed us to
put posters in their windows.
This year we had two new initiatives.
A Fashion Boutique transformed the
Nursery room downstairs into an upscale shop! And what a success it was.
One could find there a collection of
finer clothes, complete with a selection
of accessories such as purses and
gloves. Thanks to Linda Thompson
and Deb Paterson for their creative
idea in starting this up.
The other new initiative was original
Art by our fellow Parkdaler Barbara
Hill-Holland. The stage in the gym
was transformed into a beautiful art
gallery with all the artwork for sale.
We thank Barbara for offering her artwork for sale for the benefit of the
Bazaar.
As we all rest from the big day, we are
already thinking about next year. And
there are ways that you can help already! If you have any 125 ml or 250
ml mason-type jars, we can use them
for next year’s preserves. Please drop
them off at the church. There is a box
near the chapel in the hallway for jars.
And if you have any fine women’s
outfits or accessories to donate, keep
the Fashion Boutique in mind for next
year.
Thanks to everyone for the wonderfully successful 2016 Bazaar.

Thank you to all the Table Conveners and Co-ordinators and all the
volunteers that helped set-up, advertise, price, sell, and clean up. We are
so grateful! Thank you to all those
who donated items, whether antiques, attic treasures, books, plants,
or vintage linens, to name just a few
of the variety of items. And thanks
to those who baked and cooked
soup. It is amazing how quickly
these items sell out. We also want to
thank the local merchants who
helped in many ways, including donating coffee (Bridgehead Coffee),
teas (Nectar Tea), and all those mer-

Judy Hamley, Convenor and
Deb Paterson, Volunteer & Set-up
Co-ordinator
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Birthdays in December

Parkdale Book Cluv

Our warmest greetings

Jan. 22 - The Nine Lives of Charlotte
Taylor, by Sally Armstrong
Using a blend of fact and fiction, Charlotte Taylor’s great-great-greatgranddaughter, Sally Armstrong, reclaims
the life of a dauntless and unusual woman.

1st
3rd
6th
7th
7th
9th
9th
10th
11th
13th
14th
14th
15th
17th
19th
20th
20th
20th
23rd
25th
27th
31st
31st
31st

Josee Mela
Ryan Goetz
Donovan Sealy
Noralyn Smith
Rohan Bosch
David Smith
Andrea Harris
Joanna Hamley
Cara Lu
Nicole Greaves
Emily Bailey
Rosemary Andrews
Don MacPherson
Danica Rogers
Alex Ngwafusi
John Bailey
Noah Woeller
Ainsley Parent
Marq Nelson
Larissa Sealey
Derek Fortune
Doretta Charles
Trinity McQuinn
Jeremy McLay

Feb. 19 - The Children Act, by Ian
McEwan. For religious reasons, a 17-year
-old boy refuses life-saving medical treatment and his devout parents agree. When
a judge visits him in the hospital, the
encounter stirs long-buried feelings in her
and powerful emotions in the boy. Her
judgment has momentous consequences
for them both.
March 19 - The Givenness of things, by
Marilynne Robinson
A sense of wonder pervades these powerful essays by the author of such beloved
novels as Gilead and Lila.
April. 23 - The Heroes Walk, by Anita
Rau Badame
Came second on Canada Reads this year.
12 copies in the library, published in
2001.
May 28 - My Name is Lucy Barton, by
Elizabeth Strout
Pulitzer prize-winning author shows how
a simple hospital visit triggers the powerful story of Lucy and her mother.

If you would like your birthday to be a
secret and your name taken off the list, or
if your name was not included and you
would like it to be added, please let the
office know.

All Welcome!
Meet in the Ladies Parlor after
church on book club days.
Bring a lunch.
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RECIPE
Moist Chocolate Cake

2/3 cup white or golden quinoa
1 1/3 cups water
1/3 cup milk
4 large eggs
1 tsp vanilla extract
¾ cup butter, melted and cooled

1 ½ cups white sugar
1 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
1 ½ tsp baking powder
½ tsp baking soda
½ tsp salt

Bring the quinoa and water to boil in a medium saucepan. Cover, reduce to
simmer and cook for 10 minutes. Turn off the heat and leave the covered
saucepan on the burner for another 10 minutes. Fluff with a fork and allow the
quinoa to cool.
Preheat the oven to 350. Lightly grease two 8 inch round or square cake pans.
Combine the milk, eggs and vanilla in a blender or food processor. Add 2 cups
of cooked quinoa and the butter and blend until smooth.
Whisk together the sugar, cocoa, baking powder, baking soda and salt in a
medium bowl. Add the contents of the blender and mix well. Divide the batter
evenly between the 2 pans and bake on the centre rack for 40 to 45 minutes or
until a knife inserted in the centre comes out clean. Remove the cake from the
oven and cool completely in the pan before serving. Frost if desired.
Store in a sealed container in the fridge for up to 1 week or freeze for up to 1
month.
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Musical Musings
By Jono Hamer-Wilson

worry, no-one else knows. Yet.)
“That important line of angels, do not
be afraid” (Jim Croegart) is no doubt
better received if the vocal gymnastics
are kept to a minimum. And, of
course, on those rare occasions of
personal disaster, when angels are
handy for supplying a bit of divine
intervention - well, singing is optional
in that case, for sure. I get it. But otherwise, once they’ve clocked in each
day, don’t angels just grab their harps,
tune up their vocal chords, and get to
work doing what cherubim and seraphim do best: praising God with glorious song?

“a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and…
saying?!”
What?! Saying “glory to God in the
highest heaven [etc.]” Sheesh! Didn’t those angels read the pageant
script?! The part where it says they
should break into multi-part chorus,
complete with heavenly trumpets,
and thundering tympani for good
measure?! Maybe the conductor
called in sick that day - of all the
days(!) - so they had to do with a
non-musical rendition of “Gloria in
excelsis Deo”.

All this got me wondering: where
does the idea of angel song come
from, anyway? Maybe... Isaiah? You
know: all that “Holy, holy, holy”
stuff? (Nope. They just said that, too.)
Old Job tells us that when the world
was created “the morning stars sang
together”. And even God himself,
according to Zephaniah, promises to
“exult over [us] with loud singing, as
on a day of festival” as he dwells
among us as a mighty warrior, rejoicing over us with gladness and renewing us in his love. Song-worthy stuff,
for sure; as Anthony (indeed!) reminded us in the final sermon of the
October stewardship series.

But there it is. Luke 2:13. They just
said it. This spectacular celebration
of the best news ever delivered to a
shepherd (or anyone else) was not
just a capella; it was a musica!
Reading this most familiar of stories
again - amazed I could have missed
that detail in all these years - I
squinted and scanned it three times
to make sure. In conclusion, I can
report: no fa-la-las, melismas or
high Cs. (I thought “saying” might
change to “singing” the third time...
but, no. Still not there.)
But... don’t angels basically just sing
all day? Sometimes, I suppose, their
message is better delivered without
much fanfare. Like: um, girl, you’re
about to get pregnant. (But don’t

But what about those angels? Slackers! All creation praising God in chorus; God himself even belting out a
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that first Christmas
Eve.

love song. And what
are they doing? Delivering the best news in
history without so
much as a do-ré-mi.
Fluttering about in glory is all very well; but what about
some melody and harmony?!
But just as I was thinking all the
angels must have flunked out of
music school, an echo of a memory
floated across my perplexed mind;
and it occurred to me to check out
The Book of Revelation (dramatic
fanfare: dum dum da...). And I
found them. Singing angels.
“Myriads and myriads and thousands of thousands” - which I guess
means, a lot! - surrounding God’s
throne, “singing with full voice
(Rev. 5:11-12). But... what are they
singing about? Not Christ’s birth but his death! “Worthy is the Lamb
that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might [etc.]”.

My original goal, when
I started writing earlier
today, was to talk about
why we sing in worship: what about music makes it so
appropriate to adoration? But I got
distracted by those angels. So maybe
I’ll put the ball in your court on that
other subject. As we enter the Christmas season, and retell the “story of
stories” - participating in, or listening to, many musical expressions of
the good news of Bethlehem - let’s
give some thought to why this is
such a great way to celebrate it. As
we join our voices in massed renditions of “Hark the Herald Angels” and cut Wesley some slack for imagining them singing (lustily and with
good courage, no doubt!) - let’s
thank God for the gifts of melody
and harmony; and with them worship
the One who was born for us, and
who was born to die for us.

Lots of singing going on in that
throne room, actually. The heavenly
entourage, consisting of strange
“living creatures” - who bear a striking resemblance to the seraphs in
Isaiah, and are now singing the upgraded musical version of “Holy,
holy, holy...” - and twenty-four elders, seem to enjoy singing a lot. I
guess the angels take their cue from
those dudes; and then in turn set the
example for (literally) all of creation to sing a massive praise song to
God and Jesus. Which maybe makes
up for their lack of musical effort

In case you’re looking for something
a bit different for your Christmas
listening, I thought I’d close by mentioning some of my favourite Canadian Christmas CDs. (All purchased
by Jill for our collection.) In no particular order: Bruce Cockburn,
Christmas; Steve Bell, The Feast
and Keening for the Dawn; Carolyn
Arends, Christmas: An Irrational
Season and Christmas: The Story of
Stories; Sarah McLachlan, Wintersong; and David Francey, Carols for
a Christmas Eve.
Merry Christmas!

21

COUNCIL MEETING
COUNCIL MEETING OF OCTOBER 25, 2016

Under Correspondence, thank you
notes were tabled from Cornerstone
Shelter and Housing for Women for
recent donations (May and October).

Our meeting began with a devotion,
led by Melodee Lovering. It was
based on Psalm 139, excerpts of
which we read together. Members
were then challenged to spend some
time practicing the competency of
presence - both presence with others
and presence with God. A sense of
presence can be developed through
appropriate spiritual practice, making ourselves open to others and to
God through authenticity and transparency. Working individually to
begin, we were asked to reflect on
the verses from Psalm 139 that we
had just read and ask ourselves
whether they comforted us or made
us feel uneasy. We were also asked
to think about what we would need
to develop a closer intimacy with
God. Our individual thinking was
shared with a partner; after which we
prayed for each other, and asked
God to bless our partner with a
greater awareness of His presence in
their life. Melodee closed the time of
reflection with a prayer.

The revised version of the Policy,
Principles and Procedures for Fundraising at Parkdale United Church
was approved. Samantha Tim extended sincere thanks to the Fundraising Policy Working Group and to
Council for their hard work and patience on this project.
Peter Meerburg provided an update
on Ministry and Personnel work related to filling the gap left by Debbie’s departure. In the short term, the
part-time administrative help provided by Johanna Lace is working out
well. With respect to the longer term,
Presbytery has provided a list of retired ministers who might be able to
fill in; the list has been shared with
Anthony. The congregation will be
kept apprised of developments on
this front.
There was a final discussion of the
plans for Khan Chao’s retirement
celebration on October 30 (which
turned out to be a very successful and
well-attended event; see photos on
pages 12-13).

During the review of the minutes of
the September 27 meeting, it was
agreed that a discussion on the financial management responsibilities of
Committees, Council and the Treasurer would be useful; such a discussion will be added to an upcoming
Council agenda.

There was further discussion of the
proposal to switch the Counting
Room and the Pastoral Care Minister’s Office, brought forward by
Property Trustees in their report to
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the September meeting. We were
reminded that accessibility to the
Pastoral Care Minister’s office was
raised as an issue in Debbie’s exit
interview. There were some concerns raised, relating to the need for
good security for the counting room,
the issue of where to move the computers and records that are currently
in that room, and potential mobility
concerns for some counting team
members. Further discussion of the
potential switch is required.

enjoyed a delicious potluck dinner,
were entertained by questions from
Trivia Master Peter Meerburg, and
danced to music from the 40s to the
90s. This special event, commemorating Parkdale’s 85th anniversary,
raised $845, which was donated to
Ottawa Urban Christian Outreach.
Faye also reported that the Walk for
Food on October 16 raised approximately $7000, which will be shared
four ways between Dalhousie Food
Cupboard, St. Luke’s Table, Parkdale Food Center and Parkdale’s In
From The Cold.

There was considerable discussion
of the need for a retreat in order to
conduct a thorough needs assessment related to pastoral care before
any formal JNAC process is started.
Council members are confident that
a lot of the groundwork has already
been done and useful information is
available in the HALO Report and
the last JNAC report, which can be
used as a starting point. It was subsequently agreed that a special
meeting of Council will be held on
November 19 for the specific purpose of discussing pastoral care
needs.

Carolynn Halkett, Chair of the Communications Committee, reported
that Irene Hilkes has joined the
Committee and has offered to help
with Facebook and the new WordPress website. In addition, a template
has been developed for weekly announcements that can be used for
printing handouts, updating the website, and scrolling on screens in the
sanctuary. Anniversary mugs are still
available for purchase; new members
and baptismal families will receive a
mug as a gift. The possibility of distributing Parkdale’s sermons as podcasts is being considered.

Committee Chairs and Ministerial
staff routinely provide Council with
written reports of their activities in
advance of Council meetings. Highlights of these appear below:

Mary McLeod, Chair of Pastoral
Care, reported on a very wellattended Special Communion on
October 16, with 26 people taking
part. Thank you to Barbara Faught
and Rev. Jack Lovering for their
contribution to the lovely service,
always thoroughly enjoyed by our
elder saints. The Prayer Shawl min-

Faye Beaufort, Chair of Mission,
Outreach and Justice, reported on
a very successful Celebrating Parkdale’s Culture evening on October
15, during which about 110 guests
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istry will continue, under
Mary’s coordination. All knitters and crocheters are welcome
every second Wednesday for a
lovely time of fellowship and prayer
in the Ladies’ Parlour. A few members of the Pastoral Care Team attended the Continuing Education
event at St. Paul’s Presbyterian on
November 1; the topic was The Positive Interface Between Alzheimer’s
Disease and Spirituality.

our Fall Faith Formation sessions.
Thank you Julee, for your exceptional leadership! Tuesday Bible
Study sessions continue, where
Parkdale members are joined by eager students from at least five other
congregations for a time of learning,
study, fellowship and discussion, as
well as hospitality to the wider Christian community.
In preparation for baptism during the
service of worship on November 27,
three families participated in a baptismal seminar on November 7.

Judy Hamley, Chair of Ministry and
Personnel, reported that M&P staff
would be meeting with Anthony and
Melodee during October/November
to discuss their goals and plans for
the coming year. Norman Reid, our
new custodian, worked closely with
Khan until October 30 to learn all the
intricacies of our large building. Judy also reported on upcoming leave
for Anthony and Melodee. Anthony
will attend the Annual Stewardship
Conference from November 29 to
December 2 and has tentative Sabbatical plans for May-July 2017.
Melodee will be on holiday Sunday
January 1, 2017 and from May 1522, 2017.

In addition to ongoing pastoral/
spiritual care, Anthony reported that
he continues to serve on the boards
of the Ottawa Mission and the Parkdale Food Centre, helping to support
local and city-wide initiatives related
to food security, poverty reduction,
addiction alleviation services, and
homelessness. He also represents the
congregation in initiatives of neighbourhood healing and communal
well-being, e.g. peace, healing and
justice in light of Mr. Abdi’s death
and the Mayor’s gathering of Ottawa
faith leaders.

Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey noted that,
with Debbie’s departure, there is an
opportunity for us to reflect, pray
and discern the kind of future that
God is leading us into, and expressed
his pleasure to be doing this with
Council and the congregation. Anthony also extended his sincere
thanks for the blessing of the leadership that Julee Pauling provided to

Melodee Lovering reported that
Sunday school is off to a good start
with good enrollment in all grades.
Our teaching roster for the winter
seems to be filling up but there are
still plenty of ways to help. Junior
Youth has met twice and have three
more dates scheduled before the end
of the year (Nov 6, 20, and Dec 4).
December 4 will be an event open for
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the whole church family with carols,
vintage games, and pizza. This is the
Christian Education’s event to mark
Parkdale’s 85th anniversary. Senior
Youth will be serving at IFTC in
December. Four members of this
group have been chosen to participate in the “Experiences Canada” (formerly known as SEVEC) trip
planned for 2017. These youth are
Destin and Maryam Amisi, Julia
Bell, and Tavian Hamer-Wilson.
They will be travelling to the Northwest Territories and youth from an
Aboriginal community there will be
coming to Ottawa. This semester,
Tom Grozinger is teaching the youth
class a series on the Gospel of John
with film clips. The Second Blessings Coffee Shop will be open November 20 and December 11.
Planning is underway for the Women’s Retreat on January 7 & 8, 2017,

with the support of a small team
including Chris King, Danielle
Gougeon, Sam Tim, LJ Benoit, and
Helen Hayes.
The congregation has been asked to
contribute contents for the College
student Christmas boxes, with the
CE Committee taking the lead, supported by the pastoral care team,
who will look after the mailing of
the boxes. DaleSong continues to
meet on Thursdays and is a source of
spiritual strength for its members.
Worshiplude will again be hosted
by Parkdale, with the Moderator as
the guest speaker at the event on
Saturday, February 4, 2017.
The next meeting of Council is
planned for December 6, 2016 at
7 pm in the Ladies Parlour. All are
welcome.

Food Centre Sunday
Thank you to everyone for continuing to
support the Parkdale Food Centre. The first
Sunday of each month is set aside for our church. Five or six local churches
support the Parkdale Food Centre. However, remember that you can drop off
your donations in the shopping cart any day. We take all donations in to the
Centre every week. Financial donations can be made through your offering
envelope, marked “Parkdale Food Centre.”
We have need of pasta & sauce, canned vegetables, canned meat – salmon,
tuna, sardines, etc. We could also use toothbrushes, toothpaste, boxed cereal,
biscuits, rice, oats, flour, canned beans, jams and peanut butter. We can still
use egg cartons (dozen size), and milk bags (we have several groups making
up mats for overseas), Ensure or Boost bottles (cleaned, please) or small clear
drink bottles. We use these bottles to package cooking oil, laundry detergent
and dish soap. Thanks again for your support.
Dian Morris
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Celebrating 85 years!
The Creighton Family
Warren Creighton shares a birthday
with Parkdale Church. He was born
in November 1931 and was baptized
with two others in February 1932, in
what he believes was Dr. Coll's first
Baptismal Service as Parkdale's minister. Wilson and Laura Creighton
lived on Bayswater Avenue and
walked to church with their young
family of Warren, his older brother
Lyall and his sister. Warren remembers that as the walk to church progressed, more and more people
joined them until they could be described as a crowd by the time they
reached their destination.

the back of the sanctuary for the
morning service and there was an
evening service as well.
Like most of the young boys, Warren belonged to the Wolf Cubs, to
the 15th pack in his case. The names
of the leaders of the Boy Scouts and
the CGIT (Christian Girls in Training) will be familiar to those of us
who have been at Parkdale for a
while - Alf Percival and Corinne
Redlick. Alf was the uncle of Rev.
Bob Percival who retired here as
Minister in Voluntary Association.
Corinne, who grew up in the house
next door (now Abbeyfield), was a
much loved, long-time member who
died in 2016.

The three Creighton children were
enrolled in Sunday School. It was
under the direction of Mrs. Pearl
Rickey for many years. Her family
owned a butcher shop on Sherbrooke
Street. Mrs Rickey, as many people
attest, devoted countless hours of her
time to the church and the community. Though it will seem very strange
to us today, it was the custom to
publish the financial givings of
church members. The Rickey family
frequently topped the list.
Churches in general were very well
attended in the middle decades of
the twentieth century and Parkdale
was no exception. It was quite common for the ushers to add additional
chairs at the end of the aisles or at

Lyall Creighton was enthusiastic
about Parkdale's Young People's
Union under the leadership of Arthur
Pigott, and Warren was persuaded to
join, as did several former Sunday
School friends. Many of the members of the YPU, as it was called,
preferred attending the evening service, visiting afterwards at the nearby Massad's restaurant. In the late
forties and the fifties, there were
more than sixty Parkdale youth in
this organization. There is no doubt
they had a lot of fun.
Several United churches formed a
softball league which had as a prerequisite that at least three girls had
to be playing at all times. Parkdale
had many winning seasons which
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that Warren continues to miss is the
South Tower Chimes. Their sound
used to greet the worshippers as they
arrived and departed from Sunday
services.

they attributed in part to the fact that
they had a very good female pitcher,
a novelty at the time.
The YPU also produced a play each
year in Tape Hall. When the Memorial Hall was built, Stan Baird,
George Whitman and Warren with
others assisting built the scenery that
was needed for the dramas. After a
few nights presenting at Parkdale,
they would take the show on the
road to some of the surrounding rural churches. One year, as Warren
tells it, Len Baird had the lead male
role. He developed the flu and with a
few hours notice, Warren had to
assume the part. There was no time
to learn his lines but the solution
involved Warren wearing a beard
and moving his lips while Del Hanson read his lines behind the scenery. Apparently very few in the audience were aware of what was happening.
Every year the same young people
held a Sadie Hawkins dance. The
girls invited the boys and the dress
was casual. The Memorial Hall was
decorated with hay and corn husks
with rising dust levels as the dancing
progressed.

It was through his close friend Stan
Baird that Warren met his future
wife Jean. She and her best friend
Marion, who would soon be Stan's
wife, were both graduates of the Civic Hospital Nursing program. Their
friendship remained a special one
until Marion's death in 2015. After
Warren and Jean were married, they
bought a house in Nepean and attended Carleton Memorial Church
while their two children were young,
returning later to Parkdale.
Some of Warren's earliest memories
of service to Parkdale involved helping his mother bring the turkeys and
desserts she cooked for the numerous
church dinners. He served for many
years as an elder and was a long-time
member of the Property Trustees and
chair of that committee for a time.
Both Jean and Warren continue to be
involved with the annual bazaar. You
may have seen them in the jewelry
section, where more than a quarter of
the $15,000 total proceeds were
raised in 2015.

Warren had taken voice lessons (two
dollars an hour) from Clifford Templar, Parkdale's Music Director, and
his mother prevailed upon him to
continue singing. When he had the
opportunity to join the Canadian
Pacific Railway, his new job meant
irregular hours and demands preventing further participation in the
choir. One form of music at Parkdale

Like all the families that have been
profiled this anniversary year, the
Creightons remain faithful in attending worship at Parkdale and we
appreciate their presence.
By Barbara Faught
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Images and Stories
Visit to the Holy Land

of Beth Shean, Jericho and Qumran,
where the Dead Sea Scrolls were
found. They also visited the ancient
Herodian site of Masada and spent
some time by the Dead Sea itself.
The journey ended in Jerusalem, visiting the key Christian and Jewish
sites, as well as Bethlehem. Jacqueline found The Old City especially
interesting and one of the key highlights. She spoke of being so inspired
on this trip to these Holy places and
mentioned several times how touched
and spiritually moved she was by

At our September 30th Images and
Stories, Jacqueline shared photographs and stories from her weeklong trip to Israel in February 2015.
She travelled with the CFRA Holy
Land Tour with Pastor John Counsell and Rabbi Bulka. The journey
started in Tel Aviv and Jaffa on the
Mediterranean coast and ended in
Jerusalem. The route she took was
from Jaffa up the coast to Caesarea
Maritima, Tel Megido, Haifa, then
to the ancient crusader place of Akko and ending in Tiberias on the Sea
of Galilee. While staying
in Tiberias for 2 days she
visited Nazareth, Cana,
Capernaum, Tabgha,
Ginosar where there was a
boat tour on the Sea of
Galilea, finishing off with
a fish lunch at the Ein Gev
Kibbutz. The tour then
left Tiberias and followed
along the Jordan River
visiting the ancient sites

Above: Western Wall inJerusalem. Below: Galilee
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actually standing in some of these
places.

Baltic Cruise

At our October 28th Images and Stories, Jim and Hazel took us on a
Baltic cruise, touring seven ports in
seven countries around the Baltic
Sea – Oslo, Norway; Wesmar, Germany; Tallinn, Estonia; Saint Petersburg, Russia; Helsinki, Finland;
Stockholm, Sweden; and Copenhagen, Denmark. During the evening,
we saw and heard about many points
of interest including: in Oslo, the
Nobel Peace Prize Centre, the famous painting The Scream and Vi-

Church on Spilt Blood, Saint-Petersburg, Russia

the Royal Palace, the Nobel Museum
and the amazing concrete floating
dock that allowed the huge ship into
the harbor; and in Copenhagen,
Christiansborg Palace and The Little
Mermaid.
It was obvious from Hazel and Jim’s
presentation that they were very
moved by the scenes they experienced and they managed to convey
to us, their guests, feelings of awe

Alexander Nevsky Cathedral in Ollde Town, Tallinn, Estonia

geland Sculpture Park; the first Department Store in the world in
Wesmar; a beautifully preserved
walled Medieval Town in Tallinn;
in Saint Petersburg, the Church on
Spilt Blood, Saint Isaac’s Cathedral,
The Hermitage, Catherine’s Palace
and Peterhof Fountains and Palaces;
high waves near Helsinki (making it
too rough for the ship to dock); in
Stockholm, Storkirkan Cathedral,

Fountains at Peterhof Palace, Saint-Petersburg

and wonder at the beautiful paintings
and sculptures, the opulence of the
buildings and the magnificence of
the scenery.
The next Images and Stories will be
Friday, January 27, 2017 @ 7:00 PM
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Community Solidarity at the November 20th Service

Following an incident of racist grafitti at Parkdale on November 18th, community members joined us in worship to express their solidarity. L. to R. Anita Vandenberld (MP Ottawa West-Nepean), Ahmed Ibrahim and Imam Samy
Metwally (Ottawa Muslim Association), Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey, David Zacharias (Ottawa Police Services).
Pamby: Yes, but I’ve been wondering about something.
Namby: Like what? Well, you know
that we make a fuss about the baby
born among the animals and the
shepherds and kings coming to see
him.
Pamby: And don’t forget that we
make the idea of the family very
strong in the story. Well, how do you
think that we would celebrate if,
instead of the baby Jesus, we had a
visit from the Jesus who went about
preaching, teaching and healing people?
Namby: I don’t think that we would
recognize him.
Pamby: Why?

What if?
Namby: Good morning, Pamby.
Pamby: And a good morning to you,
Namby.
Namby: I’m very glad that we are
still civil to one another.
Pamby: Well, it’s getting to that
season of the year when we are supposed to be on our best behaviour.
Namby: Yes, I have been thinking
about that, about what Christmas
does to us.
Pamby: I’ve been thinking about that
too; it’s as though we wish to do a
job on Santa, to convince him that
we’ve been more nice than naughty.
Namby: You mean that the kid in us
comes out?
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Namby: We don’t really know how he
looked. None of the Gospels tell us
and even the fellow Paul who talks so
much about him doesn’t tell us.
Pamby: Well, he couldn’t because he
never met him.
Namby: That’s right. And the disciples
who went around with him don’t tell
either.
Pamby: Don’t you think that could be
a problem?
Namby: You may be right, you know.
Perhaps each of our churches has an
image of him, the one which is in its
stained glass windows, if it has stained
glass windows.
Pamby: And before we know it, we
could be arguing amongst ourselves,
my church saying that he must look
like the image in its glass windows,
with long hair and blue eyes; your
church saying that he must have a tomahawk haircut and another that he must
look like a superstar or some kind of
celebrity.
Namby: Aren’t we going too far with
this?
Pamby: I don’t think so; I think that
we are being realistic and recognizing
what we are like, that perhaps we like
a Jesus whom we have made and with
whom we can be comfortable. Don’t
forget that they had some serious arguments in the early church as well.
Namby: But there is also a side to it
which we mustn’t forget. Jesus coming
at this time of year won’t be good for
business.
Pamby: You are right. Businesses
make most of their money at Christmas time. Jesus as a grown man
wouldn’t be marketable. He won’t
have the charm of a baby.

Namby: Are you telling me that Jesus
himself as a grown man might throw
the whole Christmas season into confusion?
Pamby: I don’t think that I could handle that. I’m too accustomed to the oldfashioned Christmas with the baby in
the manger, all the lights, the exchange
of gifts and all the celebration of a
newborn.
Namby: Me too. As well, our world
has been so rough again this year, so
much uncertainty, personal attacks
from so-called leaders, that we deserve
a break, at least a brief season of good
tidings of comfort and joy.
Pamby: Yes, we do, but there are some
things that we should remember.
Namby: Like what now?
Pamby: Whether he was in the world
as a baby or a man, Jesus stirred up
things.
Namby: What do you mean?
Pamby: Well, in the Christmas story,
he is a baby, he hadn’t done anything
to anybody and yet a king wanted to
get rid of him.
Namby: That’s right. And as a man,
even the religious types accused him of
breaking the rules, hanging out with
prostitutes and pretending to be a king
himself.
Pamby: And of course, they finally got
rid of him. Even his closest buddies
deserted him.
Namby: Yes and no, because he’s still
around, isn’t he?
Pamby: Guess so! The name
“Emmanuel” is a special reminder at
Christmas.
Namby: Yes, whether he is baby or
man.
Copyright @ John Harewood
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We enjoy meeting you and being together in ministry. Parkdale’s
congregation responds to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings by:

Uniting in joyful worship as an
act of praise and gratitude, for inspiration and guidance
Providing learning opportunities
for the Christian way of life and
to enhance
Biblical literacy

Supporting each other through
pastoral care and concern

Reaching out to people in need
Promoting justice
Praying for guidance,
wisdom, and support.

32

