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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK

like the
Christmas
season. People who
might not usually sing all year
seem to break out in carols or
popular songs...maybe even
some toe tapping.

Singing God’s
Enduring Song
I love to sing! I found myself
singing sometimes as I
walked the Camino this past
summer. At the end of my
900 km journey, I sat on the
rocks by the lighthouse at
Fisterra and, staring out at the
expansive ocean before me,
sang hymns of praise and joy.
At one point, a man from an
Italian tour group joined me
in singing the Gloria in harmony. It was divine. Physicists tell us that the universe is
suffused with an “neverending hum” that is detectable
with sensitive instruments.

I believe the Bible testifies to
an enduring song of God; a
music of cosmic origins that
undulates through the created
order, history and our lives. It
is a mysterious song but its
message is discernible because
it discloses the nature and purposes of God. It is grounding
music to which we are called
to pay attention. When we do,
beauty, order and shalom harmonize life and relationships.
When we don’t, strife, chaos
and enslavement are the discordant outcomes.

I especially love singing at
Christmas time. I love good
music. Of course that is a subjective statement since what I
may consider good music others may not. My point is that
music feeds me, quiets me,
energizes me, emboldens me,
convicts and lovingly judges
me...I love it all, even though
that last part may not always
be too much fun at the time.

I am reminded of the novel by
Vikram Seth entitled “An
Equal Music” – a title he borrows from a phrase in a prayer
by English metaphysical poet
John Donne.
Bring us, 0 Lord God, at our
last awakening
into the house and gate of
Heaven,

It is said that no season sings
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to enter into that gate
and dwell in that house, where
there shall be
no darkness nor dazzling, but
one equal light;
no noise nor silence, but one
equal music...
Seth’s novel is about a string
quartet called the Maggiore
that practices and plays together. The protagonist, Michael Holme, is fed up with
playing second violin. His fellow musicians irritate him, he
is at odds with his girlfriend,
and then later becomes “resmitten” by Julia – a brilliant
pianist whom he had loved
and lost in Vienna. Seth tells
this beautiful story of love,
relational tension, ego and self
-confidence, with artfulness,
intriguing complexity and elegance.

Listen to what happens:
“No matter how fraught our
lives have been...it reminds us
that we are,
when it comes to it, one.
When I play this I release myself into the spirit
of the quartet, I become the
music...”
I believe it is this basic
‘Scale’, this grounding, mysterious, disclosing song of God
that we hear throughout scripture. At the crossing of the Sea
of Reeds (the Red Sea) Moses,
Miriam and those delivered
from Egypt sang: “The Lord is
my strength and my song, and
he is become my salvation...
(Exod.15:2). After an excruciatingly long silence, and after
Job’s words are “complete”,
God answers his servant out of
the whirlwind: “Where were
you when I laid the foundations of the earth...when the
morning stars sang together” (Job 38:4,7). The psalmist
proclaims: “Sing to the Lord a
new song, for He has done
marvelous things” (98:1). And
on the cross Jesus sings a
psalm of his people: “My God,
My God....”

Amidst a secret affair, tensions among the musicians
that leads to a breakdown and
then a reconstitution of the
group, fear and sadness
around a condition that threatens Julia’s musical future (I
don’t want to give it away),
the thing that really ‘saves’
this quartet is ‘the Scale’ they
always play before they start.
It is a very plain three octave
scale that all four instruments
play slowly and in unison.

In the seasons of Advent and
Christmas, let us listen attentively to the words of the vari-

4

ations of this ancient divine
song:
Mary: “My soul magnifies the
Lord
And my spirit rejoices in
God my Saviour...
He has performed mighty
deeds with his arm...
He has scattered those who
are proud in their inmost
thoughts...
He has filled the hungry with
good things
but has sent the rich away
empty...” (Luke 1)

came, is that each of us would
offer the instrument of our
lives as we play the divine
Scale in unison, and sing of
Jesus the Christ, who is God’s
incarnate Song. And when we
do so, may we be released into
the true spirit of the community of fellow Scale players,
gathered around the mangerborne Christ.
May the music of God intrude
in our lives in unsuspecting
ways this Advent and Christmas.

Zachariah: “Praise be to the
Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come and
has redeemed his people...
to give his people the
knowledge of salvation
through the forgiveness of
sins,
because of the tender mercy
of our God...” (Luke 1)

Check out this link as an example of such glorious intrusion.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=SXh7JR9oKVE&feature=pl
ayer_embedded
Blessed Advent and Christmas
Greetings to you all
Your fellow singer of God’s
ancient Song

The Angels: “Glory to God
in the highest.
and on earth peace to mortals on whom his favour
rests.” Luke 2:14

Anthony

You/Me: “
???”
What is our song of praise?
My prayer and hope for all of
us and the world that God so
loves, and into which Jesus
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Preparing Differently!?
What if this year, we mark the time leading up to Christmas, not by the number
of shopping days left, but as a time of spiritual preparation and the practice of
something more meaningful?
Worship Fully and Often - there is no better way to prepare for the Celebration of the anniversary of Jesus' birth than by experiencing and participating in
the worship services leading up to December 25…



December 3 - Advent 1: Communion service with interpretive dance movement and Advent Luncheon with Carol singing



December 10 - Christmas Pageant with children and youth...lots of singing



December 17 - Special Music with choir and soloists and the reception of
new members, with cake after service



December 24 - 10 am Advent 4 service; 5pm. Early Intergenerational
Christmas Service with DaleSong; 10 pm. Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve service



December 31 - Lessons and Carols service....lots of singing

Spend Less - Spend Differently
How about resisting going overboard with the presents and gifts, and treat
your family, friends or colleagues with gifts in their Honour to communities,
individuals and causes that could really use the help.
Give 'More' - Give 'your'
What about giving more of 'your' time, presence, help, support.
Receive Graciously
Sometimes it is difficult for some of us to receive gifting from others. We
may feel awkward, or underserving, or whatever. But part of doing life and this
Christian journey together is better learning how to 'one another'; that is not
only help and give, but also receive the help and giving from others.
What do you think?
Just some thoughts
Anthony
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DECEMBER
Second Sunday of Advent - December 4, 2016
- Isaiah 11:1-10
- Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
- Romans 15:4-13
- Matthew 3:1-12
Third Sunday of Advent - December 11, 2016
- Isaiah 35:1-10
- Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55
- James 5:7-10
- Matthew 11:2-11
Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 18, 2016
- Isaiah 7:10-16
- Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
- Romans 1:1-7
- Matthew 1:18-25
Nativity of the Lord - Proper I - December 24, 2016
- Isaiah 9:2-7
- Psalm 96
- Titus 2:11-14
- Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)
Nativity of the Lord - Proper II - December 24, 2016
- Isaiah 62:6-12
- Psalm 97
- Titus 3:4-7
- Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20
Nativity of the Lord - Proper III - December 24, 2016
- Isaiah 52:7-10
- Psalm 98
- Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12)
- John 1:1-14
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REMEMBERING
Again in recent weeks, our congregation has lost a number of members, or relatives of members.
Please keep the following Parkdale
members in your prayers:

Barbara Faught - her mother, Amy Stephens, passed away in November
Cally Chornenky – her father passed
away in November

The family of Mona Moorhouse – she
passed away in November

Parkdale Book Cluv
Jan 21: Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng
Feb 18: The Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes
Mar 18: Secondhand Time by Svetlana Alexievich
Apr 15: No Great Mischief by Alistair MacLeod
May 20: Moon Tiger by Penelope Lively
If you have any questions, please email either Marlene MacLean
(marlenemaclean@gmail.com) or Heather Brophy
(h.brophy@sympatico.ca).
All Welcome!
Meet in the Ladies Parlor
after church on book club days.
Bring a8 lunch.

Dr. Tony Campolo made a Special Presentation at Parkdale United
Church on Global Partner Sunday, November 19, 2017. Dr. Campolo is
a popular speaker, author and regular guest commentator on TV and a
radio.
He is a founder and contributor to the Red Letter Christian Movement. He did great work in Haiti and is he is helping the children of
Bangladesh. He encouraged us on Sunday to make a commitment to
express love in a dynamic and entertaining presentation.
Here he is chatting with Garth McLeod and is in a picture with Hepsy
Griffith.
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November
Baptisms
BELOW: Kate and Eric Agyemang with their son James, who was baptized
last month.

RIGHT UPPER : Gabrielle and Chris Barbeau with their daughter Charlotte,
who was baptized last month.
RIGHT LOWER: Nancy Lafontant and John Scanlon with their son Zavier,
who was baptized last month.
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Parkdale Women’s Retreat
January 12-14, 2018
Galilee Centre, Arnprior

The Retreat will be held over TWO NIGHTS, from Friday evening to Sunday afternoon at 2:00 pm. This will once again be a
wonderful weekend of praising God through Fellowship,
Friendship and Fun.
Registration forms are available and the deadline to register
and pay is December 17 - earlier is better, of course! The cost
will be $250 (up from last year because we are going for two
nights). The fee includes two nights accommodation, five meals,
and programming. We want everyone who wishes to attend to be
able to attend, so please speak to Melodee or Alcris if the fee is a
barrier and we will make sure that it is covered. If you would like
to make a donation to support women to enjoy this refreshing
time away, please place your gift in your offering envelope and
note "women's retreat" or bring it to the church office.
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Birthdays in December
Our warmest greetings to:
1st
3rd
6th
7th
7th
9th
9th
10th
11th
13th
14th
14th
15th
17th
19th
20th
20th
20th
23rd
25th
27th
31st
31st
31st

Josee Mela
Ryan Goetz
Donovan Sealy
Noralyn Smith-Wong
Rohan Bosch
David Smith
Andrea Harris
Joanna Hamley
Cara Lu
Nicole Greaves
Emily Bailey
Rosemary Andrews
Don MacPherson
Danica Rogers
Alex Ngwafusi
John Bailey
Noah Woeller
Ainsley Parent
Marq Nelson
Larissa Sealey
Derek Fortune
Doretta Charles
Trinity McQuinn
Jeremy McLay
If you would like your birthday to be a
secret and your name taken off the list,
or if your name was not included and
you would like it to be added, please let
the office know.
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The Special Communion Service was
conducted by Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey
and Rev. Alcris Limongi on Sunday October 15, 2017. The Pastoral Care Team
made everyone feel welcome and
served Tea and Sandwiches after. Since it was Joyce Sibanda's Birthday,
a spontaneous singing of Happy Birthday took place.

Above: Rev. Bailey and Joyce Sibanda. Below: Left is Brenda Carrillo,
Mary Smellie, right. Right Page: Upper: Norma Williams with her Grandson
Nykolas and Alec Anderson. Right Middle: Hepsy Griffith left and Marguerite Brown Right Lower: Ray Watson, Centre, his daughter Judy Hamley,
Helen Hayes, left.
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Scenes from the 2017 Parkdale
Bazaar held in November
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RECIPE
Easy Lamb Koftes

2 TBS fresh coriander
1/2 cup chopped fresh mint
1/4 cup toasted pine nuts
2 TSP cumin
2 TSP grated lemon zest
4 TSP lemon juice
2 cloves (1 TSP) garlic, minced
1/2 TSP each salt and pepper
1 egg, whisked
1 lb (450 g) ground lamb

Perfect on the BBQ or in the oven!
Hands on time: 30 minutes
Total time: 75 minutes
Makes: 4-6 servings

Chop coriander and mint. Toast pine nuts
in oven or skillet until golden and fragrant.
Add to large bowl, stirring in fresh and
Optional: Add 1/4 cup raisins and
dried spices, juice, zest and garlic. Add
currants
whisked egg and blend all with the lamb.
Although listed as an option, the raisins are a welcome new wrinkle to this
recipe. They add some sweetness to the kofte, and help keep the cooked balls
moist and tender.
Handling carefully, divide the mixture into meatballs – no bigger than a rounded tablespoon to permit easy and fast cooking. An oval shape is also pleasing.
Chill for 30 minutes.
Barbeque on greased grill over medium heat, for 10 minutes or so, turning
once or twice.
****** OR ******

Cook on a greased pan in a 350F oven for about 15 minutes, or until cooked
through.
The original recipe called for the kofte to be cooked, and served, threaded on
stalks of rosemary. Great presentation but pretty hard to handle. You could
serve them with rosemary for effect if you like theflavour, or use leftover
sprigs of mint. Serve with couscous or roasted potatoes, and plain yoghurt for
dipping.
Koftes freeze well after cooking. This is one of our favourite meals when
camping. Bon appétit!
Submitted by Elaine Sullivan Butcher
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RECIPE

Party dips

Submitted by Rita Shirley

The great thing about these dips are that they can be made ahead of time and
kept if not eaten up!

Hot Artichoke Dip

Drain 14 oz can of artichoke.
Place in a food processor and chop until finely minced.
Add 1/ 2 cup freshly grated Parmesan cheese, 1 cup mayonnaise, 1 tsp
chopped garlic and a dash of lemon juice.
Heat in a 325 degree oven in a small baking dish for 15-20 min.
Serve with crunchy crackers or pita chips.

Guacamole Dip

Mash 2 ripe avocados in a medium sized bowl with 1/4 cup mayonnaise.
Add 1 chopped small skinned tomato, 1/4 cup finely chopped onion, 2 cloves
of minced garlic, 1 finely chopped jalapeno pepper, 1 tbsp lime or lemon juice,
2 tbsp finely chopped fresh coriander, 1/2 tsp salt.
Blend together, chill.
Makes 2 cups. Serve with crackers, pita chips, or salty chips.
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Images & Stories
Everyone welcomed home Lorena Mason, one of whom we lovingly call
"one of Parkdale's babies". As you can imagine this title comes from the
fact that her parents David and Diana Mason are long standing members
of our church and Lorena has wandered around the church since she was
a baby. We can see from her presentation that she is an energetic young
lady, ready to take risks whether it is Hang Gliding in Brazil or Sky Diving,
petting lions in South Africa, trekking up the Andes mountains in Peru to
visit the ruins & spectacular sights of Machu Picchu, sleeping in a tent in
the Serengeti in Tanzania with large animals around. She spoke too of the
beauty of many of these countries such as Victoria Falls in Zambia, beautiful hot springs in Bolivia, some 80 markets in Berlin, the beautiful architecture in Barcelona and the view from cable cars in Zurich to name a few.
Really, I am sure many of the 60 or so guests were stunned to see that
Lorena had visited these 49 countries in her 29 years. This is a case of
seeing is believing and, therefore, we have given you a list of the countries
which Lorena has visited so far. The guests then spent much time viewing
the keepsakes from many of the countries she visited and enjoying fellowship with family and friends.
(Faye Beaufort for MOJ)

Lorena Mason, her Mother Diana
Mason and Janet Taylor, Chair of
Images & Stories
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List of Countries Visited by Lorena to Date!
North and Central America
1. Canada
2. Costa Rica
3. Cuba
4. Dominican Republic
5. Nicaragua
6. USA

Europe
22. Andorra
23. Austria
24. Belgium
25. Croatia
26. Czech Republic
27. Denmark
28. Estonia
29. Finland
30. France
31. Germany
32. Hungary
33. Iceland
34. Ireland
35. Italy
36. Liechtenstein
37. Luxembourg
38. Netherlands
39. Norway
40. Poland
41. Portugal
42. Russia
43. Slovakia
44. Slovenia
45. Spain
46. Sweden
47. Switzerland
48. United Kingdom
49. Vatican City

South America
7. Argentina
8. Bolivia
9. Brazil
10. Peru
11. Uruguay
Africa
12. Botswana
13. Egypt
14. Kenya
15. South Africa
16. Tanzania
17. Zambia
18. Zimbabwe
Asia
19. India
20. Singapore
21. United Arab Emirates (UAE)
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LATEST NEWS: REAL OR FAKE?
Namby: Good morning, Pamby.
Pamby: And a good morning to you as well, Namby.
Namby: Have you heard the latest?
Pamby: What do you mean? You know that I don’t buy Lottery tickets.
Namby: What makes you think that was on my mind?
Pamby: Oh, I just remembered that you once told me that it was 30 million, so I thought that at least you used to check it out.
Namby: Well, sometimes the sign showing the amount is right in your
face when you enter any corner store, so you can’t miss it, but I wasn’t
thinking about that when I asked about the latest.
Pamby: So, what was on your mind?
Namby: Haven’t you heard about the new “manger scene”?
Pamby: What are you talking about?
Namby: You’d better sharpen up before you’re left in the cold, Pamby.
Haven’t you heard that one of the department stores in town has a “state
of the art manger scene” on display?
Pamby: You have to be kidding me. I still don’t get it.
Namby: Well, apparently, they hired a new marketing strategist for
Christmas. She thought that more customers would be attracted if the
manger scene were more “customer friendly”.
Pamby: Wait a minute, Namby. Are you losing it?
Namby: I told you to sharpen up. You’ve got to admit that it’s a brilliant
idea to attract customers, especially at Christmas, which is the top end of
the sales season during the year.
Pamby: Ok, yes, I get that, but why the idea of making the manger scene
more friendly?
Namby: Well, you know what it looks like, generally.
Pamby: Yes, Mary sitting with her eyes on the baby, Joseph standing
quietly, the baby asleep, one or two sheep as a backdrop, a cow if there is
any space, shepherds bowing in worship and the three wise men presenting their gifts.
Namby: You got that right, but the marketing strategist said that all that
stuff was too predictable; actually she said “boring” in the age of technology. She wanted to make the customer more than a passive onlooker.
Pamby: Ok, what’s the new deal?
Namby: Well, first, there is an entrance fee just as you would have to pay
if you are a parent and wish to have a picture of your toddler sitting on
Santa’s lap. As soon as you pay the entrance fee, the manger scene lights
up, you hear “Deck the Halls”on a CD and a voice says “Welcome to the
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Stable!”
Pamby: Sounds neat, even funny! Who says the “Welcome?’
Namby: Get with it, Pamby! Of course, it’s the sheep and the cow!
Pamby: Not bad, if the animals are friendly, but what about Mary and
Joseph?
Namby: Well, there are directions when you get in. If you put some more
money into a machine, Joseph will say “Thanks for your visit!”
Pamby: So what does Mary do?
Namby: Well, there is a “Mary special!”
Pamby: For crying out loud! How do I get that?
Namby: For a special price, a bit more than you pay to hear Joseph, you
put your money into a special slot and Mary says , gently, “Thank you for
sharing our joy!”
Pamby: Well, I can’t believe what I’m hearing.
Namby: That’s not all, Buster! The strategist gave the baby a piece of the
action too.
Pamby: Well, the baby is supposed to be asleep, isn’t he?
Namby: Come on, Pamby! That’s too predictable and boring. There is a
super special, the “Jesus Superspecial”
Pamby: What?
Namby: Well, the strategist thought that “baby Jesus” should be marketed as a “Superstar”. After all, there is a star that leads people to the manger. So, it’s kind of natural to see a “Superstar” in the manger. You get it?
Pamby: Well, after hearing what you said up to now, I realize that I’m in
another world. So, go ahead and fill me in on the “Jesus Superspecial”.
Namby: Well, if you pay a little more than you pay to hear Mary or Joseph, and you are told that it’s still a special Christmas bargain price, you
have a choice of pressing three buttons. Pay and press the first button if
you want to hear the baby cry; pay and press the second button if you
want to hear the baby laugh; pay and press the third button if you wish to
hear the baby say “Hello”.
Pamby: That strategist is some kind of genius, man!
Namby: Well, we’re not done yet. Right at the entrance, just by paying
once , you may purchase the whole “Manger Package” which allows you
to hear everything in sequence from the sheep and cow to the baby. And,
as you are leaving at the end, the whole family wishes you “Merry Christmas”.
Copyright@ John Harewood
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Council Meeting Report
September 26th, 2017
COUNCIL MEETING REPORT
October 24, 2017

opment of the current building and property, in order to
render the infrastructure
responsive to emerging congregational and community
needs and able to sustain our
mission, allowing us to better
discern and respond to
God’s will for our future.

Submitted by Deb Paterson,
Interim Secretary

1. Helen Hayes, Chair of Property Trustees, presented a report to Council describing the
PARKDALE UNITED
CHURCH PROPERTY REDEVELOPMENT WORKING GROUP which was
formed and had their first
meeting on October 23, 2017.
She moved that a small change
be made to the original Motion
made in Council on September
26, 2017. The new Motion
below was carried unanimously.

Background: The Working
Group was established further
to the motion above. Property
Trustees are of the view that it
is time to make some serious
decisions about the redevelopment of the Parkdale building
and property. Exciting opportunities exist for enhanced engagement with the community
and expansion of our social
justice goals, but our current
property does not lend itself to
this, given its age, accessibility limitations and shortage of
parking. Property Trustees
have determined that the time
has come to seriously consider
property redevelopment options.

MOTION:
That Council give its approval to the creation of a
small working group, mandated to undertake discussions with knowledgeable
people and the congregation,
in accordance with Presbytery guidelines, on any and
all options for significant
renovation and/or redevel-

Mandate: To carry out the
work encompassed by the motion passed by Council on
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September 26, 2017 and
amended October 24, 2017 as
per above.

gation will be updated frequently, during Sunday services and via The Messenger.
Congregational meetings may
be convened, when necessary.

Members/Composition:
Chair, Secretary, Treasurer
(TBD)
Anthony Bailey, Camille
Beaufort, Helen Hayes, Barry
Hobin, Blaine Pauling, Kathleen Stephenson, Alexandra
Stockwell

Communications: Although
face-to-face meetings are preferable, communication may
also take place by phone, emails, etc.
Relationships to Other
Groups: The Working Group
will work closely with the
Mission, Outreach and Justice,
Communications, and Stewardship Committees, among
others.

Term of Membership: Until
appropriate discussions have
been undertaken and options
have been developed for
presentation to the congregation. Estimated Time Frame:
24 months

Guiding Principles:
1. We are committed to open
and transparent communication with and continuing engagement with the congregation.
2. We are committed to developing options that respect
our current location and the
surrounding neighbourhood.
3. We are committed to timely consultation with our current tenants and the neighbourhood.
4. We are committed to praying continuously about this
significant project and will
actively seek to discern God’s
will for our future.

Jurisdiction: The Working
Group is accountable to Council in the first instance and to
the congregation of Parkdale
United Church.
Resources and Budget:
TBD
Governance: The Working
Group (WG) reports to Council. Council will be kept thoroughly informed of WG activity and recommendations.
Recommendations will be presented to Council for decision.
Written reports will be provided to Council and the congre-
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Proposed Phase One Work
Plan/Deliverables:
1. Inform the congregation of
the creation of the Working
group and take steps to engage
members in the discussion.
2. Inform and engage those
who use our building, in particular the Headstart preschool.
3. Initiate discussions with
knowledgeable people/
consultants, e.g. EDGE, architects, developers, other
churches who have undergone
redevelopment, lawyers, financial advisors, etc.
4. Research community
needs through conversation
with our councillor, Jeff Lieper, area businesses, social
service agencies, churches,
etc.
5. Engage in timely communication/consultation with the
neighbourhood.
6. Clarify UCC/ Presbytery
role/requirements
7. Clarify various authorities
- what can we do and what
requires others, e.g, City of
Ottawa, UCC/Presbytery
8. Review vision/mission and
update if necessary
9. Estimate funding needs/
sources in consultation and
conjunction with experts:
EDGE, developers, lawyers,

etc.
10. Outline options and communicate to congregation/
presbytery
Obtain Council and congregational approval of preferred
way forward.
________________________
2. Scott Andrews reminded
Council that the Annual General Meeting for 2018 is in
four months and there is a
need to carefully think about
who will continue on Council
and to identify new members.
Scott also brought up the matter of the CPR and AED
Training being offered to all
Council members, Council
Committee members, staff,
ushers and Sunday School
teachers, highlighting that it is
important that there be an adequate number of people who
have taken these courses.
3. Kathleen Richardson provided Council with a FINANCIAL SUMMARY outlining
YTD amounts with previous
year comparisons. YTD Receipts are up $27,445 over
2016. The financial committee has reviewed the numbers

26

and feel there is no one thing
which accounts for the increase. The capital line is
much higher this year. Investment income is up as well.

Stewardship Committee is an
important concern and priority.
6. Alcris opened with her
thoughts on the memorable
and meaningful service that
took place for her Covenanting. She expressed her gratitude for all who attended and
the beautiful reception organized by the Pastoral care
team and the Joint Search
Committee. She provided the
highlights of the Dinner For
Eight event and wanted to emphasize how special it was to
identify new people to the
church and to hopefully match
them with long-term members
of the congregation.

4. Beth Gutsell, Presbytery
Representative, provided a
thorough summary of events,
meetings and activities coming
out of Presbytery. A significant discussion is taking place
regarding the boundaries of
the new regional councils.
New regional boundaries will
come into effect on January 1,
2019. The Preliminary Report
is scheduled for January 10,
2018 and input from churches
is encouraged.
Beth also informed Council of
the dedication of the memorial
plaque at the Haven recognizing the sponsorship of the
United Church in the Dr. Ann
Squire Community Room.

Alcris’ unfolding work includes: Men’s Breakfast;
Women’s Retreat; the Cup of
Our Life project; Greeting
Cards; Mom and Dad Night;
and Cooking Together.

5. On behalf of Stewardship,
Reverand Bailey advised
Council of Parkdale’s actions
to do a better job respecting
composting and recycling.
Blue and black bins and a
green bin have been acquired
to this end. In her report, Sam
Tim, Chair, advised that increasing membership for the

In her report Alcris described
the very positive and enjoyable experience of the pastoral
team retreat where our three
clergy got to know each other
better and talk “… about strategies for conflict resolution,
ways for mutual collaboration,
overlaps, communication and
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how to support the different
areas of work we cover.”

fiti and whose custodial sentence is coming to an end, has
expressed interest in collaborating with us. Anthony stated
that he has been contacted by
a representative of the Parole
Board for the purpose of our
Parkdale group discussing various issues in anticipation of
the young man’s release on
supervised parole.

7. Anthony informed Council
that he is delighted with how
well the ministerial team is
getting along and how the recent retreat contributed to a
positive exploration of the features of team ministry. He
informed the members present
that his study leave in Alberta
(Oct. 2-6) with black colleagues in United Church ministry left him with sadness and
with some deep emotions as
we continue to contend with
the contemporary issues of
race and discrimination in our
society. He advised that
“Much more work needs to be
done” and he came back with
the commitment to raise theses
issues more in worship and the
life of our congregation and
our Presbytery.

Parkdale has been approached
by two researchers as they
study what makes for
“Thriving Congregations in
the United Church” across the
country. Ours was picked as a
church that is thriving indeed.
They will be compiling a report of best practices and
would like to talk to both old
and new attendees of Parkdale.
They are interested in hearing
more about the Unbinding experience.

Anthony was pleased to report
that through the Bible Study
already eight people have expressed an interest to become
a new member. New members will be welcomed at the
December 17th church service.
Anthony advised that the Collaborative Justice process is
continuing as the young man
responsible for the racist graf-

Anthony advised that once
again the Parkdale Orchestra
will be supporting our worship
with special music on the
Reign of Christ Sunday on
November 26th. As well, we
will be welcoming members
of the Ottawa Barbados Assoc.
and the Barbados High Commission Office on that day.
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8. Melodee wanted to highlight the rich experience that
she enjoys as she works with
our children and youth. Following up on all the changes
coming out of Presbytery, particularly Remit 6, she advised
that the youth outreach ministers have been given their letters of termination for the end
of 2018. This will have an
impact and will affect our own
children’s programming.

Anthony handed out a feature
sheet on Global Partner Sunday which will take place at
Parkdale on November 19th at
10:30am with Dr. Tony Campolo who will speak about
children and community development initiatives in Bangladesh.
10. In her Pastoral Care Report, Mary McLeod thanked
the members of the Pastoral
Care Team and the Joint
Search Committee for hosting
the reception for Alcris following the Covenanting Service. Visits to our elder saints
continue and prayer shawls are
given.

9. Carolyn Halkett, Communications, opened with her
recognition for Norman for his
efforts to place the “Parking
Lot Full” sign on Sundays.
This led to a discussion about
the extreme difficulty in finding parking on or near the
church and the impact that has
on the life of the congregation.
Carolyn described the status of
the current work the Algonquin students are undertaking
on behalf of the church in
terms of re-designing our website and making a video for the
website. The students are very
motivated and engaged in this
project. The teachers’ strike is
affecting the timelines, although the students are keen to
continue without their professors’ involvement.
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LIGHTNING
STRIKE
UPDATE
As you know, Parkdale United
Church was seriously affected during a severe thunder storm in late
August and we are still suffering
the consequences. Fortunately, our
insurance policy provides for replacement value and response from
our insurer to date has been encouraging, with our insurance covering most of the expenses, minus the $5000 deductible.
To summarize the damage: eight of nine telephones required replacement; the
organ is non-functional and requires significant repair; two of three of our new
projectors had to be sent away for repair; two computers (Anthony’s and Don’s)
were completely disabled; the old photocopier is dead, and the new one required
repair; the hearing loop in the sanctuary was destroyed; security cameras were
disabled, as well as the DVR video control box that interfaces to these cameras,
the additional spare interfaces on the control box, and the power supply to the
three cameras; the HVAC system required a new boiler control unit and a new
thermostat; and the sound mixer board was damaged.
Damage assessment and repair work began immediately after the lightning strike and
continues to date. To summarize: the telephones have been repaired, with one problem
remaining. The door phone controller was replaced but it does not work properly; new
cabling from the switching equipment to the door phone is required. The projectors in
the sanctuary have been returned and reinstalled; computers have been replaced; the
photocopiers have been repaired and replaced; the hearing loop in the sanctuary has
been repaired and reinstalled; the security camera system is in the process of being repaired; the HVAC system has been repaired; the Allen & Heath sound mixer board has
been partially repaired; additional components have been ordered to complete the repair. In the interim the sound board has been reinstalled and is being used with one
input still missing.
The most costly repair pertains to the pipe organ, and our insurer has requested that an
engineer double check the work, given the estimated dollar value of the repairs
($153,000). A technical consultant from a company called Relectronic was to touch
base the week of November 12. Repairs, once started, are estimated to take several
months. In the meantime, a new electronic piano, which has some organ sounds, is
filling in for the organ.
As you can see, the damage was extensive and the repairs have been timeconsuming. Richard Hamley has gone above and beyond the call of duty during
recent months, assessing damage and assisting with repairs. We owe him a huge
vote of thanks. Thanks Richard!
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IN FROM THE COLD
MINISTRY
We Begin Again
The sixteenth season of our In
From the Cold Ministry began
on Saturday, November 11th.
Our caring, enthusiastic volunteers prepared and served the delicious four-course meal
to 105 guests who were welcomed with warm friendliness. The Beverage Table, Book Table and Craft Tables
were all available for our guests. Before the meal was
served, Anthony held a meaningful Remembrance Day
Service accompanied by Joy Ells on the flute and Elaine
West on the piano. During the service, Anthony invited
all guests and volunteers who were veterans or had veterans in their families, past or present, to join him at the
front while all present stood in respectful silence and listened to the words of “WE WILL REMEMBER THEM”
read by Veteran Ian Paterson. This was a very poignant
moment. Gratitude is expressed to ALL who volunteer,
provide financial support and pray to make this meaningful Ministry possible. Together we give God thanks
for the opportunity to serve.
In From The Cold Brochures and
Sign Up Sheets for New Volunteers are available at the four doors
of the Sanctuary.
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We enjoy meeting you and being together in ministry. Parkdale’s
congregation responds to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings by:

Uniting in joyful worship as an
act of praise and gratitude, for inspiration and guidance
Providing learning opportunities
for the Christian way of life and
to enhance
Biblical literacy

Supporting each other through
pastoral care and concern

Reaching out to people
in need
Promoting justice
Praying for guidance,
wisdom, and support.
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