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WELCOME TO PARKDALE 

A special 2011 (our 80th anniver-
sary year) welcome to Parkdale 
United Church. We enjoy meet-
ing you and being together in 
ministry. 
 

Parkdale’s congregation responds 
to God’s call and Jesus’ teach-
ings by: 
 
a) Uniting in joyful worship as 

an act of praise and grati-

tude, for inspiration and 

guidance 

b) Providing learning oppor-

tunities for the Christian 

way of life and to enhance 

Biblical literacy 

c) Supporting one another 

through pastoral care and 

concern 

d) Reaching out to people in 

need 

e) Promoting justice 

f) Praying for guidance,  

      wisdom, and support. 

 
Visitors and newcomers to Park-
dale, be on the lookout for our 
hospitality team on Sunday 
mornings.  They wear pale yel-
low name tags and would be 
pleased to meet you and to an-
swer questions about our worship 
service and about activities that 
go on through the week at Park-
dale.   

If you are visiting, please ask for 
a copy of the ‘Welcome to Park-
dale’ edition of the Messenger.  It 
has a striking goldenrod cover.  
Please take a copy home to read.  
We hope you will come again for 
worship and fellowship.  
 
The Parkdale Congregation 

 Where to find it... 
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 IMPORTANT DATES 

December 4 (2nd Sunday of 
Advent)  

Isaiah 40:1-11  
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  
2 Peter 3:8-15a  
Mark 1:1-8  

 
December 11 (3rd Sunday of 
Advent)  

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  
Psalm 126:1-6 or Luke 
1:47-55  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  
John 1:6-8, 19-28  

 
December 18 (4th Sunday)  

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  
Luke 1:47-55 or Psalm 89:1
-4, 19-26  
Romans 16:25-27  
Luke 1:26-38  

 
December 24 (Christmas Eve)  

Isaiah 9:2-7  
Psalm 96:1-13  
Titus 2:11-14  
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)  
 

December 25 (Christmas Day)  
Isaiah 52:7-10  
Psalm 98:1-9  
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)  
John 1:1-14 

LECTIONARY FOR DECEMBER 

December 4  10:30 am  Communion 

December 4   Second Blessing Coffee Shop will be  

                                                                  open after morning worship 

December 4 5:00 pm Junior Youth 

December 10 7.30 pm  Jacob Moon Concert 

December 11  10:30 am  Christmas Pageant 

December 14  7.00 pm  Reflective Christmas service 

   (for those who find the Christmas  

season to be difficult) 

December 18  10:30 am  Choir Cantata 

December 18 12.45 pm Carol singing at Grace Manor 

December 24 5:00 pm  Christmas Eve Family Service 

  10:00 pm  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 

ing of a cosmic kind of 
“occupy” movement? 
What if we reflected, 
and meditated, and dis-
cerned, and had conver-
sations about how God – 
the mysterious three-in-
one - is “occupying” our 

world, our congregation, our 
hearts and lives? What if we 
were to ponder what kind of 
injustice, disconnection, spiri-
tual anaemia, over-
consumption, anxiety, poverty, 
violence, and lack of compas-
sion and love propels God to 
“occupy” our world, our con-
gregation and our hearts and 
lives. 
 
Perhaps we could also take 
time to ruminate on and cele-
brate with joy, the beauty of 
our world and the sheer de-
light God takes in just hanging 
out with God’s Creation. 
 
Now this is nothing new, 
God’s presence has always 
been with us. In John’s Gospel 
we read that from the very be-
ginning the Word – Jesus – 
was with God and was God; 
and that this Word “became 

 

Advent and 

Christmas 

God’s Occupy 

Movement 
 
In a recent 
sermon I 
quoted a couple of newspaper 
articles commenting on the 
“Occupy” movement.  In one 
of the articles, letter writer 
Peggy Taillon, president and 
CEO of Canadian Council on 
Social Development, wrote: 

“Occupy is about all of us, its 
about the fact that we have 
become a have-have not soci-
ety. This is a new global pan-
demic...I think it is time for a 
rethink - a renewal of our so-
cial contract, time for a big 
national conversation – who 
we are and what we stand 
for.” (Ottawa Citizen, Nov 19, 
2011) 
Now I know you may think 
that what I am about to write 
is another one of my hair-
brain, non-sequitur ideas, but 
bear with me. What if this 
year, the seasons of Advent 
and Christmas could be a time 
of reflecting on and experienc-
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flesh and dwelt (occupy) 
among us”. In sending his dis-
ciples out to proclaim the gos-
pel and to make and teach new 
disciples, Jesus promises: “I 
am with you always 
(occupy)”. God also promises 
“never to leave you, nor for-
sake you (occupy)”.  
 
So perhaps this global Occupy 
movement could be also an 
Advent and Christmas invita-
tion to host a conversation 
God wants to have with us? I 
don’t know. What do you 
think? Check out the news sto-
ries. Let’s look at our congre-
gation. Let’s look within our-
selves as individuals. Let’s 
pay attention to what’s going 
on around us at home, at 
school, at work, at the venues 
where we volunteer, at our 
workout spaces.... Let’s pray 
and meditate and really listen 
to God, to others and to our-
selves. What conversation is 
emerging about the “why” of 
it all.  
 
Why do we live the way we do?  

Why should we care about the 
grave injustices in the world? 
Why do we worship the way 

we do? 
Why should we bother trusting 
in God? 
Why pray? 
Why am I here anyway? 
Why did I get this disease? 
Why do I love her so much? 
Why should we care if some-
one comes to faith and a trust-
ing relationship with God 
through Christ? 
Why can’t I feel this loving, 
generous and this willing to 
risk forgiving all year round? 
Why do I get so stressed at 
this time of year, and why do 
we spend so much? 
Why do people have to suffer 
like that? 
Why are people being so 
genuinely kind to me? 
Why does a little baby make a 
tough grown man like me feel 
so mushy inside? 
Why can’t I bring myself to 
quit my job and do what I 
know God’s wants me to do? 
Why don’t you just clean up 
the world with one sweep of 
your hand God? 
Why do you love so extrava-
gantly? 
(add your own list of 

“whys”...and sit with them. 

When you are ready, talk with 
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God about them...argue if you 

need 

to...pray....cry...laugh....be si-

lent. And if you need to or 

want to, talk to someone [or 

others] about them) 

 

As those seeking to be follow-
ers of Christ, may this time of 
waiting and of hosting God’s 
“occupation” of our world, our 
congregation, our hearts and 
our lives, lead us to clarify 
“who we are and what we 
stand for.” 
 
I pray for us all, Advent 
grace...   

O come, O Dayspring, from 

on high, 

And cheer us by your drawing 

nigh, 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of 

night, 

And death’s dark shadows 

put to flight. 

  Rejoice! Re-

joice! Emmanuel shall 

come... 
...and Christmas Joy. 
 
How silently, how silently the 

wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human 

hearts the blessed gift of 

heaven. 

anthony 

 

 

White Gift Sunday 
 

The White Gift tradition 

shares in the spirit of Christ 

and the God of love at Christ-

mas. We give gifts of love to 

people in need. These gifts are 

often nonperishable food items 

which are distributed to people 

in the community, or warm 

clothes for the cold winter 

months. White Gift Sunday 

celebrates the stewardship of 

God’s love and giving at the 

time of year when we remem-

ber the coming of the King of 

Kings.  

  

White Gift Sunday is tradition-

ally held at Parkdale on the 

first Sunday in January.  

  

Bring gifts, and they will be 

collected by the children to 

place at the Nativity Scene and 

will then be distributed to peo-

ple in the community. 
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Greetings everyone! 
 
We here are at Parkdale, are 
particularly blessed to have a 
Ministry such as In From The 

Cold(IFTC). 
 
We are blessed to have the 
wherewithal to serve over 120 
less fortunate people last week 
and, yesterday, as I was passing 
the registration desk, Adeline 
told me “146  guests came to-
day”.  I am constantly amazed 
to watch how a day-in-the -life 
of In From The Cold unfolds. 
I must admit that I have never 
been hands-on in picking up 
food or cooking. However, I 
have been there to see and help 
setting up of the meal tables, the 
beverage table, the reading ta-
bles, the pottery and card- mak-
ing tables. I have been taught 
how to make the sandwiches – 
yes -  taught how to make 
proper sandwiches -  spread the 
margarine right out to the very 
end of each slice of bread - set-
ting tables with care to ensure 
the lines on the table cloths are 
straight and matching,  seeing 
the preparation of sumptuous 

four-course meals, salads - 
beautifully decorated just right,  
serving guests and, finally, 
breaking down tables, washing 
dishes, cleaning the toilets and 
floors ; ALL finished and eve-
ryone out  - usually by 6:00PM 
- leaving Tape Hall and its 
kitchen spotless for another 
group at 7:00 PM. Khan will 
attest to that. Just amazing!!  
   
We are also very blessed to be 
able to provide a happy, safe 
place on Saturday afternoons 
during the winter months for 
our guests and volunteers alike. 
 
I am pleased to report that we 
now have over 180 volunteers; 
however, we welcome more, 
because the more volunteers we 
have the less often the same 
people have to be called. Tell us 
if you want to work additional 
shifts OR you may just want to 
be on an “On call list” which is 
used when a scheduled person 
falls sick or, for whatever rea-
son, cannot make it. If you are 
able to, please contact our vol-
unteer coordinator – Camille 
Beaufort - at e-mail: infromthe-
cold_parkdale@yahoo.com or 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
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• God answers knee mails 
 

• Prayer: the original wireless 
connection 

telephone 613-324-6907.  
 
We cannot over-emphasize our 
appreciation and thanks to the 
Food Bank, to local merchants, 
clubs,  other churches, the sur-
rounding community and,  you, 
our congregation and friends for 
your continuing prayers, finan-
cial support and for volunteer-
ing . 
 
Normally, Hazel or Janice or 
one of the many tireless work-
ers from the Ministry would be 
communicating with you about 
In From The Cold .   However, 
I am here on behalf of the Mis-
sion and Outreach Committee 
which is hosting a Jacob Moon 

Concert here at Parkdale on 

Saturday, December 10th at 

7:30 PM to raise money for our 
IFTC Ministry. We are blessed 
to have people like Hannie Fitz-
gerald from our own congrega-
tion and her “Fumbling Fin-
gers” band entertain sometimes; 
and Bob Waite and others are 
often there entertaining our 
guests.  Now, we are happy to 
welcome Jacob Moon for the 
third time to Parkdale to help 
raise money for our IFTC Min-
istry.  
 
 

Usually, he comes as a one-man 
band; however, this time he 
brings with him “The Michael 

Schulte Strings”.  This event he 
calls “AN ENCHANTING 

EVENING OF CHRISTMAS 

CAROLS & HOLIDAY 

SONGS”.  So, plan to bring 
your family and friends on Sat-

urday, December 10th at 7:30 
PM to Parkdale.   
Carolynn (Trites) Halkett & I 
will be selling tickets in Memo-
rial Hallway after Sunday ser-
vice. Tickets are $20  and $25 
at the door.  More information 
may be found on the Parkdale 
United Church website. 
 
 
Please come and enjoy the eve-
ning with us as you support out 
In From The Cold Ministry. 
 
Thank you. 
Faye Beaufort 
 
Chair, Mission, Outreach & 
Justice Committee 
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Bajan Coconut Bread 
A Traditional treat made for Christmas in Barbados,  

David, Jennifer and Marley Odumodu 

3 1/c cups flour      
2 tablespoons baking powder (optional) 
1/3 cups sugar   
¼ tsp salt  
1 tsp allspice 
1 tsp nutmeg 
2-3 cups of grated unsweetened coconut or one fresh coconut 
grated 
   
1 egg (optional) 
1 tsp vanilla 
¾ cups of milk 
¼ cup of butter  
 
¼ cup raisins 
 
Melt butter and add all the ‘Wet Ingredients’;   egg, vanilla, milk and 
butter in blender and blend for 2 mins. 
 
In a separate bowl add ‘Dry Ingredients’ - flour, baking powder, sugar, 
salt, spices & coconut. 
 
Add the ‘Wet ingredients’ to the ‘Dry Ingredients’ then flour the raisins 
and add to mixture. 
 
Fold mixture together and place in two to three greased loaf pans and 

bake for 50 minutes to 1 hour at 350 degrees or until golden brown on 

the tops. 

                                                  RECIPE 
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Christmas Eve Family Service  
                                      5 pm 

 
This year, with Christmas Eve on a Sat-
urday and a Christmas Day    service on 
Sunday to consider, it seemed that it 
would be an ideal  occasion to try out a 
new time for the family Christmas Eve. 
This would not affect the late evening, 
10 pm Christmas Eve service. 
 
At Parkdale we have been having conversations for a couple of 
years about holding this special worship at 5 pm in the evening.  
Partly this has come about because it is being advocated for by 
some of those with younger children and others who have Christ-
mas Eve family dinners to attend.  It has been noted that many 
churches in Ottawa hold their family service in the late afternoon.   
 
At five pm it will be full-dark at that time of year so we would still 
be able to enjoy the warm ambiance of candle-light, a glowing 
Christmas tree and the special star over the crèche.  As Decem-
ber 24th is a Saturday, it is unlikely that work schedules would 
prevent people being able to attend a 5 pm service. 
 
 

So please, mark Park-
dale’s family Christmas 
Eve   service in your    
calendars for 5 pm.  The 
Worship Team and other 
guests will be leading the 
music and it    promises 
to be a lovely time to    
celebrate Christ’s birth. 
 
submitted by  
Melodee Lovering 
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Please join Parkdale’s talented Sunday 
school as they present the annual Christmas 
Pageant during morning worship service on 
December 11.  This year we follow a group 

of angels-in- training who are tasked with the          
important job of alerting the world to the arri-

val of the Christ Child.   
 

As it turns out, these 
young angels still 

have a few things to 
learn about responsi-

bility and keeping 
cool under pressure 
but, of course, the 

come through in the 
crunch! 
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How and what brought 

you to Parkdale ?  

Ryan Pascal and  mom 
Daunett Tucker, since 
2003 
 
In 2003 after moving to Ot-
tawa my mother began to 
look for a church for us to set-
tle down with. We attended 
services at many churches but 
had not yet found the one for 
us.  I believe that it was 
through word of mouth that 
we were introduced to Park-
dale United Church. We at-
tended the Martin Luther King 
service and were quite 
pleased with Dr. Bailey’s ser-
mon.  We decided to come 
back for another week, then 
eventually every week. This 
eventually saw us becoming 
regulars and members of 
Parkdale. 
 

During our time at Parkdale 
we have been exposed to and 
been a part of many aspects 
of church life such as the mis-
sion and outreach community, 
In From The Cold, the Cuba 
mission trip and the Nicaragua 
mission trip, the bazaars and 
other functions. On a personal 
level Parkdale has enriched 
our spirituality, faith, and has 
created many new friendships. 

 
Dina Epale and Doretta 
Charles-Epale, Cordel, age  
6 and Arianne, age 1, since 
2008 
 
My husband and I had been 
searching for a "home" church 
for a few years before we 
walked through the doors at 
Parkdale. We wanted to find a 
church that could accommo-
date our diverse backgrounds.   
My husband was raised in 
Cameroon (Africa) in the Pres-
byterian church and I am a 
Canadian-born citizen of Car-
ibbean heritage, raised in the 
United Church. We wanted to 
have a place that could help 
support our spiritual growth, 
and help us to answer chal-
lenging ethical questions that 
may be presented to us as 
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parents of young children. 
Parkdale's website is what first 
sparked our attention.  The 
website is very well organized 
and helped us to get a 
glimpse of what it would be 
like to be a member. After 
attending services casually for 
a few years, we decided to 
become members and baptize 
our children at Parkdale. We 
feel blessed to be a part of 
such a progressive, warm 
community of caring people.  
 
 
Leigh Melanson, Jeff Men-
zies and Alice Lauren, age 
1, since 2004 
 
After meeting Jeffrey Menzies 
and his family in 2004 I was 
invited to attend Parkdale with 
them one Sunday morning. 
Having grown up Catholic, I 
was curious to see the per-
spective and traditions of the 
United Church. From the first 
hymn to the last, I was com-
pletely inspired by the joy, 
energy, and openness of the 
congregation. I was especially 
moved by Dr. Anthony Bailey's 
sermon; it was powerful, in-
sightful and I felt as if he was 
speaking directly to me.  

Once engaged, there was no 
question that Parkdale would 
be the location of our wed-
ding. The weeks leading up to 
the wedding we were fortu-
nate to have several pre-
marital counselling sessions 
with both Dr. Bailey and Bar-
bara Faught.  These were in-
valuable and made us both 
consider many important 
questions before making such 
an important commitment to 
each other.  
 
Fast forward to this year, we 
have been blessed with our 
first daughter, Alice Lauren 
Menzies who has already been 
welcomed into the Parkdale 
community when she was 
baptized this past Spring. Al-
though it's been a bit of a 
challenge to make it to service 
every week with a now one-
year old in the house, we look 
forward to Parkdale continu-
ing to be an important part of 
our growing family in the 
months and years to come. 
 

Compiled by Valerie Hum. If you 

would like to share your story, 

please contact Valerie at  

613-728-8830 or   

Email: valerie.hum@rogers.com 
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Birthdays in  

December 

Our warmest  

greetings to: 

 
  

Dec 1 Josee Mela 
Dec 3 Ryan Goetz 
Dec 5 Nicholas McGregor 
Dec 6 Stewart Drodge 
Dec 6 Donovan Sealy 
Dec 7 Karel Nelson  
Dec 9 David Smith 
Dec 9 Andrea Harris 
Dec 9 Naomi McHenry 
Dec 10 Joanna Hamley 
Dec 11 Clara Lu 
Dec 13 June Coll 
Dec 13 Nicole Greaves 
Dec 14 Emily Bailey 
Dec 15 Don MacPherson 
Dec 17  Danica Rogers 
Dec 19 Alex Ngwafusi 
Dec 20 John Bailey 
Dec 23 Marq Nelson 
Dec 25 Larissa Sealey 
Dec 27 Derek Fortune 
Dec 27 Rolland Borden 
Dec 29  Andrew Scott 
Dec 31 Trinity McQuinn 

       NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

If you would like your birthday to be 

a secret, please let Jennifer in the 

office know and we will leave you off 

the list. 

We mourn the loss of long 
time member Eileen Buan, 
who died on Thursday, No-
vember 3, 2011 at the age of 
99 years. Beloved wife of the 
late Alain "Allan" and loving 
mother to Larry.   Eileen is 
pictured in 2002, at age 90. 

 

 
Congratulations to Dan and 
Karen Laurin on the birth of 
their daughter Kaitlyn on Oc-
tober 31. 
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We mourn the loss of our 
friend and faithful member 
Alma Hutton, who died on 
November 10, aged 97.   Our 
sympathies and prayers are 
with Brenda and Maurice, 
Julia and Andrew (Karen).  
 

 

 

 

 

Parker Harewood, son of Lana Paris and Adrian Harewood, was 
baptized  at the October 30th church service  
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       NEWS FROM THE PEWS CONT. 
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Baptisms November 13th, 2011 (page left) 
  
Maxim Jerome Beaufort-Bradley, parents Camille Beaufort and 
Mark Bradley 
 
Adam Joseph Hinds, parents Chris (adult baptism) and Kim 
Hinds 
 

Adelaide Lucienne Koch, parents Lucy Giroux-Koch and Fred 
Koch 

Ryan Pascal 
accompanied 
our veterans 
at the Re-
m e m b r a n c e 
Day service 
on November 
6.   The 

wreath in memory of our World 
War I veterans was placed by 
Russ Hicks.  He is a retired 
RCAF Squadron leader and 
served his country during the 
Cold War period.  He also served 
as an exchange officer with the 
US Navy during the Cuban Cri-
sis. 
 
The wreath in memory of our 
World War II veterans was 
placed by George Grande.  He 
was an RCAF radar officer and served in the UK, India and Cey-
lon in both squadrons and ground stations from 1941 – 1945.  He 
returned to Canada in September 1945.  

Ryan Pascal 
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Last year, $30,000 was set aside in the budget to  cover the costs of 
a renovation to our Sunday school rooms which had last been refur-
bished in the early 1980s.  New furnishings, paint, flooring etc. was 
needed.  We’ve all watched Mike Holmes and discovered that reno-
vating an old building always brings surprises.  A large chunk of the 
budget was eaten up by environmental costs associated with paint-
ing the ceiling and then we discovered that a new sub-floor needed 
to be laid.  
 
Over the summer much volunteer labour was donated by  members 
of the Christian Education and Trustees committees and others.     
 
We have already purchased new size-appropriate tables and chairs 
for the grades 1-6 classes who were using mismatched and vari-
ously sized furniture.  The rooms are painted and the floors laid but 
there are items which we still hope to purchase and the budget is 
gone.  We need new comfy chairs for nursing moms and we would 
like to replace our old steel storage cabinets with new less squeaky 
and beat up versions.  We also want to acquire some uniform com-
munal storage units for our various other supplies.   We are looking 
for donations of couches in excellent condition for our senior room.  
These would need to work with our décor — tones of brown and 
beige would fit.   

                     In order    
        to complete this     

                     renovation for our   

          wonderful kids, we need your  

        special support in addition to 

your regular givings to Parkdale 
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Some sample costs (figures approx): 
 
4 area carpets for 2 rooms:   $1400 
10 tables and 50 chairs:   $5000 
Decorative Painting:   $5000 
Ceiling painting:      $17000 
Flooring:           $9,000 
Border for nursery   $400 
Approx total already spent $37,800 
 
Still needed: 
 
Storage units 4 @ $400 each $1600 
Storage for hall $2000 
Comfy chairs for nursery $1000 
Changing table   $300 
 $4900 + 
 
Plus we also need two folding partitions. The cost is un-
known but expected to be substantial 

 
Donations to this project are tax deductible and can be 

made using your offering envelopes or through the 
church office.    

More importantly such donations are an investment in 
our children’s Christian Education — helping them to 

feel that they are valued and loved members of Christ’s 
family here at Parkdale. 
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Fortune Cookie Fun 
 
At the party to celebrate the renova-
tion and dedication of the Sunday 
school rooms on November 13, for-
tune cookies were passed around.  
These were sweet on the lips and 
sweeter for the soul as they con-
tained Bible verses on the theme of 
teaching, learning and children.  
 

 Which verse did you get? 

 
Let us discern for ourselves what is 
right; let us learn together what is 
good.  
Job 34:4 
 
I will praise you with an upright 
heart as I learn your righteous laws.  
Psalm 119:7 
 
Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart.  
Matthew 11:29 
 
Whatever you have learned or re-
ceived or heard from me...- put it 
into practice.  
Philippians 4:9 
 
If you are pleased with me, teach me 
your ways so I may know you... 
Exodus 33:13 

 
Fix these words of mine in your 
hearts and minds... Teach them to 
your children...  
Deuteronomy 11:18-19 
 
God is exalted in his power. Who is 
a teacher like him? 
Job 36:22 
 
I will instruct you and teach you in 
the way you should go; I will coun-
sel you...  
Psalm 32:8 
 
So your trust may be in the LORD,  
I will teach you today, even you. 
Proverbs 22:19 
 
...Whoever practices and teaches 
these commands will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven.  
Matthew 5:19 
 
Jesus replied, "Anyone who loves 
me will obey my teaching.  My fa-
ther will love them... 
John 14:23 
 
We have different gifts....If it is 
teaching, then teach... If it is to 
lead, do it diligently.  
Romans 12:6-8 
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Rosie Andrews finishing off the cake 

from the room dedications 

The elders are worthy of double hon-
our...especially those whose work is 
teaching...  
1 Timothy 5:17 
 
Start children off in the way they 
should go...when they are old they 
will not turn from it.  
Proverbs 22:6  
(this verse also appeared on the 

cakes) 
 
...Now you are light. Live as chil-

dren of light. 
Ephesians 5:8 
 
...We love the children of God by 
loving God and carrying out his 
commands.  
1 John 5:2 
 
For every house is built by someone 
but God is the builder of everything.  
Hebrews 3:4  
 

(with special thanks to all who did 

the work of renovations!) 

 
For 80 years Parkdale has been 
forming followers of Jesus... to 
transform our world 
 
(The room renovations were part of 

Parkdale’s 80
th

 anniversary celebra-

tions) 

 

We have some of these sweet treats 
remaining so look for them at future 
celebrations. 
 
Please remember that financial dona-
tions to assist with this key ministry 
may be made through your church 
envelopes. 
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A SPECIAL REFLECTIVE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
  

The Advent and Christmas seasons are challenging for many peo-
ple who find they have trouble feeling “in the spirit” of things. This 
may be due to a recent (or anticipated) death of a family member 
or friend, the end of a marriage or a relationship, the loss of work, 
or a move away from the place that has been home for some time. 
Often when people are focused on choosing gifts, planning meals, 
and singing Christmas carols, it can be hard to reconcile these ac-
tivities with feelings of sadness and loss. Further, for many per-
sons it seems as if there is nowhere that these difficult feelings can 
be acknowledged and validated.  
  
Once again, this year Parkdale United will be offering a supportive 
and reflective worship experience that acknowledges these kinds 
of feelings and lifts them before God. All are welcome. If you would 
like to discuss what will be taking place at this service, please feel 
free to speak with Rev. Dr. Bailey (728-8656, abailey@trytel.com).   
  
The service will take place on Wednesday, December 14, 2011 at 
7:00 pm. in the chapel. Special music and readings will be in-
cluded. 
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MISSION, OUTREACH 

AND JUSTICE 

  
Friday Night  

“Stories and   

Images” 
 

On the last Friday of every 
month (except December), 
the Mission, Outreach and 
Justice Committee (MO&J) 
presents two hours of en-
tertainment and fellowship 
called “Stories and Im-
ages”. The series is in-
tended to help build a 
sense of community as par-
ticipants come together as 
family to share in the spiri-
tual growth engendered by 
sharing our diversity, and to 
foster learning and com-
radeship that comes from 
travel such as the recent 
pilgrimages to Israel, Tur-
key, and Germany that in-
volved some members of 
Parkdale United Church. 
 

If you were unable to attend 
the Images and Stories Se-
ries at Parkdale in Septem-
ber, October and Novem-
ber, may we just say we 
have missed you and we 
are glad you are taking a 
minute to catch up with us 
here in the Messenger. 
 
The second in the series 
was held on October 28th. 
The presenters, Judy and 
Richard Hamley, took us on 
a visual trip to Germany 
with beautiful scenery in 
France, and some lovely 
out of the way stops like the 
beautiful, unforgettable Ro-
coco church in Weis, Ger-
many, and the fantastical 
castles of Ludwig II in 
Neuschwanstein. 
The main focus of the eve-
ning was informing the 
Parkdale community, visu-
ally and with stories, about 
the Oberammergau Pas-
sion Play.  Oberammergau 
is a story of vows and dedi-
cation of awesome propor-
tions. 
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In 1633 the peoples of the 
little village of Oberammer-
gau vowed that, should 
God deliver them from the 
Black Plague, they would 
perform a Passion Play 
every ten years thereafter 
in remembrance and cele-
bration. In 1984 a special 
year of performances 
marked the 350th anniver-
sary of keeping their vows.  
Some Parkdalers were in 
attendance that year. 
 
A cast of over two thousand 
people (either born in 
Oberammergau or having 
lived in the village for at 
least 20 years) enact the 
last week of Christ’s life on 
earth, His crucifixion and 
His Resurrection.  Judy and 
Richard shared their jour-
ney through the beautiful 
Bavarian Alps and their 
memories of Oberammer-
gau.  Others also shared 
memories of travels in Ger-
many. 
 
Beautiful scenes and sto-
ries of their stops along the 
way, and in France were 
enjoyed by all who were 

able to attend. Following 
the Images and Stories was 
a time of fellowship and 
sharing food and more sto-
ries. 
 
 The Mission, Outreach and 
Justice committee, who 
sponsor this series, offer 
our grateful thanks to Judy 
and Richard, who bless our 
community in so many 
ways, and delighted us on 
October 28th with their sto-
ries and humour and pho-
tography. 
 
On November 25th we 
heard about Don and Mar-
garet Macpherson's trip to 
Australia and to a few 
places in Indonesia and 
Singapore.  The tables 
were set for foo9d, fun and 
photos as always. 
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Friday Night  

“Stories and Images” 
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A Christmas Story  
 
Christmas traditions are a little 
different in Brazil.   Christmas is 
celebrated on Christmas Eve 
with the special dinner and ex-
change of gifts following the 
evening church service.   On 
Christmas Day, we go to the 
beach!   On that day last year, I 
also looked in my stocking, 
opened some gifts and enjoy my 
Christmas dinner.  I was on my 
own for the day but not lonely. 
By evening, after such a lovely 
day, I was looking forward to 
going to my Baptist church - 
Igreja Batista Nazareth - for the 
choir Cantata, a typically Brazil-
ian-style Cantata. 
 
It was fairly quiet evening in the 
city although on my street there 
were lots of people around and 
lots of laughter and happy con-
versations at the street bars in 
front of my apartment.  There 
were taxis too, but no drivers.  I 
know many of the taxi drivers so 
I walked down the street a bit to 
see who might be there.  Up 
popped a driver that I had not 
met before.  He said Merry 

Christmas and asked where I 
was going.   “Vamos!  Let`s 
go!”, he said.  I asked, as I al-
ways do, if he knew where my 
Baptist church is and he said 
yes.  That was a first!   It is quite 
a distance from home and on a 
relatively obscure street.  But, 
reassuringly, we did seem to be 
heading in the right direction. 
 
Then he explained. 
 
Rui, my driver, was one of the 
founding families of that very 
Baptist church some 37 years 
ago.  His marriage was the first 
marriage performed in the new 
church.  He knew the church 
well.  He said it had been 18 
years since he had actually been 
there but he mentioned a few 
special continuing friendships.  
He had changed churches for 
family reasons and mostly to 
find one closer to home. 
 
My next question was “Are you 
going to come to church with 
me?”  “I am,” he said. 
 
One of those close friends he 
had named happened to be out 
front greeting people when we 
arrrived and that was the first of 
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own but the street is quiet, dark 
and I prefer making even that 
short walk with company.  This 
time I felt quite independent. 
And that was Christmas Day 
2010 in Salvador da Bahia, Bra-
zil. 
 
This year, I will repeat my after-
noon Christmas meal of shrimps 
with lime and ginger and very 
spicy sauce, a  salad, puree of 
pumpkin and ice cream.  Per-
haps I will have company.  The 
sun will be shining, it will be 
very hot, I will swim.  Then, on 
the 29th, my Manotick family is 
arriving and we will have two 
weeks relaxing and visiting, 
walking on the beach - on vari-
ous beaches!  They will have a 
taste of life in Salvador. 
 
I finish work at CESE at the end 
of January after a two-day plan-
ning retreat and will be glad to 
see you all in March when I re-
turn to Canada.  Meanwhile, I 
pray that we all enjoy the bless-
ings of Christmas and send my 
best wishes for joy in the new 
year! 
 
Kathleen  

quite a few reunions.   Rui sat 
with friends during the Cantata.  
It was great Brazilian music – 
reverent, full of life, percussion, 
enthusiastic choristers... lovely! 
 
To cap off this fine Christmas 
Day, there was even a turkey 
dinner!  I was surprised at taht 
although, after three years here, 
I should not have been.   We 
always share a meal before or 
after church – usually “home-
cooked” at the church but the 
congregation also has some fa-
vourite restaurants.  Needless to 
say, I had not cooked a turkey 
for myself so I was happy for 
that late evening meal – albeit 
without stuffing.  No cranber-
ries, of course, nor gravy or 
mashed potatoes.  But, at 10 
o’clock at night on Christmas 
Day in Salvador, that bit of roast 
turkey was great!   Rui was still 
circulating and also enjoying the 
late evening supper. 
 
In a short while, we eyed each 
other and I nodded and we said 
our goodbyes to friends and 
headed home.  Often I have to 
ask someone to walk two blocks 
with me to the nearest taxi stand 
or take someone out of their way 
driving me home.  I could 
probably get there safely on my 
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Christmas in Brazil 
 

Ana Ligia and Ze Luis (above) 

 

Carving the Turkey (left) 

 

Rui, the taxi driver and friends 

(below) 
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Christmas Cantata (above) 

Simone, Pastor Joel's wife (below) 
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Yuletide  

Bazaar 2011 
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.   To our volunteers ........ 
 
The success of any fundraising 
event can usually be placed on 
the shoulders of its volunteers.  
I think we can say that Park-
dale’s annual Yuletide Bazaar 
is proof positive.   For decades 
the first Saturday in November 
has been a hive of activity 
with 19 table convenors and 
close to 100 volunteers suc-
cessfully putting on a great 
event for the church and the 
community.    
 
We would like to pay homage 
to all of these hard working 
people.   They have been long 
term church members, new 
attendees, siblings, friends, 
parents, grandparents, grand-
children, neighbours or col-
leagues, all too numerous to 

mention by name but valued 
nevertheless.   
 
There are the Bairds, all 
twelve plus who are related to 
David and Marion, Len and 
Barbara and Stan and Marion 
and now spanning three gen-
erations.  They have devoted 
over ten plus years working in 
attic treasures.   Then there is 
long term devotee Gail Blake 
(daughter of Vera Smith) who 
for twenty years along with 
good friend Margaret Little 
has been cooking up the 
homemade soups for the bake 
table.    And in finance, there’s 
Margaret Eades who took over 
duties from Ruth MacLeod 10 
years ago, enlisting the help of 
friend and colleague, Pauline 
Jessome.  Many of the other 
table convenors have also 
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enlisted family, friends or co-
workers.  
 
Thanks to Brenda Mercier, 
retired school teacher, Arnott 
Richardson, an amateur col-
lector for over 40 years, has 
been helping out at Parkdale 
for about 15 years.  His exper-
tise in pricing and identifying 
any special finds in attic treas-
ures will often result in an-
tiques or collectibles being 
relocated upstairs. His love 
and joy in doing this is our 
gain. To quote him on why it 
gives him such joy, “ It’s like 
being a kid and finding out 
what’s under the Christmas 
tree.  Parkdale Bazaar always 
seems to have good stuff to 
sell.  The workers there have 
acquired a wealth of knowl-
edge in pricing and recogniz-
ing the little hidden gems.” 

Then we have Amelia Amen-
dola who first started helping a 
neighbour who was in charge 
of the jewellery table at West-
boro United Church.   With 
the closure of that church the 
two neighbours donated their 
services to Kitchissippi 
Church.   When Amelia saw 
an ad for Parkdale’s bazaar in 
the newspaper about five years 
ago, she called us offering her 
help with the jewellery table.   
 
Parkdale also owes its thanks 
to Carleton University stu-
dents.  The student experience 
office at the University, 
through its Community Ser-
vice — Learning program, of-
fers students a chance to part-
ner with local community or-
ganizations by booking days 
of service.  These students 
have helped Parkdale with 
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IFTC and for the past two 
years with clean-up which has 
proven to be a real lifesaver 
for our aging backs.   The stu-
dents helped box unsold items 
for take away to local second-
hand thrift shops such as 
Value Village.   
 
We owe thanks to Judy Ham-
ley who discovered HighJinx, 
a gently used furniture store at 
621 Somerset St. W just one 
block east of Bronson.  Billed 
as a furniture store with a con-
science, it is a gateway to 
those in need.  Opened 6 
months ago by two social 
workers, Leigh Reid and 
Karen Nielsen, it sells used 
items such as furniture, oddi-
ties, retro stuff and art by local 
artists.  Items are purchased or 
donated allowing them to raise 
money to fund a homelessness 

initiative that they do them-
selves.   They provide a home-
like atmosphere in which to 
meet their clients and for those 
in need within the community.  
There is a stockpile of used 
furniture and housewares in 
the basement that are free for 
the taking.   Parkdale invited 
them and volunteer George 
Upchurch to come to the ba-
zaar to shop and to take away 
any unsold items that could be 
used by their clientele.  They 
have reported that most of the 
items have already been dis-
tributed to their clients.  
 
On HighJinx’s advice about 
finding a home for our unsold 
books we were told about Bib-
liocracy, a new, used and rare 
book store at 640 Somerset St. 
W.  Opened this summer by 
Vaughn MacDonald and his 
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partner across the street from 
HighJinx, this latest business 
is turning Somerset Street into 
an eclectic mix.  Happily for 
Ken Elder, our used book ta-
ble convenor, Vaughn was in-
vited to take away all our un-
sold books.  Cookbooks went 
to HighJinx for their clients 
and two bags of novels were 
donated to Centre 507 on 
Bank Street with the help of 
George Upchurch.  Vaughn 
was able to update his store 
supply with our leftovers 
while donating the rest to his 
favourite charities.  Biblioc-
racy most recently participated 
in a fall craft sale and flea 
market fundraiser for Carefor 
to raise money for its adult 
day program.  We are so grate-
ful that two new businesses 
are helping others while help-
ing us with our clean up 
chores.  

We are so privileged to have 
such a great crew of volun-
teers who have been gathered 
from near and far.   This is 
what makes it so wonderful to 
belong to the Parkdale church 
family.  
 
Thank you everyone.  
 
Val Hum and  

                      Ann Tompkins 
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Summary of the November 2011 

Meeting of Ottawa Presbytery   

 

Ottawa Presbytery gathered at 

Stittsville United Church for the 

November 8, 2011 meeting.  The 

presbytery is grateful that the 

Stittsville congregation was willing 

to host on limited notice.   

 

Presbyters were welcomed with 

warm hospitality and a wonderful 

meal.    Rev. Dianne Cardin, Chair 

of Presbytery convened the meet-

ing at 6:30.  Beth Sweetnam, the 

Chair of the Board at Stittsville 

welcomed the presbytery and 

shared a little about the solar 

panel generation project that the 

congregation is contemplating.   

 

Worship was led by three United 

Church Chaplains with the Cana-

dian Forces and focused on a Re-

membrance Day theme.  The pres-

bytery is appreciative of the active 

participation of the chaplains in 

the work of the presbytery.  

 

The Church in Society Committee 

did a presentation on 

“Covenanting for Life”.  This is a 

program of The United Church of 

Canada that is about engaging 

congregations and presbyteries in 

a greater awareness of social jus-

tice issues and opportunities for 

response.  The presentation by 

Rev. Ellie Barrington, co-chair of 

the committee utilized a power-

point resource on the United 

Church webpage readily accessible 

to all those interested in knowing 

more about this initiative.   

 

Members of the presbytery were 

then invited into a role playing 

exercise designed to demonstrate 

the power issues woven into the 

reality of justice issues like pov-

erty, human rights, ecology. For 

resource visit: www.united-

church.ca/getinvolved/

covenanting  

 

Rev. Brian Cornelius, Treasurer, 

presented the reviewed financial 

statements for 2010 for approval.  

A motion to designate returned 

funds from M&O Conference for 

use in mission strategy work was 

also approved.  Guidelines for ap-

plications are being developed.  

Brian then placed the 2012 budget 

and assessments before the court 

and both were approved.  

 

The presbytery assessment to the 

pastoral charges of the presbytery 

which includes flow-through as-

sessment from the Conference will 

be $380,000 for 2012.  A letter to 
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each pastoral charge with their 

2012 assessment will be sent out 

within the next week.  

 

Carolyn Ruda, the M&O Confer-

ence Mission and Service Fund 

Enthusiasts’ Support Person 

shared the latest in stewardship 

news and resources.  There are 

lots of exciting ways to engage the 

story and support of M&S.  For 

information visit: www.united-

church.ca/getinvolved/support  

 

Rev. Lillian Roberts, Presbytery 

Minister led the presbytery 

through three remits sent to the 

presbyteries from the General 

Council for disposition by Decem-

ber 1, 2011.  The first dealt with 

the frequency of conference meet-

ings, suggesting a removal of a 

condition that insisted confer-

ences meet the year of a General 

Council meeting. Ottawa Presby-

tery voted in favour.   

 

The second remit dealt with the 

kind of ministries to which Desig-

nated Lay Minister could be ap-

pointed.  The change being sug-

gested was that appointments be 

to “accountable” rather than 

“recognized” ministries. Ottawa 

Presbytery voted in favour.   

 

The third remit had to do with the 

membership of Designated Lay 

Minister who were not in active 

appointments either because they 

were retired or because they were 

between positions. The remit was 

suggesting that presbytery mem-

bers for Designated Lay Ministers 

in these instances be a matter of 

discernment between the individ-

ual and the presbytery.  Ottawa 

Presbytery voted against this re-

mit.  

 

Rev. Andrew Jensen spoke briefly 

about the process of discernment 

regarding Affirming Ministry.  It 

was clear that there are a number 

of interpretations about how the 

presbytery is engaging the process 

and Andrew was seeking to bring 

clarity.  The presbytery will con-

tinue to engage in conversation 

about the process and asked for 

direction from the Steering Com-

mittee on both process and defini-

tion of affirming ministry.  

 

The presbytery dealt with the 

regular business through the con-

sensus packet and Rev. Shaun 

Yaskiw, one of the participating 

chaplains led in closing prayer.  

The presbytery next meets De-

cember 13, 2011 at Aylmer United 

Church.  

 

Rev. Lillian Roberts 

Presbytery Minister 
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Celebrating our  

Cultures 2011 
 
On Saturday, October 22, 
Parkdale United Church 
held its seventh annual 
Celebrating our Cultures 
international dinner.  As is 
tradition, the event took 
place in Memorial Hall.  
The walls were adorned 
with colourful new travel 
posters from around the 
world and the alternating 
green and white tables 
were decorated with flags 
from more than a dozen 
countries. 
 

Approximately 150 guests 
attended the popular 
event, and all seemed ex-
cited to sample the vast 
assortment of homemade 
international dishes.  A 
few of the guests wore in-
ternational costumes in 
honour of the rich inter-
cultural experience that 
awaited us. 
 
This year’s master of 
ceremonies, Peter Meer-
burg, looked handsome in 
his top hat and his father’s 
wedding suit as he opened 
the event.  As the event 
progressed, his gentle hu-
mour proved to be the 
perfect segue between 
program segments.   
 
Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey 
welcomed everyone and 
invited guests at each ta-
ble to welcome us in their 
mother tongue.  Approxi-
mately a dozen people did 
so and it was a heart-

STEWARDSHIP 
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warming experience to 
hear so many languages.  
The crowd cheered as 
Parkdale’s very own Khan 
Chao approached the mi-
crophone to greet us in his 
native language.  Anthony 
then asked God for His 
blessing on the food.   
 
Afterwards, Anthony in-
vited us to make our way 
to the buffet tables.  
Guests chatted amiably 
and new connections were 
forged as we queued up 
for the food.  There 
seemed to be a real re-
spect for each other’s cul-
tures and food traditions 
as people tried new foods 
and exchanged “secret” 
recipes.  As conversations 
deepened over dinner and 
people shared more per-
sonal stories, the warm 
smiles said it all.  There 
was a growing acknowl-
edgment that Parkdale’s 
intercultural nature is an 

integral part of the vitality 
of our family of faith. 
 
Throughout the dinner, 
the Canadian musical 
group Fumblin’ Fingers 
entertained us with a vari-
ety of lively traditional 
East Coast songs.  The 
Fumblin’ Fingers is well 
known at Parkdale for its 
wonderful performances 
and the group did not dis-
appoint.  It was not long 
before members of the au-
dience were clapping their 
hands and dancing in the 
aisles.  I could not resist 
the temptation to skip to 
the music as I made my 
way back to the kitchen 
and a couple of guests 
chuckled at my im-
promptu silliness.   
 
Like any big family din-
ner, once everyone got 
talking, it was hard to get 
us to stop.  After dinner, 
when the master of cere-
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monies was finally able to 
call us to order, Dayanti 
Karunaratne and I deliv-
ered ambassadorial 
speeches.  Dayanti and 
her husband, Alex Rice, 
spoke of their respective 
Sri Lankan and American 
backgrounds in the con-
text of their journey to 
Parkdale United Church, 
and I delivered a short re-
flective speech on being 
an intercultural Canadian. 
 
This year’s international 
dinner was significant in 
that this is Parkdale Un-
tied Church’s 80th anni-
versary.  To mark this spe-
cial anniversary, the main 
feature of the evening was 
an engaging and meaning-
ful retrospective presenta-
tion that highlighted Park-
dale’s changing culture 
and ministries since its 
establishment in 1931.   
 
 

Produced by Jennifer 
Payne and an extensive 
team of volunteers, the 
elaborate multimedia dec-
ade-by-decade skit incor-
porated elements of 
drama, situational com-
edy, singing with audi-
ence participation, and 
dancing.  A notable col-
lage of slides, provided by 
Vita Savelieva, added to 
the authenticity of the 
presentation, and show-
cased her hard work and 
knowledge of computers.  
Roger Coady’s excellent, 
well-paced narration con-
tributed well to the pro-
duction. 
 
The audience’s energy 
level soared as a “worship 
song train” was created 
around the room.  Later, 
as the grand interactive 
finale, Gloria Anderson 
led the audience in a 
touching hand-in-hand 
rendition of Bob Marley’s 
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famous song, One Love. 
 
In the closing ceremonies, 
Faye Beaufort presented 
Jennifer Payne with a gor-
geous autumnal bouquet 
of flowers and Anthony 
led us in prayer, thanking 
God for the evening of 
rich intercultural experi-
ences and conversations. 
 

Congratulations and 
heartfelt thanks to Jenni-
fer and her team on the 
very impressive produc-
tion.  It was superb eve-
ning of fellowship.  Hats 
off to all of you! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara Hennessy 
 

Amazing People: The Power of the Human Spirit 
 

featuring Anthony Bailey 

Thursday Dec. 1, 6:00 p.m. evening news, CTV  

 
CTV Ottawa has a television segment titled “Amazing People” 
which is hosted by my friend Kimothy Walker. It focuses on peo-
ple in our community who are making a difference. Last June I 
nominated Anthony for this segment. Kimothy interviewed An-
thony September 15th. 
 
Amazing People: The Power of the Human Spirit 

 

Amazing people are all around us. Whether it's a young boy 

fighting cancer or a woman trying to move on after witnessing 

genocide, their stories inspire and uplift. Join CTV Ottawa's Ki-

mothy Walker Thursday Dec. 1st as she profiles our own Anthony 

Bailey during the 6:00 p.m. evening news. The segment will be 

repeated the following day on the noon news.        —  Ruth Foster  
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Council Report 
October 22, 2011 

 

Supporting Parkdale’s visible minis-
tries  -  Sunday service, pastoral care, 
Christian education, etc.  -  are a host of 
committees, task groups, and individ-
ual volunteers. Overseeing all of this 
work on behalf of the congregation is 
the Parkdale United Church Council, 
the new governance system approved by 
the congregation in 2009 to integrate 
the functions of the former Session and 
Official Board. 
 

The last council meeting was 
held on October 22.  The 
meeting began with a devo-
tional component on the theme 
of hope.  We considered He-
brews 10: 19-25 and the need 
to “provoke” one another to 
act as Christian in a spirit of 
hope.  Anthony shared with us 
another wonderful video he 
has found, “Revolution of 
Hope”, featuring Brian D. 
MacLaren.  In small groups, 
the council members struggled 
with the question of “what do 
we believe is possible that ap-
pears to be impossible now?” 
 

The meeting then moved on to 
consider the business at hand.  
The Working Group on Ac-
countability, which has been 
tasked with examining the 
roles, both staff and lay, and 
relationships among groups in 
the church, reported that they 
will be able to share their find-
ings at the December council 
meeting. 
 

Ellen Andrews reported that 
presbytery has now appointed 
two representatives, Rev 
Trisha Elliot and Rev Isobel 
Black, to serve with us on a 
Joint Needs Assessment Com-
mittee.  This is the first step in 
the process to replace Barbara 
Faught who has announced 
her intention to retire at the 
end of 2012.  The council ap-
proved a motion that an 
amount of $1500 will be 
placed in the 2012 budget to 
support this group’s work.  
The Recruiting and Succession 
Planning Committee (chaired 
by Peter Meerburg) will work 
to recruit JNAC members 
prior to the December council 
meeting.  The presbytery rep-
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resentatives will attend this 
meeting. 
 

An update was provided on 
the state of the Sunday School 
room renovation project.  
There were budget overruns 
on this project due to unfore-
seen issues in an old building.  
However, there are sufficient 
funds in the Property Trustee’s 
budget to cover the expenses 
to date.  The council discussed 
how best to divide the rooms.  
It was decided that the old di-
viders would not be reused 
and that sound proof dividers 
would be ordered.  These will 
be budgeted for in 2012.  A 
small team was hard at work 
planning a dedication celebra-
tion for the refurbished rooms 
for November 13. 
 

At this point in the meeting, 
the committee chairs had a 
chance to comment on their 
work.  The Mission, Outreach 
and Justice Committee (Faye 
Beauford) sought assistance 
for the October 22 Interna-
tional Dinner.  The Steward-
ship Committee (Barbara 
Hennessy) encouraged mem-
bers to attend the Ecumenical 

Stewardship Conference in 
Florida in November.  Don 
Macpherson (Ministry and 
Personnel) reported on a 
workshop he had attended by 
presbytery which taught the 
importance of an annual re-
view of the ministries of the 
congregation.  Don will con-
tact the organizers of this con-
ference to see if they can pre-
sent this information again to 
the council and the congrega-
tion at Parkdale.  Anthony 
highlighted the good work of 
Crystal and Corey Syrnyk 
(Communications Committee) 
with respect to improving bul-
letin boards by the church ex-
its. 
 

Issues around making the 
church accessible and meeting 
our requirements in this do-
main continue to arise fre-
quently at council.  Derek For-
tune, a presbytery representa-
tive, is continuing to share in-
formation and documentation 
obtained from other jurisdic-
tions with the Ministry and 
Personnel committee. 
 

Beth Gutsell, our other presby-
tery representative, reported 
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on two upcoming events: the 
Presbytery Resource Fair and 
Learning Event in October and 
the United Church of Can-
ada’s General Council meeting 
which will take place in Ot-
tawa in August 2012. 
 

The meeting then received the 
financial report (treasurer 
Debbie McGregor).  While 
there have been several pieces 
of good news with respect to 
the church’s finance, there has 
been a decrease in givings this 
year.  Possible reasons behind 
this were discussed.  It has 
been also noted that atten-
dance is down this year and 
very inconsistent week to 
week.  The council considered 
many different reasons that 
members of the congregation 
have not been giving suffi-
ciently to meet all our budg-
eted commitments.   Ideas 
such as the congregation’s 
failure to appreciate the cur-
rent financial needs, the finan-
cial strain on young families 
and the failure of many regular 
givers to adjust their contribu-
tions annually to reflect infla-

tion were considered.  A nar-
rative budget may be created 
again this year to help all 
members understand our fi-
nancial obligations. 
 

The staff had an opportunity to 
comment further on their 
work.  Anthony highlighted 
some upcoming events such as 
the Jacob Moon concert in De-
cember and the Barbados dele-
gation in November.  He has 
been receiving positive feed-
back on the faith formations 
and Unbinding the Gospel se-
ries.  Melodee discussed the 
children’s hip hop dance class 
and the upcoming confirma-
tion class. 
 

The meeting ended in prayer.  

The council will meet again on 

Tuesday, December 6 at 7:00.  

At this meeting there will be 

visits from the JNAC presby-

tery representatives and the 

Unbinding the Gospel group.  

Everyone is welcome to at-

tend! 

COUNCIL REPORT CONTINUED 
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A BAROQUE A BAROQUE A BAROQUE A BAROQUE 

CHRISTMASCHRISTMASCHRISTMASCHRISTMAS    

Canadian Centennial Choir 

Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2011, 7:30 pm 

St. Matthews Anglican Church 

(Glebe) 

217 First Avenue at Bank    

 

Featured will be Bach's Magnificat with soloists, organ, and a small instrumen-

tal chamber group. Included will be two excerpts from Bach's Mass in B minor 

and other seasonal works in the Baroque style. These glorious and challenging 

works will provide a wonderful accompaniment to the Christmas season for 

both choir and audience alike.  

Wanda Procyshyn, soprano 

April Babey, alto 

Chris Oliveira, tenor 

Gary Dahl, bass  

21-piece orchestra, concertmaster Kevin James  

 

Adult tickets:  $22 in advance, $25 at the 

door  

Seniors/students:  $18 in advance, $22 at 

the door  

 

Valerie Hum,  

613-728-8830 
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I Can Still Hear 

Grandma’s Voice  

The family was gathered around 
the tree on Christmas morning.  
The presents had been opened 
and the traditional smells of din-
ner were beginning to waft 
through the house. 

Talk turned to the previous evening’s church service.  “I remem-
ber when Grandma used to sing that solo,” said Ian, who had just 
turned 18.   

“Which one?” asked his older sister, Jessica.   

“O Holy Night”, said Ian.  “She sang that every year for as long 
as I remember.  I can still hear her wonderful voice in my head.”  

“And later Grandpa would always read ’Twas the Night Before 
Christmas to us, too.  Remember that?” asked Jessica.   

“Yeah,” responded Ian.  “I remember so many things about Ad-
vent and Christmas from over the years.  Everything was fun—all 
the anticipation and then the surprises on Christmas morning.” 

“Remember the Christmas pageants?” said Jessica.  “How Mrs. 
Merritt used to insist that we memorize every word of our lines 
before we could even start to rehearse?” 

“Yeah!  I can still recite Angel Gabriel’s words to Mary: ‘Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God,’” Ian said in his 
booming voice, and with all the right gestures.      

“Wow!  I’m impressed that you still remember them.” 

“You know”, said Ian, “when I think of it, my best Christmas 
memories are about experiences—the stories and the songs—
and about the people who made them happen.”   
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For many of us, Advent and Christmas provide a time of reflec-
tion and good memories.  Each of us could name a number of 
people in the church who have had a positive influence on our 
life’s journey: people who have shaped what we think, what we 
feel and what we believe.      

This Advent and Christmas season, why not honour these 
people by making a gift in their name? 

Why not consider making a tribute gift in honour or in memory of 
someone dear to our church’s Mission and Service ministries, to 
your own congregation, or to any mission or outreach program of 
The United Church of Canada. 

You can name your gift in honour or in memory of a loved one, 
an important Sunday school teacher, a minister … perhaps a mu-
sic director … or even that great neighbour down the street who 
was always there to patch up those scraped knees and elbows.     

* * * * * 

You can make your gift online at:  

http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/donate/howto/direct  

Or, for more information, you can contact the United Church Fi-
nancial Development Officer in your region. 

In Montreal and Ottawa Conference, contact: 

Paul Sales, Financial Development Officer 
Montreal and Ottawa Conference 

The United Church of Canada 
6304 Paddler Way, Orléans, ON  K1C 2E7 
613-841-9291 psales@united-church.ca  
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EDITORIAL BOARD 
 

Debbie McGregor, Chair and 
Editor, Kathleen Stephenson 
(foreign correspondent), John 
Butcher, Valerie Hum, Peter 

Meerburg, Danica Rogers and 
you???? 

Call (613) 728-8656 to volunteer. 
 

The Parkdale Messenger is pub-
lished at Parkdale United Church, 
on the last Sunday of each month 
and includes a calendar of events 
and activities for the following 
month.  We appreciate any sub-

missions to the Parkdale Messen-
ger. We reserve the right to edit, 
condense  or reject submissions, 
but will try to find space for all. 

 
Next issue: January 2011. 

Please submit articles and materi-
als to pdale@trytel.com or the 

church office 
by December 17. 

Christmas offering 

  
A reminder from the Mis-

sion, Outreach and Justice 

Committee… 

  

Our special Christmas of-

fering will be shared be-

tween the Mission and Cor-

nerstone, shelters for men 

and women.  

 

Use your special Christmas 

envelope or mark 

“Christmas” on any envelope 

to contribute. 


