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WELCOME TO PARKDALE

Welcome to Parkdale United
Church. We enjoy meeting you
and being together in ministry.

If you are visiting, please ask for
a copy of the ‘Welcome to
Parkdale’ edition of the
Messenger. It has a striking
goldenrod cover. Please take a
copy home to read. We hope you
will come again for worship and
fellowship.

Parkdale’s congregation responds
to God’s call and Jesus’
teachings by:
a) Uniting in joyful worship as
an act of praise and
gratitude, for inspiration
and guidance
b) Providing learning
opportunities for the
Christian way of life and to
enhance Biblical literacy
c) Supporting one another
through pastoral care and
concern
d) Reaching out to people in
need
e) Promoting justice
f) Praying for guidance,
wisdom, and support.

Parkdale United Church
429 Parkdale Ave.
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 1H3
Telephone: (613) 728-8656
Fax: (613) 728-9686
E-mail: pdale@trytel.com
Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey: abailey@trytel.com
Melodee Lovering: melodeelovering63@yahoo.ca
Website: www.parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
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Visitors and newcomers to
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presence, love and sustenance.

MINISTER’S MESSAGE

Blessed are those who mourn, for
they shall be comforted. (Matt. 5:4)
“God’s In-Breaking News” – God
is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in time of trouble.
(Psalm 46:1)

“Breaking News” – King Herod
Lies to the Magi! Herod had no
intention of worshipping the Christ
child when he asked the Magi to
report his whereabouts to him. (Matt.
2:8)

“Breaking News” Gathered Up by
God’s “In-Breaking News”
At the time of writing this message
to meet the deadline (December 17)
for the January edition of the
Messenger, the most recent
destabilizing “Breaking News” was
the wanton slaughter of twenty
young children, seven adults, and the
suicide of the perpetrator in
Newtown, Connecticut on December
14. By the time you read this
message, perhaps there may be other
poignant “Breaking News” stories.
But this one leads to the following
reflection.

“God’s In-Breaking News” –
Sandy Hook Principal Dawn
Hochsprung, without regard for
her own safety, lunged at the
gunman in an attempt to subdue
him and save the children, and
was killed. School psychologist
Mary Sherlach
rushed the
gunman with
Dawn, and was
killed. Teacher
Victoria Soto had
her students hide
in classroom
cupboards and
misdirected the
gunman to the
gym to save the
children, and was killed. Many
other stories of heroism…(Greater
love has no one than those who lay
down their lives to save others. John
15:13)

“Breaking News” – King Herod
Gives Orders to Kill all the Boys
in Bethlehem Under Two Years
Old! Herod uses violence and power
to act out his anger and fear.
could say this. It might even seem
naïve, flippant and perhaps
“Pollyannaish”. Might I venture that
if this is our first reaction, it might
have something to do with the way
the commercial and secular
observances of Christmas have
dulled our memories and reflections
of biblical stories as well as our
spiritual sensibilities. How are we to
contend with Boxing day (no,
Boxing Week) sales and the
invitation to spend our way into
happiness, popularity, and
satisfaction?

January 1 always occurs in the
Christian season of Christmas,
which lasts twelve days. It is a
season that intends for us to savour,
ponder, imagine, be startled by and
“treasure up” (as Mary did) the
wonder of the significance of
Christ’s coming. “Behold, I bring
you good news of great joy…” It is
the Divine news that breaks into all
the news stories of our lives and of
our world. It is God’s “In-Breaking
News” that addresses, gathers up,
speaks into and redeems all
“Breaking News”; even the news of
unspeakable carnage and violence in
that seemingly idyllic community of
Newtown, in which is found the
Sandy Hook Elementary school.

However, if we were to recall and
reflect on the “Breaking News”
stories of the original Christmas
drama, we would find startling
correlations to our contemporary
“Breaking news”. But we would also
find that it is precisely into these
unfolding stories that God chose and
chooses to “Break in” with good
news of great joy – joy being the
assurance of God’s unwavering

You may be incredulous as to how I
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In commenting on
Matthew’s Christmas
story of barbarity and
dislocation (Jesus’
family fleeing as
refugees to Egypt),
commentator Dr.
Thomas Long writes:
The message is not
that God summons
evil to accomplish
divine purposes, but that the
scripture knows the tragic human
destruction
woven into the fabric of history and
that not even evil is its most
catastrophic form, evil as cold and
merciless as the murder of innocent
children, can destroy God’s ability
to save. [commentary on Matthew]

“God’s In-Breaking News” –
Family of six-year-old shooting
victim Ana Marquez-Greene is
comforted and strengthened in
faith by a home video of Ana
singing the hymn ‘Come Thou
Almighty King’, with her brother
Isaiah playing the piano:

…But there is other news to report:
God’s Divine Good News.
“God’s In-Breaking News”- God
heals the brokenhearted and binds
up their wounds. (Psalm 147:3)
“God’s In-Breaking News” –

www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VTnSbAC6UDM
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The opening verse of that hymn
reads:

weal” cohere. This year will be no
different. However, what the
scripture stories of the Christmas
season bear witness to is this: what
matters most is that the God of “InBreaking News”, the Creator of all,
has come in Jesus to be radically
present in the world, in everything
that we and all creation experience.
This God in Christ continues to
come over and over again and again
by the power of the Spirit, to help us
discover and participate in the good
news that this God coaxes out of
every circumstance of life.

Come, Thou almighty King, Help us
Thy name to sing;
Help us to praise: Father, all
glorious,
O’er all victorious,
Come and reign over us, Ancient of
Days.
That last line is the same as praying:
“Thy will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven.” God does not coerce us.
God comes to us in Jesus Christ and
invites us, summons us, calls and
equips us, forgives us, but will not
force us to obey or follow the Divine
Will.

In closing may I share this prayer by
J. Harader for such a time as this:
God of the broken-hearted,
God of the broken heart,
Receive our sighs
too deep for words.
In your time
by your grace
heal us.
In this meantime
hold us
as we weep.
Hold us and rock us
with the rhythm
of your own
grief-struck
quaking
body.

God longs for the good news of
peace, joy, justice, healing,
forgiveness, salvation, compassion
and mercy to be lived, stewarded and
celebrated in all shared human life
and loving. Alas, it is not so, but God
longs for it to be so and calls us to
join in making it so.
The carol says: “the hopes and fears
of all the years are met in thee
tonight.” Another proclaims that:
Love came down at Christmas.
God meets us with Love in all of our
“hopes and fears”, our pain,
dislocation, tragedy, and horror; that
which we experience in our lives, our
communities, our country, and our
world. Human history and
experience, including our own
personal versions of these, are the
inevitable venues in which “woe and

2013 Lenten Small Group Experience
The Unbinding initiative has been a
wonderful blessing for our congregation here
at Parkdale.
The next opportunity to extend the benefits
of gathering in small groups for prayer, faithsharing, bonding with others and inviting
family, friends, colleagues and neighbours to
Parkdale will take place during Lent.
Unbinding Your Soul is an engaging small
group encounter, in which Parkdalers and
guests can enter into open conversations of
faith experience and prayer.
It begins in mid-February.
Stay tuned for more details.

Amen
I pray God’s In-Breaking Good
News would invade our world,
our lives and our communal life and
ministry here at Parkdale United.

5

Your fellow servant of God’s InBreaking News,
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Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Gospel Service
Once again this January 20th at
10:30am, Parkdale United Church
will be hosting the city-wide Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Gospel
Service. It has become a feature of
the Ottawa January calendar on the
third Sunday of the month. We will
again welcome the talented and well
-known Imani Gospel Singers from
Montreal, directed by Marcia Bailey.
Please tell your family and friends to
make plans to be at Parkdale on that
Sunday as we celebrate Martin's
dream of a Global Beloved

NEW! College and Careers Group
There has been a recent appeal from young adults to create a
College and Careers Group. After participating in Unbinding Your
Heart, a group of young people and their group leaders decided
to take it upon themselves to make it happen! Starting January
14th, 2013 we will meet every second and fourth Monday of each
month. These meetings will focus on a Bible book study – the
first book study will be based on Acts. But it’s not all work and
no play - they will also get together and participate in other
activities that will be planned throughout the year!
Anyone who falls in the College
and Careers age group is
welcome to join them at their
upcoming meetings. For more
information or if you have any
questions, please don’t hesitate
to contact Lauren at
lauren.a.barbour@gmail.com

LECTIONARY FOR JANUARY
January 20 – Second after
Epiphany

January 6 – Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1–6
Arise, shine; for your light has
come.

Isaiah 62:1–5
No longer called Desolate, but now
named Delight.

Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14 (VU p. 790
Parts One and Two)
God’s anointed defends the poor.

Psalm 36:5–10 (VU p. 762)
God’s steadfast love extends to the
heavens.

Ephesians 3:1–12
Boldness and confidence through
faith.

1 Corinthians 12:1–11
Different kinds of spiritual gifts, but
the same Spirit.

Matthew 2:1–12
The visit of the Magi.

John 2:1–11
The wedding in Cana.

January 13 – Baptism of the
Lord

January 27 – Third after
Epiphany

Worship materials for Baptism
Sunday through Transfiguration
Sunday were contributed by Laurel
Bower and Gneid Walsh, Atlantic
School of Theology, Halifax, N.S.

Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10
Ezra reads the Torah at the Water
Gate.

Isaiah 43:1–7
When you pass through the waters, I
will be with you.

Psalm 19 (VU pp. 740–741)
The heavens declare the glory of
God.

Psalm 29 (VU pp. 755–756)
Ascribe to God glory and strength.

1 Corinthians 12:12–31a
Now you are the body of Christ, and
each one a part of it.

Acts 8:14–17
Peter and John baptize the converts
in Samaria.

Luke 4:14–21
Jesus reads from Isaiah, “The Spirit
of the Lord is upon me.”

Luke 3:15–17, 21–22
Jesus is baptized by John.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
We mourn the loss of Parkdale
member Margaret June Coll
who died on November 12, 2012,
wife of beloved husband Allison
(2009) for 62 years, mother of
Catherine, Elizabeth Maddocks
(Roy ) and John (Deborah
James) and Nana of
grandchildren Anne (Greg
Verch), Emily and Julia
Maddocks and Simon Alexander
(Sandy) Coll.

Birthdays in
January
Our warmest
greetings to:

We mourn the loss of Geoffrey
Martin Colley who died
peacefully, surrounded by his
family, on November 21, 2012, at
the age of 81, from complications
due to cancer. Beloved husband
of Adeline. Loving father of
Geoffrey (Darlene), Douglas
(Deva Delanoe), Anne- Marie
(Bill Sparks), Lynda (Tim Jordan)
and step-father of Susan (Russ
Catt), Michael Bell (Sandra) and
Ian Bell (Lynda).
Remembering
Jean MacDonald
(April 1917 - July 2012)
Jean MacDonald, missionary to
Japan from 1951 to 1981,
representing the United Church
of Canada, passed away in
Vancouver in July 2012 at age
95.
In 1951, Miss MacDonald, a

If you would like your birthday to be
a secret, please let the office know
and we will leave you off the list.
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member of Parkdale, responded
to an invitation from the United
Church of Christ in Japan and
went out as a missionary under
the auspices of the Women's
Missionary Society of the United
Church of Canada. She worked
in Japan for over 30 years,
always maintaining her
relationship with Parkdale, and
often returning to worship with us
while on furlough. When Miss
MacDonald retired, Parkdale
decided to honour her through an
annual donation of $1,000. She
requested that the money be
used for Mission and Service,
preferably in the field of Christian
Education. The Mission,
Outreach and Justice Committee
has made donations from this
fund to various programs,
including the Scrivens Fund, and
provided six periodical
subscriptions to The Institute for
Theological Leadership &
Development (ITLD), a United
Church training program in
Jamaica and the Cayman
Islands, for over 10 years.
According to Miss MacDonald’s
obituary, which appeared in the
Vancouver Sun: “She spoke,
wrote and understood Japanese
fluently. At one point in her
career she was English
Executive Secretary to the first
international conference (The
World Conference on Christian
Education) held in Japan after
the war. A bible class Jean
formed in Machida, near Tokyo,

continues to this day.
Always full of life and adventure,
Jean experienced a mild stroke
at age 90. Following her own
motto: ‘to live above life's
challenges’, Jean continued to
travel (even to Europe and to visit
family and friends).”
Miss MacDonald touched
countless lives, including many
from the Parkdale family. Thanks
be to God for a life well lived.

Noah Woeller, son of Jessica
and David Woeller, was
baptised during the December
16 worship service. Noah’s
grandfather, Rev. Allan Lynk,
assisted Dr. Bailey in the
ceremony. Noah celebrated his
first birthday on December 20.
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The High Commissioner of Barbados to Canada, His
Excellency E. Evelyn Greaves, presented Rev. Dr. Bailey
with the 2012 Pride of Barbados Award, in recognition of his
work building international awareness of Barbados. This
award came from the Government of Barbados; a
congratulatory letter was also read, coming from Senator
Maxine McClean, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign
Trade.

Matt Baker, Chair of Parkdale's Council, presents Barbara
Faught with an oversized airline ticket folder, representing
the congregation's retirement gift to Barbara of two roundtrip airline tickets from Ottawa to South Africa. (One of
Barbara and Arnold's sons lives in South Africa.) More than
200 people attended the luncheon on December 9, which
celebrated Barbara's 10 years of service as our Minister of
Pastoral Care.
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were, and things that are, and
things that yet may be. But
which it is that he sees, even the
wisest cannot always tell. Do
you wish to look?" (excerpt
from J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord
of the Rings)

CALLING ALL
GRADE 7s AND UP:
Come share in an
adventure!!
An Adventure Exploring
Christian Themes in
Tolkien's The Lord of the
Rings

Are you a Tolkien fan? Did you
enjoy watching Peter Jackson's
movie interpretation of The
Lord of the Rings? Do you still
marvel at the determination of
Frodo as he journeyed his way
to Mount Doom to destroy the
One Ring? Do you still get a
thrill
watching
Gandalf as
he
challenges
the Balrog
in the
Mines of
Moria? If
so, and if
you are in
grade 7 or
up, or are
already a member of the Youth
Group, you may be interested in
joining a 3-week session on
Christian themes in The Lord of
the Rings. Using clips from the
movies, the book "Walking with
Frodo" (an insightful devotional
journey through the Lord of the

"Here is the Mirror of
Galadriel,' she said. 'I have
brought you here so that you
may look in, if you will....Many
things I can
command
the Mirror
to reveal,'
she
answered,
'and to
some I can
show what
they desire
to see. But
the Mirror
will also
show things unbidden, and
those are often stranger and
more profitable than things
which we wish to behold. What
you will see, if you leave the
Mirror free to work, I cannot
tell. For it shows things that
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Rings by Sarah Arthur), and the
Bible, we will be exploring a
number of key Christian themes
that emerge from this complex
and much loved story. We will
explore Light and Darkness
(Good and Evil), Pride and
Humility, Pity/Compassion and
Hate, Corruption and Integrity,
Betrayal and Loyalty, Deceit
and Honesty, Disunity and
Forgiveness, and time
permitting, several more
themes. Did you know that
Tolkien was a Christian?
Whether consciously or not, his
masterpiece novel, The Lord of
the Rings is infused with many
themes that will resonate with
Christians. Come join Tom

Grozinger for a fun-filled and
thought-provoking adventure as
we explore these themes
together.

To register: see fellow LoTR
enthusiast Melodee Lovering
or contact her at
melodeelovering63@yahoo.ca
Participants will receive a
complimentary copy of the
book, Walking With Frodo.
Time: Sunday, January 13, 20,
and 27 from 4:00-6:00pm

Location: Friendship
Lounge/Coffee Shop

Message from the Abu-Nasar Family in Hamilton
Happy New Year to all at Parkdale. My message is a
certificate of appreciation for all those who stood beside us
since the moment we arrived in Canada. Those who are still
with us we wish them a long life. And others who left us we
wish for them mercy forever. You taught us the meaning of
humanity, love and sacrifice. To you all our love ..thank you,
and I wish to all who
attend the prayers in
Parkdale United Church
happiness and health and
peace of mind.
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Parkdale Bookclub

COME ONE! COME ALL!
MARK THE DATE!
Potluck dinner and discussion of
“barriers and bridges”
JANUARY 13, 2013 - 5:00pm
Please join us for a time of food, fellowship and
conversation in order to honour the movement of the
Spirit among us over the past year, and to celebrate all
that God has done and is doing here at Parkdale. All
are welcome!
The potluck dinner will be served at 5:00 pm in Tape
Hall, followed by a discussion of 'barriers and bridges' at
Parkdale. Many of you will have participated in
enthusiastic discussions about these during your
Unbinding Your Heart experience. We don't want those
good ideas and suggestions to be forgotten so we are
compiling a summary of them for discussion and priority
-setting, with a view to continuing the positive
momentum!
While this evening may give some of you an opportunity
to reconnect with your small group members and
continue the discussion, we want to hear from everyone
at Parkdale!
Please come and help us get the New Year off on the
right foot! Help us celebrate our accomplishments and
bring your ideas for making Parkdale's life and building
more welcoming and hospitable!

January 13

Tender At the Bone: Growing up at
the Table by Gourmet’s last editor,
Ruth Reichl. A witty chronicle of her
cooking life. 1999.

February 10

Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close. Jonathan Safran Foer’s 2005
novel. “A sad story (of 9/11) so well
written it lightens the load.”.

March 24

Wolf Hall by multi-award winner Hilary
Mantel. Fictionalized biography of
Thomas Cromwell. 2009.

April 21

A Fine Balance, award-wining novel
by Rohinton Mistry. A saga of life in
Mumbai from 1975 to 1984, during the
turmoil of The Emergency. 1995.

May 26

Speaking My Truth: Reflections on
Reconciliation & Residential School
selected by Shelagh Rogers and
others from the Aboriginal Healing
Foundation’s Truth and Reconciliation
Series. 2012.

June 23

Elegance of the Hedgehog by French
author Muriel Barbery. A novel of life
in an upscale apartment building in
Paris. 2006.

All Welcome!
Meet in the Ladies Parlor after church on book club days
Bring a lunch

Remember : Everyone is welcome, including those who
did not experience the Unbinding your Heart initiative.
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thoroughly by all. The
excellent entertainment
continued with Dominic
D’Arcy- The Singing
Policeman, Newfie Two and
Friends, The Rose Trio and
Friends and A Chord East. We
are grateful to Patricia Moise
for her help in making
arrangements with these
groups.

IN FROM THE COLD
MINISTRY
The eleventh season of our In
From The Cold Ministry has
had a great beginning.
Number of Guests:
140 on November 10th
167 on November 17th
144 on November 24th
118 on December 1st,
126 on December 8th,
155 on December 15th

Our guests continue to enjoy
the craft table, the card and
picture making table, as well
as the book and magazine
table. The beverage and snack
table is as popular as ever.
Kitchen volunteers have
commented on the bright
cheerfulness of the freshly
painted kitchen. The guests
have expressed their
appreciation for the tantalizing
smells coming from the
kitchen and the delicious
meals prepared by the
competent volunteer teams.
We are grateful for three new
donated chafing dishes which
will be useful to keep food hot
and also for our new
dishwasher - which presented
a few challenges that have
now been resolved.

The first Saturday resembled
Old Home Week as we
welcomed old friends, both
guests and volunteers, and
also welcomed new guests and
volunteers. While we spent a
happy time together, we
observed a Moment of
Remembrance led by Ray, one
of our guests. We were also
led by Anthony to remember
in prayer certain sad situations
presented by our guests.
Before and during the meal,
everyone enjoyed the
rollicking music provided by
“The Fiddleheads”. On
November 17th, the music was
provided by “The Fumblin’
Fingers”. They have returned
several times and are enjoyed
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whose generosity helps us
continue to provide quality
meals: Bridgehead
Coffeehouses, Giant Tiger,
Harvest Loaf Bakery, Herb
and Spice, Morris Home
Hardware, Ottawa Bagel Shop
and Deli, The Real Canadian
Superstore, The Table
Vegetarian Restaurant,
Saslove’s Meat Market, Three
Bakers & A Bike Bakery and
Café and Trillium Bakery.

All volunteers - shoppers,
grocery pick-up, door opener, set
up, kitchen, guest registration,
volunteer check-in, beverages,
sandwiches/bread, servers (many
of whom come from various
community groups), security,
cleanup, laundry and shift
coordinators serve with
cheerfulness, keenness and
competency. Over 90 volunteers
including musicians work in
shifts each week. A key
volunteer almost every week is
Anthony whose sensitive,
calming, encouraging yet
enthusiastic manner is
appreciated by everyone.

The prayers, support and
generosity of the congregation
are also vital and extremely
helpful. TOGETHER we give
God thanks for the opportunity to
support and serve in this caring
Ministry.

We are so grateful to our faithful
local merchants and Food Bank,

Guests who attended the last In From the Cold dinner prior to the
Christmas break, each received a gift bag containing personal items
and food as they left. Some of "Santa's elves" are pictured above during
a "stuffing bee," held to fill the gift bags.
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Where are our
children and what are
they doing?

in their home.
They are both members
and regular attendees of
Trinity United Church,
Kitchener, where they were
married and Jackson was
baptised. Ian formerly sang
in their choir and would love
to return once life gets less
hectic! They both love
Trinity whose members and
clergy surround them with
the kind of love and support
that Ian grew up with at
Parkdale United Church.
Ian is the son of Doug and
Anne Rutherford and sister
to Jane.

Parkdale reunion for young
Ian Rutherford and his new
family, wife Shannon and
14 month old son Jackson.
Ian now lives in Kitchener
with dog Charlie. He
manages a Telus store in
the Festival Mall in Stratford
while Shannon, a music
graduate of Wilfrid Laurier
University teaches piano to
over 30 children at an
academy in Kitchener and

Kathleen Stephenson, Ian Rutherford with son Jackson and Shannon
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Perspectives from a
Newbie in the Choir Loft

the past 10 years Tom and I
have attended the “Come Sing
Messiah” concert at Dominion
Chalmers downtown as 2 of
about 700 singers who form
the choir (he in the Bass
section, me in Soprano). It’s
always the first Friday in
December and really gets us in
the Christmas spirit. It’s an
annual tradition for us!

I still consider myself to be a
“Choir Newbie” as it has only
been a couple of months since
I joined the Choir. I had
always planned to join the
Choir one day but somehow
other volunteer activities took
precedence: I taught Sunday
School for awhile
when my kids
were at that young
age, then helped
with Coffee Shop
when they joined
the Youth Group,
then chaired the
Finance
Committee when
there was a
vacancy. When the Choir was
losing members and having a
tough time this past Fall 2012 ,
I thought I would procrastinate
no longer. My husband Tom
also encouraged me to “try
out” for it.

I played the violin
as a teen and
piano later as an
adult, but only as
far as about Grade
3 or 4 with both
instruments, so
my music reading
skills are not
stellar! There are
a few strong sopranos to
mentor me so I follow their
lead! I found that the Choir
members and Troy welcomed
me warmly and accept that I
am a work in progress, and
learning on the job. I like how
the Choir is multi-generational
and also comprised of
different levels of talent and
experience.

I've always enjoyed singing
but never had any formal
training through voice lessons.
The only singing I’ve done is
in church and every year for
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I really enjoy the Thursday
evening practices as they are
informal and fun. It's different
being in the Sanctuary at night
time; only the Choir Loft is lit
with a warm, cozy light and
we are all nestled up there
looking out over the empty
pews imagining singing loud
enough to project our voices to
the back wall! Sopranos tease
Altos with feigned competitive
rivalry and vice
versa as we are
learning our
respective parts
of the piece. Troy
will often read
out an opening
prayer to focus us
on our true
purpose in
Christian
fellowship together and
praising God through song. I
find myself looking forward to
Thursday evening practices
now.

get myself there on time as I
have had a hard enough time
making 10:30 with two
teenagers at home! I like
“gowning” together
downstairs afterwards and
then joining with the ministers
in the hallway behind the choir
loft to pray in solidarity before
we head to our various
positions in the service.
I love most of all
singing the
hymns/anthems
which are really
like praises that
we are sending
up to God. The
lyrics are not
only very
spiritual and
poetic, but also
tell the Christian story. I still
get a bit nervous on Sunday
mornings before singing,
worried I will make a mistake
and sing out a loud wrong
note! But I’ve heard that God
accepts our musical worship
as an offering, imperfections
and all. So I imagine these
vibrational sound waves (if
they are indeed energy that
travels and never extinguishes)

We gather early Sunday
mornings at 9:45am in the
Sanctuary to practice our
pieces one last time with Troy
so they are fresh in our mind.
This is a challenge for me to
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flowing from the sanctuary out
into the wider cosmos and I
fervently hope our musical
prayer is received as music by
God’s own ears!

hope. I have never felt quite
so connected to the entire
Parkdale family as I do when
up there facing everyone as
the choir forms a circular link
with the pews in the
sanctuary. It’s definitely a
different perspective and I am
glad for the gift of having
these new experiences to be
ever aware of the presence of
God in our midst.

Sometimes while sitting up in
the loft and looking out over
the Parkdale flock, I get a
micro-cosmic sense of what
God must see and feel by
looking out lovingly over all
the world’s children. I see
people enter the sanctuary and
take their place bringing all
their joys, pains and burdens
of the week here. I sense a
multitude of different
emotions assembled here in
everyone. Sometimes I just
pray silently for God to reach
out and touch a person or two
to bring them healing and

We are always looking for
new members to add their
voices and enthusiasm to the
musical worship at Parkdale.
If you want to try something
new for your 2013 New
Year’s resolution, come out to
one of our practices Thursdays
at 7:30 pm in the Choir Loft!
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Cake:
1½ cup
2 extra lg
½ cup
1½-2 cups
6 Tbsp
1¾ cups
1½ teas
¼ teas
1 teas

RECIPE

My ancestors

Chocolate with Beet Cake

By Vita Savelieva

Icing:
2 Tbsp shortening
1 Tbsp butter
4 Tbsp cocoa
2 cups icing sugar
1/8 teas salt
5 Tbsp hot water

granular sugar
eggs
oil
shredded raw beet
cocoa
all purpose flour
baking soda
salt
vanilla

Cake: Combine sugar & eggs. Add oil & beets – mix. Stir in
cocoa, flour, soda, salt & vanilla. Beat 2 min. on medium,
scraping down sides of bowl. Pour into 9x9 buttered pan. Bake at
350 degrees 45-50 min. Test with toothpick – cool on rack.
Icing: Cream butter, shortening & cocoa. Add icing sugar, salt &
hot water. Beat ‘til smooth.
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On January 2012, for Images and
Stories night, I made a presentation
on “My life journey. Part 1. Soviet
Union”. The presentation was made
as a real journey with stops,
covering certain periods of my life.
This is the preface, called “My
ancestors.”
My grandfather from mother’s side
was a rich merchant. He had 3
daughters and one son, George. My
grandfather and 15-year-old George
were killed by Bolsheviks. As many
others, they were killed while trying
to escape through Crimea.
My father’s family was not as rich
as a merchant’s, but they belonged
to a noble class called Dvoryanye.
My paternal grandfather and his
brother were both engineers of the
railway. My grandfather was a chief
of the railway in Ukraine.
Bolsheviks accepted this kind of
specialists, and he was given a high
position in Soviet
railways, became
an academic,
general of
railways, and was
given the highest
in Soviet Union
awards. The fate
of his brother,
was very
different. When
the revolution

happened in St. Petersburg, Evgeny
Sokovich fought for the
independence of Ukraine against
Bolshevik Russia. He became a
government member of the first
Ukrainian Democratic Republic,
proclaimed in 1918. After the fall of
the Ukrainian Democratic Republic
in 1920, Evgeny Sokovich
immigrated to Switzerland and
became a representative of the
Ukrainian “Government in Exile” in
Geneva. He died and was buried in
Prague.
The last, a very romantic story... My
mother, as a daughter of an “Enemy
of the State”, was allowed neither
work nor study without a reference
about her loyalty and ability to work
for the Soviet Republic. To get that
she was hired by my father’s family
as a housekeeper. The two young
people fell in love with each other
and got married. The entire family
lived in a house built by my grandgrandparents in the large city of
Kharkov in Ukraine. My mother
gave a birth to two children: Vova
(my brother) – in 1932 and me – in
1938.

Letters to God

BARBARA’S RETIREMENT

By Vita Savelieva
Probably I started these letters in childhood. They were not real letters,
just virtual, and I did not know who they were addressed to. Now I have
a virtual mailbox and I store them there. Even now I cannot determine
who is the addressee. God for me is something huge, and probably I
address those letters to somebody from His Hierarchy (or Spirit?). I call
this spirit My Supervisor or My Guardian Angel. I believe that He is
responsible for me before God. Below is one of my letters, inspired by
the Book of Job.
October 19,.2010
Dear God!
Since I have realized that you exist, I feel like in a business trip,
participating in experiments designed by you. I am trying hard to
understand and to do what you want me to do. Morning – night; again
morning; again – night. Mondays, Fridays, sometimes – Sundays.
Springs – Autumns… Crushes and Beginnings. Exciting, but it’s
already hard to breathe. Let me rest please! Oh, I know what you mean.
No, not yet please. I am ready for more experiments. I’ve realized
already that I am stopping running and wanting to talk to you just when
I am not having an easy time and suffering. I know, I need to thank you
for organizing this suffering. Last time I wrote you a letter with my
thoughts about suffering, and the question had risen:
“Where is the mental energy we are using in order to exist
coming from? From suffering?”
Really, everybody knows how much energy we are giving
away while suffering. So, we might
be using this energy?! Oh! There
could be another way of giving away
energy: the Love! Are you telling me
if we are giving away just Love, we
shouldn’t suffer then?
Thank you, God!
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THREE COINS IN A FOUNTAIN

potatoes, ham, pies, fruitcake,
cheesecake, puddings and all
the other stuff lying around?
Namby: So , you and your
wife have been eating turkey
everyday?
Pamby: Yes, we turkied it
with turkey pie, turkey soup,
turkey sandwiches, turkey
casserole. We were hoping
that preparing it differently
would help us to forget that it
was the same old turkey. Our
oldest daughter has a wicked
sense of humour; we heard her
whispering to her siblings that
mum and Dad were the new
turkeys on the block.
Namby: At least she didn’t
call you so face to face.
Pamby: Thank you for your
sympathy! Obviously, you
think that we are turkeys as
well, but you are applauding
her for not saying it openly.
Namby: You didn’t look like a
turkey before Christmas and I
haven’t noticed any birdlike
qualities in you this year.
Pamby: I just hope that they
haven’t spread the word to
their friends, like saying
“Guess what, my parents are
weird, they’ve been eating
leftover turkey since

As usual, Namby and

Pamby are awaiting their first
bus ride to work in the New
Year when they begin one of
their inevitable, wide-ranging
and unpredictable
conversations.
Namby: Good morning,
Pamby.
Pamby: And Good morning to
you, Namby. Hey, how come
you didn’t wish me a Happy
New Year?
Namby: Do you mean that you
have been eating leftover
turkey all that time?
Pamby: Yes, all our children
announced that they had
become vegetarians just before
Christmas, but my wife told
me to go ahead and buy the
twenty pound bird which we
usually have; we hoped that
they would have changed their
minds when they saw it fresh
and brown from the oven, but
not one of them budged.
Namby: But didn’t you have
guests for Christmas ?
Pamby :Yes, but how much
can guests eat when there is
cranberry sauce, all kinds of
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Christmas
And keep on hoping to forget
that they are.
Namby: Guess you have long
hopes and have been hoping
for long.
Pamby: Funny! Funny! But
what’s so wrong with Hope?
Namby: I never said that there
was anything wrong with it. It
comes in handy when you
throw a coin in the water. You
throw it in and hope for the
best of your wishes.
Pamby: But why is it that we
don’t throw the really valuable
stuff? I have a friend who
never could be convinced to
throw more than a penny. Old
cheapskate!
Namby: Maybe the penny was
as much hope as he had.
Pamby: Hey, that’s another
way of looking at it. Like my
basketball team at school
which could only hope to win
the championship if the other
teams played on one leg or
forgot to shoot.
Namby: There you go being
negative again. Perhaps
sometimes a little hope is all
that’s needed.
Pamby: Okay, okay. You are
making me think back to my

Sunday school days; yes, the
teacher would talk about this
hope thing and mix it up with
the story of a grain of mustard
seed and something religious
types call faith. Strange, I’d
never thought of connecting
mustard with anything more
serious than hot dogs,
hamburgers and ketchup.
Namby: You never cease to
amaze me. We’ve gone from
leftover turkey to coins,
fountains, hope, mustard,
ketchup, hotdogs, hamburgers
and faith.
Pamby: Wait a minute! I’m
not the first to mix up stuff.
Isn’t that what you do when
you’re trying out a recipe?
Namby: Don’t go there! I’ve
heard the word recipe enough
for Christmas. Turkey dinner
recipe, the best dessert recipe,
best recipe for snacks!! I’ve
had them right up to my ears.
Pamby: So what’s happened?
Are we going to see a new
Namby for the new year? I
remember the old Namby who
recommended a recipe to me,
not only for food, but for
everything? I’m still reading
“The seven best habits of
successful people” and “ Five
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The Bible tells me so!
Namby: Of course, that’s it.
Quite heavy stuff to throw into
a fountain!

tips for Computer dummies”.
Namby: Well, at least that’s
serious stuff and not just
another excuse to cater to your
stomach.
Pamby: That’s what I was
going to tell you about hope
and faith. One of the visitors
to our house during the
holidays said that she came
across them in a song which
talked about being successful,
so I thought that it was
something that might interest
you.

Copyright @John Harewood
05.12.12

Namby: So, that’s the kind of
recipe you’re talking about?
What have they got to do with a
song?
Pamby: Do you mean to tell me
that you’ve never heard a recipe
in a song?
Namby: Yes, a long time ago,
but I don’t want to date myself.
And the one I heard had another
part to what you call the recipe.
Pamby: I wonder whether it was
the one our Christmas guest
talked about and even sang.
Namby: Did it have a jazzy tune?
Pamby: Yes. The verse which
stuck in my mind was

Faith, Hope and Charity
That’s the way to live
successfully
How do I know?
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COUNCIL REPORT — NOVEMBER 2012
during its preliminary review, and
that the information better supports
the recommendation. Discussion
covered the question of whether
preaching is a requirement, the
number of hours required to carry
out the duties of the job description,
and the impact of the increased
number of hours on the financial
situation. Council was reminded
that preaching is a requirement of
the current job description and that
the JNAC report reflects Parkdale’s
pastoral care needs as expressed by
the congregation through
questionnaire returns and meetings
with various committees, as well as
those noted by Ministerial staff.

REPORT TO THE MESSENGER
- COUNCIL MEETING
November 27, 2012

Sunday School 2012
Christmas Pageant
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The Chair, Matthew Baker, led our
opening devotion in Anthony’s
absence and asked Council members
to share their impressions of their
recent experience with Unbinding
Your Heart. A number of members
shared their experiences and
mentioned their initial apprehension
but their growing appreciation of a
personal prayer discipline,
relationships with prayer partners
and other small group members,
gratitude for conversations about
faith, and learning to pray. Others
commented about how the
Unbinding experience had given
them confidence to open the door to
conversations about faith issues and
the wonderful assurance of
confidentiality of small group
discussions, where personal issues
frequently surface. It was suggested
that the Unbinding experience has
had some effect on helping Parkdale
build a more hospitable environment
and that testimonies should continue.
The Chair welcomed Joint Needs
Assessment Committee (JNAC)
representatives, Rev. Isobel Black,
Susan Yearwood, Richard
Yearwood, and Liz Harrison (JNAC
chair). Liz invited questions and
comments and a discussion ensued.
In general, Council members thought
that the revised final report addresses
the concerns expressed by Council

Council passed the motion for
adoption of the JNAC Report and its
recommendations that: 1) a vacancy
be declared for the Minister of
Pastoral Care position and 2) an
increase in 10 hours per week be
granted to this position (from 20 to
30 hours per week) and asked that
Liz extend the thanks of Council to
JNAC members. It was determined
that a congregational meeting would
be held immediately following the
morning service on December 16,
2012.
Peter Meerburg provided
information on his recruitment
efforts for a Search Committee.
Names will be put forward to the
congregation for approval on
December 16 and nominations from
the floor will be accepted. To date,
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potential candidates include John
Butcher, Jacques Dicaire, Christy
Vodden, Blaine Pauling, Betty Hope
-Gittens, and Mary McLeod.
Presbytery will also identify two
representatives.
With respect to current
correspondence, Matt read a letter
from Presbytery in response to
Parkdale’rs request that Barbara
Faught and her family be allowed to
continue participation in life at
Parkdale after Barbara’s retirement
on December 31, 2012. Presbytery
has agreed to our request, on the
condition that, when a Minister of
Pastoral Care has been hired,
Barbara not participate in the
Pastoral Care Committee, not
provide pulpit supply, nor conduct
funerals at Parkdale. Matt also
conveyed the highlights of a letter he
received that expressed concern
about the continued viability of the
bazaar, given our diminishing
volunteer base and whether it and
other ‘traditional’ events will fit into
the emerging vision for Parkdale.
This letter engendered some
discussion about the need to express
appreciation more consistently and,
as Council, to be mindful of the need
to reach out and express gratitude for
volunteer effort. The discussion also
raised questions about fund-raising
efforts more generally, the merging
of fund-raising and stewardship
objectives, and the potential need for
a fund-raising committee or a plan
for more strategic thinking with
respect to fund-raising.

The Annual General Meeting will be
held on February 24, 2013 and input
to the 2012 Annual Report from
Committee chairs is to be provided
to the office administrator by
January 14, 2013. Peter Meerburg
reported on nominations for 2013
Council and noted two significant
positions to be filled: Treasurer and
Vice-Chair of Council. Congregation
members are encouraged to think
about potential candidates for these
positions and make Peter aware of
these, as well as to think about
succession planning and about who
might fill important leadership roles
in future.
As it does at all its meetings,
Council also received written reports
from Committees as well as from
staff.

Chair, Don Macpherson. Special
appreciation was expressed to
Barbara and she was presented with
best wishes and a bouquet in
recognition of her impending
retirement.

Given Gifts Workshop in the
Spring; a strategy for increasing
financial givings; and a strategy/
policy for greener ways of dealing
with recyclables.

The Worship Committee reported
discussions on a wide range of
issues, including the next steps in
the Worship Arts Vision,
clarification of Worship
Committee roles, Ushering and
budgets, and the December 2nd
Open Doors event. The
Committee continues to look for
lead ushers, who would coordinate
ushers for one month at a time. If
this is an area where you think
your talents could be used, please
contact David Odumodu.

Finance Committee reported that
our financial situation appears to be
better than in past years, with a
$15K deficit as of the end of October
2012; the rental income from
parking space has been very helpful.

The Christian Education
Committee reported on a decision
to no longer hold Camp Awesome
at Parkdale because the curriculum
is not responsive to Parkdale’s
needs for ministry to children and
young families. Planning has
begun for a possible church family
camp in late June 2013. A positive
response on the part of youth to
their Unbinding Your Heart
experience was reported; further
initiatives are in the planning
stages.

The Pastoral Care Team
reported on the Special
Communion Service held on
October 14, 2012 after which
Barbara was presented with a dove
lapel pin and a ‘dish garden’ on
behalf of the seniors. The team’s
November meeting was postponed
until December 10 and they
enjoyed a delicious potluck lunch
hosted by Kathryn Meerburg,
where they recognized Barbara’s
looming retirement, and
assembled cookie plates for our
seniors, all of whom will be visited
before Christmas.

The Ministry and Personnel
Committee reported that staff
interviews were completed in
October and that matters raised by
staff pertaining to various
committees had been passed on to
Committee chairs. A Staff
Appreciation dinner was held on
November 9, 2012, and was
thoroughly enjoyed by all. Words of
appreciation of staff were offered by
Council Chair, Matt Baker and M&P
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The Communications Committee
reported that, after many years,
John Butcher has stepped down as
a proof reader for The Messenger
and thanked John for his many
years of faithful service. Jaylyn
Wong has generously agreed to
help Elise Mennie with this
important task. The Committee
extended a warm welcome to two
new Committee members: Heidi
Vincent and Chris Hinds, both of
whom work in the
Communications field and will
bring welcome experience to the
Committee. With respect to
advertising, the Committee has

The Stewardship Committee
reported an upcoming meeting on
November 28, with agenda items
to include planning for a Spirit-
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decided to continue advertising
Christmas and Easter services in
The Citizen, but to discontinue
advertising in EMC, realizing a
savings of $600 per year. Instead,
the focus will shift to improving
Parkdale’s temporary outdoor
signage, through the use of banners
and inserts for our A-frame stands.
Work has begun on the
reorganization and update of the
website, with anticipated
completion in Spring 2013.

had been at church at least once
since September! Thanks be to
God! Preparations for the
December 16 pageant were
underway at the time of writing.
The Unbinding Your Heart
experience for youth and twentysomethings was very well
received. Special thanks to those
who gave of their time and talent
to lead these groups: Julee and
Blaine Pauling and Lauren
Barbour and Camille Beaufort.
The youth served soup to a hungry
crowd on October 14 and sent
$100 to UNICEF. Profits from the
Coffee Shop in November and
December will go to World Vision.
Toys were collected for Toy
Mountain. In the new year,
possibilities for youth are in the
works, including a series with
video clips based on Lord of the
Rings and its theological
implications. Youth yoga,
cooking, and leadership
development are all possibilities.
Two workshops: Godly Play in
June and Small Group Facilitation
in September were sponsored.
Three people have expressed an
interest in the Princeton Youth
Ministry Forum in 2013. With
respect to the proposed family
camping weekend, Gracefield has
indicated that they would be able
to accommodate us on June 21-23,
2013. A Kids and Karols event is
planned for December 15,
2012.The family Christmas Eve

The Mission, Outreach and
Social Justice Committee
reminded us that MOJ Committee
members had offered to work with
the Singles Group to provide food
for the Advent lunch, including a
variety of dishes from the various
cultures represented at Parkdale.
In addition, it was noted that Dave
Smith, of Nate’s fame, had offered
to provide meatballs for this event.
We can now report that the
December 2nd Open Doors/Advent
lunch was a huge success and we
extend our thanks to all who
contributed! We were also
reminded of the upcoming Images
and Stories event: Bob Harrison’s
presentation on his trek to Mount
Everest’s base camp, which is
reported on elsewhere in this issue.
Melodee again reported an
overflowing Sunday school, noting
that she could directly account for
104 children that she knew for sure
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participating in theme-based worship
services, the congregation was blessed to
hear wonderful testimonies from small
group participants: including a riveting
testimony from Barry Hobin, a moving
testimony by teenager Josée Méla; a
powerful testimony of hurt, pain and
reconciliation from Wendy Bailey; Scott
Andrew’s incredible testimony of
coming to faith and being baptized as an
adult after not having been raised in a
Christian family, Seyi Malcolm’s
experience of coming to Parkdale from
another church tradition, remarking on
the incredible welcome and support she
and her family received, Alex
Stockwell’s witness to the rekindled
prayer life and comfort in being open to
sharing faith at work, as well as
celebrating the new practice of
beginning choir rehearsals with prayer,
and finally Don Macpherson’s testimony
of moving from joining the group
apprehensively only to discover deep
blessings from prayer and deep faith
conversations.

service will be held again this year at
5:00pm. A blitz to ensure that all
volunteers working with children
and youth have an up to date police
check is underway..
Anthony expressed his gratitude to
Council for its support of the
Unbinding Your Heart initiative- a
wonderful example of the Council of
Elders living into its responsibility
for supporting the spiritual life of the
congregation and “exercising
spiritual oversight”. He noted that
much of his time over the last couple
of months has been taken up with the
planning and shepherding of the
whole initiative, along with an
absolutely wonderful coordinating
team.
To provide a brief overview of what
happened, starting in mid-October,
almost 140 members and leaders of
the small groups met weekly,
followed a daily prayer journal
routine and connected with their
prayer partners during the week. All
of the small groups reported
encouraging stories of deepening
faith, closer relationships and, for
some, growing confidence in
articulating what they believe. Some
also found they were learning how to
ask deeper questions about life and
faith and felt emboldened to share
their faith humbly with family,
friends and co-workers. Some have
felt empowered to invite friends,
colleagues and/or neighbours to
worship at Parkdale. We praise God
for this. On Sundays, in addition to

This experience has also begun to
transform the way in which the Parkdale
congregation relates to one another, in
terms of spending time together and
speaking with people some have never
engaged with before despite seeing them
at church for years. The next step is the
privilege and challenge of keeping the
momentum going, encouraging a vibrant
prayer life, providing more small-group
deep sharing opportunities, supporting
people in the sharing of their faith and
inviting others to worship at Parkdale,
and getting involved in outreach and
justice work.
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Report of Congregational Meeting
Report of Congregational
Meeting
December 16, 2012

The Report and its
recommendations were received
and approved.

A congregational meeting was
held after service on December
16 , 2012 to review the
recommendations of the Joint
Needs Assessment Committee
(JNAC). Council Chair Matthew
Baker introduced the Reverend
Isobel Black, Presbytery
representative on the JNAC and
Liz Harrison, Chair of the JNAC.
Reverend Black explained that
the purpose of the meeting was
to review and approve the JNAC
Report and its recommendations.
Liz provided an overview of the
joint needs assessment process,
thanked Barbara Faught and her
family for Barbara’s contribution
to Parkdale, and informed the
congregation that on the basis of
the needs identified through the
Joint Needs Assessment, it is
recommended that:

A motion of thanks to the JNAC
members was also approved.
Members of a Search Committee
were proposed as follows: John
Butcher, Jacques Dicaire, Blaine
Pauling, Christy Vodden, Mary
McLeod, Betty Hope-Gittens.
Presbytery representatives remain
to be identified. There being no
nominations for additional
members from the floor, the
Search Committee was approved
as proposed.
A budget of $2500 was proposed
to cover the cost of the Search
Committee. Further to a question
from the floor, it was clarified
that this amount would only be
used if required; the amount
approved is therefore ‘up to‘
$2500.

- A vacancy be declared for
the Minister of Pastoral
Care position

Friday Night
“Images and Stories”
CONQUERING
EVEREST’S BASE
CAMP
Bob Harrison is living and walking
proof that Shakespeare was and is
right when, in Macbeth, he made
Duncan declare that “there is no art
to find the mind’s construction in the
face”.

Admittedly, Bob is much above
average height, slim ,fit-looking and
has been a jogger for years. He had
also built an impressive profile in
exotic ventures, having dared the
Grand Canyon and explored the
West Trail (each an eight-day grind),
scaled the Andes and biked through
the Alps. But now in his seventies,
why would he want to add Everest’s
Base Camp, at an altitude of 17,354
ft, to his already unusual resume,
especially when the average age of
his fellow-adventurers would be 28?

It’s true that by merely looking at
me, you can’t determine what I
would or would not do no more than
I, by just looking at you, can
determine what you would or would
not do. And certainly not one of the
forty-three of us who attended Bob’s
presentation on November 30 would
have thought, by a mere glance at
him, that he would have attempted
the adventure about which he spoke
so knowledgeably and passionately
that evening.

Bob answered the question from the
outset by stating that he liked to test
himself, his spirit,
and himself,
against nature. He
likes to take the
road less
travelled.

- An increase of 10 hours
per week be granted to
this position (from 20 to
30 hours per week)

With that
revelation and the
assistance of his
wife Arlene on

37

38

equipment including his red backpack, digital camera, books,
beverage and waste bottle, and
walking stick. Vitamins were
indispensable but a $6000 insurance
policy mandatory in case of an
emergency when the affected
individual would have to be flown
out.

Powerpoint, he took us along with
him, step by step, on his road less
travelled, which he characterized as
a trek —an arduous walk—word
which he explained had been
borrowed from the Boers and
entered English in 1853.
Bob is also an educator, (teaching
stints in Africa and China are part of
his history), so throughout the
presentation he would treat us with
tidbits like that—together with
meticulous details which any hidden
daredevil among us, inspired by his
example, might certainly put to good
future use.

An appropriately cold evening had
already set us in the mood and when
a map of Nepal with its variegated
landscape and the campsites
appeared on the screen, we knew
that we were on our way. Bob also
took the opportunity to introduce us
to his friend Puri, an
architect who was
using his talents to
help his people. As
well, a Rotarian
himself, he was happy
to talk about the work
of the Rotarians in the
area.
But the coldwrenching and
precarious challenge
for him and his
international trekking companions
from England, Australia, America
and Canada among others, was to
cover the forty kilometers to Gorak
Shep, the final destination, tread a
delicate path across nine bridges
over the same river, wrestle with the
perpetually-possible ordeal of
sudden altitude sickness or the loss
of the desire for food when eating
was especially crucial and the

Next, he emphasized that the most
important part of the planning
process for this particular trek was
preparation.
From May to October last year, he
had trained here in Ottawa on similar
terrain to familiarize himself with
the one he would encounter on the
trek. On display for us was his
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battling with constant fatigue. He
reminded us that neither extensive
training nor even superior physical
conditioning was a guarantee that
one would be able to cope with the
altitude.

On his way up, two memorable
sights cheered him on, one of the Sir
Edmund Hillary Village built for the
Sherpas and the other of a couple
who became engaged. Romance
obviously knows no bounds.

Danger zones to watch for were
landslides and the sites of Monjoy at
9,348 ft and Namche Bazaar at 11,
152ft —potential turning points. If
there were a winning formula, it
would be the strict daily regimen
which he followed of rising at 5:30
a.m., having breakfast at 7 a.m.,
leaving the particular campsite by 8
a.m, going to bed by 7:15 p.m.,
sipping hot water constantly and
drinking soup with garlic.

A welcoming party greeted him at
Ottawa’s International airport on his
return with champagne, perhaps thus
ensuring that he will be properly
energized for his next trek...
...when he plans to make
Kilimanjaro his next victim.

Next Friday Night
“Images and Stories”

While the yak was the beast of
burden in that environment, Bob
pointed out that it was the Sherpas
who were indispensable — welltrained and organized in three groups
as guides (Arlene demonstrated how
one once taught her how to walk to
preserve energy), carriers of tables,
chairs and rescuers. Their physically
demanding and exhausting role
usually forced them into retirement
between forty and forty-two; their
overall life expectancy was a mere
sixty.

Friday, January
25th, 2013 at
7:00 PM
"Walking in the Footsteps of
Jesus - a Biblical/historical tour of
Israel"
Join us in the Ladies Parlour and
be transported into the
memorable experiences of Tom
Grozinger's images and journeys
of the historical Israel and the
places where Jesus walked.
Following this we can chat with
Tom and friends and
enjoy some
refreshments.

He achieved his dream by the ninth
day, but one is left wondering which
brought him greater satisfaction, the
conquest of the basecamp ,thirteen
days away from Everest’s peak or
convincing his much younger fellow
-trekkers that he had the stamina and
will to keep pace with them.
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2013
Canadian Centennial Choir
Wild Berry Fundraiser
Frozen wild blueberries
from Nova Scotia
(2 kg. bag for $19, 12 cups)
Frozen raspberries
from Chile
(2.5 kg. bag for $28, 24 cups)
Frozen cranberries
from Maine
(2 kg. bag for $14, 17 cups)
Cookbooks: blueberry, cranberry, raspberry
($11 each)
Order deadline and payment due date is
January 27, 2013
Cheques to be made out to Valerie Hum
Pickup is Saturday, Feb. 23, 2013
St. Basil’s Catholic church parking lot
9:30 -11 am
Northeast side of Maitland at the Queensway
Val Hum
613 728-8830
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The Search Is On
The search to recruit a successor to
Barbara Faught for the position of
Minister of Pastoral Care is now
officially underway.
During a congregational meeting held
following the December 16 worship service, the report and
recommendations of the Joint Needs Assessment Committee (JNAC) were
approved, and nominations for the Joint Search Committee (JSC) were
received and approved. The JSC’s formal organizational meeting will be held
in early January, although some of the preliminary background work has
already started.
The members of the JSC are John Butcher, Jacques
Dicaire, Betty Hope-Gittens, Mary McLeod, Blaine
Pauling, and Christy Vodden. The Ottawa
Presbytery of the United Church will also appoint
two members to the committee. The committee
will advertise the vacancy and invite applicants for
the pastoral care job, and subsequently evaluate
and interview applicants. As the final step in the
process, a recommendation will be made to the
congregation.
The report of the needs assessment committee - which is posted on
Parkdale’s website - recommended that the terms and conditions of the
new pastoral care position be based on a 30-hour work week, compared
with a previous 20-hour week. The need for
the additional hours acknowledges the
increased complexity and workload of the job
during the past 10 years while Barbara Faught
occupied the position.
During the coming weeks, while the search
process is underway, Dr. Bailey and Melodee
Lovering, supported by our excellent Pastoral
Care Team, will handle pastoral care needs.
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WORSHIPLUDE
Feb . 1 – 3, 2013
Saturday, Feb. 2nd @
Dominion-Chalmers UC

working to create a new
relationship with Aboriginal
peoples that starts in
confession for past wrongs
and, it is the church's hope,
ends in the shared joy of
walking together in a healed
and renewed creation." (from
The United Church of Canada
Brief to the Royal Commission
on Aboriginal Peoples,
November 1993. More
information at http://unitedchurch.ca/aboriginal/schools/)
The following describes the
events leading to our working
group’s formation and our
beginning efforts to learn
about Aboriginal peoples in
Canada.
In September 2011, Parkdale
invited James Bartleman, past
Lieutenant Governor General
of Ontario and an Ojibwa, as a
speaker on the occasion of
Parkdale’s 80th Anniversary.
Mr. Bartleman spoke of his
own childhood, his passion for
Aboriginal children and the
despair he encountered among
those living in northern
Ontario communities. He
explained the multigenerational impact of Indian
residential schools, where

Living into right
relations…
by Elise Mennie

Please submit your
host registration
forms SOON!

Ottawa Presbytery
Youth and Young
Adult Committee
wishes everyone a
blessed, Christ-filled
Christmas!!!


For information on our
PRESBYTERY
YOUNG ADULT
GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP
VISIT TO ZAMBIA
in May 2013
contact your YAYA minister.
APPLICATIONS DUE NOW!


For more information on Youth & Young Adult Ministry
Programs in Ottawa Presbytery, contact your YAYA minister,
Rev. Hilary Merritt: hmerritt@uccanottawa.org or 613-2245318 ext. 17 or visit http://www.uccanottawa.org and click
on Youth and Young Adults
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A new working group called
“Living into Right Relations”
was formed last summer from
Parkdale’s Mission, Outreach
and Justice Committee. We
are following the call of the
United Church of Canada to
build right relations with
Aboriginal peoples, in light of
our denomination’s past
involvement with Indian
residential schools, its
apology to First Nations
peoples and its commitment to
working towards
reconciliation.
"The United Church of
Canada is committed to
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many parents and
grandparents of today’s
children suffered abuse, and
lost their language, culture
and ability to nurture their
children. Asked what we
could do, Mr. Bartleman said
we could educate ourselves
about Aboriginal cultures,
support healing initiatives and
make connections with
Aboriginal peoples in our own
community and region.

to give children good
academic skills as well as
encouraging pride in their
heritage through traditional
teachings.
Out of this visit came the
realization that Parkdale
needed a specific sub-group to
work on Aboriginal issues. It
had its first meetings in July
and September; I was chosen
as chair and the group decided
to focus first on sharing
information and resources
about Aboriginal culture and
issues.

In April 2012, Ottawa
Presbytery organized a visit to
Kitigan Zibi, the Algonquin
reserve in Maniwaki on the
invitation of chief Gilbert
Whiteduck. A group of about
sixty people, including five
members of Parkdale’s
Mission, Outreach and Justice
Committee, was given a tour
of the community. Leaders
proudly guided us through
their beautiful cultural centre,
which featured historical and
spiritual artifacts, and their
primary school, where the
aboriginal teaching staff aims

In October 2012, I attended
the Covenant Chain Link
conference organised by
Kairos (the ecumenical social
justice organization) to “build
bridges of understanding
between Aboriginal and nonAboriginal peoples through
respectful relationships”. It
was a heart-opening
experience. I was touched to
hear Francine Lemay, sister of
Corporal Marcel Lemay who
was killed during the Oka
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Though Indian residential
schools are a thing of the past,
she told us that large numbers
of children are still being
removed from their
communities today. It is
estimated that the number of
Aboriginal children on
reserves who are removed
from their families by child
welfare services and put into
foster care is three times the
number of children who were
sent away at the height of the
residential school era. Because
child welfare services on
reserves are funded
substantially less per child
than elsewhere in Canada,
there are fewer resources to
work with families in need.

crisis in 1990, tell about her
reconciliation with the
Mohawk of Kanesatake. Three
Aboriginal elders spoke on the
theme of respect and
relationship: Albert Dumont,
an Algonquin from Kitigan
Zibi; Lois McCallum, a Métis
from Manitoba; and Simona
Arnatsiaq, an Inuit residential
school survivor now living in
Ottawa. Discussing the vision
of a different Canada open to
change, the participants came
up with these ideas for action:
to push for mandatory school
curriculum about the history
of First Nations, Métis and
Inuit; to support efforts to
revitalize Aboriginal cultures
and to push for a national
monument in Ottawa that
would recognize the children
who died in residential
schools.

As a result of this, First
Nations Child and Family
Caring Society and the
Assembly of First Nations
filed a complaint with the
Human Rights Commission
against the Government of
Canada for discriminating
against First Nations children
on reserves by providing them
with less child welfare funding

In November 2012, some
group members attended a
talk by Cindy Blackstock, a
passionate advocate for
Aboriginal children and the
Executive Director of the First
Nations Child and Family
Caring Society. She spoke at
an event organised at
Barrhaven United Church.
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than other children in Canada.
Cindy invited her audience to “be
a witness” and follow the
proceedings of the trial in
February 2013. (See http://
www.fncaringsociety.com/
fnwitness/)

schools and how we might work
towards reconciliation. “Project
of Heart” would involve a series
of workshops where participants
can learn about a specific
residential school, honour the
children who died there and
connect with local elders and
Aboriginal justice initiatives.
This series might take place in
May, 2013, after the Lenten
series.

Cindy Blackstock also told the
inspiring story of thousands of
children from across Canada who
supported “Shannon’s Dream” –
the campaign of 11-year-old
Shannon for a school in
Attawapiskat. These children
followed the legal proceedings
for equal funding of reserve
schools and wrote thoughtful
letters to the Prime Minister
asking why all children are not
getting equal schooling. The
school at Attawapiskat is now
finally being built…and
Aboriginal education is on the
government’s agenda.

EDITORIAL BOARD

Related to the residential schools
issue, Canada’s Truth and
Reconciliation Commission is
holding a public event in
Montreal on April 24-27, 2013,
and is inviting non-Aboriginal
people to attend and show their
solidarity. Ottawa Presbytery’s
“Living into Right Relations”
group is planning an educational
event in Ottawa in preparation
for this. Watch for more news in
the Messenger…

Our Parkdale group met again in
November, 2012 and discussed a
possible project for the
congregation to learn more about
the legacy of Indian residential

Editors this issue: Danica Rogers
Proofreader: Elise Mennie
Contributors: Valerie Hum,
Peter Meerburg, Tom Grozinger,
Valerie Hindle, Kim Vidal, John
Harewood, Ellen Andrews and
you???
Call (613) 728-8656 to volunteer.
The Parkdale Messenger is
published at Parkdale United Church
on the last Sunday of each month
and includes a
calendar of events and activities for
the following month. We
appreciate any submissions to the
Parkdale Messenger. We reserve the
right to edit, condense or reject
submissions, but will try to find
space for all.
Next issue: February 2013. Editor
next issue: Julee and Blaine

Pauling,
Please submit articles and materials
to pdale@trytel.com or the church
office

by January 17.
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