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EDITORIAL BOARD 

Editor this issue: Danica Rogers 
Proofreader: Jaylyn Wong 

 
Contributors: Anthony Bailey, Pe-

ter Meerburg, Faye Beaufort,  Hazel 

Bowen, Val Hum, Jono Hamer-
Wilson, Helen Hayes,  

 
Many thanks and keep those 

contributions coming!! 
 

We are always looking for new 

ideas, volunteers and submis-
sions. We reserve the right to edit, 

condense or reject submissions, but 
will try to find space for all. 

 

Next issue: February 2017  
Editor next issue: Elise Mennie 

 
Send submissions to:  
messenger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

or the church office by Jan. 15th 

IMPORTANT: When submitting photos to the Messenger, please ensure you 

have asked permission of the individuals if their faces are clearly recognizable. 

They should know that an electronic PDF version of the Messenger is posted to 

the Parkdale website.  
See: http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions 
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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK 

of importance 

by showing 

that our uni-

verse was sun-

centred – the earth and other planets 

revolving around the sun - and not 

earth-centred, as was previously 

thought. 

 

Unfortunately, this historical inter-

pretation is somewhat of a miscon-

ception. Before Copernicus, the way 

Aristotle, Ptolemy and other ancient 

scientists and philosophers envi-

sioned the cosmos was as a set of 

nested, concentric spheres that basi-

cally encircled our Earth. The Earth 

was viewed as the centre of the uni-

verse, but not in a sense of honour. It 

was more like the “bottom” of the 

universe; the base and corruptible 

part of it. In the Middle Ages, when 

some parts of Christian theology 

were added to this thinking, this 

bottom of the universe literally be-

came understood as hell. Therefore, 

instead of actually demoting Earth, 

Copernicus, Galileo, and Kepler 

actually saw this “sun-centred” 

scheme as exalting it by removing it 

from a place of dishonour. The pop-

ularly understood Copernican Prin-

ciple is not truly representative. 

 

Think also of the notion of Canada’s 

150th anniversary year in 2017. The 

normative historical rendering of 

how Canada came to be has been 

challenged by the Indigenous com-

munities regarding all of the history 

 

New Year, New Thinking 

 

What do you do when you discover 

that something you believed for a 

long time was not really true? Do 

you ever challenge yourself by 

wrestling with long-held views to 

see if you still want to hold them, or 

live by them? 

 

I find this has happened with me 

over the years. I have had to modify 

and change some long held views. 

We have also seen this repeatedly in 

the body of human knowledge and 

experience. Think of the huge shifts 

in medical practice and the treat-

ment of illnesses. Former under-

standings had to be let go in order to 

make room for innovation, and in 

many cases better interventions. 

 

Or look at the seismic shift that took 

place in the world of physics as we 

transitioned from Newtonian con-

structs to those of quantum mechan-

ics and particle physics. 

 

The truth is, however, that it is not 

just the new discovery, or insight, or 

knowledge that we must attend to, 

but also the interpretations of them. 

Here is an example. There is some-

thing known as the Copernican 

Principle, which is popular among 

many scientists. This is based on the 

story of Nicolaus Copernicus, 

whom you may remember from 

high school physics. He so-called 

“demoted” humanity from its place 
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that has been left out. If we are to 

take the recommendations of the 

Truth and Reconciliation Commis-

sion seriously as a nation, there 

needs to be not only a reframing of 

the history of Canada, but a just re-

engagement with Indigenous peo-

ples regarding the land, natural re-

sources, education, health and vari-

ous initiatives of healing. 

 

In chapter five of Matthew’s gospel, 

Jesus utters what are called six an-

titheses. For instance, he says: “You 

have heard it said to those in ancient 

times....but I say to you...” In doing 

this, Jesus was not saying that what 

was previously said about the law 

did not matter, of did not have val-

ue. Rather, he was introducing a 

fuller and authentic interpretation of 

God’s will, over all previous under-

standings. He was going to the 

deeper spirit of the law and bringing 

fresh light on it. Jesus was not so 

much introducing a new law as he 

was inviting those who would fol-

low him to a new and deeper way of 

love and life. 

 

This new year of 2017 has dawned. 

Could it be time for all of us to re-

think and/or investigate some long 

held views about ourselves or other 

things? 

 

You have heard it said... 

 You will never amount to anything. 

You are a loser and according to the  

 way the world works you will never 

measure up. 

 

But I say to you....(says God) 

 Listen closely and well to me. You 

are already a huge “somebody” to 

me. I love you  and I am always 

with you. You matter so much to 

me. Let me help you become 

 all I intend you to be. 

 

You have heard it said... 

 You don’t need God to be a good 

person. Just live your life without all 

that spiritual stuff. 

 

But I say to you... 

 Why are you so afraid of my love 

for you? Don’t believe everything 

others have said  about me. Come 

on and get to know me for your-

self. 

 

You have heard it said... 

 You have to just forgive and forget... 

 

But I say to you... 

 Oh forgiveness is a great thing 

indeed. But wait a minute. Do you 

understand why  you are forgiving, 

and what you are forgiving? Don’t 

just do it automatically without 

 thinking about it. Forgiveness is a 

gift that is offered to an offender 

for a wrong that  has been done. It 

does not say the wrong didn’t hap-

pen, but rather that it won’t  

 dictate your choice, or re-victimize 

you, or be the last word. And an-

other thing, don’t get all bent out 

of shape if you can’t forget it. Pray 

and I will help you bear  the 

memory and sometimes even even-

tually forget . Trust me. I will give 

you the  strength to forgive. Re-
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member how much I forgive you 

and others. 

 

You have heard it said... 

 We will always have poverty and 

injustice and oppression so why get 

worked up about it?  

 

But I say to you... 

 Well, well...someone hasn’t been 

reading their Bible well enough. I 

think I laid it out  pretty well in 

Deuteronomy chapter 15. In verse 

11, I am saying: When there are  

 poor folk around you, help them 

out. Be generous...you can give to 

missions or  agencies and shelters 

that help them, or get involved 

yourself. But remember I say 

 in verse 4 that there wouldn’t be 

any poor if everybody kept my 

commandments  and practised 

justice, and compassion and equi-

table economic distribution…. 

 I require justice and active allevi-

ation of oppression….Unrealistic 

you say...we’ll  see about that! By 

the way, what do you think Jesus’ 

life and way is all about? 

 

You have heard it said... 

 Well, this year has got to be a better 

year than the last one. 

 

But I say to you... 

 Maybe it will and maybe it won’t. 

That all depends on your inter-

pretation of better.  If better 

means you won’t have any pain or 

suffering...sorry, not going to hap-

pen because that is life. If better 

means moving on to another rela-

tionship, well let’s  see. How much 

time have you spent figuring out 

what happened in the last one; and 

 particularly your role in it? If bet-

ter means a different job and/or 

more money, well  how will you be 

different because of these? Will 

you have more joy? Will you be 

 more generous? Will these enable 

you to spend more time and ener-

gy on what really matters? On the 

other hand, if by “better” you 

dare to include me more intimate-

ly  in your life...well now you are 

talking. If you mean that with my 

help you will be  more honest about 

your fears, you will do something 

about all those grudges and  all 

that anger you are carrying 

around, that you will actually 

commit to regular  prayer and 

commitment in a community of 

faith, that you will grow in your 

caring  for others...well...now you 

are talking. You will be guaran-

teed a “better” year.  I am with you 
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 By Joyce Rupp 

      (abridged and submitted by Dr. Bailey) 
 
Find a quiet spot to be alone, 

Sit with your back straight, feet on the floor. 

Begin with taking some deep breaths and letting them out slowly. 

Ask the Spirit of God to open your being, to quiet you…. 

Picture the scene of the Three Wise Ones (Matthew 2:1-12) coming to offer homage 

   and gifts to Jesus, the One sent by God…. 

See yourselves as one of the Wise Ones…. 

You are coming to offer a gift…. 

There is a wonderfully wrapped gift in your hands…. 

Inside the gift are aspects and qualities of your life that you most enjoy and appreciate. 

  Reflect on these aspects and qualities: 

 Which ones are especially significant for you? 

 Which ones have been most apparent during the past year? 

 Which ones have seemed hidden or absent during the past year? 

Now gather these qualities of your life into your gift. 

Visualize yourself coming and presenting your gift-wrapped package…. 

As you offer this gift of yourself, see the love, joy, delight with which your gift is 

    received…. 

Visualize a gift being offered to you. It, too, is beautifully wrapped. 

It has a note-card on it, a special message from Jesus to you. 

Imagine what is written on the note-card…. 

Receive the gift, open it, and ponder its significance for your life…. 

  

(after pondering, end this reflective time with seven deep breaths – letting them out 

    slowly – and a prayer of gratitude for what you have received and what you have 

been able to offer.) 

A Guided Visualization Meditation 

called  The Gift 
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First Sunday after Christmas Day - January 1, 2017 

   - Isaiah 63:7-9 

   - Psalm 148 

   - Hebrews 2:10-18 

   - Matthew 2:13-23 

 

New Year's Day - January 1, 2017 

   - Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 

   - Psalm 8 

   - Revelation 21:1-6a 

   - Matthew 25:31-46 

 

Epiphany of the Lord - January 6, 2017 

   - Isaiah 60:1-6 

   - Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

   - Ephesians 3:1-12 

   - Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Baptism of the Lord - January 8, 2017 

   - Isaiah 42:1-9 

   - Psalm 29 

   - Acts 10:34-43 

   - Matthew 3:13-17 

 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany - January 15, 2017 

   - Isaiah 49:1-7 

   - Psalm 40:1-11 

   - 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

   - John 1:29-42 

 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany - January 22, 2017 

   - Isaiah 9:1-4 

   - Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

   - 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

   - Matthew 4:12-23 

 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany - January 29, 2017 

   - Micah 6:1-8 

LECTIONARY FOR 

JANUARY 
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REMEMBERING 
 

Please keep the family of 

Kathleen (Kay) Cardillo 

in your prayers.  Kay died 

on November 30th. 

 
 
 
 
 

Four children were baptized during the November 
27 worship service: 
  

  Cristian, son of Kyla Xavi-
er and Osvaldo Jeanty 
 
  Twins Marcus and Ra-
chel, and son Riley, children 
of Jessica and Christopher 
Strangemore 
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Thank you, Statistics Canada Choir! 
The Statistics Canada Choir performed their 
25th anniversary concert at Parkdale United Church on 
December 11th and raised $2,935 for In From the Cold. 
About 300 people enjoyed the varied musical program, 
which featured Mozart’s vespers, French Christmas car-
ols, Hannukah songs, Panis Angelicus, the Messiah Hal-
leluia chorus, and Leonard Cohen’s Alleluia. 
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"Ships Passing in the Night" 
 
Her name was Mary, and she 
was quietly sitting at the table next 
to mine.  But I'm getting ahead of 
myself  . . . .  It was a mid-week 
evening and I was on my way to 
see a movie at the ByTowne Thea-
tre on Rideau Street.  Hunger pangs 
interrupted my route and so I stopped at a nearby restaurant to 
grab a bite.  At the table next to me, sat an older woman.  Our 
eyes met shyly, we greeted each other, started a conversation, 
and thus begins our story. 
 
Mary was from Burlington and had driven to Ottawa for some 
tests the following day at the Heart Institute.  She was travelling 
alone and knew no one in Ottawa.  She was staying at the hotel 
next to the theatre and had just arrived, checked in and decided 
to have some dinner.  Our food arrived and we continued 
to chat.  As the meal came to an end and our chatting subsided, I 
thought of Mary going back to her empty hotel room alone, most 
probably to watch TV or read.   An idea popped into my head!  I 
mentioned that I was going to see a film next door — a foreign 
film, and she replied, "Oh, I've never seen a foreign film be-
fore".  I sensed a mild curiosity on her part and decided to be 
bold.  "If you're not doing anything tonight, why don't you join 
me?  The film starts at 8:00 pm and when it finishes, all you have 
to do is walk across to your room and I will just walk up the hill to 
my apartment."   She hesitated a moment and then without fur-
ther persuasion, agreed to come with me. The film was from 
France with English sub-titles and throughout the screening, I 
kept glancing over at Mary to see if she had nodded off to sleep, 
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however, much to my delight, she looked alert and engaged. 
 
After the film, we walked out into the darkened street.  I asked 
Mary how she liked it and she said she did, and thanked me for 
introducing her to something new.  We said our goodbyes, I 
wished her a safe drive home, and gave her my telephone num-
ber in case she needed anything.  I also said I would pray for her 
— that her day would go well, and then we parted company.  I 
never did speak to or see Mary again; however, somehow I felt 
our encounter made a difference — a touch of humanity, a con-
nection, a feeling that we are not alone. 
 
And that's the end of my story with the start of a new year.   Let 
me take this opportunity to  wish everyone a Happy New Year, 
and if by chance in 2017 you happen to come across "a ship pass-
ing in the night", stop for a moment, be bold and make a connec-
tion.  You never know where it might lead! 
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Parkdale Christmas Pageant 
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If you would like your birthday to be a 

secret and your name taken off the list, or 

if your name was not included and you 

would like it to be added, please let the 

office know.  

1st Joshua Lewis Milan 

5th  Gloria Goodine 

7th  Ryan Scott 

7th  Murray Stevenson  

8th  Shannel Charley 

10th  Sophie Johnson 

10th  Scotia Pinheiro 

11th  Muriel Bellman  

11th  Ruth Thompson 

11th  Megan Elizabeth Clark 

12th  Quinn Fincham 

14th  Honor Charley 

14th  Devon Valcin  

14th  Cynthia(CiCi) Waugh 

18th  Theodore Andrews 

18th  James Bell 

25th Faye Beaufout 

26th Julia Méla  

30th  Elizabeth Fitzgerald 

 

Birthdays in January 

Our warmest greetings 
 

Jan. 22 - The Nine Lives of Charlotte 

Taylor, by Sally Armstrong 

Using a blend of fact and fiction, Char-

lotte Taylor’s great-great-great-

granddaughter, Sally Armstrong, reclaims 

the life of a dauntless and unusual wom-

an.  

  

Feb. 19 - The Children Act, by Ian 

McEwan. For religious reasons, a 17-year

-old boy refuses life-saving medical treat-

ment and his devout parents agree. When 

a judge visits him in the hospital, the 

encounter stirs long-buried feelings in her 

and powerful emotions in the boy. Her 

judgment has momentous consequences 

for them both.  

 

March 19 - The Givenness of things, by 

Marilynne Robinson 

A sense of wonder pervades these power-

ful essays by the author of such beloved 

novels as Gilead and Lila.   

  

April. 23 - The Heroes Walk, by Anita 

Rau Badame 

Came second on Canada Reads this year. 

12 copies in the library, published in 

2001.  

  

May 28 -  My Name is Lucy Barton, by 

Elizabeth Strout 

Pulitzer prize-winning author shows how 

a simple hospital visit triggers the power-

ful story of Lucy and her mother.    

  

 

Parkdale Book Cluv 

All Welcome! 
Meet in the Ladies Parlor after 

church on book club days. 
Bring a lunch. 
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RECIPE 
 

Cranberry Yogurt Muffins 

 

Bonnie and Chris Lee 

 

As far as a recipe, we have this go-to 

for muffins that we can switch up with 

different nuts and fruits and it’s always 

great. Same recipe but really different 

results, depending on what you decide 

to use.  

Temp: 400 oF   

Makes: 10 to 12 muffins (depending how large you like them - we make 10) 

 

1 cup rolled oats (or 1 and 1/3 cup homemade granola) 

1 cup yogurt  (we sometimes mix a ripe banana in with yogurt to make 1 cup) 

1/2 cup vegetable oil 

2/3 cup brown sugar (recipe says 3/4 cup but we cut back a bit on the sugar 

and it's still great) 

1 egg 

1 cup all-purpose flour (we use 1/2 cup white and 1/2 cup whole wheat flour) 

1 tsp salt 

1/2 tsp baking soda 

1 tsp baking powder 

1/2 tsp cinnamon 

1 cup dried cranberries (chop in half) - can replace with 1/2 cup 

cranberries and 1/2 cup carob chips or 1/2 cup other dried fruit 

1/2 cup toasted, slivered almonds (can use chopped walnuts, pecans, etc.) 

 

1. Soak oats in yogurt. 

2. Add oil, sugar and egg.  Beat well. 

3. Sift in flour, salt, soda, cinnamon, baking powder. 

4. Before stirring, sprinkle cranberries, almonds (or whatever else you are 

using) over flour mixture. 
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“to be alive, to be a crea-

ture, is to be a song for 

God”  - Ephraim Radner 

 

Happy New Year!  Let me 

begin by wishing you a joyful, 

musical and grace-filled 2017: 

a year which many Canadians 

are excited to celebrate.  (For 

me personally it will be an 

auspicious one, as I was born 

the year of Canada’s cen-

tenary... so, um, you do the 

math!)  And what better way 

to celebrate than with... 

speeches.   

 

No - wait.  I think I messed 

that up.  (Like the angels we 

were talking about last month, 

I missed my musical cue!)  

With MUSIC, of course!!  

However we celebrate Cana-

da’s 150th birthday, and what-

ever other, lesser, celebrations 

may also take place this year(!) 

you can count on music playing 

a major role.  Heavens; for 

many people, the only two 

songs they ever belt out are 

Happy Birthday and the nation-

al anthem.  (And, I guess, we 

could probably also add, their 

favourite tunes from the 70s 

and 80s, delivered on top of a 

few pints on karaoke night.)  

And for those of us who are 

worshippers - who gather to 

celebrate and ponder the God of 

the universe and his great salva-

tion in Jesus: “how good it is to 

sing praises to our God; for he 

is gracious, and a song of praise 

is fitting” (Psalm 147). 

 

But why?  What is it about mu-

sic, specifically, that is appro-

priate to worship, and other fes-

tive occasions?  Humans love to 

sing, that’s for certain.  I saw no 

better proof of it than in my 9 

year old daughter walking out 

the door to be at school by 8:00 

this morning - in negative dou-

ble-digit temperatures, inci-

Musical Musings 
By Jono Hamer-Wilson  
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dentally - to practice with her 

school choir, more than sixty 

strong, for their concert to-

morrow evening.  (And stop-

ping on the way to pick up 

two little neighbours even 

younger than her, who are, as 

a matter of curiosity, distant 

cousins of the Baileys!)  Our 

local high school boasts sev-

eral choirs full of eager teen-

agers, with boys well repre-

sented in the ranks.  As I 

write, Christmas and holiday 

songs fill malls, airwaves and 

homes.  Why does singing 

engage and release us, capture 

us and liberate us?  Why is it 

the language of our bodies 

and souls?  Why is it the lan-

guage of worship?   

 

I thought I would turn to wis-

er heads than mine to consider 

this question.  According to 

Eugene Peterson - author of 

the contemporary Bible trans-

lation The Message, and 

emeritus professor at Vancou-

ver’s Regent College - “song 

does not explain, it expresses; 

it gives witness to the trans-

literal.  Song is one of two 

ways (silence is the other) of 

giving witness to the trans-

cendent.” Considering the in-

terplay of music and words in 

praise, he says: “Music is not 

added to the words to make 

them more pleasing; it is inte-

gral to the way the words are 

being used as openings to the 

transcendent, as windows to 

the mystery, as joining in the 

dance of the Trinity” (Christ 

Plays in Ten Thousand Plac-

es). 

 

And Wycliffe College, Toron-

to’s Ephraim Radner - writing 

in the latest edition of that 

school’s Insight magazine - 

says (paraphrasing Richard 

Hooker, the sixteenth century 

Anglican theologian): 

“nothing [is] more powerful, 

more transformative than ut-

tering the very words of Scrip-

ture as one’s own...  To pray it 

musically [is] even better..., 

for it represent[s] the taking of 

God’s own word and creating 

something beautiful with it by 

which God might be adored 

with his own divine power en-

abling.  To sing the Scriptures 

[is] to be joined with the heav-

enly reality of divine creation 

itself...  [I]t is the epitome of 

what it means to stand before 

God as his creature.”  (If you 
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want to hear more on that top-

ic, you can follow Wycliffe 

College’s Faculty Preaching 

Series entitled Songs of Scrip-

ture at soundcloud.com/

wycliffe-college) 

 

I’ve never been that strong on 

New Year’s resolutions 

(though I did make a “new 

church year resolution” at the 

beginning of Advent, which 

I’ve mostly managed to keep 

so far!).  But if it is your 

thing, a resolution worth con-

sidering is this: to live each 

day as a song of praise to the 

Creator.  To listen to the mu-

sic around you - in the crea-

tion, in the voices of your 

neighbours, and in the words 

of scripture - and to sing it and 

live it back to the One who 

rejoices over us with love; in 

harmony with “the 

world that, in its 

very being, exists 

in constant praise 

of its crea-

tor” (Ephraim 

Radner, again!).  

Or, as Alison Krauss puts it in 

her beautiful song, to be “a liv-

ing prayer”.   

 

Of course there will be discord-

ant and harsh notes sounding 

around us, and - much more 

often than we would wish - 

within us.  And as part of our 

song, we will remember the 

way God himself came among 

us: to share our sorrows, to bear 

our scars, to be subject in his 

very body to the wretched in-

justice and wrong and evil of 

which creation in general, and 

humanity in particular, is so 

manifestly and lamentably ca-

pable.  But ultimately we will 

remember the redeeming power 

of the love that Christ came to 

share and demonstrate; and the 

Spirit will help us sing each day 

to his glory.   

 

Musical Musings Cont. 
By Jono Hamer-Wilson  
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Blessings Abroad 
By Julee Pauling 
 
Away, one stops.  

One sleeps in silence of lightened thoughts.  
 

As days draw moments abundantly soft, 
Flow unexpected torrents and breathless beauty, 

     Oft.  

 
Of love and grace the songbirds purr: 

A Mynah melody and Swallow's slur.  
 

In this blessed space  

Between all words, 
 

I am blessed, 
   Alive: 

Moving gold, 
   Frankincense, 

       Myrrh.  
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REPORT TO MESSENGER – 

COUNCIL MEETING OF         

DECEMBER 6, 2016 

GROWING IN FAITH AND CON-

SIDERING OUR MISSION 

 

Scott Andrews, Chair, welcomed 

members to the meeting and passed the 

floor to Anthony Bailey for devotion.     

 

Anthony started the devotion by an act 

of remembrance for the victims of the 

Ecole Polytechnique massacre in Mon-

treal on December 6, 1978, 27 years 

ago.  After the names were read, mem-

bers engaged in silent prayer, after 

which Anthony closed this part of the 

devotion in prayer.   

 

We then sang “God Who Gives to Life 

Its Goodness” and considered a defini-

tion of generosity from the Science of 

Generosity Project: 

 

Generosity is the virtue of giving good 

things to others freely and abundantly.  

It is also a learned character trait that 

involves both attitude and action en-

tailing both the inclination and the 

actual practice of giving liberally.  It is 

not a haphazard behaviour but a basic 

orientation to life.  What generosity 

gives can vary:  money, time, atten-

tion, aid, encouragement, and more, 

but it always intends to enhance the 

true wellbeing of the receiver.  Like all 

virtues, generosity is in people’s genu-

ine enlightened self-interest to learn 

and to practice.  

 

 After identifying some points of inter-

est in this definition, we broke into 

groups of two and discussed three 

questions about giving.  The time of 

devotion closed with prayer, led by 

Anthony. 

 

The business portion of the meeting 

began with an update on the search for 

an interim pastoral care minister.  A 

couple of names have been identified 

as possibilities, and a job description 

was to be provided.  In the interest of 

having someone in place early in the 

new year, interviews will be conducted 

before Christmas.  A more formal 

search process will be started for a 

permanent replacement soon, as will 

the search for someone to fill in for 

Anthony while he is on Sabbatical 

(May, June, July 2017) and on holiday.  

The administrative support that Johan-

na Lace has been providing in the of-

fice on a part-time basis has been very 

helpful, and an extension to March 31, 

2017 was approved. 

 

As required by Presbytery, the timing 

of Anthony’s Sabbatical for May, June, 

and July 2017 was approved by Coun-

cil. 

 

Council began its study of the content 

and implications of proposals passed at 

the 42nd General Council in August 

2015. The proposed changes emanate 

from an urgent need to save money in a 

time of declining revenues and church 

closures. Remits 1 and 2 were the focus 

of discussion at the December meeting 

of Council.  Remit 1 pertains to the 

approval of the implementation of a 

COUNCIL MEETING 
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three-council model for the United 

Church of Canada. Remit 2 pertains to 

the approval of the elimination of 

transfer and settlement for members 

of the order of ministry within the 

United Church. These require Council 

to vote on the proposed changes be-

fore June 30, 2017; failure to respond 

will count as a vote against the pro-

posal.  There was considerable discus-

sion of Remit 1, which would result in 

the elimination of the current Presby-

tery/Conference levels and the crea-

tion of new ‘regional councils’; this is 

likely to result in more responsibility 

falling on each pastoral charge.  Re-

mit 2 appears to be an easier decision, 

as the transfer and settlement system 

is not currently used.  It was designed 

for single ministers, with the church 

sending them where they were need-

ed, and is not reflective of or respon-

sive to current reality. Discussion will 

resume at the January meeting of 

Council; interested persons are wel-

come to attend.  

 

Council agreed on the location where 

the plaque honouring the 35 years of 

faithful service that Khan Chao pro-

vided to Parkdale and it has now been 

hung in the Memorial Hallway. 

 

The discussion on the roles of Council 

and Committees was deferred to the 

next meeting. 

 

Committee and staff reports are pro-

vided in advance of all Council meet-

ings;  highlights from these reports 

follow: 

 

Carolynn Halkett, Chair of the Com-

munications Committee, reported 

that the remaining anniversary mugs 

have been given to the Worship Com-

mittee to distribute to first time at-

tendees when they stand up during 

Sunday services. The remaining anni-

versary pens were included in the Uni-

versity Care Packages.   Work is un-

derway to standardize the format for 

weekly announcements in the bulletin, 

with a view to eventually using the 

format for scrolling on the monitors 

before and after services.  The Com-

mittee was also active in advertising 

the Statistics Canada Choir Concert on 

December 11, which was a fabulous 

success. 

 

Camille Beaufort, Chair of Faith For-

mation and Christian Enrichment, 

reported that a formal plan for security, 

lockdown and emergency situations is 

under development, using material 

from the Headstart Preschool and Ma-

notick United Church as a base.  Pre-

liminary work is underway to explore 

options for 2017 and 2018 Family 

Camps.  A wonderful time was had by 

all who attended the Carols and Games 

Night on December 4!  University care 

packages were packed by Junior Youth 

and posted by Pastoral Care; several 

thank you notes have already been 

received.  Worshiplude 2017 will once 

again be held at Parkdale on February 

3-5, 2017; expenses will be factored 

into the 2017 FFCE budget.  Work is 

also underway with Property Trustees 

to centralize storage of Sunday School 

supplies, equipment, and costumes.  

 

Faye Beaufort, Chair of Mission, 

Outreach and Justice, reported that 

Parkdale’s newly approved Fundrais-

ing Policy was thoroughly tested by 

the request from Statistics Canada via 

Elise Mennie to hold a musical concert 
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in support of In From the Cold and to 

sell tickets in the Memorial Hallway.  

The request was approved and a very 

successful musical evening was en-

joyed by a full sanctuary on December 

11, 2016  Elise Mennie updated the 

Committee on  Living Into Right Rela-

tions activities as follows:  the 

Shawenjeagamik (Centre 510) Drop -

In Centre at 510 Rideau Street is still 

under renovation and that meals are 

being served at St. Paul’s Eastern Unit-

ed Church on Cumberland Street. On 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 delega-

tions of about 50 – 100 people were in 

Ottawa to support Clyde River Inuit 

and the Chippewas of the Thames First 

Nation at the Supreme Court of Cana-

da to uphold the legal right of Indige-

nous Peoples to be consulted on energy 

projects that will impact their commu-

nities. Parkdale considered billeting a 

smaill group of  the travelers at the 

church but our space was fully booked 

on that date.  Faye reported that the 

Saleh family continues to do well and 

is now well equipped for the winter.  

Their only request is to have more 

opportunity for English conversation. 

The mother –Ftmeh, the father –Zuhir, 

and the 21 year old Mustafa attend St. 

Pat’s language school (Nepean & 

Kent); the 18 year old Tuka attends the 

Adult High School at Preston and 

Gladstone; and Mahdi 12 and Mu-

tassem 11 both attend Terry Fox 

School in Orleans. Parkdale provides 

$2,000 per month for 12 months end-

ing June 2017.  Our co-sponsor pays 

their rent. The $2000 covers their 

transportation, food, clothing, utilities, 

health requirements – such as dentist, 

EpiPens for the young Mutassem and 

medications. During the November 25 

session of Images and Stories, Marilyn 

Hahn presented Vietnam and Angkor 

Wat, Cambodia. (A report of this 

presentation can be found elsewhere in 

this issue of The Messenger.) Images 

and Stories returns on January 27, 2017 

with Richard and Susan Yearwood pre-

senting England. 

 

Judy Hamley, Chair of Ministry and 

Personnel, conveyed recommendations 

with respect to the timing of Anthony’s 

Sabbatical (May, June and July 2017) 

and an extension to Johanna Lace’s con-

tract for interim administrative support 

to March 31, 2017, both of which were 

approved by Council.  Melodee will be 

on holiday Sunday, January 1, 2017 and 

from May 15-22, 2017. 

 

Mary McLeod, Chair of Pastoral Care, 

reported that the team assembled plates 

of cookies at its November 29 meeting 

for delivery to seniors as a Christmas 

treat.  The Prayer Shawl ministry con-

tinues, under Mary’s leadership; if you 

know of someone who is in need of 

comfort and would appreciate a prayer 

shawl, please let Mary know.   

 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey reported on 

several Faith Formation sessions that 

recently ended.  An 11-week journey 

through the Eating Stories in Luke dur-

ing the fall session of Tuesday Morning 

Bible Study concluded on November 29, 

with an average of 22 people from about 

eight different city congregations enjoy-

ing wonderful conversations, learning 

and laughter. Participants’ depth of 

knowledge and understanding of the 

scriptures as well as their experience of 

faith were enhanced.  The Forgiveness 

and Healing Sessions led by Darlene 

and Roland during November were very 

well received and Anthony extended his 
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gratitude for their leadership. The in-

sights, conversations, biblical reflec-

tions and art expression commingled to 

ensure an engaging and personally 

beneficial experiences were afforded to 

all participants. Anthony also extended 

his sincere thanks for the blessing of 

the leadership that Julee Pauling pro-

vided to the session that ended Novem-

ber 2, during which participants ex-

plored the writings of Rowan Williams 

and N.T. Wright.   

 

Anthony expressed his gratitude for the 

professional and competent assistance 

Johanna Lace is providing, including 

oversight to several rostering arrange-

ments as well as follow-up communi-

cations and messaging related to the 

rostering and other administrative du-

ties. He also extended thanks to the 

Parkdale pastoral care team, as well as 

for all the ‘informal and formal’ pasto-

ral care that takes place in the congre-

gation, and to Council and M&P, who 

are working to address the need for 

interim help on the pastoral care front. 

 

The response to the racist graffiti attack 

on our congregation has seen a well-

spring of support from the Muslim and 

Jewish communities, as well as the 

neighbourhood, schools and churches 

and folks from across the country.  

Anthony noted that he has conducted 

about 20 media interviews comprising 

of television, radio, telephone and in 

person contact and believes that God is 

using these efforts to provoke truth-

telling, reflections and conversations 

about deep, painful and necessary 

things that have to do with how we 

regard, treat and live with one another.  

He has been encouraged by the mostly 

favourable response to his suggestion 

to meet with the alleged offender in an 

attempt to pursue a restorative justice 

approach that holds out hope for reha-

bilitation and reorientation. 

 

Anthony found the Generosity NEXT 

event sponsored by the Ecumenical 

Stewardship Center that he recently 

attended in Florida to be very helpful. 

One of his key learnings had to do 

with best practices for teaching and 

encouraging generosity as a spiritual, 

joyous and disciplined response to the 

generosity of God, particularly the call 

to provide multiple platforms of giv-

ing, especially for the millennial gen-

eration, whose use of technology and 

attitudes towards how and why to give 

merit attention and engagement. 

 

Melodee Lovering reported that Sun-

day School has undergone a reorgani-

zation of the class groups so that 

grades 2-4 are together, as are grades 5 

& 6.  Teachers are in place for the 

winter semester; options for teaching 

the spring session are being explored.   

The coffee shop continues to draw 

good crowds; in the New Year, the 

hope is to do some meals and bring 

back chicken pot pie!  Planning for the 

Women’s Retreat is well underway 

and the response has been excellent; 

capacity of the Galilee Centre has been 

reached and there is a waiting list!   

Melodee also reported being quite 

busy with YAYA responsibilities, as 

the YAYA minister away on sabbati-

cal.  Planning continues for the Expe-

riences Canada trip; three Parkdale 

youth will be participating in the trip 

to NWT:  Maryam and Destin Amisi 

and Tavian Hamer-Wilson.  Fundrais-

ing efforts are underway to support 

this exciting opportunity. Junior Youth 
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dates have now been booked until 

May. Senior Youth met on November 

27 for Cooking with Rob and Paul and 

will serve at IFTC on January 14, 

2017.   

 

The Intergenerational Worship that 

took place on November 20 included a 

presentation by the youth who went on 

the Zeballos trip as part of the theme of 

“Going with God”.  This Sunday fell 

directly after the graffiti incident and 

there were a lot of visitors present. 

Melodee sees God’s hand in her choice 

of the text from Genesis that talks 

about Abraham and Sarah, as she could 

not possibly have known when she 

chose it that there would be people 

from the Muslim and Jewish communi-

ties joining us in worship.  It was a joy 

to see the Imam in the front row, mov-

ing to Jono’s “Be Like Abraham” 

song! 

College student Christmas boxes were 

a collaborative effort between CE and 

the Pastoral Care committee with con-

tributions from Parkdale members and 

beautifully crocheted “prayer cloths” 

made by the prayer shawl team.  The 

junior youth packed the boxes and 

pictures of these worker bees were 

included; some great “thank yous” 

have been received from recipients.  

Melodee extended her thanks to Ca-

mille Beaufort who wrote and directed 

the Christmas pageant, presented to an 

enthusiastic audience on December 11. 

 

The December 4 evening of games, 

pizza, carols saw a better-than-

expected turnout, with about 65 people 

of all ages in attendance.  Games were 

played, then put away before pizza was 

served.  The evening ended with a trip 

to the tree-lighted sanctuary, where 

carols were sung and prayer was of-

fered.  Thanks to Marianne Dos San-

tos for accompanying the music, Scott 

Andrews for running the PowerPoint, 

Camille Beaufort for helping with set 

up, Wendy McHenry for bringing the 

drinks and her husband Kyle for pick-

ing up the pizza, and Dayanti Ku-

rinaratue for ordering it.   

Melodee joined Anthony in expressing 

gratitude for the administrative help 

that Johanna Lace has been providing. 

She also expressed her appreciation of 

Jono and his cooperation in firming up 

the music for the early Christmas Eve 

service, with the theme of “Do not be 

afraid”, which echoes throughout the 

advent and Christmas texts.  DaleSong 

continues to be a source of joy of and 

support for the members as they sing 

and pray together.  On November 12, 

the group gathered at the Loverings 

for an evening of food and fellowship.  

 

The junior choir is coming along won-

derfully under the leadership of Carol 

Diamond.  Their contribution to recent 

services, including Remembrance Day 

and the Christmas Pageant, has been 

greatly appreciated. 

Please mark your calendars for the 

upcoming Annual General Meeting on 

February 26, 2017, immediately after 

worship.  Council next meets on Janu-

ary 31, 2017 at 7:00 pm in the Ladies’ 

Parlour.  All are welcome. 
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HOW MANY GUESTS? 

In From The Cold Ministry  

 

November  12    117 

                    19    127 

                    26    136 

December.    3    115 

                     10     87 

                      17    107 

 

All guests at the last In From 

the Cold dinner before Christ-

mas received a “Santa pack-

age.”  In the photo above, a 

number of “Elves” held a work 

party to assemble the packages.  
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about 5 million motorcycles 

and scooters for 7 million 

people!  We learned of the 

tremendous esteem in which 

teachers are held in Vi-

etnam and visited two 

UNESCO World Heritage 

Sites, one in Halong Bay, 

the other in Hoi An.  We 

traveled back in time to visit 

Buddhist and Confucian 

temples, returned to the pre-

sent to shop and cook with 

Marilyn at Vy’s market and 

cooking school, and were 

awed by the breath-taking 

scenery surrounding us as 

we shared an amazing boat 

trip on Halong Bay, com-

plete with pre-dawn Tai Chi 

lessons and cave explora-

tion.  In Cambodia, we vis-

ited the somewhat spooky 

site of filming of Raiders of 

the Lost Ark as well as the 

spectacular Angkor Wat 

(the single largest religious 

monument in the world),   

We could almost taste some 

VIETNAM, CAMBODIA 

and HONG KONG 

 

 At the November 25 Imag-

es and Stories, Marilyn 

Hahn shared her photos and 

her memories of her No-

vember 2015 tour of Vi-

etnam, Cambodia and Hong 

Kong.   It was a truly in-

formative and entertaining 

evening, as Marilyn shared 

the highlights of her trip, 

and provided some teasing 

insights into the beauty of 

the countryside and the tre-

mendous cultural wealth of 

this area.  Our whirlwind 

tour began in Hanoi, and 

then took us to Halong Bay, 

Hue (the ancient imperial 

capital of Vietnam), Hoi An 

(city of lanterns), Siem 

Reap (Cambodia), Ho Chi 

Minh City (formerly Sai-

gon), the Mekong Delta and 

Hong Kong.  

We marvelled at the number 

of motorcycles in Hanoi – 

Images & Stories 
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10,000 Buddhas before leav-

ing for our homeward flight.    

 

of the local culinary de-

lights – fried crickets and 

elephant fish!  A side visit 

to the hometown of the 

tour guide, who had 

founded a school where 

local children could learn 

English, seen as essential 

for future prosperity, end-

ed our time in Cambodia. 

 

Marilyn ended our tour in 

Hong Kong, where we 

enjoyed a harbour tour, 

spectacular Christmas 

lights, a virtual climb up 

the 300 stairs to the Big 

Buddha, and a quick visit 

to the Grand Hall of 
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 We enjoy meeting you and being together in ministry. Parkdale’s 
congregation responds to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings by: 
 
 

 

Uniting in joyful worship as an 

act of praise and gratitude, for in-

spiration and guidance 

 
 

Providing learning opportunities 
for the Christian way of life and 

to enhance  

Biblical literacy 

 

 

Supporting each other through  

pastoral care and concern 

 
Reaching out to people in need 

Promoting justice 

 

Praying for guidance,  

wisdom, and support. 


