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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK

Focusing on Reconciliation
Then I heard the voice of
the Lord saying,
“Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I;
send me!” Isaiah 6:8

Dear Friends,
Each year here at Parkdale, at
some time in June, we
acknowledge and recognize this
country’s Aboriginal heritage
and the journey towards healing and true reconciliation
among all who inhabit Canada.

continue. Here at Parkdale United, we are praying for wisdom,
guidance, faith and stamina to
discern our contribution to reconciliation. May we continue to
pray, discern and act. I pray that
we may be willing to go where
God wants to “send” us.

This year we join with our First
Nations sisters and brothers to
mark the end of six years of the
Truth and Reconciliation process. Respectfully and painstakingly, tragic and hurtful stories have been shared and witnessed. As well, stories of incredible defiance, healing and
survival have been gifted to us
in testimony.
Although the formal TRC process comes to an end this
month, the journey into substantive, just, healing and faithful reconciliation must and will

I have chosen to share some resources provided by KAIROS*.
These include a story time resource by Emma Hebb – aimed
at children but indeed intended
for all of us; a prayer by Rev.
Lillian Roberts (former Ottawa
Presbytery Minister); and a children’s prayer from a joint worship resource by the Anglican
and United Churches.
May God bless us on this journey,
Anthony
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When European settlers came,
they very quickly had the idea
that their way was the only
way, the right way. Many
couldn’t see the beauty of all
the different nations, and they
couldn’t appreciate the ways
of knowing that each nation
could have offered them. They
felt that what was best was to
make everyone do things the
same way—their way.

What does it mean to be
sorry?
By Emma Hebb
Have you ever felt like someone wasn’t really sorry when
they apologized to you?
Sometimes people say they
are sorry, but then their actions afterwards tell us they
are not really willing to
change, or to stop hurting us.
Sometimes it’s just small
things, but sometimes it’s big
things.

Since the beginning of calling
this place Canada, settler Canadians have worked to make
all the Indigenous Nations
more like Europeans. One really terrible idea was to take
Indigenous children away
from their families and create
schools for them. There they
were punished if they spoke
their own language, were
forced to be Christian, and,
sometimes, forced to change
their names to names that
sounded more like Europeans.

When European settlers first
came to Canada there were
already people here ... Indigenous peoples. They already
had families, languages, forms
of government, and ways to
hunt and grow food. They
were and are really great people. And they are also not just
one group of people. Within
what we call Canada there are
many different Indigenous
Nations. Can you name some?
(...Mi’Kmaq, Cree, Huron,
Dene, Haida...) so many different nations within our
country.

Many of these schools were
run by churches. We called
them Residential Schools because the children had to live
at them; they weren’t allowed
to go home very often or at all.
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It was thought it’d be easier if
everyone was the same.

don’t have the same access to
water, food, or housing that
you and I do. Even now their
schools don’t get as much
money, attention, or support as
your school does. Even now
mines are built or oil drilled on
land that belongs to Indigenous Nations without asking
them.

What was forgotten was that
God creates everyone uniquely for a reason. A lot of hurt
was caused by trying to make
everyone the same. Often,
when children went home,
they couldn’t talk to their parents because now they spoke
different languages. Since before you and I were born, Indigenous peoples have been
deeply hurt. I really hope that
all of you will be able to join
with all of us to help it stop.
Lately, Canada has been trying to say sorry. Part of saying
sorry, right, is to really listen
to the person you hurt about
how you hurt them. We’ve
had six years of meetings
called the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, or the
TRC, all over the country to
listen to Indigenous people
about how we hurt them.

We need to change. We need
to respect all different Nations,
all different peoples. One of
the Bible stories today is about
the Prophet Isaiah, and how
when God was looking for
someone to speak to everyone
else about what is right, Isaiah
said “Here I am,” and went
about speaking to people about
how they needed to change.
Now that the meetings are
over, it’s our time to say,
“Here I am,” and to go out into
the world speaking to people
about the changes we need to
ensure we treat the Indigenous
people of Canada with deep
respect and equality. How
about it, can we all say “Here I
am?”

Now the meetings are over,
but that doesn’t mean the
apology is over. Now we have
to change, we have to stop
hurting Indigenous peoples.
Even now Indigenous people
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Remembering the Children
God of our Ancestors,
who holds the spirits of our grandmothers and grandfathers
and the spirits of our grandchildren,
Remembering the Children,
we now pledge ourselves to speak the Truth,
and with our hearts and our souls
to act upon the Truth we have heard
of the injustices lived,
of the sufferings inflicted,
of the tears cried,
of the misguided intentions imposed,
and of the power of prejudice and racism
which were allowed to smother the sounds and laughter of the forgotten children.
Hear our cries of lament for what was allowed to happen,
and for what will never be. In speaking and hearing and acting
upon the Truth may we as individuals and as a nation meet the
hope of a new beginning.
Great Creator God
who desires that all creation live in harmony and peace,
Remembering the Children
we dare to dream of a Path of Reconciliation
where apology from the heart leads to healing of the heart
and the chance of restoring the circle,
where justice walks with all,
where respect leads to true partnership, and
where the power to change comes from each heart.
Hear our prayer of hope, and guide this country of Canada
on a new and different path.
(by Rev. Lillian Roberts, for the launch of the Church Leaders
Tour which marked the original launch of the TRC)
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A Children’s Prayer
(This can be done as a ‘repeat after me’ prayer)
God, reconciliation is a big word,
Help me to always listen with my heart, as well as my ears.
Help me to see with my heart, as well as my eyes.
Help me to speak the truth, and to listen for the truth
And then I will be on the path towards reconciliation. Amen
__________
*KAIROS unites eleven Christian churches and religious organizations in a
faithful ecumenical response to Micah 6:8. www.kairoscanada.org
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Towards reconciliation
Free public activities

TRC continues...
Tuesday June 2 – Delta Hotel
9:00 – 12:00 Sharing circle with survivors
11:00 – 12:30 Release of TRC findings on Indian Residential Schools
(live streamed at www.trc.ca)
1:00 – 2:30 pm Response from the
parties to the Indian Residential
Schools Settlement Agreement

Monday June 1 - 9:00 – 10:30 am
Dismantling the Doctrine of Discovery: The Road to Reconciliation. Ottawa City Hall, Councillors’
Lounge, 2nd floor. The Doctrine of
Discovery was used as legal and
moral justification for colonial dispossession of sovereign Indigenous
Nations. This ideology presumes the
racial superiority of European Christian peoples. How do we identify its
modern components and dismantle
it? Sponsored by: Assembly of First
Nations, First Nations Summit,
Grand Council of the Crees (Eeyou
Istchee), Canadian Friends Service
Committee (Quakers), Anglican
Church of Canada, Christian Reformed Centre for Public Dialogue
and KAIROS.

Wednesday June 3
1:15 - 1:45 pm at Rideau Hall –
Heart Garden Ceremony with children
2:30 - 4:30 pm at City Hall – Final
call to gather, 4:30 - 5:30 Concert
with Buffy Saint-Marie
More info at www.trc.ca
June 21st National Aboriginal Day
Ottawa Solstice Festival at Vincent
Massey Park. June 19 to 21
Pow-wow, Interactive arts and crafts
and Family activities
Fri June 19: 6 pm to 10 pm
Sat June 20: 10 am to 10 pm
Sun June 21: 10 am to 6 pm
Pow-wow Grand Entry Fri. at 6 pm,
Sat. and Sun. at 12:00
More at
www.ottawasummersolstice.ca

Truth and Reconciliation Commission Monday June 1 – Delta Hotel, 101
Lyon St. N.
9:00 to 11:00 am - Sharing circle
with survivors.
9:00 to 5:00 – Displays, Learning
Place
1:00 to 3:00 pm - Panel: The UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
5:30 pm on Parliament Hill – Mass
Kairos Blanket Exercise
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Parkdale’s Heart Garden

On May 24th, Algonquin Elder
Barbara Dumont-Hill from Kitigan
Zibi helped dedicate Parkdale’s
Heart Garden. Following the
worship service, many members of
the congregation followed the
Grade 3 to 6 Sunday School children out of the sanctuary, where
they planted and dedicated the
hearts they had created to remember Indigenous children who were
taken away to residential schools.
Many congregations across the
country planted similar gardens as
a gesture of hope and reconciliation.
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News from the Pews

Chris Halstead is a familiar
face to members of our
congregations at Sunday
morning worship services,
because he frequently assists with ushering duties
and collecting the offering.

But he is also a prominent
swimmer, and last May he
won two medals in a large
competition in Montreal.
He earned a silver medal for
the backstroke, and a gold
medal for the front crawl at
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Clare Campbell, Parkdale’s oldest member, celebrated his
102nd birthday on May 24. He is shown here following the Sunday
morning worship service with three of “Clare’s girls” , Kathryn
Meerburg, Janice Gray, and Kathleen Stephenson.

the annual Défi Sportif, a
weeklong celebration of disability sports, which hosts a
Special Olympics swim meet
as one of its activities. There
were approximately 300
swimmers at the games.

Chris has been a competitive
swimmer for more than 10
years, training with the Otters
Swimming Club for athletes
with cognitive and physical
challenges.
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LECTIONARY FOR JUNE
Mark 4:26–34
Parables of the growing seed
and the mustard seed.

June 7 – Second after
Pentecost
1 Samuel 8:4–11, (12–15), 16
–20, (11:14–15)
Appoint a king for Israel.

June 21 – Fourth after
Pentecost

Psalm 138 (VU p. 860)
I praise God with all my heart.

1 Samuel 17: (1a, 4–11, 19–
23), 32–49
David and Goliath.
or
1 Samuel 17:57—18:5, 10–
16
David meets Saul and Jonathan.

2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1
Our inner nature is renewed
day by day.
Mark 3:20–35
Who gives Jesus his power?

Psalm 9:9–20 (VU pp. 732–
733)
I will tell of God’s marvelous
deeds.

June 14 – Third after
Pentecost
1 Samuel 15:34—16:13
David is anointed king.
Psalm 20 (VU p. 742)
Trust not in horses or chariots,
but in God.
2 Corinthians 5:6–10, (11–
13), 14–17
Walk by faith, not by sight.
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or
Psalm 133 (VU p. 856)
It is good for God’s people
to be together.
2 Corinthians 6:1–13
Now is the acceptable time,
the day of salvation.
Mark 4:35–41
Jesus stills a storm.

Psalm 130 (VU pp. 852–853)
Out of the depths, I cry to
God.
2 Corinthians 8:7–15
Excel in generosity.
Mark 5:21–43
Young girl raised; hemorrhaging woman healed.

June 28th – Fifth after Pentecost
2 Samuel 1:1, 17–27
David’s lament for Saul and
Jonathan.
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Spring Rummage Sale

Parkdale’s spring rummage sale on April 25 attracted a huge crowd
of interested shoppers, eager to snap up bargains!

Photos by Peter Meerburg.
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There was plenty of interest in the books section.
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Birthdays in June
Our warmest greetings to
1st Brenda Mercier
1st Maggie Trant
1st Billie Matthews
2nd Frederick Andrews
2nd Marion Baird
2nd Theodora Newton
2nd Fin Wicke
2nd Deborah Bellware
3rd Margaret Boyd
5th Maurice Mercier
5th Renee Hoyte
8th Jim Thain
8th Bruce Okumu
8th Emily-Rose Clark
10th Wade Thornton
11th Keith Brown
11th Dina Epale
12th Michael Baily
12th Samara Wright
15th Samuel Clark
15th Helen Creasy
16th Julee Pauling
16th Conor Truax
18th Ted Radstake
19th Michelle Bailey
20th Ini Akpan
22nd Ryan Angus
22nd Paul Crabtree
22nd Sheridon Nelson

23rd
23rd
27th
28th
30th

Mary Dawson
Danielle Gougeon
Jonah Lusby
Elijah Deschamps
June Watson

If you would like your birthday to be
a secret and your name taken off the
list, or if your name was not included and you would like it to be added,
please let the office know.
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Dear Members of the Parkdale Congregation
as the convener of the Bazaar. I am
hoping to mentor my successor over
the next few months and continue
supporting this activity but in a lesser role. My efforts to find a new
convener have not been successful
to this point in time but I will continue to look. However should no one
come forward, I will, with regret, be
resigning. I have had the privilege of
being convener for the past 6 years
but truly feel it is time to step down.
(Historically, when the Bazaar
was organized by the UCW,
each unit leader ran the Bazaar
for 3 years.)

The purpose of this letter is to update you on the status of the
Yuletide Bazaar here at Parkdale
and some of the challenges currently
facing the organizing team.
The Yuletide Bazaar continues to be
a great success in so many ways. It
is a major fundraiser for the church,
(totals vary from year to year but the
average tends to be in $13,000.00
range). It is a valued community
activity, many visitors comment about the significance
of the Bazaar, ie. the number
of years they have attended,
the wonderful shopping, how
this is their start to the Advent season, etc. But lastly
and perhaps most importantly, it is a
powerful and positive activity for
the congregation. People come together and support us in so many
ways, new members join according
to interest and time available, others
invite neighbours and friends to
become part of the Yuletide Bazaar.
The list of “why we should continue
to keep the Bazaar” goes on and on.

I would also like to
acknowledge the amazing
contributions of Val Hum to this
event. Val has served as convener,
crafts co-ordinator, volunteer coordinator and production/clean-up
co-ordinator. Val has shared her
time and talent for 25 years! She too
is hoping to find a person to take
over her current position as production set-up and clean-up.
All other co-ordinator positions for
the Bazaar are filled with willing
and wonderful people. For the Bazaar to be successful however, the
production set-up/clean-up coordinator and convener position
have to be filled. I will keep you
informed as the search for successors continues.

For me on a personal level, I am the
fourth generation of my family to be
a member of the Parkdale congregation and participant in the Yuletide
Bazaar. It is a wonderful tradition
and I truly hope this tradition will
continue in the future.
At this time however, I would like
to inform you of my desire to retire
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Sincerely,
Ann Tompkins

Remembering Erena
The special thoughts and prayers of the congregation are extended to Donald Duncan and
his family on the death of his cherished wife
Erena. Don and Erena were faithful members
of Parkdale and attended the Tuesday Morning Bible Study.

SPECIAL THANKS to each person who has volunteered to
care for a section of our Memorial Garden and grounds.
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In memory of Billie
Our thoughts and prayers go out
to the family of Mary “Billie”
Elizabeth Matthews, beloved
wife for 67 years of the late Andrew Matthews. Billie and Andrew were very much at home in
their Parkdale Family and especially appreciated their friendship with Louise Bond and Kathleen
Stephenson. A Memorial Service for Billie was held on May 25th.

In the summer when so many are away at cottages and on holidays, we
will try something different. We ask that you separate the milk bags,
ensure bottles and egg cartons from the other goods you bring for the
Food Bank.
We will place 3 large clear plastic bags beside the food cart, one identified for milk bags, another for ensure bottles etc. and the third one for
egg cartons. Hopefully, we will collect only non-perishable food and
other items for the Food Bank in the cart. These will be checked periodically over the summer.
Please continue to donate non-perishable food items, diapers, toothpaste, canned goods etc. during the summer. These are very much
needed and appreciated.
Thank you,
Dian Morris
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Thoughts about Viola Thomas’ visit
On April,19th, our church invited Elder Viola Thomas of Reconciliation Canada to speak as a
residential school survivor, as
well as for her work on the Truth
and Reconciliation Committee. I
was fascinated hearing her personal story and it really activated
something in me. For a long
while I have felt very ashamed
for the way the Christian church
of our ancestors ripped apart
communities and families and so
I offered Viola and her family
my own personal apology. She
accepted it gracefully, and yet
redirected my tears to become
healing waters to foster reconciliation in our community to
create a better shared future. I
accepted her challenge to commit to do just ONE thing toward

change this year and thus I am
joining in the Walk for Reconciliation on May 31st from Victoria Island to Ottawa City Hall.
For that event we will also be
hosting an out of town Cree Nation couple who have walked to
Ottawa from the Cochrane area
to partake in all the festivities of
the Reconciliation week. I am
definitely hopeful that the future
of our Canadian Christian church
will be woven together in a new
story of collaboration with First
Nations Communities and families.
Kerry-Lynn Grozinger
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June 21st — Happy Father’s Day to all Dads!
Dad, I love you, too!
By Sylvia Helen Vincent c 1999
It matters not what father is
When love grows deep inside;
He may be man, or bird or beast,
His instinct’s to provide.
A bird will gather early worms
His offspring so to feed.
But man has much from which to show
He knows his children’s need.
The beast will fight unto the death
His children to defend.
But man needs not this way to prove
On him young can depend.
The human dad can offer more
Than either beast or bird
And yet, so very many times
Avoids one special word.
“I love you, kids”, with warmth expressed,
To father brings respect:
It bonds together dad and child,
No less may he expect.
True understanding he may give,
From “nest” a gentle shove’
But what, by far, is needed most:
The use of one word…LOVE!
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COUNCIL REPORT—MAY
improve conditions on reserves as a
priority. Money alone, however, is
not enough and it will take a long
time of relationship-building to
move towards reconciliation. This is
a complicated issue and reconciliation will not be quick or easy; there
is much work to be done, in the
church and across the country, coordinating efforts with all levels of
government. It will be important to
continue to increase awareness of
Aboriginal concerns. Relationshipbuilding at the personal level will be
critically important to the positive
advancement of efforts toward reconciliation.

COUNCIL MEETING OF
MAY 5th, 2015
Anthony led the opening devotion
which, recognizing the release of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s report in early June, focused
on Aboriginal issues and the role
that we, as Christians, should play in
addressing these. Together we recited a prayer from Kairos’ Resources
for reconciliation and sang “For the
Healing of the Nations” before hearing some specific scripture verses
and quotes from theologians in the
first and second centuries CE reminding us of our Christian warrant
and heritage. We then broke into
small groups and considered three
questions: 1.What difference does
being followers of Jesus make to the
way we view and treat our Aboriginal neighbours? 2. How well do we
understand the need and opportunity
for reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples here
in Canada? 3. As a Council, how
should we pray for this Reconciliation undertaking? What kind of practical and faithful leadership should
we provide for the congregation in
this regard?

Moving to the business of the evening, Samantha Tim reminded us of
the May 23 Stewardship event, with
the first hour devoted to Rev. Glen
Stoudt of Orleans United Church
who has been invited to help deepen
our understanding of stewardship
through sharing some of his recent
experiences. This event represents a
first step in addressing the recommendations of the Memorial Fund
Working Group. Council has committed to ensuring that all nine recommendations are addressed in
coming months.

Group discussion was animated and
wide-ranging, recognizing the need
to love all people as equals and to
love our neighbours as ourselves, the
unfortunate impact of colonialism on
Aboriginal peoples and others
around the world and the need for
governments to allocate resources to

With respect to correspondence,
Blaine read a letter that Peter Meerburg had sent to Marge Crooks, extending a message of condolence on
behalf of the Parkdale congregation
to her and her family on the passing
of her husband, Rev. Bob Crooks.
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report and recommendations for the
42nd General Council in August
2015 that will best enable the church
to live faithfully in God’s world at
this time in the church’s life.”
The UCC, like many other churches,
is facing social, demographic and
financial challenges that are hampering its ability to do ministry faithfully and effectively. Membership is
declining, the number of congregations has declined and financial
strength has declined by 50% since
1980.

Thanks were extended to Peter for
drafting the letter on behalf of the
Parkdale congregation. Thank you
notes from Bethany Hope Centre
and Cornerstone for donations received from Parkdale were acknowledged. Last but not least, there was a
letter from Emmanuel United
Church, conveying a donation of
$10,000 from the proceeds of the
sale of property related to Wesley
United, in recognition of Parkdale as
one of the United Churches that are
providing continuity to members of
Wesley United who chose not to
worship at Emmanuel after amalgamation.

The process of developing a reform
initiative began in August 2012 and
there has been considerable consultation with two discussion papers:
Fishing on the Other Side and Trust
God, Trust the Body.

Don Macpherson tabled the newly
completed Parkdale United Church
Employee Handbook. This handbook replaces a document that was
sadly out of date; it does not apply to
contractors. During drafting, particular attention was given to the sections on sick leave and hiring of relatives. Council accepted the document and thanked M&P for the excellent work that had been done to
prepare a very comprehensive document. Special thanks were extended
by Don to Ruth Foster for her dedication to this project.

The current report was made available March 3, 2015, leaving very
little time for congregations to consider the report and its implications,
and to make a response. There were
very compressed timelines for Presbytery to consider the CRR’s proposals, which were examined during
a series of workshops the last week
of March and the week following
Easter; all proposal amendments had
to be submitted to Presbytery by
April 7, 2015. The proposal amendments were considered at Presbytery
on April 14 and sent on to the Montreal-Ottawa Conference for consideration at the end of May.

Beth Gutsell, our Presbytery Representative, led us through the highlights of the UCC Comprehensive
Review Report (CRR). The mandate
for the review came from the 41st
General Council in 2013, specifically “to examine the comprehensive
vision and circumstance of the United Church of Canada and develop a

Seven proposals will be considered
at the 42nd General Council Meeting
in August 2015:
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June and at General Council in August with great interest and we pray
that the Holy Spirit will guide these
important deliberations.

1.Chasing the Spirit: Spiritual
Renewal and New Forms of
Ministry
2.Aboriginal Ministries
3.Three-Council Model
4. College of Ministers
5. Association of Ministers
6. Funding a New Model
7. Remits/Meeting of the 43rd
General Council 2018

As at all Council meetings, reports
of recent Committee meetings are
provided; their highlights are reflected below:
Ken Elder, Chair of Property Trustees, reported on the steps that Parkdale is taking to meet the accessibility requirements of the Ontario government, further to a question raised
at the AGM in February. Ken noted
that only one of the requirements of
“The Accessibility for Ontarians
with Disabilities Act”, passed in
2005, has been passed into law – the
“Accessibility Standard for Customer Service”. As a church, we are considered an “other provider’ and are
required to: establish policies, practices and procedures; establish a
training program and train staff and
volunteers; and establish a feedback
process. Over the years a number of
structural changes have been made at
Parkdale to accommodate persons
with accessibility needs:
 Handicapped access ramp,
Gladstone Parking lot, 1981
 Garaventa Chair Lift, 1997
 Handrails through all stairwells,
2001
 Barrier-free Assessment Report,
2009
 Barrier-free Individual Toilet
Room, 2013
 Pew Cuts, 2013

The most significant recommendations pertain to governance, the proposed Three-council Model and the
Funding Model. The proposed
changes in governance would move
from the current four-council model
to a three court system: communities
of faith, regional councils and a denominational council (national). Ottawa Presbytery has proposed an
alternative to the three-council model, with the relevant changes for pastoral charges being representation on
regional councils, representation on
the denominational council and provision of adequate support to communities of faith by regional council
during periods of transition and renewal.
The overall changes are challenging
but they do provide a general
roadmap for getting the UCC onto a
rational footing and proposing an
appropriate governance structure for
the future. For more information on
the report and the proposals, please
refer to the UCC website at http://
www.gc42.ca/comprehensive-review
-report. We will await the results of
the discussion at Conference in late
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Ken noted that there have been recurring problems with the Garaventa
Chair Lift and that a request has been
made for an estimate for replacing it
with the GSL Artira inclined platform lift, which would accommodate
a rated load capacity of 660 pounds.

has contributed so much of her time
and talent to the Living into Right
Relations with Indigenous Peoples
sub-group of MOJ. There are many
opportunities to participate in the
events commemorating the release of
the final report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission on June 3,
2015. For detailed information,
please consult the May Messenger or
the Parkdale website. As part of these
activities, Parkdale’s children responded to Kairos’ and the United
Church’s invitation to create hearts
for a Heart Garden, in remembrance
of Indigenous children who attended
residential schools. One of our hearts
will be planted in the Heart Garden at
Rideau Hall on June 3rd at the official
closing ceremony of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission.

As Parkdale is not currently contemplating extensive renovations, Trustees believe that there is no need to
further discuss accessibility issues at
this time. When the province develops the anticipated “Built Environment” standard, further discussions
may be required.
Carolynn Halkett highlighted the
following items on behalf of the
Communications Committee: A
Truth and Reconciliation page has
been added to the Parkdale website;
it provides links to other relevant
websites such as Kairos, the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission and
Reconciliation Canada. The website
includes a timetable for the Closing
Activities from May 31 to June 3 and
details about the Walk for Reconciliation on May 31st. A graphic artist
has been hired to design a logo that
can be used on various Parkdale promotional materials. Work continues
on updating the content of the website and a consultant has been hired
to assist with its design.

With respect to our Syrian Refugee
Family, there is no new information
at this time on the status of the paperwork. However, a very successful
Murder Mystery event on Sunday
April 26 raised $2,297.21. A huge
thank you goes out to Rev. Debbie
Roi and the members of Britannia
United Church, who agreed to hold
the opening night of their 2015 play
at Parkdale in support of our refugee
family fundraising efforts. Future
fundraising events include the annual
Celebrating our Cultures evening on
October 17, 2015 and a concert
planned for November 21, 2015, with
proceeds going to the Refugee Fund.
Mark your calendars!

Faye Beaufort, on behalf of the Mission, Outreach and Justice (MOJ)
Committee, extended sincere thanks
on behalf of the Committee and the
congregation to Elise Mennie who

Mary McLeod, Chair of Pastoral
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Care, reported that several members of the Pastoral Care team attended a continuing education event
at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church on
April 7 on the topic of “Supporting
individuals and families living with
dementia.” Easter lilies were delivered to 40 home-bound members of
the congregation. The April 12th
Special Communion was wellattended and enjoyed by nine seniors. Participants greatly enjoyed
John Harewood’s rendition of
“There is a Balm in Gilead”; thank
you, John, for blessing the afternoon with this gift of music. Many
Parkdale members also participated
in and benefited from the workshop
on grief led by Debbie Roi on
March 22 and thanks are extended
to Debbie for leading this.
Paul Crabtree, Chair of Christian
Enrichment, reported ongoing successful youth group activity. An
Aylmer church is interested in partnering for some shared activities. A
combined Junior and Senior Youth
evening on the theme of “Girls
Night” and “Guy’s Night” is
planned for May. Confirmation
class is proposed for the Fall; information has been provided to families of youth who may qualify
(normally Grades 8 and 9). Gratitude was expressed to those who are
leading the Spring term of Sunday
School. Given the age distribution
of our children, it is anticipated that
there can be a return to the regular
class structure in the fall, i.e. no
need for a specific Grade 4 class.

Melodee has begun filling the roster
for the Fall. Family Camp has been
booked for the weekend of June 1921, with the theme of “Castaway
Camp”. The Parents and Tots group
is attracting some new members; Melodee is supported in this ministry by
Dave Smith. The Colleges and Careers Group continues under the leadership of Lauren Barbour and has
attracted some new members. On
April 23, the group met with some
people from the Aboriginal community and learned more about the Truth
and Reconciliation process.
Ministerial Staff also provided written reports to Council; highlights
follow. In addition to the report from
the Christian Enrichment Committee
above, Melodee Lovering reported
that she attended a conference entitled “ Cruxifusion” from April 26-30;
this was a gathering of about 85
somewhat more orthodox United
Church clergy, many in their 20s and
30s, from all across Canada, sharing
concerns about the future of the
church. The Technology Committee
continues to explore options for projection systems; a proposal will be
presented to Council on June 2.
DaleSong continues to practice on
Thursday evenings and have led music in worship in past months as well
as contributing pieces to the Easter
and Anniversary Services; they will
help lead worship on May 24 and
June 14. The Tough Guys and Drama
Queens series is providing an important lens on issues that challenge
teens and families today and Melodee
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Christianity in Context

with one another, and it is always
joyfully anticipated by our elder
saints. Debbie continued her Spiritual Directors Course with her second
week of residency at Five Oaks during the week of May 4, a time of
spiritual renewal and reawakening,
and looks forward to sharing all that
she has learned in upcoming times
we will spend together.

is assisted in leading this by Wendy
Fitzgerald and Ellen Andrews. Key
concepts being discussed include the
sense today’s youth have that perfection is expected of them and the
resulting epidemic of anxiety and
depression in this demographic. Another theme is teens’ over-exposure
to everything, and the technological
world which makes it harder for
them to make the real connections
they crave. Melodee also extended
her thanks for the cards and expressions of sympathy that she and her
husband Jack received on the passing of Jack’s sister Mary in April.

Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey reported
a successful Lenten Study based on
John Ortberg’s “The Life You’ve
Always Wanted”, which was attended by an average of 44 people during the six-week study. The tenweek Tuesday morning Bible study
focused on the lives and witness of
some of the unsung characters of
Scripture, and opened up new vistas
of faith and understanding for all
participants. Holy Week and Easter
provided several opportunities for
spiritual blessing: a few long-time
Parkdalers participated in the Maundy Thursday Communion and Footwashing service for the first time
and found it to be profoundly moving; once again, the Prayer Vigil
provided an opportunity to participate in the witness of prayer for our
congregation, our neighbourhood,
city and country, and for our world.
The Good Friday service was especially poignant this year, and Easter
Sunday provided a joyous release to
all. Hallelujah! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!

Rev. Debbie Roi reported that the
new monthly study group based on
the book The Blessing by Dr. John
Trent has been blessed with diversity and the wisdom of each participant. The group has explored what it
means to fully receive blessing and
what it means to offer blessing with
grace. The springboard has been the
story from Genesis 27: the story of
Jacob receiving the blessing intended for Esau. It is Debbie’s hope that
a natural consequence of this group
will be that as a congregation we
may become more intentional about
how we bless each other. Debbie
also reported on the March 22nd congregational event on the topic of
grief, which was a reminder that
grief does not have a timetable and
that there is a need for gentleness
and prayer when we find ourselves
in this season. The Special Communion held on April12th was a
wonderful Eastering moment, a time
of deep connection with God and

Anthony also reported on the pilgrimage to Turkey enjoyed by members of Parkdale and Runnymede
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from April 7-22. A deeper appreciation emerged, not only for the country and people of Turkey, but also
for the faithfulness and dedication of
Paul and early missioners as they
traversed hostile terrain and met
with hostile receptions as they
preached the gospel on their missionary journeys. Participants will
share their photos, stories and inspiration with fellow Parkdalers at
some future date.

ciliation Committee and Anthony
added his words of gratitude to those
of the MOJ Committee for the leadership of Elise Mennie in this regard.
We pray that God will give us, as a
congregation and a country, the will
and commitment to continue walking
the path of reconciliation with the
Aboriginal community.
Anthony noted that he would be
away on Study Leave from May 1115, attending and preaching at the
annual Festival of Homiletics in
Denver, Colorado.

Anthony is currently preparing five
couples for marriage, with weddings
taking place between the months of
June and December. In addition,
orientation sessions for prospective
new members began on May 4, with
sixteen people gathered to learn
more about Parkdale and our ministries. The reception of new members
is planned for June 28, 2015.

ERROR NOTICE: The March
Messenger included a report on the
Annual General Meeting that included reference to a motion that approved the transfer of $23,220 from
the Memorial Fund to write off the
deficit. The correct amount of the
transfer to write off the net deficit in
the General and Capital funds is
$2,577. I apologize for any confusion
or concern that this error may have
caused.

Parkdale has been very active in the
events around the Truth and Recon-
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Submitted by Helen
Hayes
Murder

Mystery at Parkdale!

Parkdale’s Debbie Roi surprised and impressed the audience with her performance as
part of the cast of a “Murder Mystery” dinner theatre event, held in Tape Hall on April
26. The highly entertaining evening was sponsored by the Mission, Outreach & Justice
Committee, and the funds raised will help to support our Syrian refugee family, which
is hopefully expected to arrive later this year.
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Namby: This is the first time that
you have admitted, at least to me,
that you have a ‘better half”. Are
you sure that spring isn’t making
you giddy too?

SO, ARE YOU HAPPY?
Namby: Good morning, Pamby.
Pamby: And a good morning to
you as well, Namby. Looks as if
spring is here to stay.

Pamby: Spring may have something
to do with it, but it’s also some of
the stuff that I have been reading.

Namby: Yes, the air is fresh, there
is more sun although we are getting
some rain and did you notice that
people are smiling more?

Namby: Really? So the wise and
thoughtful Pamby is reading stuff
that makes him giddy? And do you
care to share the secret?

Pamby: Tell me about it. I almost
passed out when two of the people
who work in my office, whom we
have nicknamed Mr. and Mrs.
Grouch, actually said “good morning” to me and risked a smile.

Pamby: It’s no secret. I discovered
“the Happiness Garden” last week.
Namby: What? I thought that kind
of Garden had disappeared ever
since Adam and Eve were kicked
out of the Garden of Eden.

Namby: I’m doing better than you.
Our Mr. and Mrs. Grumpy have a
new habit of telling a “daily” joke.
I’m so surprised and embarrassed
that I have to laugh.

Pamby: Not at all. According to
what I have been reading, we poor
beggars have been trying to get
back what they lost ever since.

Pamby: And aren’t you seeing
more couples holding hands, taking
walks and looking at each other as
if they are in Wonderland?

Namby: Stop talking to me in riddles! Tell me up front what you
mean.

Namby: Well, sometimes! I’m usually busy holding my husband’s
hand and chatting with him when
we are walking in the neighbourhood park.

Pamby: We are all pursuing happiness. It’s not only the Americans.
There is a Happiness Research Institute in Copenhagen, Denmark
which does Happiness studies. They
set up The Happiness Garden.

Pamby: Well, I’m not going to brag
like you, but my better half and I
are making more time for each
other.

Namby: Okay! So, if we took a trip
we would find happiness there?
Pamby: I wouldn’t swear to that,
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head that having a romantic relationship was the recipe for happiness, eh?

but last year they had everything
from pumpkins to peas.
Namby: You are kidding me again.
I thought that we were speaking
about something serious, like Happiness.

Namby: That was until you learned
that there were other recipes such as
“The Golden Mean”.
Pamby: Isn’t that the same as saying, “Don’t do anything to excess?”

Pamby: That doesn’t mean that we
shouldn’t get a laugh out of it.
There is no secret here. It’s a real
garden planted in the city. It’s a
way of bringing people together
who have a common interest.

Namby: Yes, and then there were
“the Jesus people” who made it
seem very simple by telling us that
“Christ” was the answer.

Namby: And who have green fingers as well?

Pamby: That’s right! Up to today
I’m fascinated when I hear people
sing “O Happy Day when Jesus
washed my sins away”. It’s such a
catchy tune that anybody who sings
it seems happy.

Pamby: Now it’s your turn to be
funny, isn’t it?
Namby: Okay, tell me more. What
do pumpkins, peas, green fingers
and common interests have to do
with Happiness? Are they some
kind of recipe?

Namby: Talking about singing, my
grandmother used to tell us that she
stopped going to church when she
saw that some of the most respected
members didn’t really care for the
poor or people who didn’t dress as
well or were less educated than
them .

Pamby: No, but it’s what happens
when people come together to
plant, to make the garden. They
are likely to form relationships and
the research shows that people who
have good relationships have a better chance at Happiness than those
who don’t.

Pamby: But I always heard that you
had to believe for yourself, that you
shouldn’t let the hypocrisy of others
make you lose your chance for happiness.

Namby: It makes me think of all
those romance stories I used to
read in my teens, don’t you remember? Almost every one ended
with the lovers living happily ever
after.
Pamby: So the idea formed in your

Namby: My grandmother was a
strange woman. My mother told us
that, although she stopped going to
church, she would pound out hymns
on the family piano every Sunday
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“At the cross, at the cross
Where I first saw the light
And the burden of my heart rolled
away
It was there by faith I received my
sight
And now I’m happy all the day”.

evening at six o’clock.
Pamby: You’re kidding me.
Namby: And do you know which
was her favourite?
Pamby: Was it “What a friend we
have in Jesus?”

Copyright @ John Harewood

Namby: She liked that one, but my
grandmother was a radical and a
poet. She would give a blast to

Parkdale Book Cluv
June 14
God's Bits of Wood
by Sembene Ousmane. 1960.
Senegalese author’s novel of a railway strike in Senegal in the 40's,
examining colonialism's many faces.
All Welcome!
Meet in the Ladies Parlor after church on book club days.
Bring a lunch.
If you have any questions please email either Marlene MacLean
(marlenemaclean@gmail.com) or Heather Brophy
(h.brophy@sympatico.ca).
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RECIPE
MANDARIN ORANGE CAKE
Submitted by Jean Creighton
Karen, a dear friend of mine brought this cake to our cottage many years
ago. It has been a family favourite ever since.

1 cup sugar
1 cup flour
1/2 tsp salt
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp vanilla
1 egg
1 can (10 oz.) whole mandarin orange segments, drained (keep juice
for any other use)
Stir 3 minutes approximately. The mixture will appear dry but keep stirring.
BAKE at 350 degrees for 30 minutes in a greased 8” cake pan.
TOPPING:
3/4 cup brown sugar
3 tbsp butter
3 tbsp milk
Boil for 1 min.
Using a skewer prick holes in the top of the cake and pour on the topping
over warm cake. Can be served warm garnished with whip cream.
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Friendship hike at
Lusk Falls
Elaine West crosses "the
Jordan" as she sings
"What a wonderful
world".
Thanks to Helen Hayes
for organizing and leading the 4-hour hike and
providing nutritious
snacks!
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Tree of Thought
by Sylvia Helen Vincent c 1995
Think of a tree when you ponder thought.
The trunk is very full.
It is sound and strong when in good health,
Harsh storms won’t make it fall.
Its boughs reach out to touch the air
And whisper as they sway,
So thought can penetrate the mind
To make or mar a day.
The leaves that spread and colour life
Are like the thoughts in mind.
They fill the soul with great content
Providing thoughts are kind.
Sometimes the leaves are cloaked with dust
As thoughts will cloak with fear
Then needed are the rains to cleanse,
To strengthen mind with prayer.
And then the time will come to pass
That seeds begin to drop.
And as with thoughts, the seeds are spread:
Good thought will reap good crop.
Think of a tree when you think at all.
The leaves are firm to touch.
Let tree, the bough and leaves so guide
For these can teach so much.
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We enjoy meeting you and being together in ministry. Parkdale’s
congregation responds to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings by:

Uniting in joyful worship as an
act of praise and gratitude, for inspiration and guidance
Providing learning opportunities
for the Christian way of life and
to enhance
Biblical literacy

Supporting each other through
pastoral care and concern

Reaching out to people in need
Promoting justice
Praying for guidance,
wisdom, and support.
Visitors and newcomers to Parkdale:
Please be on the look-out for our hospitality team who wear
pale yellow nametags and would be happy to meet you and answer your questions. Ask for the ‘Welcome to Parkdale’ edition
of the Messenger, which has a striking goldenrod cover.
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