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See: http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions

FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK

from these.
This is true
for us as communities of
faith and as individuals.

Pilgrimage into
Lenten Space
C.S. Lewis points out in his essay, “The Trouble with X”, that
we don’t seem to have any trouble spotting the fatal flaw in almost everyone we meet, even
our family and our closest
friends. ‘So and so is smart and
athletic, but if only it weren’t for
his or her....’ The problem, he
continues, is that most of us
don’t see as clearly that fatal
flaw in ourselves. We rationalize
away mistakes or weaknesses
and focus more on our good intentions and the ‘positive’ things
about ourselves.

Holy gospel questions are a good
way to ‘provoke’ this kind of
journey. I say provoke because
most of us do not choose to navigate this terrain of the soul willingly. “What about you? Who
do you say I am?” Jesus asks his
disciples. “What would you like
me to do for you?” Jesus asks
blind Bartimaeus. “Are you
asleep?” Jesus asks Simon Peter.
“How many loaves do you
have?” Jesus asks his disciples.
“Are you envious because I am
generous?” – a question posed in
the parable of the workers in the
vineyard. “What is it you
want?” Jesus asks the mother of
James and John. “What is the
Kingdom of God like?” Jesus
asks reflectively. “Can you
drink the cup I am going to
drink?” Jesus asks James and
John regarding their quest to rule
with him. “Why have you forsaken me?” Jesus prays on the
Cross using the words of Psalm
22.

Rev. Alcris’ Lenten initiative
entitled ‘Our Camino’, featuring
the reflections on scripture passages by Parkdalers is brilliant. It
reminds us that we all contribute
and benefit from engaging with
the Lenten season. The Christian
pilgrimage that is the Lenten
season is a spiritual bidding to
engage deeply, honestly and
courageously the kinds of holy
questions that will excavate the
truth about us; namely the truth
about our spiritual life, identity
and character; all else springs

If we reflected...I mean really
prayed over and took to heart
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these questions during our Lenten sojourn, what might happen
in us and to us?

and of punishments there for
wrongdoing in this life. But now
the soul is tormented by a doubt
whether they may not be true.
Maybe from the weakness of old
age, or perhaps now that he is
nearer to what lies beyond, he
begins to get some glimpses of it
himself.

Perhaps the most significant reason that Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday – and the words
‘You are dust and to dust you
shall return’ – is that theologically and psychologically speaking, the sober acknowledgement
of our mortality and finitude, has
the distinct capacity to clarify and
focus our purpose
for living. It also
reminds us not to
get too big for our
britches – so to
speak. That is,
though made in
the image of God
and called to goodness and the
way of Christ, we are bedevilled
by sin and fear and rebellion.

The truth is: we need God. Not
because we should be afraid of
“another world and
of punishments”,
but because we
want to embrace,
honour and enjoy
this life that we
have been given.
Lent is about spiritually, intellectually, psychologically, ethically, and emotionally
discovering—or in the case of
some—rediscovering, how much
we need God and how we are
supposed to be stewarding this
gift we call life.

I am reminded of the ancient
words of Cephalus, the elderly
father of Polemarchus, in the
opening chapter of Plato’s Republic:

There is no formula or 10-step
recipe to fully being encountered
by God. Lent, however, provides
us a tried and true ‘40-day conversation space’ where we can
cede our fear to God and risk vulnerability and the frightening joy
of sitting with truth. In this confluence of doubt, anxiety, tears,
silence, discomfort, insight, new

I can tell you, Socrates, that
when the prospect of dying is
near at hand, a man begins to
feel some alarm about things
that never troubled him before.
He may have laughed at those
stories they tell of another world
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action and maybe even elation
and bliss, we have permission to
acknowledge like Job:
I go forward, but God is not
there; backward, but still I cannot see Him.
On one hand I look, but God is
not to be found; on the other, but
there is no sign of Him…
Oh that I knew where I might find
God that I might come into
His presence. (Job 23:8-9, 3)

our supposed control, to precipitate us into this realization; this
truth.
Consider the example of Douglas
Coupland – originator of the term
Generation X. In his book Life After God, he highlights a collection
of short stories told by thirtysomething folks bruised and battered by
circumstances in life and poor
choices, and tries to make sense of
the first generation of parents that
stopped believing in God. In the
book, Coupland includes something of his own story. Having a
materially abundant upbringing
that “rendered any discussion of
transcendental ideas pointless” he
comes to describe himself as a
“broken person.” He writes:

However, even if this resonates
with our experience, this ‘Lenten
space’ is also an invitation to experience deeply and well the import of the Psalmist’s confession:
Where can I go from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you are
there.
If I make my bed in Sheol, you
are there.
If I take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of
the sea,
even there your hand shall lead
me,
your right hand shall hold me.
(Psalm 139:7-12)

“I have an unsecure and vaguely
crappy job with an amoral corporation so that I don’t have to worry
about money. I put up with halfway relationships so as not to have
to worry about loneliness. I have
lost the ability to recapture the purer feelings of my younger years in
exchange for a streamlined narrow
-mindedness that I assumed would
propel me to ‘the top’. What a
joke!”

What we are gifted to realize is
that we cannot escape God and
that it is God who is seeking us.
For many of us, it takes something beyond ourselves, or out of

He begins to suspect that there is a
budding unknown secret that is
trying to reveal itself to him. Finally he gives into it:
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to help me love, as I seem beyond being able to love.”

“Now – here is my secret: I tell it
to you with an openness of heart
that I doubt I shall ever achieve
again, so I pray that you are in a
quiet room as you hear these
words. My secret is that I need
God – that I am sick and can no
longer make it alone. I need God
to help me give, because I no
longer seem to be capable of giving; to help me be kind, as I no
longer seem capable of kindness;

Come with me...or rather, let us
go with God deep into this Lenten space and be grasped by the
awesome heart and womb of
God.
Lenten grace and joy to you
Your fellow sojourner
Anthony

I have more than I prayed for
By Catherine Doherty
I prayed to God for songs and laughter. He gave me tears instead. I
prayed for life in valleys green, full of harvest rich. He led me through
deserts arid and heights where show alone could feel at home.
I prayed for sun, lots of dancing, and sparkling rivers to sail upon. He
gave me nights, quite dark, starless, and thirst to guide me through its
waste.
But now I know I was foolish, for I have more than I prayed for.
I have the Son for a bridegroom. The music of his voice is a valley
green, and river sparkling on which I sail. My soul is dancing, dancing
with endless joy in the dark night he shares with me.

Posted by Luci Shaw in ‘Witnesses to hope’
https://witnessestohope.org/category/poetry/shaw-luci/page/4/
Submitted by Elaine West
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE
“All God’s Creation is Very Good”
Friday, March 2, 2018
7:00 p.m.
St. George’s Roman
Catholic Church
415 Piccadilly Avenue
(off Wellington St, just east of
Island Park Drive)
A warm invitation is extended to all Parkdale
members and their friends to join our neighbouring west end churches on Friday, March
2, for the World Day of Prayer service.
Written by the World Day of Prayer Committee of Suriname, the service focuses on the theme “All God’s creation
is Very Good.” Following the service, there will be a reception for an
opportunity to meet with friends from neighbouring churches.
Participating churches are: Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Roman
Catholic Church, Parkdale United Church, Kitchissippi United Church,
Woodroffe United Church, St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, St.
Martin’s Anglican Church, Bromley Road Baptist Church, and the host
church, St. George’s Roman Catholic Church. Come join your local
sisters and brothers, in solidarity with fellow Christians from around
the world, by participating in the World Day of Prayer.
For further information, contact Beth Gutsell at 613-729-8228.
Note to those with limited mobility:
Use the lower entrance, off the parking lot closest to Piccadilly Avenue
and near the steps to the main church entrance. Inside the lower entrance, there is an elevator going up to the sanctuary level.
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Remembering
Please keep the families of the
following loved ones in your
prayers:
Passed away in January
Goldie Greene
Mary Duquette
Passed away in February
Joyce Thomas
Gertrude Daniels
Jim Currie
Joyce Sibanda
Deb Patterson and Linda Thompson’s father and mother
Mary Tsikouras’ mother
Rev. Debbie Roi’s brother
Karenza Sutton’s mother
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LECTIONARY FOR MARCH
Third Sunday in Lent - March 4, 2018
- Exodus 20:1-17
- Psalm 19
- 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
- John 2:13-22
Fourth Sunday in Lent - March 11, 2018
- Numbers 21:4-9
- Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
- Ephesians 2:1-10
- John 3:14-21
Fifth Sunday in Lent - March 18, 2018
- Jeremiah 31:31-34
- Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16
- Hebrews 5:5-10
- John 12:20-33
Liturgy of the Palms - March 25, 2018
- Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
- Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16
Liturgy of the Passion - March 25, 2018
- Isaiah 50:4-9a
- Psalm 31:9-16
- Philippians 2:5-11
- Mark 14:1-15:47 or Mark 15:1-39, (40-47)
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New Members
On Sunday, December 17th, we were blessed to have 13 new members
join Parkdale.
Before the service, the Membership Development Committee hosted a
breakfast when members of Council had the opportunity to welcome our
new members.
During the service they were formally accepted as members either by
• Transfer of Membership from another church
• Affirmation of Faith (and Adult Baptism)
• Re-affirmation of Faith

Pictured from left to right: Trevor Priddle, Norma Williams, Mylcha
Kerr-Faucher, Jill Williams, Gloria Wright, Judy Reid, David Reid,
Wayne Daniels, Kate Thompson, John Kennedy. Missing are: Edward
Ellis, Jono and Jill Harmer-Wilson (who had to leave early to prepare for
the service).
Submitted by Marilyn Hahn
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Sound Team Farewell to Gary

The Sound Team got together on January 21st to bid farewell to Gary
Crocker, on his last Sunday behind the sound board, after 12 years of
dedicated service on the team. Gary and his wife Trudy have retired to
British Columbia.
Pictured here are all of the team members: Marc, Richard, Gary, Zaya,
Allan and Chris.
Submitted by Richard Hamley
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Confirmation 2018

From left to right: Jayde Williams-Priddie, Alexander Fitzgerald, Callum Underhill, Tavian Hamer-Wilson, Destin Amisi, Fred Andrews.

By Melodee Lovering
It was a great privilege to work
with these six youth as we
walked together through the fundamentals of the faith based on
the United Church Creed; We are
not alone…we live in God’s
world…we believe in Jesus, crucified and risen…[God] works in
us and others by the Spirit…we
are called to be the church…”

retreat where we bowled, lunched
out and watched the movie, “The
Shack”, the youth reviewed what
they already knew and considered
whether being confirmed in this
faith was something they wanted
to do. Ultimately all six youth
answered “yes” to this question.
Four of them were also baptised
on Confirmation Sunday, January 28, 2018. Additionally, Eliana Hamer-Wilson was also baptised.

During the course of six weeks
of lessons including a day-long
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That day we enjoyed a new members’ breakfast hosted by the
membership committee. The
youth and their families watched
a powerpoint production that
showed pictures of them from
babyhood to the present day,
sometimes to their chagrin!
During the service, DaleSong led
in music and the whole youth
class performed a tableau based
on Nehemiah 9:9-23, a passage
that summarizes the history of the
Israelite’s freedom from slavery
in Egypt, journey through the
wilderness, and reaching the
promised land. During the theme
talk, the ups and downs of this
journey were likened to the challenges of leading a Christian life
and reminded us that although we
will fail God at times, He always
forgives and God will never fail
us. Other highlights of the service included solos by members
of the confirmands’ families:
Scott Andrews, Jill HamerWilson, and Jaelon Williams.

ment and guidance, and stand up
with them at the Confirmation
ceremony during the laying on of
hands. We are so grateful to the
six men and women who rose to
this challenge: Matt Baker, Hazel Bowen, Paul Crabtree, Jono
Hamer-Wilson, John Harewood,
and Rob Hilkes. I know that
having the support of these mentors was very meaningful to the
youth involved.
As well as reciting the UC creed
during the service and basing our
study program on that creed,
each youth was asked to write
his or her own personal reflection on their understanding of
what it means to them to be a
follower of Jesus, and to speak
these out during the confirmation. This was a particularly
moving part of the service. Below I have included the text of
these creeds.
Destin Amisi
I believe in God
I believe that His Son Jesus is
our Saviour
I believe that He watches over us
and listens to our prayers and He
loves us unconditionally good or
bad.
I believe that I should express
this in my church and everywhere around me
I believe that the Lord will fill

This was the fifth Confirmation
class at Parkdale of which I have
been a part. For the first time,
each youth was mentored by an
individual from the congregation
who covenanted to pray for the
teen they had been paired with,
communicate with them during
the process, provide encourage-
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my life with happiness and yours
too
I believe that the Lord will be
waiting for me in heaven with
open arms and He will say: do
not be afraid you are in my arms
you are in peace

In my world, by having Christian
values and respecting all people.
When I go to Heaven, I want to
hear God say to me you have
done well.

Freddy Andrews

I believe in God the Father, who
created, loves and continues to
create this world
I believe that Jesus lived among
us, died for us, rose from the
dead, and He sends us into the
world.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, who
guides us and works through us.
I believe the church is a community in which we can serve, worship, learn from, and meet God.
I believe I should serve God:
 In my community by loving
and serving others and by
shining God’s light onto
them.
 In my church, by giving God
time, money, and worship
 In the world by giving food
to the hungry, water to the
thirsty, a home for the
stranger, clothes for the naked, care for the sick, and
justice for those who have
been mistreated.
When I go to Heaven, I want to
hear God say, “Well done, good
and faithful servant! Come and
share your Master’s happiness.

Tavian Hamer-Wilson

I believe that Jesus died for my
sins
I believe in the power of God
I believe that church is an important part of my life
I believe that God has a plan for
me
I want to spend the rest of my
life close with God
I want to be active in my church
I want to help others find God
I want to get even closer with
God
Alexander Fitzgerald
I believe God the Father sacrificed his son so we could have
eternal life.
I believe Jesus is my Lord and
Savior.
I believe my Church is a safe
place for everybody to go to.
I believe my service to God
should be in my community,
by being kind and helping others.
In my Church, I will learn and
teach about God.
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Callum Underhill

Jayde Williams-Priddie

I believe that God is in our minds
and actions
I believe that God believes in us
to take care of his creation
I believe that He would like us to
teach those younger than ourselves and also know that mistakes are OK
When I get to heaven, I'd like to
hear God say He has accepted me
for who I am.

I believe in God the Father, for
he is everywhere
I believe Jesus is the son who
was sent down to lead us on the
right path
I believe the Holy Spirit is a
voice leading us to do the right
thing
I believe that my service to God
should be:
In my community to help
those in need
In my church to teach others
about God
In the world to spread God’s
Word
When I go to Heaven I want to
hear God say: welcome Child.
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Birthdays in March
Our warmest greetings to:

2nd
4th
4th
5th
6th
7th
7th
8th
9th
9th
11th
15th
16th
16th
19th
20th
20th
22nd
26th
26th
29th
29th
30th

Parkdale Book Cluv
March 18
Secondhand Time
by Svetlana Alexievich

Richard Hamley
Sofia McLean
Thomas Cuhaci
Zoe Harewood
Ava Ahronson
Barbara Faught
Edward Ellis
Margaret Eades
Marguerite Brown
Sam Tim
Gabriella Jeglic
Pierre Barbeau
Nicole Osterkruger
Adele Harman
Jonah Hamer-Wilson
Neil Mason
Tristan Higham
Donald Duncan
Tom Grozinger
Alex Johnson
Asher Fincham
Shemond Charley
Susan Pfister

April 15
No Great Mischief
By Alistair McLeod
All Welcome!
Meet in the Ladies Parlor after
church on book club days.
(You don't have to bring a lunch!)

If you would like your birthday to be a
secret and your name taken off the list,
or if your name was not included and
you would like it to be added, please let
the office know.
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RECIPE
SPICY BAKED PEARS AND YOGURT
(Serves 10)
I chose this one because it’s quite simple to make, and it finishes off a
dinner without a lot of guilt!
A light and easy to make dessert, it seems to satisfy those of us with a
sweet tooth, yet it isn’t rich or heavy. Lorraine Hanna

½ cup firmly-packed brown sugar
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
½ tsp. ground mace
1/8 tsp. ground cloves
5 firm ripe pears
¼ cup butter
¾ cup orange juice
2 cups vanilla nonfat yogurt
Fresh nutmeg
In a 9x13″ casserole dish, mix sugar, cinnamon, mace, cloves and
spread evenly.
Rinse pears, cut in half lengthwise, remove core and stem.
Lay pears, cut side down, single layer on sugar mixture. Dot with
butter and pour orange juice over fruit.
Bake in a 350 degree oven until sauce is bubbly and hot (approx.
20 min.)
Transfer pears to bowls, spoon sauce over. Top each with dollop
of yogurt and nutmeg.
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Baptisms Feb 11th

Brian Innes and Lacey DeVresse with their daughter Vayda Madeleine Innes

Tyler Botten and Janet Lo and their daughter Zoë Alexis Lo Botten
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Worshiplude 2018
chair. This theme, “A Dash of
Salt” was based on Matthew
5:13-16 – “you are the salt of the
earth.”
The bands Stream and Jam
rocked the building and the
Rideau Park Youth brought
more bells than ever. It was a
great evening!
submitted by Melodee Lovering

As usual, our own youth came
during the afternoon to help set
up the church for the event.
They were busy moving chairs
out of the choir loft and putting
in tables. They fetched garbage
cans and recycling bins and
helped put everything back
when the evening was over.
During the service they were the
communion serving team, the

Parkdale has been the home of
Ottawa Presbytery’s Worshiplude
for the last three years. This is an
event that gathers United Church
youth from all over Quebec and
Ontario for the first weekend of
Winterlude. Youth groups come,
sleep on host church floors, enjoy
the fun of Winterlude, then gather
on Saturday night for pizza, then
for a massive worship gathering.
There are usually two bands, the
teen bell choir from Rideau Park,
drama, special speakers ranging
from the Moderator to our own
Dr. Anthony Bailey. This year on
Saturday Feb 3rd, we invited
back Andrew Hyde, the former
Ottawa Presbytery Youth Minister. He spoke on the theme derived by the Youth and Young
Adult (YAYA) committee of the
presbytery, of which I am the
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our gratitude for being present all
afternoon and evening, keeping
things clean with all the 300–400
pairs of winter boots brought in
by the attending youth.
The future of Worshiplude is
uncertain at this point as the personnel and groups that organize
and carry it through are dependent on a presbytery that will not
exist by the end of 2018. Hilary
Merritt, the youth minister for
Ottawa presbytery, has been told
she is not guaranteed a position
past the end of this year. YAYA
is a committee of Ottawa Presbytery. This may have been the last
Worshiplude.

offering team, and at the last moment they were asked to pull
together a tableau based on the
scripture passage. Thanks to all
the youth who helped out and to
the parents who chaperoned including; Ellen Andrews, Rhonda
Johns, and Jocelyn BardenUnderhill.

Thanks go to Parkdale Church
for being willing hosts for this
really excellent gathering. To
hear so many youth raising the
roof with their voices in praise to
God is inspiring.
The experience our
Parkdale youth have
in offering hospitality, serving communion, etc. is a beautiful, practical learning in service to our
Lord. Not all youth
groups get this kind
of opportunity.

Special thanks to Richard Hamley and Mark
Lavoie who were there
for a good part of the
day assisting the bands,
setting up for those
who were speaking,
and helping the projectionist. They were still
there when I left, putting microphones and
equipment away. Sung
and Carol also deserve

21

IN FROM THE COLD MINISTRY UPDATE
Number of guests served:
January 27 134
February 3 110
February 10 115
February 17 106

Good news!
Thanks to a member of the
congregation who mentioned
our need for a chef to a neighbour, Ian Harrington is working with one of our kitchen
teams and continuing to plan,
prepare and serve excellent
meals. We are most grateful.

The Literacy Table
On behalf of the guests and volunteers at the Literacy Table, I
would like to extend a heartfelt thanks for the hundreds of calendars and Christmas cards that you donated in 2017. We have also
appreciated the reading material and reusable bags provided to
date. As we begin the final weeks of the 2017-18 season of IFTC,
our stock of the following is depleted:
National Geographic magazines (any vintage), craft books pertaining to knitting, crocheting, drawing/sketching and woodworking, and coffee table and large-print books. If you can help us
replenish our stock, we would be delighted! All reading material
can be dropped off in the green bin outside
the chapel or given to a Literacy Table volunteer any Saturday until March 24, 2018.
Thank you for your continuing interest and
support of the Literacy Table.
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All In from the Cold
Volunteers:

POTLUCK SUPPER!
Thursday, April 5, 2018
5:30 p.m.
Tape Hall
Parkdale United Church,
Please bring salad, main course or
dessert
Please reserve Thursday evening, April 5th for
this opportunity to invite our generous donors and
together give thanks for our meaningful Ministry.
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What Makes a Vital and Growing Congregation
So what does make a vital and growing United Church congregation?
That was the theme question posed by Norm Tape to a roundtable of the
Parkdale Men’s Group on Saturday morning, January 20.
More specifically, Norm asked the Men’s Group to explore three issues:
1. Why is Parkdale United Church successful?
2. What factors could lead to its decline?
3. What do we do to ensure continued success?
Here is what participants came up with. (The ideas are not listed in any
particular order.)
1. Why is Parkdale United Church successful?
- a strong community outreach program
- a diverse congregation (culturally, generationally, etc.)
- excellent preaching and messaging
- recruit staff well, and pay them well
- good communications (Messenger, web site, etc.)
- strong leadership (clergy and lay)
- extensive range of programs for all ages
- many different kinds of opportunities to serve
- clergy well-connected to the community
- excellent variety in the music program
- good audio-visual facilities
- Parkdale well-recognized in the community
- a critical mass of people, programs, and services
- people-centred, welcoming, and caring congregation
- we spend what is necessary to maintain our facilities, programs, etc.
- continuity in leadership (clergy and lay)
- receptive to change
- Jesus-centred
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2. What factors could lead to our decline?
- changes in ministry and personnel
- loss of key volunteers (lack of succession planning, volunteer burnout, etc.)
- more limited range of activities
- aging of our congregation
- limitations of, or changes to, our facilities
- decline in funding / givings
- catastrophic event (fire, etc.)
- poor Presbytery leadership
- weak leadership (clergy or lay)
- uninspiring sermons
- lack of youth programs and Sunday School
- competition from other activities outside church
- decline in quality, leadership, participation in the music program
- no longer Jesus-centred and God-focussed
3. What do we do to ensure continued success?
- invest in programming (spend the money)
- continue to pray and care for others and ourselves
- maintain our community organization and involvement
- encourage and equip current members and adherents to act as ambassadors for our ministry
- work to retain members, not simply recruit new ones
- evangelize / invite others to Parkdale
- continue our tradition of excellent preaching
- pay above-average remuneration
- continue our strong pastoral care program
- build and support our youth group and Sunday School
- do not overwork key volunteers
- improve succession planning for volunteers
- know when to stop / change programs
- learn from our mistakes / engage in continuous learning / be innovative
- implement an invitation program for new residents in the surrounding
community
- improve facility access
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- stay positive and optimistic
- maintain our role in the world
- maintain our welcoming, hospitable atmosphere
- stay grounded in the faith
By coincidence, an Atlantic School of Theology research project, led
by Dr. Rob Fennell and Dr. Russ Daye, and supported by the United
Church of Canada Foundation, is also looking at what makes for thriving congregations. Parkdale is part of that study. Its results will start to
be released later this year. The ideas generated by the Men’s Group
have been shared with the AST researchers. We look forward to learning the results of their study and how they compare with our own
thoughts.
Submitted by John Butcher
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Images & Stories

Pilgrimage to Israel and Jordan
Friday, March 23
7 pm
Parkdale United Church, Women’s Parlour
A pilgrimage to Israel, Jordan and the ancient city of Petra was led
by Rev. Anthony Bailey and Rev. Don Gibson from March 9th to
22nd, 2017. Join us as Parkdale members share their reflections on
this meaningful adventure.

Monastery at Petra with Anthony and Wendy Bailey.
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Living into Right Relations
Equity for First Nations
Children

Bill C-262 to implement
UNDRIP

On Feb 1st, 2018, the Canadian
Human Rights Tribunal issued its
fourth non-compliance order
against the federal government,
concerning the January 2016 ruling that found Canada to be discriminating against First Nations
children. Unequal funding for
child and family services on reserves was found to lead to massive removal of children from
their families to foster care. The
tribunal admonishes the federal
government for its continued reliance on the incremental approach
to equity that fostered the discrimination in the first place. Effective immediately, the federal
government is required to provide funding for prevention and
other items at actual cost to First
Nations Child and Family Service Agencies. Source: https://
fncaringsociety.com/i-am-witness

On Feb 7th, the House of Commons passed on 2nd reading Bill
C-262, An Act to ensure that the
laws of Canada are in harmony
with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP). Now the bill
goes to committee for study and
then to a third and final reading.
If it becomes law, C-262 would
require: 1) a process for the review of federal laws to ensure
consistency with the standards set
out in UNDRIP, 2) the government to work with Indigenous
peoples to develop a national action plan to implement the declaration, and 3) annual reporting to
parliament on progress made toward implementation.
From the United Church of Canada website, Reconciliation and
indigenous justice: “We are
thankful to all those members of
the United Church, the ecumenical community, and other groups
who took the time to write or talk
to their members of Parliament on this important issue.”
http://www.united-church.ca/social-action/
justice-initiatives/reconciliation-andindigenous-justice
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Odawa’s Early Childhood
Centre at St-Paul’s Eastern
United Church

Mark your calendar!
Akikodjiwan – Chaudière
“Spirituality is Unity Walk”
On June 22nd

Rev. Laurie McKnight announced that the Odawa Native
Friendship Centre was granted
$3.5 million by the Government
of Ontario to establish an Early
Years Centre in the lower hall of
St. Paul’s Eastern United
Church; $1.5 million will be used
to renovate the lower hall. (St.
Paul’s Eastern is located at Cumberland and Daly in Sandy Hill).
A lease has been prepared for
approval. St. Paul’s Eastern received a $20,000 grant for “soft
expenses” from the United
Church’s Embracing the Spirit
program. This program, funded
through Mission and Service givings, supports innovative initiatives.
Source: Beth Gutsell and Presbytery minutes of Jan 9, 2018

The “Spirituality is Unity” walk
in support of faith and spirituality, and the protection of the sacred Algonquin site at Akikodjiwan-Chaudière, will take place
on June 22nd, 2018, beginning at
10:30 am on Victoria Island and
ending on Parliament Hill at approximately 1 pm.
Elder Albert Dumont writes to all
friends of Akikodjiwan:
“With hopeful hearts, we ask that
you join us on another peaceful
walk in support of faith and spirituality. The bloodline, the sacred
circle of life, yours and ours,
calls on us to walk together in the
aura of Creator’s love for the betterment of water and all which
need it to live.”

UN World Water Day
March 22nd
This year’s theme is
‘Nature for Water’, exploring
nature-based solutions to the
world’s water challenges. Damaged ecosystems affect the quantity and quality of water available
for human consumption—2.1
billion people live without safe
drinking water at home.
http://worldwaterday.org/
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GETTING IT BACK
Namby: Good morning, Pamby.

It’s what I have been hearing from
two of my friends that’s bugging
me.

Pamby: And a good morning to you
as well, Namby.

Namby: Like what? Or is it private
and confidential?

Namby: Wow! It makes my day to
hear such an upbeat greeting.

Pamby: It can’t be. I’m not sworn to
any secrecy but I won’t call their
names.

Pamby: So, what’s up? Aren’t you
on the upbeat track?

Namby: Ok; I don’t want to be
snoopy, but you know that I’m not
shy about mentioning stuff that
bugs me, so I hope that you feel the
same way.

Namby: I haven’t had time to think
about it, really.
Pamby: Well, I do; I have no choice
when I look in the mirror in the
morning.

Pamby: Well, I won’t be telling you
everything that bugs me.

Namby: What do you mean? You
aren’t like us women who have to
make up our face.

Namby: I hope not; I’m neither your
family doctor, psychologist, nor
priest.

Pamby: That’s exactly my problem.
There is nothing that I can do about
my face.

Pamby: As if you needed to remind
me! You are my friend. That’s good
enough.

Namby: Now you don’t really want
me to comment on that, do you?

Namby: I appreciate your vote of
confidence. Now, what’s bugging
you?

Pamby: No! You usually try to give
me an honest answer and if you do,
you would agree with me, so you’d
better not say it.

Pamby: Ok, have you been finding
the winter is long?
Namby: For Christ’s sake, Pamby,
every winter is long.

Namby: For crying out loud! You are
a deadbeat this morning. What’s
bugging you besides your face?

Pamby: Ok, don’t get over-excited!
Namby: Overexcited? Sounds as if
you’re going to kill me from boredom.

Pamby: I’ve told you already that my
face is hopeless, so let’s not go there.
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people who never appeared to have
more hangups than any old Jack or
Jill, seemed well-adjusted, didn’t
make a fuss about it, but had what I
would call (and they are the most
appropriate words that come to
mind) a living faith.

Pamby: That’s probably it.
Namby: What’s it?
Pamby: I mean what’s bugging my
friends. Both complain about losing
their mojo.

Namby: And suddenly, it’s all
gone?

Namby: So, what’s new? That’s not
difficult to do with the whole package that we’ve been having. Almost
non-stop deep freeze, ice pellets,
rain, freezing rain, tons of snow, the
sun regularly hiding and do you hear
anybody singing “Happy days are
here again?”

Pamby: You bet; one described
himself as a ship without an anchor,
the other said that she was just drifting.
Namby: You know, I have been
hearing similar stories about other
people. The one that almost freaked
me out was about a guy who had
been a Pastor for 29 years; he gave
it up, said “I’m tired of being a car
salesman for optimism. I enjoy not
needing to make meaning of everything”.

Pamby: The weather may be a part
of it, but they tell me that it’s more
serious than that. It’s not only that
they don’t want to go out; it’s that
they don’t believe that anything or
anybody matters anymore. I remember that each of them used to talk
about having a “spark” that drives
them.

Pamby: You mean he just quit the
church like that?

Namby: Is that what they mean by
“mojo?”

Namby: You bet; he didn’t think
that faith, which for him, I suppose,
was another word for optimism,
mattered anymore. In fact, he lost
his.

Pamby: Yes, I think so. Something
that influences how they see the
world, gives them purpose and helps
them to find meaning in what they
believe and do.

Pamby: If he was a PASTOR for 29
years, he must have thought, at
some time, that faith was more than
optimism, no? As a Pastor, his faith
would have been in a person, the
fellow Jesus, no?
Namby: Yes, he was a Pastor in a

Namby: Easy, easy now, Pamby.
That stuff’s too heavy after breakfast.
Pamby: Not for them! These are two
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Christian church, so, of course, he
would have to be focussing on that
fellow.

friend told me about an incident in
which she was stranded at a train
station in a foreign country; it was
too late for taxi service to take her to
the Bed and Breakfast about fifteen
minutes away, where she was
booked for a few days.

Pamby: And you are saying that the
Pastor suddenly had an experience
similar to my two friends---he lost
his mojo!

Namby: So?
Namby: That’s right. All of his praying and preaching for twenty-nine
years didn’t stop war, injustice, the
worst forms of cruelty, natural disasters, child slavery, racial prejudice
and all of the stuff which got him
praying twenty-nine years ago.

Pamby: A young man, who had gotten off the train at the same time,
saw her and realized that she had a
problem. He approached her asking
whether he could help. She told him.
It so happened that his mother was
coming to pick him up. When she
arrived, she offered to drive my
friend to the Bed and Breakfast and
got her there at midnight. She even
promised to show her around the
town the next day.

Pamby: So, what is he doing now?
Namby: Just living and taking what
happens as it comes, not bothering
about making the world better; he
says constantly, “been there, done
that”.

Namby: Wow!

Pamby: But let me tell you about
something that happened to me recently which stopped me from giving
up. Yes, with all the rough talk about
nuclear weapons and whose button
was bigger, I had begun to think we
were going to blow up one another
for good. The thought of a higher
power helping us and saving us was
no longer on my radar.

Pamby: That was my reaction when
I heard the story. I didn’t forget
about the threat of the weapons, but
I began to believe again.
Namby: Yes, it’s amazing what can
happen in a chance meeting.
Pamby: Since then, I’m ready to
believe that, at times, angels might
hang out at train stations.

Namby: Really? I would never have
thought that such a thing was on your
mind by just looking at you these
mornings.

Copyright@ John Harewood

Pamby; Well, it was, until another
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GIVE LIFE TOGETHER
At the Multi faith Blood Drive on December
26, 2017, Paul Crabtree was giving blood
while being photographed by Elaine West,
who also gave blood.
Remember, the blood Donor Clinic is open
all year-round, not just on Boxing Day.
Why not consider giving blood this Lent or
becoming a regular blood donor?
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Parkdale Camp Weekend

June 22-24, 2018
Gracefield Camp
Please reserve the date
and join us!
Variety of styles of accommodation available
from tenting to lodge to cabins. There is no
better way to get to know the church family
than around a campfire roasting marshmallows
and singing. Other activities include swimming,
hiking, canoeing and crafts
Registration forms available soon!
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We enjoy meeting you and being together in ministry. Parkdale’s
congregation responds to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings by:

Uniting in joyful worship as an
act of praise and gratitude, for inspiration and guidance
Providing learning opportunities
for the Christian way of life and
to enhance
Biblical literacy

Supporting each other through
pastoral care and concern

Reaching out to people in need
Promoting justice
Praying for guidance,
wisdom, and support.
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