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WELCOME TO PARKDALE

Welcome to Parkdale United
Church. We enjoy meeting you
and being together in ministry.

If you are visiting, please ask for
a copy of the ‘Welcome to Parkdale’ edition of the Messenger. It
has a striking goldenrod cover.
Please take a copy home to read.
We hope you will come again for
worship and fellowship.

Parkdale’s congregation responds
to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings by:
a) Uniting in joyful worship as
an act of praise and gratitude, for inspiration and
guidance
b) Providing learning opportunities for the Christian
way of life and to enhance
Biblical literacy
c) Supporting one another
through pastoral care and
concern
d) Reaching out to people in
need
e) Promoting justice
f) Praying for guidance,
wisdom, and support.

The Parkdale Congregation

Visitors and newcomers to Parkdale, be on the lookout for our
hospitality team on Sunday
mornings. They wear pale yellow name tags and would be
pleased to meet you and to answer questions about our worship
service and about activities that
go on through the week at Parkdale.
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LECTIONARY FOR MARCH
May 20 – Seventh Sunday of
Easter

May 6 – Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:26–40
Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch.

Acts 1:15–17, 21–26
Matthias is elected as an apostle.

Psalm 22:25–31
Praise God who has heard our call.

Psalm 1 (VU p. 724)
Blessed are those who delight in
God’s law.

1 John 4:7–21
Everyone who loves is born of God.

1 John 5:9–13
The testimony of God is greater than
human testimony.

John 15:1–8
Jesus is the true vine. Finding joy in
God’s commandments.

John 17:6–19
Jesus prays “That they may be one,
as we are one.”

Hebrews 5:5–10
Christ did not glorify himself;
rather, he suffered.

May 27 – Pentecost

John 12:20–33
Unless a grain of wheat falls into the
earth.

Acts 2:1–21
The coming of the Holy Spirit.

May 13 – Sixth Sunday of
Easter

or Ezekiel 37:1–14
The valley of dry bones.

Acts 10:44–48
The gift of the Holy Spirit comes as
Peter preaches.

Psalm 104:24–34, 35b (VU p. 827
Part Two)
Wisdom was creating at God’s side.

Psalm 98 (VU p. 818)
Sing to God a new song.

Romans 8:22–27
The Spirit prays for us with sighs
too deep for words.

1 John 5:1–6
To love God is to obey God’s commandments.

John 15:26–27; 16:4b–15
Jesus will send the Advocate, the
Spirit of Truth.

John 15:9–17
Love one another as I have loved
you.
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE

which Jesus may have
been referring. Since
flowers were not usually
clearly defined in those
days. Some of the suggestions about what the
‘lilies of the field’ might
have been include the
autumn crocus, scarlet poppy, Turk's
cap lily, anemone coronaria, the narcissus, the gladiolus, and the iris. I
have even read once that it
could have been ‘tulips’ to
which Jesus was referring. Well,
I don’t know.

Considered
Lessons
from the
Tulips
Therefore I tell you, do not worry
about your life, what you will eat
or what you will drink, or about your
body, what you will wear.
Is not life more than food, and the
body more than clothing?
Look at the birds of the air…
Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow…. Matthew 6:25, 26, 28

That last one might just be a
little too convenient for the
topic of this month’s essay, but
I’ll take it. After all, isn’t this
the month for one of Ottawa’s
most well known attractions?
This year the official dates for
the Tulip Festival are May 4 to
May 21. Let us hope they are in
fine bloom during this period
with all the unpredictable
weather we have been having
this spring.

Jesus invites us to ‘consider the
lilies of the field’ and ‘how they
grow’ in Matthew chapter 6, as
a way of resisting succumbing
to worry and anxiety, as well as
a way of deepening our trust in
God’s provision. The Greek
word translated consider, is a
strong verb meaning a whole
lot more than just taking a casual look. It has to do with
studying and scrutinizing and
reflecting on these flowers in
order to derive deep lessons of
life and faith.

The semper augustus, or tulip, is
an exotic flower that, contrary
to popular opinion, did not
originate in the Netherlands,

Now, scholars are divided
about the specific flowers to
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but was brought to Europe
from the Ottoman Empire
sometime in the last third of
the sixteenth century. It wasn’t
long, however, before this ‘new’
exotic flower was all the rage
and led to a national obsession.
New markets arose to trade in
tulips and speculators galore
got into the act. The period between 1635 and 1637 was the
height of ‘tulip-mania’ where you
could pay
100,000 guilders (the equivalent of about
US$35,000 in
present day
money) for
one bulb.

speculation in the Netherlands
led to the first futures market.
He and others have also
pointed out that the crash of
that market was not unlike the
behaviours and variables that
caused subsequent catastrophic
stock market crashes of which
we are all aware. Fueled by
greed, pride, and hypercompetitiveness, the artificial,
inflated, speculative valuing and
trading in what
God has freely
provided – in
this instance,
tulips – raises a
number of
questions, one
of which is: Are
there lessons of
life, faith and
economic practice to be considered here? If so, what might
they be? Mark Twain once said:
“History does not repeat itself,
but it rhymes”.

People were
willing to spend this kind of
money because the flower was
relatively rare, novel and a true
status symbol. Attempting to
cash in on this desire to outdo
the other person, speculators
paid these ridiculous prices and
sold them for even more ridiculous prices until the inevitable
crash came. Fortunes were lost
and the market was destabilized. In his book Tulipmania, author Mike Dash
makes the point that this tulip

What else about the tulip might
invite consideration? Well, how
about this? Gardeners know
that tulips require cold temperatures in order for the tulips
to be dormant, sprout and
eventually bloom. If one lives
in a non-wintry climate, one has
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to put the bulbs in a paper bag
and refrigerate them for at least
six to eight weeks before planting them. Could there be a lesson or two to

filled first by blooming where
they have been placed.
Hmmm
Also, did you know that there
are over one
hundred and
fifty different
species of tulips, and over
three thousand
different varieties of cultivated tulips
that come in a whole variety of
colours, sizes, shapes, heights
etc. Each tulip is unique and
singularly capable of evoking
awe and admiration. Yet when
planted and joined in community with other varieties and
colours and shapes and sizes of
tulips, the redolent riot of
beauty is almost
too much to take.
One can only
exclaim and
rejoice over the
immense
cacophonous
elegance that
derives from a beautiful God.
What deep and transformative
lessons might Jesus be intending for us to consider about
the beauty of each single
human being made in the image

consider

about the
‘necessity’ of
‘cold’ experiences in our
life in order
for us to
sprout and
bloom?
When you think about it, another feature of the tulip to be
considered is that they ‘bloom
where they are planted’. They
don’t attempt to uproot themselves; they stand their ground,
they stay where
they were
planted, and just
delight in the
beauty of
blooming. Yes
some will be cut,
transported and
offered as a gift
so that someone
can enjoy their beauty, while
others will simply remain in the
field or garden. Neither is more
beautiful than the other, but
they each have their own purpose, and the purpose is ful-
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of God, as well as the vast and
resplendent variety of the entire
diverse human family?

rain, the sun, the air, and the
love, attentiveness and ingenuity of the ‘gardener’. All members of this “conspiring community”, are working together
to accomplish all this life, all
this beauty, all
this purpose,
and all this
blessing.

As well, in this Christian season
of Easter (Resurrection), what
might Jesus be
intending for us
to consider
when we remember that the
awe-inspiring
blooming into
life of the tulip,
requires that it
first be buried in
the earth, just as Jesus was entombed. Life, God’s Life, is
stronger than death.

Praise be to God
who has placed
each and all of
us in the web of
a “conspiring
community” that is purposed
and empowered to promote
fulsome blooming. Let us consider how to play our part so as
not to let any member in this
community down. C’mon
friends, let’s all bloom! And
let’s help one another bloom.

One other seminal feature of
the tulip’s life to be considered
has to do with what I will call
the “conspiring community of
provision” that enables that life.
Of course the most prominent
and important member of the
conspiring community is God
our Creator. However, other
partners blessed and empowered by God to assist the tulip
include: the very ‘generativity’
of the earth itself, responding
to and impacting the forces of
the universe, the subterranean
insect and microscopic life, the

Your fellow ‘tulip’
anthony
The purpose of life is like walking
into a field of tulip flowers, and you
simply know that each tulip flower
knows exactly why it was placed in
that field for that exact reason, at
that exact time.
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ATTENTION ALL GARDEN LOVERS
(Those who don’t like to see weeds in our beds around the church)
In order to continue to keep our Memorial Garden and all other beds
around the church looking beautiful from May to October, could you
help? The beds have been divided up into small sections and numbered.
If one or two people could sign up and be responsible for a section for
the summer, it would take a very little time each week to keep everything in tip top shape. If one person was away on vacation, the other
could take over.
The sections are small. Please help by choosing a small section - two
people for each section. Let’s keep our grounds beautiful.
A sign up sheet is in the Gladstone Hallway.
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A future not our own

A prayer / poem by Archbishop Oscar Romero
(murdered, 24 March 1980)
It helps, now and then, to step back and take the long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts,
it is beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of
the magnificent enterprise that is God's work.
Nothing we do is complete,
which is another way of saying
that the kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection.
No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No programme accomplishes the church's mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.
This is what we are about:
We plant seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future
promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces effects beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything
and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.
This enables us to do something,
and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way,
an opportunity for God's grace to enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results,
but that is the difference between the master builder and the
worker.
We are workers, not master builders,
ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Our sympathies and
prayers are with Pat and
Lou Robertson. Pat’s
brother Brian Gordon
Charron died very suddenly on April 14, in his
63rd year

Birthdays in
May
Our warmest
greetings to:
1st Sarah Ursacki
2nd Dian Morris
2nd Mary Whitney
2nd Okumu Emmanuel
4th Daniel O'Brien
4th Kendra Huggins
6th Beth Hamley
6th Angela Christopher
7th Curtis Cunliffe
8th Isaac Barbour
11th Alexander Fitzgerald
15th Corinne Redlich
16th Helen Fortune
18th Udobong Akpan
19th Owen Smith
20th David Odumodu
21st Kerry Lynn Grozinger
21st Max James
21st Marley Payne-Odumodu
23rd Katrina Grozinger
23rd Jenna Leavy
24th Deborah McGregor
24th Mercy Lamunu
25th Graydon Emberg
27th Michael Hennessy
29th Helen Hayes
29th Adam Hinds
31st Stanley Baird
31st Judy Hamley
31st Faelan McMenemy-Savage

We morn the loss of long
time Parkdale member
George M. Earnshaw who
died peacefully at his residence, on Saturday, March
31st, 2012 at age 81 years.
Dear husband of Daphne.
Loving father of Brian
(Devon) and Janet
(Michael). Cherished
grandpa of Colin, Emily,
Adam and Harrison.
Brother of David (Nancy)
and John (Anita).
Kathryn and Peter Meerburg are delighted to announce the arrival of their
fourth grandchild, Nicholas
Peter, born on April 10 to
parents Gayle (Meerburg)
and Markus Altiparmakyan
of Oakville. A brother for
Isabella.

If you would like your birthday to be
a secret, please let the office know
and we will leave you off the list.
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Consultant at the Waterloo
Region District School
Board, and plans to pursue
her clinical registration in
neuropsychology and
school psychology. She
was married on August 20,
2004 to husband David.
Daughter, Emily Grace
Mak-Fan, was born on October 25, 2010. (Family
pictured above)
They live in Waterloo, Ontario.

Katie Mak-Fan, youngest
daughter of tenor, Gerry
Myles, successfully defended her doctoral thesis
on February 29, 2012. Her
Ph.D., which will be
awarded in June 2012, is
from the University of
Toronto, in Psychology
(Brain & Behaviour stream).
Her research, looking at
structural and functional aspects of brain development
in children with an Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
was conducted at Sick Kids
Hospital in Toronto. Katie is
now working full time as a
Psychological Services

Parkdale member Clara
Lu, who is in her third year
studying piano performance
at the Schulich School of
Music at McGill University
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS CONT.

lead the team
through scripture
and planned
activities, including interacting
with homeless
people. Part of
her responsibility
is to raise $2,000
towards the cost
of operating the
project. To help
with this, Clara presented a
beautiful and inspiring piano recital in our sanctuary
on April 15, with selections
from the Romantic masters
of Schubert, Brahms, Scriabin and Chopin. A free-will
offering was collected.
Parkdale’s Council has also
made a financial contribution on behalf of the congregation.

in Montreal, will be participating from April 30 to June
3 in a summer mission initiative with the Inter-Varsity
Christian Fellowship of
Canada (IVCF). The project
will explore how the gospel
addresses Canadian urban
issues of injustice, homelessness and poverty,
through scripture study and
partnerships with organizations that serve the urban
poor in the Montreal area.
Clara will be living with a
team of students from
McGill and Concordia UNiversities, as well as two
IVCF staff leaders, who will

In addition to her studies
and piano work, Clara
serves as an executive
member and small group
leader of the McGill
Christian Fellowship in
Montreal.
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Reflections on Confirmation Sunday

April 22, 2012 was Confirmation Sunday and I was so
impressed with the wonderful service Parkdale had to
celebrate the occasion. The Worship Team sang such
uplifting hymns and Amy Evans’ solo was beautiful.
Both “The Tree Song” sung by Parkdale’s Sunday
School, and the dramatic scripture lesson by the confirmands were so well done. I found the drama, The
Three Trees, performed by Camille Beaufort, Roger
Coady and Julee Pauling so much more captivating
than just a simple reading would have been. It is always moving to say our creed, to profess our profound belief, but today we had this, followed by the
personal creeds of each of the 6 confirmands, which
was particularly moving and created a deep feeling of
renewal for one’s faith in God.
I especially liked the lively choice of hymns and worship songs the congregation sang, and the fact that
the words were projected on the wall. It is somehow
much more engaging to be looking up when you are
singing than everyone having their bowed heads
focused on books. I hope we will have more of that in
the future. Troy’s lively rendition of “I Have Decided to
Follow Jesus” was a perfect ending to the service and
left everyone in an upbeat mood, very fitting for a service celebrating the confirmation of Parkdale’s youth.
Carolynn Halkett Trites
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Confirmed Youth: Emmanuel Okumu , Marley Payne-Odomodu,
Madeleine Crabtree, Emily Evans, Josh Evans and James Bell
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Confirmation Sunday
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LIBRARY BOOK CLUB NEWS
One year ago the Parkdale
Book Club was formed. We
meet once a month in the Ladies’ Parlour at 12:00 noon following the worship service. Discussions are capably led by
Heather Brophy, who taught
senior high school English
classes, and by Marlene
McLean, a recently retired libarian. The church library has copies of all the books that we
have read and you are invited
to borrow them. You will find
them on a shelf by themselves
in the glass- doored bookcase
in the Second Blessing Coffee
shop area (Friendship Lounge).

Below is the list of books we
have read and for brief outlines
of some of them you can check
the Parkdale web site.
In addition, the collection includes two books by Lisa
Genova, Still Alice and Left
Neglected which were read by
members of the Pastoral Care
Team. Dr. Genova, a neuroscientist, writes in the first novel
about the experience, firsthand,
of early onset Alzheimers, and
the effects on spouse and family. “Left Neglected” follows the
story of a woman who is a wife,
mother and business woman
and her struggle to recover
from a serious brain injury and
to reconfigure her life afterward.

The next scheduled meeting is
May 27 and the book for discussion is Bel Canto by Ann
Patchett. Then on June 17 we
will be discussing The Lotus
Eaters by Tatjana Soli.

Do come in, browse and borrow
from our expanding library collection.

I Shall Not Hate: a Gaza doctor’s journey by Izzeldin Abuelaish.
Three Cups of Tea
by Greg Mortgenson
Cutting for Stone
by Abraham Verghese
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society
by Mary Ann Schaffer and Annie Barrows
Suite Francaise
by Irene Nemerovsky
As Long as the Rivers Flow
by James Bartleman
Wench
by Dolan Perkins-Valdez
The Ginger Tree
by Oswald Wynd
The Bone People
by Keri Huime
Requiem
by Francis Itani
The Book of Negroes
by Lawrence Hill
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MESSAGE OF THANKS
FOR BARBARA

long food court lines. The effort
that Barbara made to meet me
where I was at, both figuratively
and literately, was incredibly meaningful. Barbara gave the church a
face and a heart, and kept me connected during a time when I
needed connection and did not fit/
was not comfortable engaging in
other ways. At the time, even the
word “God” seemed nebulous to
me and I stumbled saying it out
loud. Our time together, and the
friendship that grew from it, helped
me gain a better understanding of
Christianity, grow in faith, and provided support and friendship during
some rocky times in my life, including my grandmothers decline into
dementia.

I first came to Parkdale when I was
a graduate student at Carleton (I
still am seven years later, but that
is another story). I was surprised
when I felt called back to the
church as an adult, felt unsure of
the calling, and was very tentative
in engaging with Parkdale (I ducked
a couple times when Anthony
would walk around greeting new
people). I attended the Christianity
101 session to better understand
the Christian faith and get a sense
of what I felt called into. When
Christianity 101 concluded, the
questions/thoughts/calling that had
drawn me to the church had grown.
I met with Barbara Faught to discuss how to continue to engage
with the calling and learn about
Christianity. She suggested doing a
book study together.

I was so happy when we finished
the first book and Barbara suggested another, then another, and
a couple more, then just lunch for a
little while - we met over several
months. When these lunches finished, I was much more comfortable at Parkdale and was ready to
engage in other ways at the church.
Of course, we still see each other,
and the friendship that grew over
that time remains, but the lunches
and conversations about God were
significant in my moving forward in
knowing Christ and seeing Christ in
others.

I worked downtown and Barbara
would drive down to meet me over
lunch, braving ongoing construction, scarce parking availability, and

Heather Clark
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RECIPE

Chocolate Slices (Chocoladsnittar)
This is a very tasty Swedish cookie
to have with your coffee.
¾ cup butter
1 cup sugar
1 egg
1 ½ teaspoons vanilla
2 cups all purpose flour
¼ cup cocoa
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 egg, lightly beaten
coarse sugar or white sprinkles
Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
In a large mixing bowl beat butter and sugar on medium speed until
combined. Beat in 1 egg and vanilla.
In a small bowl, whisk together flour, cocoa and baking powder.
Add dry ingredients to butter mixture and beat on low speed just
until combined.
The dough will be very stiff. You may have to use your hands.
Divide the dough into six pieces and roll into logs about 1 inch
round.
Place logs on greased baking sheets and flatten them to about ½
inch thick.
Brush with lightly beaten egg and sprinkle generously with coarse
sugar or white sprinkles. (Pearl sugar is traditional but seems to be
unavailable in Canada.)
Bake for 15 minutes.
Let cool for a few minutes and then move logs to a cutting board and
slice at an angle about 1 inch wide. (Less if you want more cookies!)
Makes 36-45 cookies.

Submitted by Mary MacLeod
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RECIPE

Baked Spinach and Rice Casserole
1 cup chopped onion
2 cloves of garlic minced
3 Tbsp butter
1 package frozen chopped spinach, thawed and squeezed
2 cups cooked brown rice
1 cup cooked wild rice
2 cups cooked white basmati rice
2 eggs beaten
1 cup milk
1 Tbsp soy sauce
1/2 tsp curry powder
1 1/2 cups grated cheddar
1/4 cup chopped parsley
salt and pepper optional
paprika

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Sauté the onion and garlic in the butter until softened.
Add spinach and cook another 2 minutes.
In a buttered casserole, combine the spinach mixture with the rice.
In a measuring cup beat together the eggs, milk, soy sauce, and
curry powder and stir into the casserole.
Add all the remaining ingredients except the paprika and mix well.
Sprinkle with paprika.
Bake in the oven for 35 to 40 minutes.
Tip: Rice may be cooked early, cooled to room temp and mixed with
the onions and spinach. The remainder can be put together just before
cooking.
Submitted by Barbara Faught (served at Seder supper)
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Friday Night
“Images and Stories”
Gamla Stan, the old town and
the first part of Stockholm to
be settled, includes a large
plaza which was once the
scene of a bloody massacre in
the 1600s but is now a welcoming place of cafes, street
performers and tourists.

The final installment of the
popular series presented by
the Mission, Outreach and
Justice Committee on the last
Friday of every month was
presented on March 30 by
Garth and Mary McLeod. A
large crowd attended this two
-hour evening of slides, discussion and refreshments, to hear about
the McLeod’s visit to
Sweden and Finland.
Their visit was
prompted by two very
close links: their son Andrew
has been living in Sweden for
three years and secondly,
Garth was visiting Finland as
the first member of his family
to do so since his paternal
grandmother immigrated in
the early 1900s to Northwestern Ontario.

Sodermalm, a large island just
south of Gamla
Stan, is quite
densely populated
and includes
Slussen, the main
business area and
transportation hub of the city.
The west side contains wonderful allotment gardens with
tiny cottages which are carefully maintained and kept
within families now. Originally the allotments were
meant for the poor people to
escape from the city and be
able to grow some of their
own vegetables. Since Stockholm is on the 60th parallel
which is equivalent to the
Yukon-BC border in Canada,

Their first stop was Stockholm, which is a city built on
14 islands and linked by
bridges and ferry boats.
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summer days are 22 hours
long, resulting in lush gardens
and abundant produce.

The McLeods also visited Sigtuna, the oldest town in Sweden, 50 km from Stockholm.
This is a medieval town with a
main street lined with shops,
and space for pleasant afternoon strolls.

Sodermalm also has lots of
coffee shops and cafes, where
everyone stops for fika, an
enjoyable Swedish custom of
coffee, cake and conversation
with friends and family. Mary
treated the Friday group to a
fika with homemade chocolate slices called chocladsnittar (see recipe on
page 18 ).

Their son Andrew lives in an
area called Hammarby Sjostad
which is a model green community. Height restrictions in
Sweden limit buildings to five
stories in the
urban areas.
Garbage is sorted
into bins outside
and put into
separate chutes
from where it is vacuumed
away to a sorting facility. As a
result there is no need for garbage collection and no garbage on the streets.

A visit was made to
the magnificent
Nordic Museum on
Djurgarden. This island was
once the hunting grounds for
royals but is now home to a
museum and amusement
parks. One slide showed a
picture of the stroller parks
where parents can park their
strollers. Foot transportation
is encouraged with free transportation on buses for anyone
using a stroller. Children can
be safely left in their strollers
outside a shop while their parents shop.

The second part of their trip
took the McLeods through the
Stockholm archipelago to the
Finnish archipelago in a 12hour ferry trip, navigating
their way through some very
narrow channels. They arrived in Turku, the oldest city

22

Friday Night
“Images and Stories”
in Finland. There was a festival weekend on their arrival,
with the Tall Ships in port,
which made for a real party
atmosphere along the river.
There were rides for the children, craft and food stalls,
baked salmon on offer and
culture to be viewed (Turku
was declared a European city
of culture for 2011).

promenades, bike paths, public transit and few car lanes.
Finns are guaranteed five
weeks of holidays per year
and three of them must be
available in the summer, by
law. Just before leaving for
Canada, Garth and Mary had
time for one last fika at Arlanda airport, with coffee and
a giant cinnamon bun called
kannelbullar !

From Turku they took the
train for the two hour ride to
Helsinki, the capital. This is a
bustling city, a mix of old and
modern with many photogenic buildings and plenty of
water views. One of the most
interesting buildings was the
Church in the Rock, an amazing church which is literally
built into the rocks. Although
very modern inside, it manages to maintain a sense of
holiness. They also visited
the Lutheran Cathedral and
the Uspenski Cathedral. Helsinki is a very walk-able city
with lots of green space, wide

In appreciation of Janet Taylor’s organization of this series, she was presented with a
bouquet of flowers from her
committee members, Daunett
Tucker, Faye Beaufort, Carolynn Trites Halkett and Uchennah Samuel.
The series will resume on September. 28, 7 pm in the Ladies
Parlour with Gloria Anderson
presenting her trip to South
Africa.
Submitted by Valerie Hum
for Mission, Outreach
and Justice
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Photos from March 30th
“Images and Stories” Night
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reciting in the Annual Concert
that the Sunday school held.

How and what brought
you to Parkdale ?

I married a Catholic man and
thus my children attended a
Catholic school. My church
experience at this time was
not comfortable and I missed
the music I had been used to.
At the school they performed
musicals every year and I became very involved in the
staging of these events. I
also joined one or two
amateur theatre groups and
increased my love of this craft
by performing, stage managing, costumes, etc, everything
that one does in a small theatre group.

Shirley Moore, since 2011
My journey to Parkdale was
long and interesting.
I grew up in Montreal in a
Christian home. We attended
a very small Baptist Church
where Dad was everything
from Janitor to Sunday School
Superintendent, and filled in
for the Minister when he could
not be there. I was also involved because I played the
piano for Sunday school and
the old pump organ for
Church. When this church
closed we attended the Anglican Church. My Dad, being a
Baptist, did not like the slow
dreary hymns. It was at this
church that I got my start in
theatre by performing and

In 1983 I moved to Howick, a
small town south-west of
Montreal and joined the
Presbyterian Church. I sang
in the choir, was President of
the Ladies Aid and convened
events for the Church and the
Curling Rink. There were three
English Protestant Churches in
town and we all helped each
other out with choir, etc. At
this time I sang in a Madrigal
Choir. We sang classical music and I obtained a great deal
of musical knowledge from
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that experience. My husband
at the time was an actor and
together we formed a theatre
group that took in players
from the other small town
around. The Valley Players
had a long a interesting running time and it was missed
when it closed up after about
15 years.

friendships I have made at the
Church.
Jack Kilgour, since 1998
Prior to going to Brockville I
had lived in Ottawa from 1961
to 1981. I had become a
member of Carleton Memorial
United Church and later a
member at Bells Corners
United Church.

In 2002 I met my husband,
Bob Moore, on the internet
and we became snowbirds,
spending three months in
Florida each year. In the RV
Resort where we parked our
RV, I became the Resident
Director of the Buttonwood
Bay Theatre Group, which I
did for six years.

To attend Parkdale United
Church was an easy decision.
I had a cousin, Grace Graham,
who has been a member at
Parkdale for the past forty
years. Grace had told me for
some time how much she enjoyed the ministry and fellowship at Parkdale. I came to
Ottawa in January of 1998
and began attending. Rev
Dr. Andrew Stirling was the
minister at that time of
course. I easily joined in
some of Grace’s group activities: the spring and fall rummage sale and the Yuletide
Bazaar.

In 2009 we moved to Ottawa
and I was looking for a place
where I could find friends and
take part in activities. I was
welcomed into the choir at
Parkdale and through my
friends there I have become
involved in some of the activities of the Church.
My family is very happy that I
have made this association
where I am so comfortable. I
certainly appreciate the

My feelings about which
church to attend is based
somewhat on an article which

26

I read while wintering in Fort
Myers, Florida; and I quote “is
to find a church that is willing
to reach up to a God of grace,
to reach in to teach God’s forgiveness, and to reach out
with love toward all”.

Hope where I help prepare
food, serve and clean up for
the noon meal.

If you would like to share
your story, please contact
Valerie at 613-728-8830
or email:
valerie.hum@rogers.com

I feel that I perform a personal outreach every Tuesday
at the Shepherds of Good

Two Special Communion services are
held in the Chapel each year for members
who are not able to attend regular Sunday worship services. Following the special services, members of the Pastoral
Care team host a time for tea and fellowship. The photo above shows members
enjoying tea in the Friendship Lounge
following the April 15 service.
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In honour of our donors, a
cheque for $500 was presented to Habitat for Humanity. Christine
The tenth season for our
Wheeler, Community EnIn From The Cold Minisgagements Manager, actry came to a close with
cepted the cheque with
the annual Pot
appreciation and
Luck Dinner, at
briefly outlined the
which over ninety
plans for two of their
th
10
of our volunteers
most recent houses to
provided a wide
be built in Carleton
variety of wonderPlace. Each donor
fully delicious salwas thanked and preads, main dishes
sented with a Certifiand desserts. Tape
cate of Appreciation
Hall was transformed into
suitable to display in his
a Spring Garden resplenor her shop or office. Our
dent with garlands and
Volunteer Coordinator
bouquets of daffodils and
Camille thanked the voltulips. The delightful muunteers for their faithful
sic for the evening was
service and for responding
provided by Bob Waite on
when spaces needed to be
the organ and piano and
filled due to last minute
Neil Seeley on bass. Sevcancellations. As Master
eral of our generous doof Ceremonies, Anthony
nors were able to attend.
moved the evening along
In From The Cold:
Giving Thanks For
Ten Years
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in his efficient, pleasant,
relaxed style. Many volunteers stayed to tidy up
and in no time everything
was left spic and span.
All in all, it was a very
happy, gratifying evening
from which each donor
and volunteer left in a
spirit of thanksgiving for
the opportunity to serve
on such a caring team.

new volunteer, sign up
sheets are available at the
four doors of the Sanctuary and may be placed on
the collection plate or left
in the church office, or
contact Camille Beaufort
(infromthecold_parkdale
@yahoo.com).
Our Number Of Guests
Is Rising
In 2010-2011, we served a
total of 2,172 meals with
an average of 121 guests.
In 2011-2012, we served a
total of 2,704 meals with

Our eleventh season will
begin Saturday, November 10, 2012. If you
would like to sign up as a
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Garth McLeod
presented Certificates of
Appreciation
to our generous donors
who were able
to attend (top
left to bottom
right): Don
Hale (The Ottawa Citizen).
Peter Tilley
(The Ottawa
Food Bank),
Christine
Wheeler
(Habitat For
Humanity)
with Camille
Beaufort
(Volunteer
Coordinator),
Bill Morris
(Morris Home
Hardware),
Jocelyn LeRoy
(Trillium Bakery)
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North Carolina! I often found myself humming as I walked the
beach; the familiar hymns ‘For the
Beauty of the Earth” and “All
things Bright and Beautiful” ran
through my head as I marvelled at
God’s wondrous works. It was in
this beautiful setting that I cracked
the cover on Unbinding the Gospel
– and I started to feel slightly nauseated. Surely Anthony would be
able to find someone else, someone better suited to evangelism
and faith-sharing than me, for his
pilot group.

MY EXPERIENCE WITH
UNBINDING THE GOSPEL

One day last summer Anthony said
he would like to talk to me; he said
he had ‘an interesting proposition’
to discuss. Curiosity will almost
always get the better of me, so we
met for lunch and I listened to
what he had to say.

I worked away at the book, a few
pages at a time, not enjoying it
much, until I reached Chapter 3,
entitled “If You Don’t Like Statistics, Skip This Chapter!” And I
thought to myself, this will be
easy, there won’t be any stomachwrenching references to evangelism here, so I delved in! The statistics were American, but I knew
instinctively that the situation
would be similar in Canada. “Have
the mainline denominations lost
members? Yes. Is the Protestant
presence in the US declining? Yes.
Is America becoming a less religious country? Yes”. And then
this: “Children are being born to
parents who have no faith tradition whatsoever. One hundred
years ago you would have had to
search hard to find someone who
didn’t know the Christmas story.
Today all we have to do is walk
into the local high school.” This

It was an invitation – an invitation
to participate in the pilot group of
Unbinding the Gospel, a small
group study that explores faith
issues, with a strong emphasis on
evangelism and prayer. I was very
reticent. The word ‘evangelism’
scared me silly, and my prayer
habits were inconsistent, to say
the least. I really didn’t think that
I was an appropriate candidate.
But I took the book, “Unbinding
the Gospel: Real Life Evangelism”
and agreed to read it while on holiday in North Carolina.
If you appreciate the power and
the beauty of the ocean and the
wonders of walking barefoot on
the beach, shell hunting and bird
watching, admiring glorious sunsets over the water, and surveying
marvellous star-filled skies, you
really must spend some time in
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made me stop and think. A few
sentences later: “Today, people
who have never attended a church
populate our neighbourhoods and
work places. The next decades
will see millions more... The
thought of “going back to church”
when they’re in trouble will never
occur to them, because they have
never been inside a church building in the first place. For them, a
church is an alien, possibly intimidating place – not a cradle of comfort and hope.” I was compelled to
think some more.

participation in the Unbinding the
Gospel has been an amazing
adventure!
The pilot group experience was
challenging for this self-professed
- and very private - introvert. But
the experience of sharing stories
with eight others was cathartic
and invigorating. We were gently
encouraged to identify our own
needs, and to have others pray for
these. We moved through Unbinding the Gospel, expanding our horizons, and experienced the benefit
of prayer – for ourselves, for our
church, and for people who have
no one to pray for them! I began to
truly appreciate the potential of a
small group experience.

I thought about my life and how
my Christian upbringing and education had influenced my outlook
and my identity. The ‘Golden Rule’
had grounded me from an early
age; my parents saw to that! Sunday school and church youth
groups, Canadian Girls in Training
(CGIT) and their leaders played an
important role in shaping my character, and were perhaps even
more influential than the provincial academic curriculum. I
thought about how differently I
might have handled personal disappointments in my life if I had
not felt supported by the Spirit. I
thought about how I would live my
life now if I were not able to, as I
often do, just ‘let go –and let God’.
And I knew I would say yes to Anthony’s invitation to join the pilot
group.

Group members shared discoveries and concerns; we got to know
each other better as we pointed
out the highlights of our week and
experiences with our 40-day
prayer journals. We developed a
deep appreciation for our prayer
partners. We began to step outside our comfort zones as we
shared our vulnerabilities in an
environment that we knew to be
respectful and safe. As we gained
a better understanding of
‘evangelism’, I realized that all
those Sunday school, youth group
and CGIT leaders that had played
such an important role in my development were, in fact, evangelists. And we realized that there is
a lot of evangelism going on at

Six months or so later, I can tell
you without hesitation that my
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Parkdale — in the nursery and
Sunday school, with Parents and
Tots, in our confirmation class,
with the youth groups. Opportunities are not restricted to children
and young people; there are ample
opportunities for adults to meet in
small groups and share their faith
—Bible study, adult faith formation classes, and now Unbinding,
an intentional faith-sharing opportunity.

able to put a couple of heart-felt
thoughts together and share them
aloud with others. I am learning to
listen attentively for what the
Spirit may be saying to me.
But perhaps the most important
realization for me was a growing
appreciation for the power of a
small group discussion. I will
never forget the group discussion
during which we shared
‘experiences with God’. I still get
goose-bumps when I think about it
– and that was week one! Sharing
these very personal stories was an
incredible bonding experience
and, in my estimation, our group
never looked back. We knew we
were in a safe place with likeminded, loving and respectful people. Our confidence in sharing our
faith experience with each other –
and with others – grew.

The eight-week pilot project
ended and I thought my involvement was over. But then my
prayer partner (David Odumodu)
convinced me that we should undertake to lead a small group, as
part of the second phase of the
Unbinding initiative, reaching out
and sharing the experience with a
larger segment of the congregation. After a good bit of excusemaking on my part, I agreed to
support David as he led a group –
and we were off again!

The eight weeks flew by – and I
miss our Thursday evening gettogethers. It is easy to lose the
momentum and to fall out of
prayer practice when the structure
of a weekly meeting is removed.
Fortunately, our group unanimously agreed that we wanted to
sustain the momentum and agreed
to continue to meet monthly until
the Fall - and other groups have
done the same. It would appear
that there is a lot of appetite
among Unbinding participants for
continued efforts to strengthen
our prayer lives and to pursue

The second time through Unbinding and the prayer journal was an
eye-opening experience. I found
that my attitude towards some of
the topics we discussed had
changed since the pilot group experience, sometimes quite significantly. I still struggle to find a consistent prayer time, but I find that I
am praying more consistently and
not only for myself! I may never
be comfortable with extemporaneous prayer, but I am now more
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some of the ideas that were generated during group discussion.

Ewart of Capilano United Church,
projected the following scenario
for the average United Church by
2025, if current trends continue:
·
52 financially supporting
households
·
zero new members received
·
zero new members in
Sunday school
·
zero baptisms (all ages)
·
zero weddings
·
four funerals

More recently, I have personally
benefitted from participating as
Parkdale’s lay representative in
the coaching teleconference calls
with other churches engaged in
Unbinding and our coach, Nancy
Wood. This experience brought
home to me the reality that there
are others ‘out there’ who are pursuing this study; we are not alone.
The calls are invaluable in providing an opportunity for Unbinding
participants to share highlights, as
well as concerns, and to seek advice and receive encouragement.
There has been a huge investment
of social capital on the part of the
pastors involved in this initiative
and their personal commitment to
the project is impressive. They
have made a concerted effort to
make time for Unbinding in already busy schedules; shepherding the Unbinding flock is an obvious priority for all.

2025 is only 13 years from now.
Although Parkdale does not currently seem to fit the profile of an
‘average’ United Church if the
number of baptisms and the size of
our Sunday school are any kind of
performance indicator, it will be
important that we work towards
sustaining the positive momentum!
If you are interested in more information on the Unbinding experience, please feel free to talk to me
or others who have participated in
the Unbinding the Gospel initiative. It has been a rewarding and
inspiring experience for me – and I
look forward to continuing the
journey, gaining confidence in
sharing my faith, improving my
prayer practice and striving for a
deeper relationship with God. Join
us for the next phase and find out
for yourself how rewarding it can
be!

The next phase of the Unbinding
series, Unbinding the Heart, will
roll out after Thanksgiving and
will provide another opportunity
for spiritual growth and faith sharing. Faith-sharing, by the way, is
how ‘evangelism’ is defined in Unbinding the Gospel. It turns out it
is not as scary as I thought!
By the way, for those interested in
the future of the United Church in
Canada, an analysis by Rev. David

Helen Hayes
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After an opening prayer by Anthony,
in which we were reminded to care
for our earth just as we care for each
other, invited guest Zvondai
Muchenjere described a Community
Schools program in Zambia, which
he supports. The project was started
in 1999 for girls who would otherwise not have had access to education. Its uniqueness derives from its
community-based founding and administration and its reliance on volunteers who are not professionally
trained and are paid in kind for their
work.

DESSERT IN THE DARK
Memorial Hall added another
memory to its list on Saturday
evening, March 31, 2012. This
time, it was Parkdale’s moment to
celebrate Earth Hour by an observance which the Stewardship and
Mission, Outreach and Justice
Committees, the organizers, tantalizingly called “Dessert in the
Dark”.
By the time you had obtained your
Ticket for the draw from Garth
Mcleod and entered the Hall, you
knew that you were about to participate in a novel experience. Depending on your mood, you may have
found the setting romantic, magical
or eerie but you couldn’t avoid calling it creative with Jennifer Payne’s
touch in full evidence.

Progress has been steady with the
first classrooms being established in
2005 and the enrollment at present
standing at 120, of whom 54% are
female. He further informed the
gathering that the organization was
currently engaged in a fund-raising
program with the goal of building a
water-tower. A freewill donation
was collected to support this project.

There were posters, made by children and placed on the wall to indicate how they would preserve and
respect the earth. The tables and
chairs, arranged in a horse-shoe with
Marimba instruments and drums at
the centre, offered an understated but
warm welcome, illuminated by tealights on a base of elegant strips of
white fabric and more still, by lanterns, courtesy of Melodee.

As soon as Zvondai had finished, the
room, already romantic and magical,
became festive as several of the
Earth Hour celebrants kicked up
their heels in response to the pulsating and rhythmic sounds of the
drums and the marimba.
Then came the moment of truth,
Dessert in the Dark, a spread of pies,
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cakes , pastries, coffee, teas and
juices in the usual Parkdale style.

might eliminate myths about the
environment and adopt sound practices.

But we were not to forget the educational component and purpose of the
evening. Zvondai’s presentation had
shown us what could be achieved by
a community taking its future into its
own hands. And next came an Environmental Quiz Game, prepared and
conducted by Jennifer and David
Odumodu, which was both informative and instructive as to how we

A draw of the tickets produced
some happy environmental winners
and the evening ended with prayer
in a circle which, in a manner of
speaking, was a pledge to put into
practice the principles we had
learned about during the evening.
John Harewood
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PRESBYTERY REPORT
completed program offered by
Ottawa Presbytery, with participants coming from Renfrew,
Seaway Valley and Ottawa presbyteries. Seven people from
Ottawa Presbytery were
licensed for the first time and
twenty-nine were relicensed to
be certified Lay Worship Leaders. The list of Licensed Lay
Worship Leaders is found on
the Presbytery website.

Kitchissippi United Church
welcomed Ottawa Presbytery
for its April 10, 2012 meeting.
Following dinner, Chair Rev.
Dianne Cardin called the meeting to order. Doug Patriquin,
the chair of Council for the
Kitchissippi congregation extended greeting and talked
about the emerging identity of
this amalgamated congregation. He reflected that the process of coming together as one
church family, while requiring
work and commitment, also
offered opportunity and energy.

Chair Dianne indicated that the
Executive had named the committee to lead the discernment
process for Affirming Ministry.
Those have agreed to serve are:
Rev. Andrew Jensen, Rev. Meg
Illman-White, Rev. Jenni Leslie,
John Keddy, Rev. Jim Baldwin.
The Presbytery will be engaging
in discernment over the coming
year. There were two announcements from Church in
Society; one reminded Pastoral
Charges that the Seed Money
for New Initiatives in Street Related Ministry is now available;
the deadline for application is
September 30, 2012; and the
other was the invitation to join

Opening worship was led by the
Licensed Lay Worship Leaders
of the Presbytery. The two year
course equips lay people to
plan and lead worship and to be
available to congregations for
pulpit supply. There were
twelve graduates of the just -
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PRESBYTERY REPORT CONT.
in the visit to Kitigan Zibi and
Chief Whiteduck on April 20,
2012.

we don’t need all the answers to risk trying new
ways of doing mission and
being the church;
our greatest currency is our
blood, sweat, tears and
faith.
Debbie then talked about her
belief in the important role that
youth and young adults have in
the church and shaping its future. This will be reflected in
the theme for the upcoming
annual meeting (May 25-27)
with theme speaker Rev. Dr.
Tom Sherwood.

The President of Montreal and
Ottawa Conference, Debbie
Poirier, in her official visit to
Ottawa Presbytery, addressed
the court. She reflected on the
size of the Conference and its
diversity and the unique opportunity this Conference has to do
ministry in both official languages. In a time when there
are many challenges to traditional approaches to ministry,
the Conference can serve as a
place of gathering resources
and building partnerships. She
noted that in many ways the
challenges of our current context are helping us rediscover
the roots of the early church
where mission and ministry
were one. Some of the idioms
she chose to speak of finding a
way forward included:
mission is where our greatest passion meets the
world’s greatest need;
mission is about blooming
where God has planted you;
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Youth and Young Adult Minister, (YAYA) Rev. Hilary Merritt ,with the help of two youth,
Hanna Strong and Melissa Baldwin, shared with the Presbytery
the work and witness of Camp
Awesome and upcoming opportunities for YAYA and YAYA
leaders. There is an evening
youth leaders’ event planned
for May 17, 2012 at Rideau Park
United Church. Their presentation ended with Melissa teaching a prayer chant and Hilary
offering prayer for YAYA
ministry.

PRESBYTERY REPORT CONT.
Rev. Brian Cornelius, the clergy
representative from Montreal
and Ottawa Conference on the
General Council Executive,
spoke of some the highlights
emerging from the General
Council Executive meeting held
in late March. There is a plan to
approach the next time of planning with a commitment to
bring everything to the table.
The image is one that speaks of
the abundance of what can be
offered to the call to be the
church, even as new ways of
using those resources are explored.

plan contributions for both employer and employee effective
January 2013. He noted that
the Palestinian-Israeli document will not be released until
early May and that a plan is being created for its release.
The Presbytery forwards suggested nominations for commission to General Council to
the Conference. This time the
Presbytery was asked to forward four names, two ministry
personnel and two lay with the
hope that one of those would
be under the age of 30. An
election process was conducted
and the names being forwarded
are: Rev. Anne Montgomery,
Rev. Tom Sherwood, Melissa
Baldwin and Hanna Strong.

Brian also updated the court on
the Effective Pastoral Relations
report, which will become part
of the table discussion and the
decision by GCE to ask the General Secretary to work towards
the implementation of a compensation model that is one
number and inclusive of salary
and housing.

Ottawa Presbytery has operated a resource centre for many
years. An assessment of the
Resource Centre was done in
2009 and at that time a two
year pilot project was put into
place. A review of the pilot project was completed in March
2012 with the resulting recom-

Presbyters were reminded that
pastoral charges need to plan
for the 2% increase in pension
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PRESBYTERY REPORT CONT.
mendations to move towards
closure of the Resource Centre.
The Presbytery dealt with the
recommendations which were
accepted. The current Resource Centre Coordinator will
continue to work until August
31, 2012; orders for books and
materials will be taken until
June 30, 2012; the only curriculum which will be ordered for
the coming year is Seasons for
the Spirit. The Presbytery
noted its appreciation for the
ministry of the Resource Centre
and those who have served as
volunteers and staff over its
operation.

each day?! So dig out your favourite recipe. More details
can be found in the April Sojourner and on the Presbytery
website.
Each year the Presbytery convenes as the annual meeting of
The W. H. Bill Scrivens Memorial Fund for Youth Ministry.
Rev. Steve Lawson became the
acting chair in January 2012 and
Larry Richardson, the acting
secretary. The Scrivens Fund
now works in conjunction with
the Baillie Fund to support
youth and young adult ministry
and youth and young adults
within the church. The annual
report was approved and the
meeting adjourned.

Rev. Angelika Piché shared the
“C’est la vie” presentation focusing on French words and
phrases associated with Easter.
Barbara Reynolds and David
Stafford, co-chairs of Local Arrangements for GC41 reminded
the Presbytery of opportunities
for service and engagement
with Council when it meets in
our city in August. Did you
know we need 55 dozen muffins and 110 dozen cookies for

Rev. Gail Christy led the closing
prayer time with a reading from
The Song of Faith, the singing of
Go To the World and benediction.
Rev. Lillian Roberts
Presbytery Minister
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COUNCIL REPORT
Vice-Chair and three vacancies on Property Trustees, as
well as two additional Presbytery representative positions.
If you feel called to serve in
any of these positions, please
do not hesitate to contact Peter
Meerburg or Matt Baker
through the church office. A
formal covenanting ceremony
with the new Council is slated
to take place during worship
on April 29.

Council Report
April 17, 2012
Supporting Parkdale’s visible ministries - Sunday service, pastoral care,
Christian education, etc. - are a host of
committees, task groups, and individual volunteers. Overseeing all of this
work on behalf of the congregation is
the Parkdale United Church Council,
the new governance system approved by
the congregation in 2009 to integrate
the functions of the former Session and
Official Board.

Anthony led a short devotional
time, based on 2 Corinthians
4: 7-18, which provides words
of encouragement from Paul
to early Christians, words that
remain relevant today. Council
members participated in the
reception of Carolynn Halkett
Trites as a member of Parkdale by re-affirmation of faith,
during which Carolynn provided an overview of the highlights of her 11-year participation in various committees and
activities and commented on
the difference that her association with Parkdale has made in
her life. We are truly blessed
to have Carolynn among us!

The first meeting of Council
with the members approved at
the Annual General Meeting
in February was held on April
17, and was very capably
chaired by incoming Chair,
Matthew Baker. Introductions were accompanied by an
identification of members’
earliest memories of a Bible
Story. New Chairs of Worship, David Odumodu, and
Communications, Carolynn
Halkett Trites, were welcomed, as were new membersat-large – Samantha Tim and
Roger Coady. Positions that
remain to be filled include
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In the context of Growing our
Faith and Considering our
Mission, Anthony reminded
members that our baptism in
Christ is an integral part of our
identity as Christians and provided an update on the Unbinding the Gospel initiative,
which is an intentional engagement with Christ through
prayer and outreach. Short updates on Unbinding activities
were then provided by David
Odumodu and Helen Hayes.
David provided an overview
of some of the highlights that
had come out of the ‘Bridges
and Barriers’ discussion
among Unbinding groups, including ideas for making Parkdale more welcoming to newcomers, e.g. sandwich boards
on the sidewalk, designated
visitors’ parking, more consistent welcome from ushers, and
specific engagement with
newcomers after the service.
A comprehensive presentation
of suggestions will be made to
Council will be made at a future meeting. Helen provided
an overview of what her experience of Unbinding had
meant to her and briefly outlined the Fall Event, which

will encourage all Parkdalers
to participate in a six-week
session of Unbinding the
Heart, starting after Thanksgiving. Stay tuned for more
information on this exciting
event!
Committee chairs continue to
review their roles and responsibilities further to the Report
of the Working Group on Accountability; finalization of
this work is anticipated shortly
and will form an important
component of Parkdale Governance documentation.
Ellen Andrews provided an
update on Parkdale’s Music
Ministry, reporting that the
Worship Committee continues
the work of assessing the results of the survey that was
conducted a few months ago;
this feedback will inform a
vision for Parkdale’s music
ministry which will be shared
with Council at a coming
meeting. No decisions have
yet been made, and an open
and transparent process will
continue as the work progresses. Council reiterated its
support for this very important
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COUNCIL REPORT CONTINUED
ministry and looks forward to
future discussions.

mittee (JNAC). A survey has
been provided to all committees and to individual members of the congregation ,with
a view to identifying Parkdale’s future needs as these
relate to Pastoral Care. A future meeting of Council will
devote a significant portion of
its agenda to providing the
JNAC with input to the discussion of the future of this very
important Parkdale ministry.

Beth Gutsell, Presbytery representative and Secretary of
the Planning Committee for
General Council, provided an
update on the planning for this
event, taking place in Ottawa
from August 11-18, 2012.
Parkdale has been identified as
a ‘depot church’ for receipt of
cookies and muffins. Volunteers will be needed to bake, to
accept and package donations,
and to deliver to the meeting
site. Shirley Moore has graciously offered to be the Hospitality Coordinator for Parkdale and will be providing additional information with respect to volunteer needs in
coming weeks. There is a
wide range of volunteer opportunities for assisting during
General Council meeting;
please consider offering your
assistance during this event.

Faye Beaufort, Chair of the
Mission, Outreach and Justice
Committee, proposed that
Parkdale support one of our
young members, Clara Lu, in
an Urban Partnership mission,
sponsored by the Inter-Varsity
Christian Fellowship of Canada She will work among
those experiencing poverty
and homelessness in inner-city
Montreal this summer. Clara
is currently in her third year
studying piano performance at
the Schulich School of Music
at McGill University in Montreal. Many Parkdale members
and others enjoyed a wonderful concert of the works of Ro-

Matt relayed a brief update
from Committee Chair Liz
Harrison on the work of the
Joint Needs Assessment Com-
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mantic masters including Scriabin, Brahms, Schubert and
Chopin, beautifully performed
by Clara on Sunday, April 17.
Council is pleased to support
Clara in her endeavours and
approved a contribution of
$564 towards her immersion
experience; we wish her much
success in what promises to be
a rewarding future. Faye also
thanked Carolynn her work on
developing the “Guide for
Planning Events” , which provides guidance on such topics
as the event objective, ticket
sales, security requirements,
parking, advertising, volunteers and post-mortem meetings. This very useful Guide
will be included in the Parkdale Governance document, as
an appendix.

cilitating important outreach
and branding opportunities
and Council expressed its
gratitude.
Debbie McGregor presented
the financial situation as of
March 31. Although there is a
deficit of almost $37,000 at
the end of the first quarter, it is
worth noting that a number of
high-ticket items, including
Presbytery fee and annual insurances, are paid at the beginning of the year. Council
was reminded that it was
agreed to write off the deficit
from 2011 at the Annual General Meeting in February and
was informed that Memorial
Fund investments are now being recorded at their market
value as of the previous December. This is seen as a
more accurate way to reflect
the value of our investments,
although it does not make any
difference to the operating
funds

Carolynn Halkett noted that
the Communications Committee hopes to become more involved in advertising church
events, using the website,
newspapers and other media,
such as radio and TV, perhaps
having one its members specialize in this type of advertising. This coordinated approach holds potential for fa-

As it does at all its meetings,
Council also received written
reports from Committees as
well as from staff.
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The numbers and enthusiasm
of children and youth continue
to grow! The possibility of
offering Christian education
for confirmands during the
church service is being explored. Class-size in the Junior grades is growing and
teachers are needed! If you
feel called to help in the important ministry, please contact Melodee Lovering or Paul
Crabtree. Camp Awesome
will be offered again this summer and early registration is
encouraged.

The Ministry and Personnel
Committee extends its thank
to those who participated in
the hiring of our new Office
Manager, Don Mockett, who
started on March 12, 2102, as
well as to Janice Gray and Jeff
Clifford, who filled in so capably in the interim. They also
thank Sheldon Munro, who
has stepped down after many
faithful years on the Committee and welcome Wally Prater.
The Worship Committee
continues to welcome new
ushers and thanks those who
have recently take on this role.
Communion in March was
served by fewer servers as an
experiment and appeared to
work well. The new process
will be monitored closely but
has already contributed to less
wastage and more efficient
preparation and clean-up.

The Stewardship Committee
thanks those who participated
in the Earth Hour Event on
March 31, 2012. A wonderful
evening of dancing to African
rhythms and enjoying delicious desserts also increased
awareness of climate change
and raised $200 for an education project in Zambia. Three
members of the Committee
attended a Money Sanity
Workshop on April 15 at St.
Mark’s United Church. A
strategy for sharing the program, which focuses on the
link between our money decisions and our values, will be
pursued. A Simple and Sus-

The Christian Education
Committee reports that the
repair to the floor tiling in the
Senior Sunday school room is
scheduled to be done soon,
with hanging dividers to follow, so business as usual
should resume before summer.
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dertake a review of Parkdale’s
web site, with a view to updating and improving content, as
well as to improving accessibility. Congregation members
will be solicited for input and
suggestions.

tainable Living Workshop will
be held on May 5, 2012, in
collaboration with Tucker
House Renewal Center, the
first of a series of environmental education workshops.
A Neighbourhood Clean-Up is
planned for May 12, in conjunction with the Hintonburg
Community Association.

The Mission, Outreach and
Social Justice Committee
provided an update on its progress toward developing a
meaningful Aboriginal Partnership. A discussion paper
has been drafted, a Committee
will soon be established, and
plans to educate the congregation on Aboriginal issues will
be rolled out. In the meantime, several MO&J members
plan to respond to the invitation of chief Whiteduck’s invitation to “ an informal friendly
visit to get to know our Algonquin neighbours in their own
community” at the Kitigan
Zibi Algonquin First Nations
Reserve near Maniwaki, Quebec on April 20. The
“Celebrating our Cultures –
International Evening” will be
held on Saturday, October 20,
2012. Ideas for themes are
invited.

The Pastoral Care Team
hosted its Easter Special Communion on April 15; this was
well attended and thoroughly
enjoyed by all. A number of
team members attended the
Pastoral Care Ottawa Continuing Education event at St.
Paul’s Presbyterian on April
17; the topic was “Common
Questions Grievers Ask”. A
return of last year’s successful
Strawberry Social is planned
for June 24, immediately following the service.
The Communications Committee welcomes its new
Chair, Carolynn Halkett, and
is thankful that Corey Syrnyk
will continue to share his expertise and enthusiasm as a
member of the Committee.
The Committee is about to un-
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Anthony reported on recent
events: Communion Worship
services at Seniors’ Residences, Ash Wednesday service, second annual Christian
Seder Supper (attended by 53
people) Special Easter Communion in the Chapel, the
OCISO Awards Gala, the
Global Community Alliance
Awards event, preaching at
Bethel Pentecostal Church for
the launch of the Jamaica 50th
year of independence celebrations, and an interview on
Rogers TV regarding Parkdale’s outreach ministry and
the Institutional Award of Excellence received from
OCISO. The recently completed Tuesday morning Bible
Study on the Lord’s Prayer
was very well received, and
the Lenten Series, consisting
of five session on Sacred
Dance, led by Wendy Morell,
was greatly appreciated by
participants. The second
phase of Unbinding the Gospel is about to conclude and
plans are underway for a fall
event, a six-week intensive
small group/worship/prayer
experience being offered to
the entire congregation. An-

thony also reports a renewed
interest on the part of ministry
personnel form Parkdale, St.
Matthias and St. Stephen’s
meeting ecumenically more
often and doing more together
as congregations in the community. The possibility of expanding to St. Mary’s Roman
Catholic church is being explored. Anthony will be away
from May 14-18 at the Festival of Homiletics in Atlanta,
GA, where he will offer a lecture on preaching and act as a
co-emcee.
Melodee reported, as noted
above, an overflowing Sunday
school! Six Parkdale youth
will be confirmed on April 22.
Council extends its congratulations to James Bell, Madeleine Crabtree, Emily Evans,
Josh Evans, Emmanuel
Okumu, and Marley PayneOdumodu. A special breakfast
for confirmands and their
families is planned for before
the service. Three of the
youth will also be baptised.
Four Parkdale youth attended,
with Melodee and her husband, Worshiplude on February 11, and helped serve pizza
to 500 youth from Ottawa,

51

other parts of Ontario and
Quebec . Junior youth has a
few times in recent months,
discussing themes such as
faith perseverance and using
our tongues wisely. There is
discussion underway with respect to dividing into two
youth groups in the fall –
Grades 4-6 and Grades
7andup. The Shrove Tuesday
Pancake supper netted $325
which has been used to purchase sporting equipment.
Camp Awesome registration
forms are available in classrooms and on the website.

Melodee is in the midst of taking a Christian Ethics course
at United Theological College
in Montreal, and her Princeton
Certificate program in youth
ministry is ongoing. The
Worship Team is active, providing musical leadership during three Sundays in April. A
Godly Play Workshop is
planned for June 16, with a
view to encouraging people to
take on a teaching role with
our children. The pre-summer
Barbecue is planned for June
10; volunteers are needed to
coordinate this event.

WANTED
Singers for Parkdale Choir
Come join
us any
Thursday
7:30 to
9:00 in the
Sanctuary

Give it a
try. We’ll
find the
best fit for
you

Basses

Altos
Sopranos

Tenors
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Canadian Centennial
choir presents
Madrigals and Motets
EDITORIAL BOARD

Saturday, May 12, 2012
7:30 pm

Debbie McGregor, Chair and
Editor, Kathleen Stephenson,
John Butcher, Valerie Hum, Peter
Meerburg, Danica Rogers and
you????
Call (613) 728-8656 to volunteer.

Centretown United Church
507 Bank Street at McLeod
Adult tickets: $22 in advance,
$25 at the door

The Parkdale Messenger is published at Parkdale United Church,
on the last Sunday of each month
and includes a calendar of events
and activities for the following
month. We appreciate any submissions to the Parkdale Messenger. We reserve the right to edit,
condense or reject submissions,
but will try to find space for all.

Seniors/students: $18 in advance, $22 at the door
Valerie Hum,
613-728-8830
valerie.hum@rogers.com
for tickets in advance

Next issue: June 2012.
Please submit articles and materials to pdale@trytel.com or the
church office
by May 17.
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