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WELCOME TO PARKDALE
copy of the ‘Welcome to Parkdale’
edition of the Messenger. It has a
striking goldenrod cover. Please
take a copy home to read. We hope
you will come again for worship and
fellowship.

Welcome to Parkdale United
Church. We enjoy meeting you
and being together in ministry.
Parkdale’s congregation responds
to God’s call and Jesus’
teachings by:

Where to find it...

a) Uniting in joyful worship as
an act of praise and
gratitude, for inspiration
and guidance
b) Providing learning
opportunities for the
Christian way of life and to
enhance Biblical literacy
c) Supporting one another
through pastoral care and
concern
d) Reaching out to people in
need
e) Promoting justice
f) Praying for guidance,
wisdom, and support.
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Visitors and newcomers to
Parkdale, be on the lookout for
our hospitality team on Sunday
mornings. They wear pale
yellow name tags and would be
pleased to meet you and to
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week at Parkdale.

If you are visiting, please ask for a
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In brief:

Parents & Tots
Has started, we will be
gathering again in the Nursery
(pg. 39)

Book Club
Sunday Nov 17th
“And the Mountains
Echoed by Kahled
Hosseini, (pg. 19)

Yuletide
Bazar
Saturday, Nov.
2nd 10am to
12:30pm (pg 32)

Second Blessings
Coffee Shop
November 24th
Images & Stories
Friday, Nov. 29th, 7:00
pm (pg. 22) Hannie
Fitzgerald's Northern Labrador
Fundraising
5K Run/Walk
For Parkdale United
Saturday, November 9th, 2013
(page 7)
Christian Movie Night
November 20th, movie TBD.
(pg. 15)
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE

The following is what I
wrote six years ago (2007) when I
had recently returned from a three
month sabbatical travelling around
North America experiencing
different kinds of urban intentional
Christian communities. It is reaching
out to speak to me again….and
perhaps you. Let us keep praying
with and for one another, and let us
listen deeply to the stirrings and
movement of God.
anthony

From Anthony’s Heart and Soul
Friends, I confess I have
been too busy. Sure, I could justify a
lot of what I do as examples of being
used by God to be a blessing to
many people, our neighbourhood
and even our city. But that is not
where God’s Spirit has been
challenging me to focus.
I have discerned some
unfaithfulness in my life and
ministry. I don’t
know if you feel
this, but so often in
our spiritual
journey, we feel like
we take a few good
steps forward only
to become
recalcitrant and
slide back into the
gravitational pull of
old habits and
excuses.

*****
Deep Listening
I am trying to
listen more…or
maybe, listen
differently, listen
deeply. My
vocation is largely
lived out by
speaking, formally
and informally.
Every month I
receive an incredible number of
requests to speak formally
somewhere in the city, the country or
the United States, to some group,
some church, some conference or
some gathering. I turn down most of
them. Of course all this speaking
does require some listening;
listening to a text of scripture,
listening to a particular topic I am
being asked to address, listening to
the context into which I will be
speaking.

Two months ago, in my
September Messenger article, I told
you how excited I was about Eugene
Peterson’s book The Pastor and how
I was seeking the Spirit’s strength
and guidance to help usher me into a
deeper and more faithful embrace of
this vocation. Well I have faltered,
and it is just like God to remind me
of a previously discerned call and
path forward…..STOP AND
LISTEN.
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surely – so goes my soliloquy – we
followers of Christ can help each
other resist these and recommit to the
priorities that Jesus enunciated, lived
and commanded.

However, all this listening is
usually in service to some form of
speaking. It is true that in the discharge
of my pastoral duties I have ample
occasion to listen to people and to host
their stories, pain, problems and joys in
my heart, mind, faith and prayers. But
usually these times of listening also
involve speaking; speaking words of
comfort, affirmation, encouragement,
prayer, challenge, solidarity, faith and
hope.

Well recently one of my
devotional resources, as well as a
lovingly and constructively offered
challenge by a congregational member
caught me up short. Eugene Peterson
wrote in that particular morning’s
devotional entry:

As I continue to attempt to
transition from my sabbatical insights,
experiences and challenges to regular
pastoral life, I am wondering if I am
being called to listen differently and
deeply to God, the churning within me,
the people I am called and privileged to
serve and the local neighbourhood in
which we execute our ministry. I think
that this month I have received an
invitation from God to listen deeply.

Christian discipleship is a
process of paying more and more
attention to God’s righteousness
and less and less attention
to our own. It is finding the
meaning of our lives not by
probing our moods and motives
and morals but by believing
in God’s will and purposes. It is
making a map of the faithfulness of God, not charting the rise
and fall of our enthusiasms.
It is out of such a reality that we
acquire perseverance.

Those who know me know
that I take the responsibilities of the
vocation to which I have been called
seriously. Some may argue too
seriously. Who knows? This business of
faith, of mission, of discipleship, of
struggling for God’s justice in the world
is urgent. It is the most urgent
“business” in the world. It seems to me
that as followers of Jesus we should be
putting a lot of energy, faith, prayer,
discernment and commitment into

I received this as a gift. I took it as a
summons to listen differently, to patiently
and quietly pay attention to what God is
doing in me, through me, around me, to

me. I haven’t figured this all out yet
but a few days ago, I was praying,
reflecting and reading some prayer
poems by Joyce Rupp and Macrina
Weiderkehr, and I came across one
called Listening to Autumn. I said,
“God, you have an interesting sense
of humour and timing.” An excerpt
of this prayer poem follows:

figuring this out and living this out. I
confess that when I don’t see this
level of engagement in myself or in
the community of faith, I get
frustrated. I say to myself: “How
can this not be our main priority?” I
know that our world markets us a
whole set of other priorities, but

Autumn is slipping through
summer’s branches
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and I am listening.
I am listening to the dying
flowing forth from autumn’s being.
I am listening to the life hidden
in the dying.
I am listening
I am listening to the song of
transformation,
to the wisdom of the season,
to the losses and the grieving,
to the turning loose and letting
go.
I am listening to the surrender
of autumn.

Making Parkdale
more accessible…

I am listening
I am listening to a call for
inner growth,
to my need to let go of material
possessions,
to my need to reach out for
invisible gifts.

bathroom outside of Memorial

Part of Parkdale's ongoing
work to make the building
more accessible for persons
living with mobility challenges,
we are accessibilizing the

Hall, and there are
discussions afoot to put some
pew cuts in the sanctuary so
persons in wheelchairs can sit

I am listening to a call for
transformation.

in the rows more easily

I am listening.

alongside their friends and

I am listening to the death of

family without feeling like they

old ways.

are in the aisles.

I am listening to the life force
turning inward…
I am listening to the poetry of
autumn..
I am listening.
May God grant us all “holy ears” and
“attentive spirits” to the free blowing of
the Holy Spirit….and let us see what
happens.
Peace and blessings to you

my fellow listeners…
anthony
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Fundraising 5K Run/Walk for Parkdale United
On Saturday, November 9th, 2013, Matt and
Christina Stacey will be hosting a 5k run and
walk, beginning at Regina Street Public School,
to raise money for Parkdale United Church.
Specifically they wish to support the In From
the Cold supper ministry as well as Parkdale’s
initiatives to make the building more accessible
to people living with disabilities.
Parkdale’s information/coordinating contact person is Wally Prater
(wally.prater@sympatico.ca) An online sign-up tool will be up soon.
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Silence and stillness
Do you ever yearn for a time in your busy day to just “be”, to be just as
you are, to “rest in God”? The practice of Christian Meditation helps us
be still and open our hearts to God’s presence at the centre of our lives.
It consists in learning to still our mind, let go of our ideas, thoughts and
images, and clear the clutter in order to let the light of God into our
hearts.
“The important aim of Christian Meditation is to allow God’s
mysterious and silent presence within us to become more and
more not only a reality, but the reality in our lives; that reality
which gives meaning and shape and purpose to everything we do;
to everything we are.” – John Main, Word into Silence
We still our mind by repeating our prayer-word or mantra. John Main
proposes as a mantra the word “Maranatha”, which means “Come
Lord” in Aramaic, the language of Jesus. “Maranatha” is undoubtedly
one of the oldest of Christian prayers. St Paul uses it in his letter to the
Corinthians and St John uses it in his Revelation.
“St Paul says “I live no longer, but Christ lives in me”. This is a great
expression of the relationship of the Christian to the person of Christ. In
other words, we move beyond and out of our own little ego-world and we
move into the spirit, into the mind, into the person of Christ. There we find
our identity completed and expanded.
The more deeply we enter into the prayer of Christ, into the silence and
stillness at the centre of our being, we find that the other forms of prayer
at other times become enriched. Our reading of Scripture, our prayers in
community and celebration of the sacraments, all these different forms of
prayer are transformed and deepened, and their spiritual meaning is
enhanced by our practice of meditation.” – Lawrence Freeman, spiritual
director of the World Community for Christian Meditation.

To find out more about Christian Meditation, see www.wccmCanada.ca or come to one of our meditation meetings at Parkdale.
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Second
Blessings
Coffee Shop

LECTIONARY
Peace Sunday
November 3
Habakkuk 1:1–4; 2:1–4
and Psalm 119:137–144
or Isaiah 1:10–18
and Psalm 32:1–7
2 Thessalonians 1:1–4, 11–12
Luke 19:1–10

Please join our youth at
Second Blessings for great
food and fellowship after
church on the following
dates in 2013:

Remembrance Sunday
November 10

November 24
December 15

Haggai 1:15b–2:9
and Psalm 145:1–5, 17–21
or Psalm 98
or Job 19:23–27a
and Psalm 17:1–9
2 Thessalonians 2:1–5, 13–17
Luke 20:27–38

and in 2014:

January 12
February 9
March 23
April 27
May 25

Children’s Sunday
November 17
Isaiah 65:17–25 and
Isaiah 12
or Malachi 4:1–2a and Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians 3:6–13
Luke 21:5–19

Reign of Christ
November 24
Jeremiah 23:1–6 and
Luke 1:68–79
or Jeremiah 23:1–6 and Psalm 46
Colossians 1:11–20
Luke 23:33–43
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BIRTHDAY NEWS
Birthdays in October
Our warmest greetings to:

1st
3rd
3rd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
6th
7th
8th
8th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th
12th
13th
13th
15th
16th

17th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
24th
24th
24th
24th
24th
27th
28th
28th

Lester, Jenna
Akpan, Uyo-obong
Akpan, Ekom
Hilkes, Rob
Baird, Barbara
McGregor, Alexander
Menzies, Emily
Hilkes, Seth
Okumu, Joshua
Halstead, Chris
Stockwell, Alexandra
Burlock, Aiden
Manchester, Liese
Roberton, Leila
Sproule, Michael
Shouldice, Tristan
McGarry, Jeanetta
Reid, Jennifer
Koch, Fred
McLean, Ava
Goetz, Matthew
Pauling, Blaine

If you would like your birthday to be
a secret, please let the office know
and we will leave you off the list.
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Allen, Estelle
Tector, Violet
Sproule, Mary
Dent, Elena
Colley, Adeline
Mason, Lorena
Kenney, Emmerson
Bailey, Wendy
Robin, Nora
Hilkes, Irene
Gibbs, Jenna
Mace, Robin
Anderson, Alec
Baird, Gavin
McHenry, Serena

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Birth announcements:
Congratulations to proud parents
Danica Rogers and David
Deschamps as well as brothers
Lucas, William, Matthew and
Elijah on the birth of their son/
brother, Emmett David, on
August 28th, weighing 7 ½ lbs.

Congratulations to
Camille Beaufort and
Mark Bradley on the
birth of their daughter,
Tianna Alexis, born on
September 5. Tianna’s
grandmother is Parkdale
member Faye Beaufort.
Clarification
The printed version of the October Messenger contained a photo on
Page 13 of Lana Parris and Adrian Harewood with their children
Parker and Zoe, on the occasion of Zoe’s baptism. Unfortunately, the
photo was not identified. However, the correct caption is included in
the online version of The Messenger, which can be accessed through
our Parkdale website. Home > Events > The Messenger Newsletter
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Barbara was born in 1920 in
Manchester, England and although
she lived in Canada for more than 80
years, she remained staunchly
English in attitudes, manner, and
support of the monarchy. And she
never lost her accent. When Barbara
was 10, the family moved to Canada,
travelling by ship. She was told that
there was no room for her favorite
teddy bear, that she would have to
carry it if she wanted to bring it.
Carry it she did, for the entire
Atlantic voyage.

REMEMBERING
BARBARA HILLS
November 10, 1920 -

Barbara’s teenage years were spent
in Toronto, and included worship at
the Toronto version of Parkdale
United Church in the High Park area.
Barbara’s sense of family duty was
very strong. After entering an art
contest, Barbara won a scholarship
to the Ontario College of Art, but
couldn’t accept it because her father
needed her to help manage a
Christmas cracker factory in
Strathroy. The noise maker strips in
the crackers, which contained minute
amounts of explosive material, had
to be imported from the United
States. You can imagine how
difficult this might be during World
War II!
While in Stratford she had a steady
boyfriend and there were real
prospects of marriage but family
duty got in the way again. Her
father’s partners bought out the

September 12, 2013
Our Parkdale friend Barbara Hills
passed away peacefully at West End
Villa on September 12, 2013. A
lovely service celebrating her life
was held on September 21, 2013
and those present learned a lot
about Barbara from her nephew
Ian’s words of tribute. Many of us
remember Barbara for her amazing
contributions to the Parkdale
Bazaar, the dolls that she collected
and clothed, her table decorations,
and her painting and paper tole
work, but there was much more to
this amazing woman than her
artistic ability. Ian has graciously
given us permission to share some
of what he said about his dear ‘RnT
Bob’.

Christmas cracker establishment, leaving
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one contract with a paper company called
Dennison’s, who wanted to establish a
Canadian factory in the Eastern
Townships that would specialize in
things made of crepe paper, particularly
Halloween costumes. Again she had to
pick up and go. At the last minute, her
father got a job in Ottawa with the civil
service so Barb was left to fulfill the
Dennison contract on her own. There she
was - a single English business-woman
in Drummondville, in the heart of
Duplessis-era Quebec, a secessionist
male-dominated society that believed a
woman’s place was in the home and a
woman’s opinions would be told her by
her husband.

brother-in-law Hugh Blair, and her three
nephews – Ian, Ross and Keith.
Although she had acquired a 1946
Hudson shortly after the war, she was
taught to drive by a military man who
had taught soldiers to drive tanks, and
she never enjoyed driving; rather, she
had a lifelong adversarial relationship
with the automobile.

Going against the grain, she built on the
base of her high school French to become
bilingual enough to manage a staff of 20
or so French speaking seamstresses
working at piecework rates. She also
joined the local Chamber of Commerce,
although she was strongly advised that
women did not do that sort of thing in
Drummondville. She joined anyway, and
made her voice heard. There was a small
English community in Drummondville at
the time – quite nervous about the
possibility of a separatist uprising against
them, so they had devised an escape plan
where they would all meet at the one
English church in the event of a riot. As
part of the plan, a friend taught Barbara
to shoot and supplied her with a gun,
which she kept in her desk drawer at the
factory.

Barbara’s retirement years allowed her
more time for her art; she made many
day trips with Marg and Hugh to various
bodies of water in the area, where she
would sit and sketch while Marg and
Hugh hiked. Some of the sketches later
became water colours, which are now
treasured by family members. She also
put a lot of energy into activities at
Parkdale as a member of UCW Unit 14,
and made a tremendous contribution to
the annual bazaar, organizing and
supplying the doll table with clothed
dolls. In her mid 80’s she was still
conducting tole art classes for the “older
folk” in seniors’ residences.
Barbara was a 20th century pioneer, one
might say an early feminist and a trailblazer, but also a woman devoted to
family and church. May you rest in
peace, dear Barbara - our strong,
creative, funny and faithful friend.

In the 1960s, the arrangement with
Dennison’s ended and Barb moved to
Ottawa, working at a couple of jobs
before becoming a trademark examiner
with the civil service, picking up yet
another new career; she finished her
working life there in 1985.

Barbara made the trek from
Drummondville to Ottawa most
weekends, to spend time with her then
ailing parents, her sister Margaret and her
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NEWS FROM OLD FRIENDS

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Shown in the photo is Parkdale’s confirmation class of June 1986.
Front row, l to r: Gayle Meerburg, Eric Richards, Heather Bogart; back row, l
to r: Michael Healey, Matthew Bellman, Dan Baird, Eric Elder.
Gayle, Oakville, ON is employed with Dell Computers; Michael, Vancouver
Island, BC, is a commercial pilot with Cathay Pacific Airlines; Matthew,
Nagoya, Japan, operates his own company teaching English predominately to
employees of Toyota and their subsidiaries; Dan, Barrhaven, ON, is a Certified
Financial Planner who has his own company; Eric Elder, Highland Ranch,
Colorado, is associated with an engineering company mapping the location of
buried piping for nuclear and fossil fuel plants.
Note: The Messenger thanks Marion and David Baird for providing the photo.
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Parkdale Christian
Movie Night!
Would you enjoy an evening of movie watching
and discussion? Parkdale has begun holding
Christian Movie Nights once
a
month. Each movie
night features a movie with
Christian themes — obvious
or subtle — followed by a
group discussion led by a
fellow Parkdaler. We hope
that you will take the opportunity to connect with
other movie lovers and discuss Christian questions
and issues in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere —
and perhaps bring a friend that you’ve been
meaning to introduce to Parkdale! If you feel like
it, you can also bring a favourite movie-watching
treat to share.
The November screening will be at 7:00 PM on
Wednesday, November 20 in the Friendship
Lounge. Please keep an eye on the church
bulletins in November for information about the

movie we'll be watching!
15

Ottawa Cookie Jam 2013
Text: Jessica Dunkin | Photos: Myriam Cyr
On the afternoon of October 5, as
promised, the Memorial Hall at
Parkdale was filled with folks sharing
their love of cookies and raising money
for In From the Cold. Roughly 250
people attended the ‘cookie
extravaganza’ as bakers, tasters, judges,
volunteers, and visitors. Together, they
raised $1189.23 for Parkdale’s supper
hospitality programme.
Bakers began to arrive with their tasty
treats at 12:30. By 1:00, the official start
time of Ottawa Cookie Jam 2013, the hall
was filled with colourful displays of
lovingly made cookies and a line-up of
eager tasters had formed along the
Memorial Hallway. After checking in, the
tasters, with their tickets in hand, made
their way through the room chatting with
the bakers about their recipes and
collecting eight cookies of their choice.
Most of the bakers and tasters were from Ottawa. One exception was Sue
Jennett. Sue has a small gluten-free bakery in Kingston. In part, her interest
in Cookie Jam stemmed from a desire to see how her cookies measured up
against those of home bakers. However, Sue also had a more personal
connection to Cookie Jam. Her mum, Helen Curnow (nee Tolle), had been a
Sunday School teacher at Parkdale in the 1950s and a regular attendee at
Young Peoples, and her parents, Helen and Eric, were married at the church
almost 60 years ago. So, on the morning of October 5th, Sue picked up her
mother and a friend from their homes in Kingston and made the two-hour
drive to Ottawa. The trip was an all-around success. Sue’s ‘Chocolate Chip
Cookies’ came second place in the Best Gluten-Free category and both
mother and daughter enjoyed themselves. Sue described her mum’s return to
Parkdale in this way: “She had a great time. It was such a nice atmosphere,
with so many young people in the Church Hall. It was good to see her have a
good time just chatting with her friend, having an afternoon out.”
Ottawa Cookie Jam 2013 was more than a cookie sale. It was also a cookie
competition. Bakers wishing to participate in the competition entered their
cookies into one of six categories. The most popular were Best Family Recipe
and Best Unexpected Ingredient with 18 and 10 entries respectively.
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Judging for the cookie competition kicked off at 1:45. The nine judges were a
mix of community members and ‘foodies’: Anne DesBrisay, author of Capital
Dining; Lynne Frappier, host of Must.Love.Food on Rogers TV; John
Ferguson, owner of Giant Tiger; Nadia
Kharyati, owner of Raw Sugar; Vicky
Smallman, community activist and
blogger; Jeff Stewart, owner of Pressed;
and Chris Cline, host of Digestive Tracks
on CKCU. There were also two familiar
faces on the stage: Rev. Anthony Bailey
and Rev. Debbie Roi. Rev. Roi deserves
special mention for stepping in at the
last minute to fill the spot of a judge
who was unable to attend.
The judges worked hard for almost two hours, tasting their way through two
categories each and then comparing the category winners to determine Best
In Show. Competition entries included Choco-Toffee Nut Explosion,
Romantic Red Velvet, Wookie Cookies, Sweet Sassy Mollassy, and Garlic
Shortbread.
Parkdale bakers held their own in the competition.
Barbara Faught’s ‘A Taste of Mars’ took second place in
the Best Unexpected Ingredient category. Jenna Lester’s
entry, ‘Campfire S’More Sandwiches,’ was the runner-up
in the Best Sandwich Cookie category. Benjamin Bosch,
the youngest winner by far, came first in the Best Twist
on a Tradition category with his ‘Chocolate Dip Flag’
cookie. The big winner of Ottawa Cookie Jam 2013,
however, was Josee Mela. Her cookie ‘PB and Jammin’ It,’
won the Best Sandwich Cookie category and Best in Show.
The event could not have happened without the support and encouragement
of the Parkdale congregation. Faye Beaufort and Carolynn Halkett deserve
special thanks, as do all of the Parkdale volunteers who helped with set-up,
refreshments, the competition, and
clean up.
Even before the day was through,
there were requests for an Ottawa
Cookie Jam 2014. We hope to see
you there!
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Photos by Peter Meerburg
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Parkdale Bookclub
Nov 17

And the Mountains Echoed by Kahled
Hosseini, 2013. Afghan author of The Kite
Runner. A heartbreaking read.

No meeting in December.
Titles for the new year in no particular order include:
‘Things Fall Apart’, ‘Canada, The Purchase’, ‘Not in My
Father's Footsteps’, ‘Death Comes to Pemberley’, and ‘Dear
Life’.
If you have any questions please email either Marlene
MacLean <marlenemaclean@gmail.com> or Heather
Brophy <h.brophy@sympatico.ca>
All Welcome!
Meet in the Ladies Parlor after church on book club days
Bring a lunch
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Debbie’s Covenanting Service
Many friends – both old and new – attended the inspirational and
meaningful covenanting service for Rev. Debbie Roi, held in the
sanctuary on Sunday evening, October 6. The service marked the
completion of the formal process of Debbie’s appointment as our new
Minister of Pastoral Care. (In this context, a covenant is essentially a tri
-partite agreement between a minister, a congregation, and the United
Church’s Ottawa Presbytery.) Debbie commenced her employment
with Parkdale at the beginning of September, following a detailed
assessment of our congregation’s staff needs, and then a search/
recruiting exercise.
The covenanting service, which was part worship and part
administrative process, was conducted by Rev. Trisha Elliott, Chair of
the Ottawa Presbytery. She noted that the Presbytery’s theme this year
is “Change happens.”
The sermon was preached by Rev. Jim Baldwin of Britannia United
Church, who was Debbie’s mentor during her pastoral internship at
Britannia in 2006. Rev. Baldwin also accompanied himself on the
guitar with a solo rendition of “Hallelujah,” the lyrics of which were
written by Debbie, and based on the hit song of the same name by
Canadian Juno Award-winning poet/musician Leonard Cohen.
Members of Parkdale’s DaleSong choir performed an anthem.
The other Parkdale worship leaders – Dr. Anthony Bailey and Melodee
Lovering, plus Music Director Troy Cross, took part in the service,
along with the members of Ottawa Presbytery who were in attendance.
Parkdale’s members of the Joint Search Committee (John Butcher,
Jacques Dicaire, Betty Hope-Gittens, Mary McLeod, Blaine Pauling,
and Christy Vodden) participated in the reading of the scriptures.

Several items symbolic of Debbie’s pastoral care ministry were
presented by congregational members: a Bible, signifying
teaching and proclaiming the Word (Matt Baker), a pitcher of
water, signifying baptising in the name of Jesus Christ (Peter
Meerburg), a basin and towel, representing service in the name of
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Jesus Christ (Samantha Tim), bread and wine, signifying
breaking the bread and blessing the communion cup (Beth
Gutsell), a teddy bear, symbolizing one who brings comfort
(Helen Hayes) and a teapot, representing the offer of hospitality
among us (Mary McLeod.)
Among those attending the service were some members of
Britannia United Church, as well as St. Andrew’s United in
Pakenham, where Debbie served from 2008 until her move to
Parkdale. Another visitor was Rev. Kim Vidal, recentlyappointed Minister at Bells Corners United, who was a
theological student colleague of Debbie’s at Queen’s University.
(Kim was Parkdale’s interim youth minister from September
2007 to June 2008.)
A time of fellowship and refreshments followed the covenanting
service.

A time of fellowship and refreshments was held following the covenanting
service for Rev. Debbie Roi. Shown above are Rev. Jim Baldwin (left),
Minister at Britannia United Church, with Debbie and Joint Search Committee
co-chairs Mary McLeod and John Butcher. (Mary is also chair of our
Council’s Pastoral Care Team)
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IMAGES & STORIES – October 25, 2013
WALKING THE CAMINOS
It was indeed a riveting start to this, the first presentation in the third year of
our monthly Friday night series of “Images & Stories”. Anthony prayed for the
group of about 25 guests and for guidance; Janet Taylor welcomed our
presenter Jim Gemmell and his wife, Pamela. If you have ever walked the
Caminos, you will agree that Jim Gemmell’s presentation of his seven walks
was a testament to his fortitude, his love of solitude and nature, and the
overflow of feelings that these walks evoke. If, like me, you have never heard
of nor walked the Caminos, you could not help being provoked into a yearning
for this grueling yet humbling and empowering experience. Those of us over
65, those of us who feel somewhat weak-kneed began to doubt that we would
ever venture down these paths. However, by the end of his presentation, any
doubt we had of ever attempting this feat soon disappeared when he informed
us that many people over 60 do this trek, at times over 700-800 kilometers and
that he actually met a man over 90 years of age on one of his walks. However,
the average age of the people doing these walks is between 30-60 years.
This was somewhat of a history lesson, especially for those of us who had
never even heard of the Camino Walk. The majority of people on this walk are
on their way to the sacred Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela at the far
northwest corner of Spain where the remains of Saint James, one of the
disciples of Jesus Christ, are said to be buried. There are, indeed, many stories
about how his remains got there and if, indeed, the remains are actually there.
Nevertheless, the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in the province of
Galicia, northwestern Spain, attracts hundreds of thousands of pilgrims who
trek hundreds of kilometers to pay their respects and indulge in rituals and
traditions, some involving the burning of incense - some, rather spectacular,
originating centuries ago. Roughly half the participants do this walk for
religious reasons and the other half do it for non-religious reasons or simply to
walk. They simply lock their doors and walk for days, weeks or months.
There are several starting points for the various caminos and Jim has walked
seven Caminos. The Camino Frances, starting in the middle of France, is the
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most travelled. The Camino del Norte runs near the coast with a view of the ocean and
mountains. This route is less travelled than the Camino Frances. The Caminos have
hostels along the way called “Albergues” at which one can stop for a bath, food and
sleep. They have the bare necessities and sleeping is in dormitory-like facilities with
many cots close to each other. However, there are, as well, quite outstanding facilities.
One of Jim’s most memorable encounters was when he happened upon a monastery
housing 12 monks all seemingly over 60 years old. The building was very ornate,
obviously a medieval building, yet with very comfortable amenities. He gave another
example of a basic dormitory run by two Italian monks who insisted on washing the
travellers’ feet. He found it to be a beautiful place and a lovely experience, especially as
he had no idea where he was. Most of these places have a specific time for arrival
departure. Also, most places have a set fee but this one asked for voluntary
contributions.
Jim enjoys doing the treks alone and walks like the Via de la Plata from the south of
Spain satisfy his yearning for solitude. On this path you seldom meet other people. He,
in fact, passed only 5 people over hundreds of kilometers. There are signs in the form of
yellow arrows with the emblem of the Camino indicating the direction one should
follow. Some are very rustic and others quite sophisticated. The path on the Via de la
Plata is almost non-existent – a path completely overgrown with bushes, even taking
you through an old barn overgrown with grass. One travels the ruins of what was once a
Roman road and walks the shambled road of stones bearing cartwheel marks imprinted
over 2000 years ago. On some of his off-the-beaten-paths, Jim has seen castles and
areas of Spain one never sees. He has seen the Picos de Europa – the highest mountains
in Spain, and saw Cork Oak trees. Jim was visibly carried away in his presentation and
mentioned these walks as “humbling experiences”.
In thanking Jim for this didactic and memorable presentation, Faye raised the thought of
members of Parkdale going on this pilgrimage sometime, and wondered aloud if this
could be a trip led by Anthony and perhaps, just perhaps, Jim might consider

guiding us.
Faye Beaufort
Images & Stories –Sub Committee of Mission, Outreach & Justice Committee
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The Next Friday Night
“Images and Stories”
Friday, Nov. 29th
at 7:00 PM
Northern Labrador in Those Days
Join us for a real slide show presentation by Hannie
Fitzgerald of her upbringing and life in Northern
Labrador.
This is Hannie of the "Fumblin' Fingers" who often
serenades our In From The Cold guests with traditional
music from the East
Coast and beyond.
The presentation
starts at 7:00 PM,
followed by

beverages, treats and
fellowship at 8:00
PM.
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RECIPE
A Taste of Mars
1 pkg of Mars miniature candy bars
1 cup of butter, softened
1 cup of creamy peanut butter
1 cup of granulated sugar
1 cup of light brown sugar
2 eggs
1 tsp. of vanilla
3 ½ cups of flour, sifted
1 tsp. baking soda
½ tsp. salt
chocolate for drizzling*
Beat together the butter, peanut butter and sugars with an electric
mixer on medium speed until light and fluffy. Add the eggs and
vanilla, beating well until all mixed. Mix in the flour, baking soda
and salt. Cover and chill dough for 2-3 hours.
Preheat oven to 325. Divide the refrigerated dough into
tablespoon sized portions and flatten each piece. Place about 2/3
of a small Mars bar in the middle of each piece and form a ball
around it.
Place on a lightly greased cookie sheet and bake for 10 to 12
minutes. The edges should be golden. Transfer to a wire rack to
cool completely. If desired, drizzle with chocolate.
For a quick ganache, heat a bit of cream in a microwave-safe dish
(1/4- ½ cup?) until almost boiling. Pour in enough chocolate
chips to reach the top of the cream. Wait a minute and stir until
smooth.


Note: These cookies were entered by Barbara Faught in the Cookie Jam
in the " Best Unexpected Ingredient" category. It took 2nd place.
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OTTAWA PRESBYTERY MEETING
change. There will be time each
month for storytelling.

Summary of the October Meeting
of Ottawa Presbytery

The main work for the evening
was an interactive process
regarding the principles of the
budget review process looking
forward to the 2015
budget. Information was shared
about the assets of the Presbytery,
and the patterns of expenditures
and revenues over the past 12
years. Presbyters were asked to
rank priorities and to offer
comments about investment
principles and management of
resources.

On a beautiful fall day Ottawa
Presbytery gathered at Manotick
United Church where they were
greeted with warm
hospitality. Following a delicious
dinner, the Chair, Rev. Trisha
Elliott, called the court to order in
the sanctuary where worship was
led by Rev. Sharon Moon and Rev.
Gail Christy. Maurice Beere, Chair
of the Manotick Council,
welcomed the presbytery to their
church home.

In celebration of the 50th Birthday
of the Ottawa School of Theology
and Spirituality (formerly the Lay
School of Theology) there was
cake and an announcement by
David Lee in verse regarding the
upcoming collegium November
10th on “What does it mean to be a
Person of Faith in the
21st Century?”

The agenda for the evening noted
the correspondence received from
Montreal and Ottawa Conference
with the letter released by
Conference concerning the Quebec
Charter of Values, and the
subsequent letter from the
Moderator commenting on the
same. These are available on the
M&O Conference website: http://
www.montrealandottawaconferenc
e.ca/site/node/897

October is the month in which the
Presbytery routinely receives the
notices of motion for the upcoming
budget year and assessments to the
pastoral charges. Finance Chair
Rev. Paul Dillman presented the
information and pastoral charges
were invited to seek clarification or
raise questions prior to the

The regular business of the
Presbytery was conducted through
the consensus packet. The Chair,
Rev. Trisha Elliott, introduced the
“Try, Try, Try Again” trophy to be
given to those willing to share
stories of failure on the way to
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November meeting when action will
be taken.

A number of committees had
information to share. Church in
Society through its chair, Charles
Barrett, invited applications for the
$5,100 seed money grant available
for street ministry. Barbara
Reynolds, chair of Nominations,
totally attired in pink, drew the
attention of presbyters to the pink
nominations announcement sheet
that will lift up opportunities for
service each month. Rev. Ed
Gratton presented, “C’est la vie”
on behalf of the Ministries in
French committee. He highlighted
the word “esprit”. Norma McCord
shared opportunities for
congregations to learn more about
engagement with Syrian refugee
work.

Rev. Dr. George Hermanson made
the Mission Support Committee
presentation. Each year ministries
can make application for Mission
Support Grants which are funded
from the Mission and Service Fund
of the United Church of Canada. The
Presbytery committee makes
recommendations to the Montreal
and Ottawa Conference committee
that is the determining body. The
2014 recommendations from Ottawa
Presbytery were presented noting
that the ministries that applied are
long standing recipients of the
funding and that there was a 25% cut
from the previous year in the money
available in 2014. George further
indicated that the cut could have
been even more severe if it had not
been that BC Conference had
received a generous bequest which
allowed them to bear the brunt of the
cuts and that the All Nation Circle
which previously had been protected
from any cuts, had agreed to take a
5% cut for 2014. The likelihood is
that there will be further cuts in
2015. The ministries supported by
Mission Support Grants are Centre
507, Algonquin College Campus
Ministry, Carleton University
Ecumenical Campus Ministry,
Carlington Community Chaplaincy,
Ottawa West End Community
Chaplaincy and the Alywin pastoral
charge. The presbytery also gives
direct grants, amounting to $16,500,
to the outreach ministries.

In keeping with the heavy focus on
finances during the meeting, Rev.
Lillian Roberts, Presbytery
Minister, introduced the “change
for change” loonie. Presbyters
were given a loonie with the
invitation to use the loonie for
engaging change over the coming
two months. At the December
meeting there will be opportunity
for offering back the loonies (and
any investment income earned) as
well as sharing some stories about
how people used their gift for
change. Lillian gave a
commissioning and benediction
and then chair, Trish Elliott
declared the meeting closed, all
business having been completed.
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RESURRECTION
by
Charles Levy
“Yes, I was there,” the old man said,
“That famous Easter night.”
At once his aging eyes lit up
And suddenly gleamed bright.
“'Twas in the old Kiev town hall,
The room was fully packed;
The parish priest was there to hear
His cherished faith attacked.
“Comrade Nikolai Bukharin
(Pravda's chief, you know)
Was there to prove his Christian faith
Was just a hollow show.
“Ah! What an eloquent address
The Comrade Leader made!
The heart of every Christian must
Have surely been dismayed.
“He ranted on for one full hour,
Deriding with deep scorn,
Those worshipers who served a God
That was of woman born.
“And even more absurd, said he,
That they be so misled,
That they would have such blind belief
In someone who was dead.
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“He stopped at last and wiped the sweat
That glistened on his brow,
And asked if anyone would like
To make some comment now.
“The sudden silence in that room
Gave it an eerie air,
And stealthy glances were exchanged
By men struck mute with fear.
“Then slowly from his chair in front
The parish priest arose,
And went behind the lectern where
At first, it seemed, he froze.
“Then nodding to the commissar
He faced the silent crowd,
And in a voice stentorian
He shouted out aloud.
“'Christ is risen!' he proclaimed.
And like a prisoner freed,
As one the crowd leapt to its feet
And cried: 'He's risen indeed!'”
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MORE BIBLE SNOBBERY?
Namby: I don’t know if I really want to see you this morning. Don’t get
me wrong; I do enjoy our conversations, but sometimes you say things or
ask questions that make me think too hard.
Pamby: So what’s wrong with thinking hard?
Namby: Nothing really, except when I begin to see myself in the picture.
Do you remember that you asked me whether saying the rosary, reading
the Bible or praying several times a day, or performing some religious
ritual necessarily makes someone better?
Pamby: Yes, I remember. Well, some with wiser heads than mine have
said that good habits can make us good and bad habits can make us bad.
Namby: So, if I brush my teeth regularly, will I have good teeth or
become a good teeth-brusher?
Pamby: You will have to check with your dentist on that and, while you
are at it, you should ask her if you will have good teeth if you eat sweets as
regularly as you brush.
Namby: You are having fun with this , aren’t you? But let us get back to
what started it, my friend who said that she couldn’t do without her Bible,
or my friend who says the Rosary or my friend who prays several times a
day. For example, do you think that reading the Bible, saying the Rosary
or praying several times a day will make someone a better person?
Pamby: Okay, let me deal with the Bible since it is best known in the
culture in which we grew up. I would say that it would depend on what
you read in the Bible. Stories about turning water into wine may attract
the attention of boozers and the one about the feeding of the five thousand
from just a few loaves of bread and a couple of fish might encourage the
Food Bank in a shortage.
Namby: You are still not taking me seriously! I really want to know
whether reading the Bible can make me a better person. Sometimes I feel
guilty even if I haven’t done anything wrong.
Pamby: I was and am taking you seriously. I chose those stories because I
wanted to show that, even if we believe that the Bible is a special book, we
should think carefully about what we read and perhaps, even more, how
we understand and interpret what we read in it.
Namby: That’s where I run into trouble. I grew up hearing people call
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the Bible “ the Good Book”, but there are all kinds of things in it that aren’t good,
such as war, murder, treachery, deceit, jealousy, revenge, betrayal, hypocrisy,
adultery, even witches.
Pamby: Yes, but there the Good Sare also amaritans, stories of friendships that
last, such as David and Jonathan, Ruth and Naomi, stories about incredible faith,
such as that of Moses or Paul ; you can also learn a lot about courage, hope,
feasting, rich and poor people, fantasizing and poetry.
Namby: Yes, but you haven’t mentioned the part that has been bugging me
most, forgiveness. Don’t tell me that I should forgive the bugger who sees me
waiting for the last parking spot at the mall and slips in ahead of me or the
neighbour who lets her Doberman do his thing on my lawn and then tells me that
“accidents happen”! I feel like making each of them an accident.
Pamby: I don’t think that the idea of forgiveness means that I shouldn’t react like
a normal human being when someone does something that makes me angry or
hurts my feelings. I don’t think that it is healthy or helpful to deny my feelings.
Namby: Well, thanks for that! I was giving myself a double whammy; first I was
feeling guilty for wishing to bash in the smart aleck driver’s head or to take my
dog to do his thing on the lawn of the Doberman's owner; then, I was feeling guilty
for having such thoughts rather than being willing to forgive.
Pamby: But I think that forgiveness helps by allowing us to be normal and
abnormal at the same time.
Namby: How so? Are you trying to confuse me again?
Pamby : No! Do you remember that I said that I thought that it was normal to feel
angry? Yes, you and I and everybody else is allowed. But I think that
“forgiveness” asks us to do something which isn’t normal as well, that is to tell the
person who hurt you that you aren’t going to hold it against him or her.
Namby: Wow! I’ve never thought about it like that. But that’s hard!
Pamby: Yes, of course, but I think that we feel and become better when we do it.
Namby: So “to forgive” is to be normal and abnormal at the same time?
Pamby: I think so . I have tried it ,off and on, and it seems to work. And maybe
that’s why we call the Bible “ the Good Book” , because it tells us exactly how we
are and how the world is , both good and bad and it’s good for us to have and
read a book like that.
Copyright @ JOHN HAREWOOD
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15.10.13

Yuletide Bazaar
We have a wonderful, caring and very busy congregation at
Parkdale and for many years individuals and families have
given of their time and talents to ensure a successful Bazaar. To
continue this wonderful tradition, please mark your calendars.
The Bazaar will be Saturday November 2, 10:00 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Your support with a donation, your time or your purchases
on Nov 2 will be most
appreciated. The Bazaar
remains one of the major
fundraisers for Parkdale,
usually contributing $10,000$12,000 to the church.

We will have many of your
favourite returning this year: Attic Treasure, Antiques and
Collectibles, Baking and Gourmet Foods, Books, Crafts,
Jewellery, Kitchen and Baths, Linens, Plants and Silent
Auction. In addition to this we are also happy to announce the
return of the Yuletide Cafe, (serving coffee, tea, juice, muffins
and cookies) and the mini-manicure activity, (a lovely hand
treatment).
A reminder, donations will be gratefully received up to Oct 31.
Donation for the Baking and Gourmet can be dropped off
Friday Nov 1. Please identify if your items contain peanuts.
Please No donations of clothing for the Bazaar.
Looking forward to seeing everyone on November 2.
Ann Tompkins
Yuletide Bazaar Convenor.
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REPORT OF COUNCIL

you are interested in providing input to
the work of the group, please do not
hesitate to contact one of the members
of the working group. Council will
engage in more detailed discussions on
this topic at its next meeting.
Peter Meerburg reminded Council
members that the Annual General
Meeting is fast approaching. There are
several positions on Council that are
currently unfilled and more may become
known in coming weeks; if you are
interested in becoming a part of
Parkdale’s governance structure, or have
any suggestions for nominations, please
do not hesitate to contact Peter
Meerburg.

MEETING OF OCTOBER 1, 2013
Parkdale Council met on October 1, 2013
for its first meeting of the fall session.
Council Chair, Matt Baker, welcomed
Reverend Debbie Roi, Parkdale’s new
Minister of Pastoral Care, to her first
meeting.
Melodee led the devotion, reminding us of
God’s presence with us at all times, and
encouraging us to be patient and wait for
God’s direction in all things. She read
Hebrews 11:9-12, reminding us that God
is always fair, and that we should follow
the example of those who had faith and
were patient until God kept his promise to
them. Melodee reminded us of the many
blessings bestowed on Parkdale and
opined that opportunities abound as well,
but we need to be patient and prayerful in
discerning God’s direction for our various
ministries. Melodee then led us in a time
of guided silent prayer for all of
Parkdale’s committees, choirs and staff.
Business items included an update from
the Memorial Fund Working Group,
during which co-chairs Samantha Tim and
Peter Schamerhorn outlined the group’s
objectives, progress to date and next steps.
The group, comprised of Samantha, Peter,
Kathleen Stephenson, Dave Smith, Pierre
Barbeau, and Scott Andrews, is
committed to thorough consultation with
respect to the development of appropriate
guiding principles for future expenditures
from the Memorial Fund and has met with
several committees and staff to date. If
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David Odumodu, Chair of Worship
Committee, provided an update on the
renewal of the Music Director’s
contract, which was renewed as of July
1, 2013 for a 12 month term. As noted
previously, the Worship Committee has
a wide-ranging mandate and is seeking
to expand its current membership;
support is specifically sought for
implementation of the Worship Arts
vision and for communion
arrangements. If you feel called to
respond to this request for support,
please contact David Odumodu.
Anthony provided a brief overview of a
proposal from Junior Smith, a Rowntree
Scholarship recipient and a Doctor of
Ministry student at St. Paul’s
University, related to a research project
that he is conducting about shifts in

the ethno-cultural composition of
Canadian society and how these
have affected the Church. This is
not an official UCC research
project, but Parkdale was selected as
one of about 130 congregations

follows:
The Ministry and Personnel (M&P)
Committee reported its pleasure in
welcoming Reverend Debbie Roi to
Parkdale as our new Minister of
Pastoral Care. M&P also reported
that annual interviews with staff
were held in May and June and a
reportedly very productive off-site
staff retreat was held on September
25. One of our part-time custodial
staff, Jeff Clifford, resigned in
August. We will miss Jeff and his
friendly presence, and wish him
well in his future endeavours. A
new part-time custodial staff person
is being sought.

randomly selected to participate in
the study. Individual participation
is entirely optional. Council agreed
that the congregation could be
surveyed in this regard. Information
on how to participate has been
provided in the Sunday bulletin;
please contact the church office if
you require additional information.
Ken Elder, Chair of Property
Trustees, provided an update on
upgrades in the Tape Hall kitchen.
Two new gas stoves with electrical
starts have been installed, complete
with new ducts over the stoves;
instruction has been provided to
frequent users. The stoves have
significant safety features, such as
electric start and no pilot light
burning constantly. With respect to
our ongoing concern about
improved accessibility, work has
begun on renovations to the
washroom outside the Memorial
Hall. Wheelchair cuts in the
sanctuary are also on the agenda for
the near future. The bump at the
bottom of the ramp in the Gladstone
parking lot will be fixed this year. It
was also confirmed that In From
The Cold will contribute to the cost
of the Tape Hall upgrade; the
transfer of funds will be made when
the final cost is known.

The Membership Development
Committee reported its delight in
the response to the magnetic name
tag campaign. As of the date of the
meeting, 125 name tags had been
ordered.
The Communications Committee
reported the addition of two new
members – Jill Williams, who has
offered to help with the redesign of
the Parkdale website, and Jessica
Dunkin, the driving force behind the
recent and very successful Ottawa
Cookie Jam, and who will also help
with website redesign. The
Committee welcomes input to
website redesign; if you have any
suggestions, please do not hesitate
to contact Carolynn Halkett. A onepage newcomer’s handout is being
designed by Danica Rogers; the
draft will be reviewed by the
Worship Committee and

As at all Council meetings,
Committee chairs provide written
reports on recent activities and
upcoming events, as well as a verbal
update on the highlights of their
work. A summary of these reports
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environmental stewardship for both
Parkdale hosted and externally
hosted events.

Membership Development before it
is finalized.
Thanks also go to Chris Hinds who
designed a one-page flyer promoting
Parkdale that was handed out at the
Rummage Sale. Generic e-mail
addresses have been created for all
Council members; these will be
posted on the website. In response
to popular demand, an information
session on Parkdale’s Facebook and
Twitter accounts will be offered
after service on October 27. There is
ongoing concern about privacy
issues related to content in The
Messenger, as it is posted on the
website. The Communications
Committee has drafted a privacy
statement that can be sent to anyone
who contributes an article to The
Messenger. Personal e-mail
addresses will be replaced with
Parkdale’s e-mail address where
appropriate.

The Pastoral Care Team officially
welcomed Rev. Debbie Roi at its
first meeting of the Fall on
September 30 and planned for the
Special Communion to be held on
October 20. The Team is looking
into the possibility of inviting Ian
Henderson to present a workshop to
the congregation on the power of
forgiveness. Stay tuned for more
information on this event. The
Caring Kitchens ministry has been
quite active over recent months;
sincere thanks to all those who have
contributed nutritious soups, meals,
muffins and desserts. If you like to
cook or bake, your very welcome
contributions can be left in the
freezer in the Tape Hall kitchen.
The Mission, Outreach and Justice
Committee reported that two United
Church petitions advocating justice
for Aboriginal peoples have been
provided for signature by members
of the congregation:
 A “Call for a national inquiry
into murdered and missing
Aboriginal women’; and
 A petition to ask the Canadian
government to regulate
Canadian mining companies
operating abroad

The Stewardship Committee had a
presentation by David Von Noppen
on “Debt Freedom Centre” and the
Freedom Initiative at its June
meeting. The Initiative supports
Debt Free Centres in local churches
across Canada. These centres
provide free advice on budgeting,
debt freedom, and referrals to
guidance on insolvency when
appropriate. Committee members
plan to visit one of the Ottawa
centres to learn more. The
Committee also continues to work
on a ‘Green’ Garbage Policy for
Parkdale that will encourage better

Sincere thanks were extended to
Parkdale members who provided
and delivered food to the Habitat for
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Humanity Build on September 11
and 24th. The first of the three
homes on Nantes Drive in Orleans
will be dedicated on October 30 and
the family will move in November
1. Thanks to all who support this
very worthwhile housing project.

Parkdale youth are manning the
Coffee Shop once again and served
soup in September. Between now
and the end of the year the Coffee
Shop will be open as follows:
October 20 (pumpkin themed
pastries), November 24 (pie day),
and December 15 (Christmas
cupcakes).

The Finance Committee reported
that, although the overall situation
looks good with an overall surplus
of almost $18K at the end of
August, the addition of a new staff
member in September and
significant capital expenditures on
the horizon will affect the current
positive situation. There may be a
need to engage in specific
fundraising projects in the near
future. The Committee distributed a
new Credit Card policy, which
outlined the need for pre-approval
of amounts in excess of $250.
Ministers’ Reports were also
provided to Council; highlights
follow:

Tom Grozinger will be teaching the
youth class during six weeks this
fall, doing a series on James and
Jude from our new curriculum,
Spice Rack. Youth have been
informed about a very exciting
opportunity to participate in a trip to
Haida Gwaii (formerly the Queen
Charlotte Islands) in BC, which will
be offered through our Presbytery.
This would dovetail well with the
emphasis on Aboriginal issues
which the youth hope to pursue in
the new year. The Point will be held
on October 26 at Rideau Park
United Church. This is an
opportunity to gather with other UC
youth from around the Presbytery
for an evening of great music and
interactive worship. Junior youth
plan to meet on October 20 for a
games night. Five young people
have expressed an interest in
confirmation; classes towards this
end began on October 6. Parents
and Tots began on October 16, and
may move from weekly to biweekly meetings. The next
intergenerational worship service
will take place on November 17.
On November 3 at 3 pm CE will be

Melodee reported a wonderful
experience at Family Camp in June,
with about 70 people of all ages
attending. Despite the rain,
everyone fully participated in indoor
and outdoor activities – campfires,
hiking, swimming, boating and
times of worship. The camp has
been booked again for a weekend in
June 2014. Sunday school is off to a
good start, although space is getting
a little tight! The nursery is also
busy, seeing twenty or more infants
and toddlers some weeks! Thanks
be to God!
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each other and to do some
reflection on our congregation’s
vision, mission and values, and
begin to plan our work going
forward. He also advised of two
Bible studies (John –Tuesday
morning and Job- Wednesday
evening) each with an average of
20-25 participants weekly, which
he is leading. Hospital and home
visits continue, and will be
increasingly shared with Rev.
Debbie Roi. Over coming weeks,
Anthony will be absent from
October 22-24 to attend and speak
at the United Church’s Black
Clergy Gathering in Halifax, and
from October 25-27 to lead
worship and present at a
stewardship seminar for the United
Methodist Church’s Susquehanna
Conference in Kingston,
Pennsylvania. He will preach on
Sunday at Dorranceton United
Methodist Church in the same
Pennsylvanian town. On
November 17, Anthony has
accepted to be the Anniversary
Preacher at Knox United Church,
Agincourt, Toronto.

hosting Luv2Groove, a hip hop
dance workshop for kids followed
by a spaghetti supper. The supper is
for all members of Parkdale and will
start at 5 pm. Proceeds from this
will help support the family camp in
June 2014. This year our Christmas
pageant will include a component of
participation from parents and kids.
There will be a supper and final
dress rehearsal on Wednesday
evening, December 11 beginning at
6 pm. “Bethlehem Bound” will be
performed during the Sunday
morning worship service on
December 15. On November 12
(Tuesday evening), Melodee will be
recognized by Presbytery; if you
would like to attend this event,
please contact Beth Gutsell. Last but
not least, Melodee has been serving
as the acting chair of the Youth and
Young Adult Committee of
Presbytery while Rev. Steve Clifton
is on sabbatical and will assume that
position formally in January 2014.
Congratulations, Melodee!

Anthony reported on the
facilitated retreat on September
28, which provided an opportunity
to become better acquainted with

The Council meeting adjourned
with a meaningful prayer
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
What would this mean ...

Parkdale to
Introduce
Recycling Policy

Provided the proposed policy is
approved by Council, all Parkdale
committees and organizations, as
well as any outside organizations
using the facilities of Parkdale
United, will be asked, where
feasible and practical, to observe a
series of guidelines as part of their
normal activities.

A proposal will soon be submitted
to Council requesting that it approve
a policy that will include guidelines
on recycling, as developed by the
Stewardship Group. This planned
policy is intended to guide groups
and individuals in the use and
recycling of various types of
recyclable and non-recyclable
products used or resulting from
Parkdale-associated activities.

This will include such practices as
avoiding the use of non-recyclable
products, such as those containing
Styrofoam, and recycling and
composting those items of refuse
that can be recycled or composted.

Some background...
As Christians, we are called on to
steward the earth and all its
resources. This is clearly set out in
the New United Church of Canada
Creed, which reads in part:

The most frequent occasions that
will require this type of vigilance
will be events where food is served.
Event organizers will be
encouraged, when purchasing
supplies, to look for paper or
otherwise recyclable or

... We are called to be the
Church:
to celebrate God's presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
...

compostable products. A list of
suggested sources where
environmentally friendly
products can be obtained will be
available through the Church
office.

In practical terms, this involves
reducing our ecological footprint to
the extent possible and practicable
and taking whatever steps are
necessary to avoid adding to the
burdens we now place on the earth
and our natural environment.

How could my activity
help?
As part of implementing these
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Parents
and
Tots

practices, event organizers will
need to do additional preplanning; this would involve the
need to make provision for the
types of receptacles required to
allow for the sorting of various
kinds of refuse into the
appropriate streams—recyclable,
compostable, non-recyclable,
etc. and to ensure that
participants/attendees dispose of
their refuse appropriately.

What if I have more
questions?
Additional information will be
provided once the policy has
been approved by Council.
Let’s all try to be good stewards
of the precious resources
provided to us.

On NOW!
Wednesday mornings*
10am to noon
Parkdale Nursery
Those with infants and
preschool children are welcome
to join us for play time, adult
conversation, snacks and
opportunities to get to know
other Christian parents with
kids of the same age.
Moms and Dads welcome!!!
* Please email Melodee
(melodeelovering63@yahoo.ca)
if interested in attending or
looking for more information as
dates may change.
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EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor this issue: Blaine Pauling
Proofreader: Jaylyn Wong
Contributors: John Harewood, Cathy Lees, Nancy Goodyer,
Charles Levy, Elise Mennie, John Harewood, Ann Tompkins,
Val Hum, Camille Beaufort, Jessica Dunkin
We are always looking for new ideas,
volunteers and submissions.
The Parkdale Messenger is published at Parkdale United Church
on the last Sunday of each month and includes a calendar of
events and activities for the following month.
We reserve the right to edit, condense or reject submissions, but
will try to find space for all.

Next issue: December 2013.
Editor next issue: Danica Rogers
Please submit articles and materials to

messenger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
or the church office
by Sunday November 10th*

*3rd last Sunday of each month
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