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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK

invitation to a
loving and
faith-filled
relationship.
In addition to that invitation we
are also questing after that same
intimacy with God. Deep down
we know we cannot keep up the
way we are going. So busy, so
frazzled, so insecure, so anxious,
so wounded, so self-absorbed, so
fearful, driven and out of
breath…. God longs for us to get
the memo that we are not called
to achieve our life but rather to
receive it. I am still trying to
learn this lesson. What I know is
that when I am trying to achieve
my life, a constant companion is
disappointment; I can never
achieve enough. Those times
when I trust God enough to receive my life, then I find myself
in the enduring company of gratitude for who God is and what
God is achieving in my life and
in the world.

Prayer as “keeping company with
God”

For all the “missing the point”
that often occurred with Jesus’
disciples, and all the competition
and hard-headedness that they
displayed, they got some very
important things right. One was
about the importance of prayer,
even if they did not always practice this faithfully. (Luke 22: 3946)
You notice that the disciples, as
far as we know, never asked Jesus, “Lord teach us how to be
busier. Lord, teach us how to
multitask and manage our heavy
agendas more effectively.” No,
they did ask Jesus however,
“Lord, teach us how to pray”.
They witnessed the regularity
with which Jesus prayed; they
witnessed his enduring commitment to prayer and quickly understood something of its importance in Jesus’ life and ministry.
The disciples longed for the intimacy they witnessed Jesus having with God and wanted in on
this grace. (Luke 11:1)

Prayer keeps us linked deeply
with God and God’s purposes for
us and for the world. Prayer
helps us discern what we must
pray for and how we might act to
join God in answering the prayer.
Prayer also reveals the hidden
and sometimes “ugly” parts of

Prayer, as St. Clement of Alexandria wrote is: “keeping company with God”. In speaking
with and listening to and for
God, we are responding to God’s
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ourselves; the parts we would
rather not admit to. They are
brought to the light of our consciousness and offered to God.
The promise of God’s response
of healing, forgiveness and transformation, is to be trusted.

much for which to pray. The
truth is that sometimes prayer is
hard. Of course it is often rewarding and grounding and all
that; but truth be told, sometimes
it can be boring and seem tedious. It is a mark of God’s grace
and our commitment to knowing
and loving God, and to the biblical summons to pray, that we
persist and surprisingly reap unexpected blessings of consolation, wonder, insight, discernment and healing. As well, we
reap the joy of witnessing transformation and blessing in others
for whom we and our congregation prays. God’s Spirit has
promised to accompany us and
help us in our praying and in our
life…trust this promise and welcome this presence.

We are best able to partner with
God to work on these unseemly
parts of ourselves if we are experiencing and trusting the love
of God. We know deep down
that we need to receive love in
order to give it. Pastor and
scholar Dr. Craig Barnes writes:
Not only do we have to receive
the love of God in order to give
love to others, but we also have
to receive it in order to work in
freedom, As long as we are
working without a conviction
that we are already cherished,
we will try to manipulate the
workplace into our source of self
-esteem…God loves us not as a
necessity, but as a choice.”

Philip Yancey, who in his book
called Prayer sums up what Jesus
teaches about prayer: “keep it
honest, keep it simple, keep it
up.” I invite you to engage with
the following prayer exercise.

Jesus modeled for us how to remain connected to God, corrected by God and directed by
God. In our prayer life with God,
we can “keep it real” as the teenagers used to say. Prayer for
others, prayer for peace and justice, prayer for blessing and healing and salvation, prayers of
thanksgiving and joy, prayers for
crises in the world…there is so

A prayer exercise: Psalm 46:10
Take a quiet moment and find a
still place at home, work or out
of doors.. Once there, take a couple of minutes to settle and then
sit comfortably and start to
breathe deeply and slowly. Let go
of distractions and try to be in
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the “now” moment. Trust the
One who promises…”I will be
with you always” and “I will
never leave you or forsake you”
to indeed be with you now.

You will know. It may not happen
the first time or second time you
do this…or it may. Try to set
aside at least twenty minutes for
this. There is no magic formula
here, it is rather trusting God to
draw near to us as God has
promised to do.

This may or may not be new for
you. Just sit quietly and let God
know you are ready to listen for
God’s “voice”…ready to be
open to God’s Spirit.
Continue to breathe slowly…let
the sheer silence envelope
you….and listen. Keep breathing
slowly….slowly

I invite you to do this regularly
and intentionally for at least
seven days. After each day take
time to note (write, remember)
the experience of taking the time
to do this prayer.

As thoughts come, just treat them
as leaves floating on the river
and let them float away.. Just let
your thoughts go and only focus
on the longing you have to hear
from God, to experience
God….at some point that longing
will give way to the awareness of
an actual experience of God’s
presence.

Your partner in prayer,
Anthony

You may say: How will I know?
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NOVEMBER
All Saints Day - November 1, 2016
- Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 and Psalm 149
- Ephesians 1:11-23
- Luke 6:20-31
Proper 27 (32) - November 6, 2016
- Haggai 1:15b-2:9 and Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or Psalm 98
- Job 19:23-27a and Psalm 17:1-9
- 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
- Luke 20:27-38
Proper 28 (33) - November 13, 2016
- Isaiah 65:17-25 and Isaiah 12
- Malachi 4:1-2a and Psalm 98
- 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
- Luke 21:5-19
Reign of Christ - Proper 29 (34) - November 20, 2016
- Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Luke 1:68-79
- Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Psalm 46
- Colossians 1:11-20
- Luke 23:33-43
First Sunday of Advent - November 27, 2016
- Isaiah 2:1-5
- Psalm 122
- Romans 13:11-14
- Matthew 24:36-44
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University and College student care packages
Each November, Parkdale sends care packages to
our young people studying away from home. November is often a difficult time, with the stress of
deadlines and exams.
In order to prepare these boxes we are in need of:
1. Donations of non-perishable snacks (gratefully
received on or before November 18th)
2. The names (and addresses) of Parkdale members attending college or university away.
For more information, please contact
Camille Beaufort camille4parkdale@gmail.com
or call the church office at 613-728-8656
Blessings
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Special Communion Service
A Special Communion Service was held at Parkdale United Church on
Sunday, October 16, 2016.

After the Service, refreshments prepared by
the Pastoral Care Team and
fellowship were enjoyed by everyone.

It was very much appreciated by those who cannot make it to the regular Services.
Barbara Faught gave
the Words of Wecome and
other parts of the Service,
Rev. Jack Lovering gave the
Sacrement of Holy Communion, Gloria Anderson sang a Solo "Close to
Thee", and Freeda Sutton
played for the Service.
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Birthdays in November
Our warmest greetings to:
Jenna Lester
Ekom Akpan
Akpan, Uyo-obong
Hilkes, Rob
Baird, Barbara
Menzies, Emily
Hilkes, Seth
Okumu, Joshua
Jeglic, Oliver
Halstead, Chris
Stockwell, Alexandra
Sproule, Michael
McGarry, Jeanetta
Goetz, Matthew
Pauling, Blaine
Allen, Estelle
Sproule, Mary
Colley, Adeline
Shepard, Sarah
Mason, Lorena
Bailey, Wendy
Gibbs, Jenna
Robin, Nora
Hilkes, Irene
Anderson, Alec
Griffith, Hepsy
Fincham, Daria

1st
3rd
3rd
3rd
4th
6th
6th
7th
7th
8th
8th
10th
12th
15th
16th
17th
18th
20th
20th
21st
24th
24th
24th
24th
27th
28th
30th
If you would like your birthday to be a
secret and your name taken off the list,
or if your name was not included and
you would like it to be added, please let
the office know.
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The Statistics Canada Choir presents…

Sunday, December 11, 2016, 7 PM
Parkdale United Church
429 Parkdale Ave, (at the corner of Gladstone), Ottawa
Net proceeds to Parkdale’s ‘In From the Cold’ Program
Come and enjoy the music of Mozart and a variety of our favorite carols and
songs of the season, while supporting ‘In from the Cold’!
Tickets
$10 in advance ($15 at the door)
Free for ages 12 & under
About Statistics Canada Choir:
All members of the choir are employees or former employees of Canada’s national statistical agency. We offer two series of concerts per
year with net proceeds supporting local charities in the National
Capital Region. The choir will be celebrating its 25th anniversary in
2017. Our conductor is Benoit Allard.
Our program:
The first part of our concert features ‘Vesperae solennes de confessore’ by W.A. Mozart–who is also marking a special anniversary, having died 225 years ago. We will also present 25 years of our festive
favorites, going back to our beginnings in the fall of 1992.

For tickets and information, contact: Elise Mennie at dunmenni@hotmail.com
or 819-595-1294.
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Musical Musings
By Jono Hamer-Wilson

and touch. I’m thrilled that we
now have a suitably fine instrument to accompany the many
meaningful services that take
place in the chapel throughout
the year. (So, a big thank-you
to the donors - I didn’t have a
chance to ask them if they were
OK with publicising who gave
the piano, so I’m erring on the
side of caution here - and also to
Carol, who co-ordinated the logistics of the installation.) But
the ravages of time, shifting seasons, loving use and physical
displacement meant for an extended tuning and repair session...

“tune our hearts to sing thy
grace”
A couple of weeks ago, three of
the church pianos were tuned.
It was quite an undertaking: a
whole afternoon’s work on the
part of the worthy David
Anderson, who’s been maintaining Parkdale’s pianos for
many years now. Incidentally and I know it’s not a growth
industry, with the electronic
instruments available these days
- but if you’re wondering about
career options, these guys can
tune up to 8 or 10 pianos a day,
at $100-$150 each. Not much
overhead, either; so you do the
math!

So, off I went to practise the
organ for the upcoming Sunday
service. Still being a novice on
the piano’s louder cousin, practising takes me quite a while!
When I was done, David had
moved on to the parlour, but
was by no means finished with
the lovely Martin Orme that
graces the room’s north-east
corner. This piano is used by
various groups for rehearsals including Dalesong and the children’s choir - and also for hymn

In any case, on this day David
definitely earned his money...
and then some. First stop after
lunch was the chapel, where a
generous gift from one of our
church families - a glorious
Heintzman, in very solid condition - was recently installed.
Heintzmans are a very distinctive, and distinctively Canadian,
piano, with a truly unique sound
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vicissitudes; so when the piano
is tuned exactly to concert pitch,
the discrepancy with the organ’s
pipes becomes more obvious.
Which goes to show: no matter
how you strive, perfection in
pitch - as in all of life - is more
or less impossible to attain. And
all this got me thinking about
the second line of that beloved
hymn, “Come thou fount of
every blessing”: tune our hearts
to sing thy grace. It got me
wondering: what are the seasons, displacements, and loving
(or otherwise!) uses that put me
out of tune? How does it feel to
have your heart tuned, anyway?
A bit stretchy, perhaps? A bit
jarring and jangly? Learning to
live in harmony with my
neighbours - other instruments
in God’s orchestra - that’s more
than an afternoon’s work!
Praise be to our Heavenly
Tuner: for being the Song, the
Singer, the instrument Maker
and Healer. I’d say, on reflection, our hearts are in good
hands.

singing at Bible studies, etc.; so
it’s an important element of
our instrumental resources.
Orme was a piano manufacturer
in Ottawa’s West End; and for
a church like Parkdale, where
engagement with the community is such a vital part of our
spiritual identity, I think it’s
very fitting to be using and
maintaining a piano created
right here in our city.
I needed to get home and cook
dinner. Don, Khan, the preschool staff - most of humanity,
in fact - were all signing off for
the weekend. But David’s
work was far from done: the
sanctuary piano, our Yamaha
grand, still awaited his tender
ministrations. (He told me he
likes to save the best till last!) I
don’t know what time that poor
bloke went home; but I’m sure
the autumn twilight was well
and truly settling in when he
slid his bill under the office
door, and slipped out of the finally silent building to be reunited with his family, or dog,
or whoever was waiting patiently for him…
Strangely, there’s a down-side
to tuning the sanctuary piano.
The organ has its own melodic
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Mission, outreach & justice

Images & Stories
Friday, November 25,
2016 @ 7:00 PM
Travel with Marilyn Hahn
(without the jet-lag or security
concerns) as we visit some of
the highlights of Vietnam and Angkor Wat, Cambodia. This vibrant part of the world boasts
spectacular scenery, ancient wonders and wonderful people.

Living into Right Relations
Shawenjeagamik (Centre 510) is growing in good ways
The Shawenjeagamik Indigenous Drop-In (Centre 510) blossomed over
the summer with flower and vegetable gardens and the energy of a new
cook and student volunteers. The 510 Rideau St. location was renovated in September so that its kitchen can be used to train food workers
and start a catering business later this year, thanks to a social enterprise
grant. During the renovations, breakfast and lunch continued to be
served to homeless clients out of St-Paul’s Eastern United Church on
Cumberland St. Continued donations are needed to cover groceries
until at least December, when it is hoped that the catering business
will start to earn income. You can donate through the Odawa Native
Friendship Centre website at http://www.odawa.on.ca/. (Be sure to indicate that your donation is for Centre 510.) Volunteers are needed
for serving meals and make an important difference. If you’re interested in volunteering, contact the volunteer coordinator, Manuela Popovici of the Right Relations Network at amanuelap@gmail.com or
speak to Elise Mennie at dunmenni@hotmail.com.
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RECIPE
Pasta with Burst Tomatoes and Shrimp
Submitted by Mary Sproule

This is a very quick, easy recipe which only takes 30
minutes to make, so helpful on a busy day. I often
use large, frozen shrimp which makes it even
faster. Enjoy !


12 oz. fettucine (375



1 tsp. chili flakes

grams)



Salt and freshly ground



3 tbsp olive oil



3 cloves of garlic, sliced



2 cups cherry tomatoes



1 pound (500 grams)

pepper


olive oil


shrimp, peeled


1 tbsp. extra virgin
1/4 cup toasted breadcrumbs

12 oz stemmed mixed
greens, roughly chopped

1. Boil pasta for 10-12 minutes or al dente
2. Drain, reserving 1 cup of pasta water
3. Heat oil in a large skillet, add garlic and tomatoes and saute
until tomatoes burst, 1-2 minutes.
4. Add shrimp, cook until light pink, 2-3 minutes. Stir in
greens, chili flakes until greens wilt.
5. Add pasta and toss together. Add enough pasta water to
moisten. Season well with salt and pepper
6. Toss with extra virgin olive oil and finish with breadcrumbs. Serve immediately. Serves 4
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the food was not tantalizing
enough, Peter as "Trivia Master" quizzed us during the evening, testing our brains mainly
on matters we should have
known about Parkdale and
general religious issues.

CELEBRATING PARKDALE'S CULTURE - Past,
Present & Future: Saturday, October 15, 2016
To commemorate Parkdale's
85th year, the Mission, Outreach and Justice committee
switched its tradition of celebrating the various cultures of
Parkdale's members and
friends to celebrating Parkdale's past, present & future
culture.

Our guests certainly enjoyed
the humour brought out by
Lauren Barbour's interview of
the Baird family (Barbara, Len
& David) as they recalled and
gave us a taste of Parkdale as
the hub of fun and activity in
"those days". This was also
backed up by Ellen Andrews'
stories, during her interview by
Elaine West, as she recalled
growing up in Parkdale and
now having her own family
worshiping at Parkdale. Her
family certainly represents
Parkdale today, with Ellen herself being a past chair of Parkdale's Council and her husband, Scott, now the Chair of

Rev. Anthony Bailey opened
with prayer and then Peter
Meerburg played a master role
as the evening's Emcee. It was
certainly not an easy task for
him to get over one hundred
guests (who were bent on
viewing and enjoying the potluck spread of sumptuous international food) to settle
down for a trivia game. As if
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Council. Through John Harewood's interview with two of
our young people (Zaya
Kuyene and Alison Gomes)
we were given a peak into
what we can expect of Parkdale in the future. They are
not sure from where they will
worship as our building will
likely have other uses - if, indeed, it will still exist. The
internet and other electronic
systems will certainly be the
norm. They will pick and
choose if they want to hear a
sermon - and for how
long! Who knows what the
next century will bring. The
evening was very entertaining
and ended with dancing to the
music from the 40s to the 90s
played by Noel Dimar & his
wife.

to make this 85th anniversary
celebration such a special
event. Thanks again to the
Baird family, Ellen Andrews,
Zaya Kuyene and Alison Gomes for sharing your memories and time with us. Thanks
also to interviewers Lauren,
Elaine, John and our Emcee
Peter. We could not have
done it without the gifts of
potluck food from everyone,
Richard on sound, those of
you who worked on set-up,
worked in the kitchen arranging things and Shirley, Christine, Judy & Sung seeing to
the important task of cleaning
up. (Good job Committee
Members: Estelle Allen, Jennifer Payne, Mona Moorhouse.
On trivia, Elaine West, John
Harewood, Carolynn Trites,
Cathy Sandiford, Anthony
Bailey)

The Mission, Outreach & Justice committee is grateful to
everyone who came on board

Faye Beaufort - MO&J Chair.
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Parkdale's Annual Women's
Retreat January 7th & 8th

Location: Galilee Centre, 398 John
St. N, Arnprior, Car-pooling will be
available.

We hope to see as many women in
the congregation as possible for
another great opportunity to get to
know each other better in a fun,
spiritual, two day retreat in
Arnprior.

To register: Sign up on the bulletin
board sheet in Gladstone Hall to indicate that you are interested in attending. There will be a registration
table one Sunday in November or
you may contact Sam Tim
at samluetim@yahoo.ca or call the
church office.

This year's theme is "Steeped in
God’s Love" -- knowing God and
letting God work in us brings out
the best in us just as delicious tea
is only brought forth when the hot
water meets the blend. Appreciating the gifts we all bring and acknowledging that without God, they
are often just dry. Focusing on
what is really important and our
spiritual gifts, not just externals.

Registration deadline: December 5th
Cost: $185 per person
Payment: A cheque made payable
to Parkdale United, clearly marked
"Women's Retreat" may be put in
your weekly envelope. Special arrangements can be made if you are
unable to pay by contacting Melodee
in the office.

Bring your favorite tea cup or one
with a history to share, as we use tea
to discuss scripture passages, partake
in a guided reflection using herbs,
dance, outdoor activity, and other
surprises as we laugh together in this
beautiful, casual space.

Donation: Anyone wishing to donate
to enable someone to go may put a
cheque into the weekly envelope,
clearly marked "donation for
Women's Retreat" and a tax receipt
will be given.

Hope you can join us for tea!
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ALWAYS IN SEASON

Pamby: Oh, I’m dying to hear.

Namby: Good morning, Pamby.

Namby: The day when a friend of
mine was in the pedestrian crossing
and an approaching car wasn’t slowing down. Almost without thinking,
I pulled her back. Otherwise, she
would have been killed, if not both
of us. She thanks me every time she
sees me.

Pamby: And a good morning to you
as well, Namby.
Namby: So, how was your Thanksgiving?
Pamby: Well, I liked the weather; I
had to try hard to remember that the
summer had gone.

Pamby: Well, mine is different
because I don’t know whether it
happened by instinct or intelligence.
One day, a Saturday, I withdrew
money from the Bank machine and
left my wallet right there.

Namby: Yes, if it goes on like this,
the birds will not know when to
leave for the south.
Pamby: It’s funny how they are a
bit like us in observing the change
in the weather, although they don’t
have words to express it.

Namby: Wow! That’s scary. What
happened afterwards?
Pamby: It arrived in the mail on the
following Tuesday. Nothing had
been touched. Up to today, I don’t
know who found it or sent it.

Namby: That’s true , but they seem
to do very well with what they have.
Pamby: Yes, sometimes I wonder
how it would be to have instinct like
them, rather than intelligence like us.

Namby: I call such incidents
“unexpected acts of kindness”,
where you don’t have the opportunity to say “thank you”.

Namby: Wow! This is the first time
that I heard you admit that you had
intelligence.

Pamby: I have heard them explained
by saying that “we have guardian
angels “or that “God is protecting
us”.

Pamby: Nothing strange about that;
we human beings are all supposed to
have it, and since I am human, I
think I would qualify. What about
you?

Pamby: But why should he be protecting us more than others?
Namby: Some answer by saying
“because we are his children”, but

Namby: There have been times
when instinct has served me well.
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of evil.

that isn’t convincing for me because
I couldn’t believe in a God who has
favourites.

Namby: Okay, but what about the
people who have faith?

Pamby: So what do you make of
that chorus which is sung so enthusiastically at Thanksgiving?
I mean “All good gifts around us
Are sent from heaven above
Then thank the Lord, O thank the
Lord
For all his love”.

Pamby: If they are Christian, Jesus
of Nazareth is their model. They
believe in him, his mission and his
ministry, and they see the good that
they do as a way of continuing his
service.
Namby: And are you also saying
that it is their way of saying “thanks”
to him?

Namby: I would go for that because
it seems to include everybody without singling out favourites.

Pamby: Definitely! And they don’t
wait for any special season to do it.

Pamby: I see it as a statement of
faith.

19.10.16
Copyright@ John Harewood

Namby: But what does that mean
other than saying that you believe it?
Pamby: Look, here is how I see it.
There are people who do acts of
kindness without bringing God into
it, although such acts may be inspired by God and they mightn’t
know it. Their actions make others
thankful and, they, in turn, show
their gratitude by being generous to
others.
Namby: It sounds as if you are saying that doing good inspires others
to do good even if the doers don’t
base their actions on a religious
faith.
Pamby: Yes, there is a bank of good
out there and people draw from it
and add to it, just as there is a bank
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ity but the prospect of positioning Parkdale as somehow
‘superior’ was troubling for
some. Logistical problems
related to accommodation, the
need for oversight, and the
awkwardness of being observed were noted. There was
some concern about the additional work that this would
impose on clergy. Debbie
closed the time of devotion
with the Celtic Blessing of
Light and bid us goodbye as
she leaves Parkdale to assume
responsibility for the CarpDunrobin Pastoral Charge.

REPORT OF PARKDALE
UNITED CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING - September 27, 2016

Scott Andrews, Chair, welcomed members to the meeting and passed the floor to
Rev. Debbie Roi for devotion.
Debbie read Matthew 5:13-16,
the passage about salt and
light, and then lit the Christ
candle as a reminder that
Christ is with us. We were
asked to think about what this
means. Council members
were then invited to come forward and light candles for
each other, reminding us that
the light of Christ shines in
each of us and the love that we
bring. Debbie then invited us
to think about how Parkdale,
as a beacon of hope and light,
could shine its considerable
light more brightly, to share it
with United Church clergy or
members (perhaps whose
church had just closed its
doors) as an opportunity to
rejuvenate their faith and/or
nurture their soul. Members
discussed this possibility in
small groups and reported
back to plenary. This was
seen as an interesting possibil-

Proceeding to the business
section of the meeting, Council members began the discussion related to the vacant Minister of Pastoral Care position.
It was agreed that a thorough
needs assessment is required
and that finding an interim replacement with a pastoral care
‘gift’ should be a priority.
Council will undertake ongoing discussions on a priority
basis; the congregation will be
apprised of progress.
Faye Beaufort, to whom we
owe a huge vote of thanks for
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all of her work on the photo
directories, brought a motion
to Council to cover the cost of
the 2016 photo directories for
those individuals whose pictures had not been taken by
the photographer, as well as
the cost of an additional 20
copies to be distributed to new
members over coming years.
The request was approved and
we were assured that, upon
receipt of this payment, production of the directories will
commence and they should
therefore be available in the
coming weeks. Faye also extended thanks to Hazel Bowen
and Mary McLeod for taking
pictures of shut-ins (Hazel)
and proof-reading the draft
directory (Hazel and Mary).

Camp Kalalla Honeython provides no benefit to either Parkdale or the organizer, our proposed policy requires consideration of the visibility of the
brand on the product and of
whether Parkdale would appear to be promoting Crerar
through this fundraising effort.
Given that the policy has not
yet been approved by Council
and that the proposed procedure requires that approval
forms be routed through the
appropriate committee, it was
decided that there would be a
notice put in the bulletin advising of the Camp Kallala
Honeython, and inviting people to order online, as was
done last year. The fundraising policy will be discussed
again at the next meeting of
Council.

Council members also extended their thanks to Barbara
Faught for cleaning and painting the Hodge Room and the
office. Thank you, Barbara!
Judy Hamley advised that the
Camp Kalalla Honeython is
taking place again this year
and distributed completed approval forms as required by
Parkdale’s yet-to-be approved
fundraising policy. While the

As at all meetings, Committee
and Staff reports are distributed to Council members before the meeting. Highlights
follow.
Copies of the Finance Committee Report, along with the
Financial Summary as of August 31, 2016 were provided
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to Council members at the
meeting. Although there was
no discussion, congregation
members should note that the
overall deficit to the end of
August, 2016 was $86,764, as
compared to $76,525 in 2015
before the transfer of investment income.

some unanticipated dental
needs, as well as the need to
buy a couple of epi-pens for
11-year old Mutassem. The
entire family is registered in
school: Zuhir, Ftmeh and
Mustafa attend St.Pat’s language school for newcomers;
Tuka attends the adult high
school on Preston and Mahdi
and Mutassen attend Terry
Fox School in Orleans. The
15th season of In From the
Cold starts on November 12
and concludes on March 25,
2017.

Samantha Tim, Chair of Stewardship, advised that Stewardship had met the previous
evening, and passed the floor
to Anthony to provide an overview of upcoming Stewardship activities. Anthony outlined the services during the
month of October, which will
have a stewardship emphasis.
Dr. Michael Wood Daly will
be our guest preacher on October 16 and will provide feedback on our participation in
the Halo Project. The focus
during the month will be on
how we involve ourselves in
the work of Parkdale – financially and through getting involved.

Barbara Faught, Chair of
Worship, reported that the
Committee met on September
20 and had a good discussion
of projection during the Sunday service. There is an adequate roster of people who
will help on Sunday morning
but there is a need for a team
of three or four individuals
who will prepare the slides in
advance of Sunday. Subsequent to the meeting, Rosemary Kimberly agreed to take
this on; thank you, Rosemary!
Eventually, the plan is to simplify the bulletin and reduce
the announcements to one

Faye Beaufort, on behalf of
Mission, Outreach and Justice, reported that the Saleh
family is doing well, despite
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page. Carol Diamond reported
on plans for the choir until the
end of 2016. She has done
extensive collating of available music and has determined
that there is no need to order
new music at this time.

were painted, curtains washed
and put back; new window
coverings are in the making all thanks to Barbara Faught;
Sanderson Roofing repaired
the flat roof, which was leaking; some shingles were replaced on the office roof; all
screws on the metal roof were
checked and tightened and
metal flashing was installed
over the main doors on Parkdale; bird spikes were installed
over two sanctuary windows
on the north side, as pigeon
droppings were marking windows and brick; a new door
(replacing the original door)
will be installed at the Memorial Hall door where the lawn
mower and snow blower are
stored; large tree branches
were cut off and taken away
from the daycare children’s
play area, as they were blocking the security camera
(thanks to Allan Menzies for
helping); the daycare contract
was signed for next year; the
price for parking was increased. The report also suggested that consideration be
given to switching the counting room and the pastoral care
office, which would improve

Carolynn Halkett, Chair of
Communications, reported on
recent discussions related to
the possibility of mounting
monitors in Memorial Hallway, so that upcoming events
can scroll through for people
to read as they enjoy fellowship in the hallway. The Committee is in the process of developing a multi-purpose template for weekly announcements that will standardize
fonts, format, length of text,
etc. Work continues on populating the new website with
content from the old site.
Property Trustees reported
the following: two main entrance stairwells were painted,
as were the three main doors
to the Memorial Hall; the
north door on Parkdale was
stripped, stained and sealed
(and redone by Khan); the office and the Hodge Room
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accessibility to the pastoral
care office for all ages, especially the elderly and persons
using the ramp.

creating class lists and sending
out a newsletter; to Marianne,
Dave and Liz for their wonderful children’s stories; to
Ellen and Lauren for reorganizing the Godly Play
room, and to Johanna Lace for
her administrative work during
May and June. Melodee was
also pleased to note that about
50 children and youth were in
classes on September 11,
(counting the dozen or so
youth who were camping).
Forty-one registrations were
received – a wonderful start!
At the time of writing, there
was a full complement of
teachers for the fall, but there
are blank spaces in winter and
spring. The youth coffee shop
had to be rescheduled in both
September and October because of conflicting events,
and was open on October 2 for
baking and beverages. The
youth enjoyed an eventful
overnight camping excursion
on September 10-11, weathering a huge thunderstorm late
Saturday night. Thanks to
Paul and Carolynn Crabtree
and Rob and Irene Wilkes for
their faithful leadership.
Plans are afoot to continue

Mary McLeod, Chair of Pastoral Care, thanked the Pastoral Care team and other
members of Council for making Debbie’s farewell reception a success. Mary also reported that the Pastoral Care
Team had a farewell lunch for
Debbie and provided her with
a gift. Mary has offered to
coordinate the ongoing work
of the Prayer Shawl Group, as
this is seen as a valuable ministry. The Pastoral Care
Team’s winter program will
include a book discussion, on
Listening for the Soul, by Jean
Stairs.
With respect to staff reports,
Melodee Lovering thanked all
those who pulled extra weight
while she was on sabbatical:
to Ellen for organizing summer Sunday school and all
those who helped with it; to
Camille for handling hundreds
of details in addition to working with Johanna and Wendy
to organize supplies, and for
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with the planned Women’s
Retreat at the Galilee Centre in
January 2017; a small group
has assembled to assist in the
planning of this event.
Melodee also reported that
since the presbytery youth
minister is on sabbatical and
she chairs the YAYA committee of presbytery, there will be
additional responsibilities related to this, specifically the
Experiences Canada (SEVEC)
trip to NWT next year in
which one or two of our youth
might be interested, and Parkdale again hosting Worshiplude on February 3 and 4,
2017. Junior Youth dates of
interest are November 6 and
20 and December 4, which
will be a family evening and
carol sing with supper. November 20 will also be the
date of the next intergenerational worship service. Options for continuing the college student Christmas boxes
are being explored and this
activity will hopefully continue. DaleSong led music in
worship on September 18 and
is scheduled again for October
30; Melodee extended thanks
to Jono for capably leading

this group.
Melodee also reported on her
sabbatical, noting that she had
made a short presentation during worship on September 18.
She reported that it was refreshing and joyous and provided time to think and pray.
She completed her project to
organize intergenerational
worship resources and has
agreed to post these on the
Cruxifusion website for use by
other United Church ministers.
On the creative side, Melodee
reported some progress on her
quilt project, despite some
equipment problems. And she
was able to enjoy the natural
beauty of the Leamington region with some short day trips
to Elora Gorge, Mission Peninsula, Sleeping Bear Dunes
and the Royal Botanical Gardens, during the lilac festival.
Melodee also enjoyed some
theatre, locally in Leamington,
and travelled to Stratford to
see The Lion, The Witch and
The Wardrobe. Melodee
noted that reconnecting with
old friends and especially having significant time with her
three grandchildren was ex-
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tremely valuable, as was having some quality time with her
husband, Jack, and continuing
the wedding planning related
to daughter Helen’s upcoming
marriage that will take place
on May 20 in Leamington.

occur around the meals in the
Bible, especially those attended and hosted by Jesus.
The Wednesday evening faith
formation session, entitled Exploring Christian Faith, Life
and Practice, and capably led
by Julee Pauling, has focused
on two books – Being Christian by Rowan Williams and
the Challenge of Jesus by N.T.
Wright - and has provided an
opportunity for small group
fellowship as well as thoughtful and informative discussion.
Anthony has signalled his intention to take a sabbatical in
2017, beginning around the
middle of May to conclude in
late August (which would include a week or two of vacation) and to take study leaves
from October 23-26 and from
November 29 to December 2.

Anthony Bailey reported that
the “Fruit of the Spirit” summer worship theme appears to
have been well received, and
allowed for some increased
congregational active participation. He also noted that his
holiday in Barbados, the island
of his birth, during the year
celebrating the 50th anniversary of Barbados’ Independence, had been a wonderfully
refreshing and restorative
time. Anthony also outlined
the services for the month of
October, all with a stewardship theme and including, on
October 16, also World Food
Sunday, a report by Dr. Michael Wood Daly on Parkdale’s “Halo Index”. Tuesday
morning Bible Study continues, on the theme of “Eating
With Jesus”, offering a reflection on the significant encounters, teaching, blessing, transformation and controversy that

Both Anthony and Melodee
conveyed their best wishes to
Debbie, as she embarks on her
ministry among the people of
Carp-Dunrobin.
Council next meets on October 25 at 7 pm in the Ladies’
Parlour. Congregation members are welcome.
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at the University of Toronto, shared his findings of
the study and the economic
relationship between local
congregations and their
surrounding communities
with the Parkdale United
congregation.

Parkdale United Church
provides significant
economic benefits to
the
community; study finds
the congregation contributes nearly $3 million

I have observed that there
is rapid intensification taking place in the Hintonburg
neighbourhood and the surrounding Wellington West
community, which has
benefits but is also concerning to those desirous of
affordable housing in the
area. Our church is working
with local organizations and
community groups to do
what we can to support
those in need. Our
neighbourhood has a number of rooming houses, an
emergency shelter and Ottawa social housing but unfortunately there is not

A new study of the economic impact of Parkdale
United Church finds that
our congregation contributes services valued at
more than $2.97 million to
the Hintonburg and surrounding community in Ottawa every year. These results come from a study of
our congregation conducted
by an organization called
the Halo Project.
On Sunday, October 16th
Dr. Wood Daly, Lead Researcher for the Halo Project, and instructor with the
Toronto School of Theology
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enough for the needs of all
the people in the area. I am
very proud of the work that
the members of our congregation have done, and
continue to do, with local
organizations to support
people in our community."

cant and positive impact
that individual congregations, such as Parkdale
United Church, are having
on the life and well-being of
their communities in general and on the lives of individuals, families and groups
in particular."

The first study conducted
by the Halo Project:
"Valuing Toronto's Faith
Congregations" is available
at www.haloproject.ca. It
was published in association with Cardus, an Ontario-based public policy
think tank.

The research approach and
methodology builds on
work done by Dr. Ram
Cnaan at the University of
Pennsylvania's School of
Social Policy in 2010 but
adapts the methodology for
the Canadian experience.

"The study clearly shows
that faith-based groups
generate substantial and
measurable value for local
neighbourhoods," said Mike
Wood Daly. "While the initial study looked only at
congregations in Toronto,
we are now seeing these
findings are applicable to
congregations in other areas of Ontario and Canada.
It is incredible to see quantified, some of the signifi-

"Essentially the study
asks: if a local congregation ceased to exist, what
would it cost the municipality to replace the programs
and services provided by
the congregation to the
wider community," Wood
Daly said.
The study concludes that
far from being a drain on
local municipalities, faithbased congregations provide critical support for ex-

30

isting municipal investments and are an essential
part of healthy, functioning
communities.

Following the service on
Sunday October 16, Parkdale United Church partnered with the Parkdale
Food Centre, St. Luke's Table and the Dalhousie Food
Cupboard to present the
second annual "All About
Food Community Walkathon" in support of the In
From the Cold dinner program, as well as the work
of the other three organizations. The final tally was
not available at the writing
of this article, but Parkdale
United raised almost $800
for this initiative.

At Parkdale United Church,
the most significant outreach program our congregation sponsors is the In
From the Cold supper hospitality ministry, which includes a 4-course meal,
music, art, literacy support
and literature distribution.
These dinners are hosted at
the church from November
until March on Saturday afternoons. Over 80 volunteers work each Saturday
to set up the hall, collect
food stuffs, prepare meals,
serve the meals, greet
guests, provide music, tutor
art and put together takeaway bags for more than
130 individuals in need during the cold winter months

We give God the praise and
glory for strengthening us
and deploying us to serve
in this way.
Anthony Bailey

(See: http://
www.parkdaleunitedchurch.
ca/ministries/
InFromTheCold.htm)
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International Christmas

71 Somerset Street West, Ottawa
from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
Saturday December 25, 2016
On behalf of the Parkdale congregation, I am
hosting an open house and potluck meal for
international students and Parkdale attendees
who are not with their families at Christmas.
Guests are being invited from Ottawa and
Saint Paul universities. Cultural and religious
differences in food and fellowship will be fully
respected.
If you would like to celebrate Christmas with
us, as a guest or a host/helper, please contact
Theodora Newton at 613-569-3540 or
theodora.newton@bell.net.
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MESSIAH,
George Frederick Handel
Saturday, December 17,
2016, 7:30 pm (2.5 hrs), St.
Andrew’s Church, (Kent
Street), Thirteen Strings
and Seventeen Voyces, soloists and other musicians
(original version as premiered in Dublin); tickets: adult, $50;
senior, $45; student, $10; a discount of $5 is available if we
have a group of 10 or more people.
If you wish to attend with friends from Parkdale, please contact Theo, by email, theodora.newton@bell.net, or by
phone, 613-569-3540, by Friday, November 4.
As this concert is one of only two complete performances of
Messiah in Ottawa /Gatineau this Advent, tickets will be at a
premium. So don’t miss this opportunity; add-ons to our
group booking after Nov 4th may be possible, but cannot be
guaranteed.
AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISITORS, Gian Carlo Menotti
This American children’s opera with an Epiphany theme will
be presented by Pellegrini Opera at Dominion-Chalmers
United Church (O’Connor Street), on dates to be announced.
Theo will be organizing a group
to attend and will provide information on dates and tickets as
soon as they are available;
meanwhile, please email her at
theodora.newton@bell.net if you
are interested.
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Parkdale Book Cluv
Upcoming book club
books

NOV 20th
Without Reservations: The Travels
of an Independent Woman, by Alice
Steinbach. To travel alone to a foreign country is to undertake a journey of self-discovery. Alice Steinbach is a companion I would like to
travel with. Her writing style offers
just enough information to feel as
though one is there with her. Alice's
interests are not of the tourist type,
but of those quiet, introspective
spaces in which past lives were
lived, whose long ago imprint remains tangible. 6 copies at Ottawa
Public Library— Bonnie

The Children Act by Ian McEwan .
For religious reasons, a 17-year-old
boy is refusing life-saving medical
treatment, and his devout parents
agree. In the course of reaching a
decision, a judge visits him in the
hospital — an encounter that stirs
long-buried feelings in her and powerful emotions in the boy. Her judgment has momentous consequences
for them both.
My Name is Lucy Barton by Elizabeth Strout. Pulitzer prize winning
author Strout shows how a simple
hospital visit triggers the powerful
story of Lucy and her mother.

If you have any questions, please
email either Marlene MacLean
(marlenemaclean@gmail.com) or
Heather Brophy
(h.brophy@sympatico.ca).

The Nine lives of Charlotte Taylor
by Sally Armstrong. Using a blend
of fact and fiction, Charlotte Taylor’s great-great-great granddaughter, Sally Armstrong, reclaims the
life of a dauntless and unusual
woman.
The Heroes Walk by Anita Rau Badami. Came second on Canada Reads
this year. 12 copies in the library,
published in 2001.

All Welcome!
Meet in the Ladies Parlor after church on book club days.
Bring a lunch.

The Givenness of Things by
Marilynne Robinson. A sense of
wonder pervades these powerful
essays by the author of such beloved
novels as Gilead and Lila.
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C
P I Z Z A
R
Everyone is invited to an evening of Car- O
ols, Games, and Pizza on
L
Sunday, December 4 starting at 5 pm

Family
Night!

This event is spon- G A
sored by our Junior
Youth Group.

M E

S

To commemorate Parkdale’s 85th
Anniversary, we will be playing old-fashioned
games like Crokinole, Chinese Checkers, and
Scrabble, to name a few. Please bring any board
games that you would like to play, especially if
they are old family favourites!
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We enjoy meeting you and being together in ministry. Parkdale’s
congregation responds to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings by:

Uniting in joyful worship as an
act of praise and gratitude, for inspiration and guidance
Providing learning opportunities
for the Christian way of life and
to enhance
Biblical literacy

Supporting each other through
pastoral care and concern

Reaching out to people in need
Promoting justice
Praying for guidance,
wisdom, and support.
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