111

September 2012

Parkdale was one of many United Church congregations in the Ottawa area
that participated in supporting activities of the General Council of the United
Church of Canada, which held its triennial conference in Ottawa in August.
Parkdale’s contribution included coordinating the preparation and delivery of
some of the cookies and muffins consumed by delegates during their
conference breaks. From left to right, Camille Beaufort, Valerie Hum, Gerry
Myles, Margaret Macpherson, and Shirley Moore, one of the coordinators.
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WELCOME TO PARKDALE

Welcome to Parkdale United
Church. We enjoy meeting you
and being together in ministry.

If you are visiting, please ask for
a copy of the ‘Welcome to
Parkdale’ edition of the
Messenger. It has a striking
goldenrod cover. Please take a
copy home to read. We hope you
will come again for worship and
fellowship.

Parkdale’s congregation responds
to God’s call and Jesus’
teachings by:
a) Uniting in joyful worship as
an act of praise and
gratitude, for inspiration
and guidance
b) Providing learning
opportunities for the
Christian way of life and to
enhance Biblical literacy
c) Supporting one another
through pastoral care and
concern
d) Reaching out to people in
need
e) Promoting justice
f) Praying for guidance,
wisdom, and support.
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Visitors and newcomers to
Parkdale, be on the lookout for
our hospitality team on Sunday
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week at Parkdale.
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In brief:

Rummage Sale
Sept 29th—Come one, come all
to find a great deal. Do you have
anything you can donate? (See
page 17 for more info)

Rally Sunday
Come join us September 9th after
church for a potluck as we celebrate
being in community again after a
wonderful summer. (p. 25)

Unbinding Your Heart
Oct 8—Nov 18th An invitation to
grow in faith (more info see our
webpage or Anthony’s message
this month)

Rag & Bones Puppet Theater
Sunday September 16th come enjoy
the show “The Wind in the Willows”
and join us for a family potluck
afterwards (more info page 18)

Yuletide Bazaar
Nov 3rd Mark your calendars!
Do you have a talent, a donation
or time to share? (See page 16 for
more info.)

Christian Meditation
Begins again Wednesday evenings
and Sunday morning September 5th
(more info page 11)
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE

Unbinding Your Heart
(UYH) is a way in
which we can deepen
our relationship with
God, get to know others
in the congregation,
practice prayer, and
listen to and share
stories of faith and each
other’s lives in a safe and
confidential context.

With all our
Hearts

Greetings to all
of you! I hope
that in some
way each of you have had an
opportunity for some kind of
“refreshment” and break over
the summer months. I am
grateful for the time I was able
to be away.
Now September is upon us
and with that comes the
resumption, and in some
cases, the beginning of
educational, work and
program activities. This is true
here at Parkdale as well.
However, one new initiative
this fall about which we have
been speaking, advertising
and writing for some months
now is our Unbinding the
Heart initiative.

When Jesus summed up all of
the law in Mark chapter 12, he
said the most important law is
this: “’Hear, O Israel, the Lord
our God, the Lord is one.’
Love the Lord you God with
all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your
mind, and with all your
strength.”
There are some interesting
observations about this
commandment. One is that
“Love” begins when we hear;
“Hear O Israel”. How are we
able to love if we do not stop
to listen and be attentive, in
this case to God but also
attentive to one another. Two,
this “Love” can be
commanded; it is a

To remind us: this is a sixweek congregation-wide faith
and relationship-building
experience. Using small
groups and a discussion guide
with a prayer journal,
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commitment, a choice, a
determination, an act of
loyalty and allegiance. Third,
this “Love” is all-embracing.
Its quality and worth and
origin in God requires that it
be fully embraced in order to
genuinely experience its full
power. Hence, we are called
to love with all of our heart,
and all of our soul, and all of
our mind, and all of our
strength. Half measures will
just not do.

experience is such an
opportunity to be encouraged,
supported and blessed by
God through God’s Spirit and
the others with whom we will
share this time of prayer,
study, exchange and witness.
Our hearts are challenged by
many things. Sometimes they
are conflicted. Often they are
wounded and battered. One
of the ways we try to cope is
by toughening them up,
guarding them and steeling
them against further hurt and
disappointment. This is
understandable given the
bruising that life can throw at
us sometimes. However, often
an unintended consequence is
that our hearts become
hardened and closed off to the
beauty of love and life; and
unfortunately too often,
closed off to an open and deep
intimacy with God. This
hampers our spiritual life and
our relationship with God and
with others.

Of course this is a tall order,
and we might ask who can do
this. Jesus knows this. God
knows this. Consistently
throughout scripture God
promises to give us the grace
and strength to do that which
God commands us to do. For
instance: “I can do all things
through him who strengthens
me”
(Philippians 4:13). One of the
ways God strengthens us to
do this wondrous task of full
loving is through the
encouragement, support,
questions, faith and even the
doubts of others also seeking
to love in this way.

As a congregation here at
Parkdale, we are all being
invited to “unbind” our hearts
and allow the healing, joyous,
refreshing and transforming
love of God to flow into us,

The Unbinding Your Heart
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through us and among us.
This can only auger well for
our ministry of faith, service,
justice and peace-making in
our neighbourhood and
beyond. Please, let us come
together in this experience of
faith, love, prayer, storysharing and care for others.

be developed further in the
worship service on the
Sunday of that week, through
music, prayers, preaching etc.
The congregation will be
journeying together as a
whole community over these
40 days of Prayer and Faith
Sharing. We will conclude on
Sunday November 18.
Please, please, please
prayerfully consider taking
part. May God continue to
bless us all.

Here is a little heads up about
what will be happening. More
information is on the website
(www.parkdaleunitedchurch.
ca) and we will be updating
the congregation each Sunday
throughout the month of
September. On September 9,
which is our intergenerational
Rally Sunday, there will be an
opportunity after worship to
register for one of the small
groups being organized for
the Unbinding experience (of
course registration can also be
done throughout September
and right up until the groups
start meeting). Starting the
week of Oct 8 the small
groups will begin meeting.
These groups will meet once a
week for about an hour or so
for six weeks and will be
reading/discussing/reflecting
on the same theme for that
week. This weekly theme will

“We all need
reminders…Unless we find very
practical ways to be reminded
of God, we drift into
society’s boring, consumer
mindset, and we hardly
ever think of God until
there is a crisis. Love doesn’t wait
for a crisis.”
Dr. James Howell
Grace and Peace,
Anthony
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Birthdays in
September
Our warmest
greetings to:

Sep 3rd
Sep 5th
Sep 8th
Sep 10th
Sep 15th
Sep 16th
Sep 16th
Sep 16th
Sep 20th
Sep 21st
Sep 22nd
Sep 22nd
Sep 22nd
Sep 24th
Sep 29th
Sep 29th
Sep 29th

Camrynn Haynes
Liam Praamsma
Liz Harrison
Marion Baird
Don Walker
Dustin Smith
Freda Sutton
Mirriam Lanyom
Mike Akpan
Samantha Larabie
Maija Duncan
Alice Macdonell
Elsie Renee Harman
Paule Michele Joseph
Gail Thain
Heather Clark
Andrew Matthews

We mourn the loss of our friend,
Cheryl Rosemary Perkins, who
after a courageous battle with
cancer, passed away peacefully with
her family by her side on Saturday
August 11th, 2012, at the age of 53.
Beloved daughter of Monica Yvonne
and the late Frank Perkins. Dear
sister of Frank Jr., Leo, Patricia,
Grace and Dorthia. Dear niece of
Hazel. She will be missed by many
cousins, nieces and nephews. The
Funeral Service were held at
Parkdale on August 24th .

One of the National Hockey
League’s 2012 draft picks has a
Parkdale connection. Slater
Koekook, an 18-year-old former
defenseman with the Ontario
Hockey League’s Peterborough
Petes, was picked up by the NHL’s
Tampa Bay Lightning. Slater grew
up in Mountain, Ont., and his mom
is Hazel Bowen’s cousin.

If you would like your birthday to be
a secret, please let the office know
and we will leave you off the list.
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May Baptisms

Serena, daughter of
Wendy and Kyle
McHenry (Opp. Top)
Violet, daughter of
Amy Tector and
Andrew Horrall (Opp.
Lower Left)
Jonathan, son of
Carrie and Mark
Cuhaci (Opp. Lower
Right)
Sophie, daughter of
Kathryn Lagrandeur
and Michael Dufresne
(Top)
Daphne, daughter of
Susan Pfister and
Theodore Radstake
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Have you seen the Tape Hall kitchen lately? Take a look - so
fresh, bright and clean! SPECIAL THANKS TO KHAN for his
EXCELLENT paint job which we know took a lot of careful,
skillful work.
Thank you to Beth Gutsell who organized the volunteers and
muffins/cookies for the 41st General Council which met Aug 1219 at Carleton University. Beth spent countless hours getting this
event organized.
A big thank-you to Harry Whitehead for his generosity in
donating all the strawberries that were consumed at the very
popular strawberry social, held following a worship service in
June.
SPECIAL THANKS to everyone who helped to keep the Memorial
Garden and the other beds and grounds around the church
looking fresh and lovely
over the Summer months.
Let's keep it up until the
cold weather comes.
Several people walking by
have stopped and
commented on how
beautiful we were keeping
our beds. Did you notice
the sign that appeared in
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New Members
Welcome!

Six new members joined our congregation during the Pentecost Sunday
worship service at the end of May. Prior to the service, they were hosted at a
breakfast prepared by Council’s Membership Development Committee.
By transfer: Marianne and Joseph dos Santos, from Rickmansworth Baptist
Church in England; and Charlene and Perry Williams, from New Beginnings
Ministries in Halifax-Dartmouth, N.S.
By re-affirmation of faith: Kathryn LaGrandeur.
By affirmation of faith and (adult) baptism: Michael Dufresne.
In the photo (left to right): Perry and Charlene; Kathryn and Michael;
Marianne and Joseph; and Dr. Anthony Bailey.

Christian Meditation
"Be still and know that I am God".
Join us to experience Christian meditation, an ancient tradition of being with
God in silence, also called the "prayer of the heart". Starting again on
September 5, meditation will be held Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. and
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the Ladies Parlour.
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Parkdale youths, PayneOdumodu, Derek
Grozinger, and Emily
Clark spent Camp
Awesome week serving
snacks twice daily as
well as checking
campers in and out and providing before and after care for
them. They were a great asset to the fun and smooth
working of the camp.
(Top page right) Ray's Reptiles paid a visit to the
Queensway Preschool on Friday and they were kind enough
to invite Camp Awesome to enjoy the show. Some of our
campers as well as Kathryn Merritt, Camp Awesome Coordinator, are shown here with a slippery friend. Apparently
this snake is local.
(Bottom page right) Friday afternoon, parents arrived early
in order to enjoy hearing the campers sing a few favourite
songs they had learned during the week. Shown here are
only some of the 30 kids, mostly the younger contingent.
They were known as the Wacky Walkers in keeping with the
theme of camp -- Walking with God
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PARKDALE
JUNIOR
YOUTH
On July 19, a few members of the Junior Youth traveled to Karters
Korners in Stittsville to enjoy some go-karting, mini-golf, and a picnic.
Jean Stephan Clark, Rosemary Kimberley and Melodee Lovering
accompanied the crew. In a surprising turn of events, Jessica Clark, the
youngest member of the group, won the mini-golf game. The gokarting was, of course, a serious educational enterprise meant to prepare
these young drivers for our highway systems.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!
Our IN FROM THE COLD MINISTRY begins its Eleventh
Season Saturday, November 10th. Only New Volunteers
need to fill out a Volunteer Registration Form. Forms are
located at the four entrances to the Sanctuary and may be
returned on the collection plate or to the church office. As
volunteers, we find our time serving in this
ministry most rewarding - an excellent way
to meet and work with others as together
we make a difference for our guests. High
school students are most welcome and can
count their time towards their volunteer
hours.
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Top photo (clockwise): Jean Stephan, Emily, and Megan Clark, Julia Bell,
Rosemary Kimberley, Emily Bailey, and Jessica Clark
Middle photo: Emily, Megan, Jessica, and Jean-Stephan Clark, Julia Bell and
Emily Bailey

Second photo: Emily Bailey, Julia Bell, Emily and Megan Clark
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donation.

The Yuletide Bazaar

Do you make pickles or salsa or other
preserves? The baking and gourmet
foods table is always pleased to accept
donations of family favourites, beets,
pickles, salsa, baked beans, etc. If this
is a September activity at your home,
please consider making a few extra jars.
And as an aside, the best pickled beets
we have ever had have been made by a
gentleman, so guys if this is your area of
expertise, don’t be shy.

September is traditionally a very
busy month at Parkdale United
Church, with many activities starting
up and new initiatives being
announced. It is our hope that you
will have time within your
September routine to consider
helping with the Annual Yuletide
Bazaar in a way that complements
your time and talents. This year’s
Bazaar will be held on Saturday
November 3, (the first
Saturday of the month),
starting at 10:00 a.m. For me
personally, the Bazaar
represents the start of
Advent in my household and
is a family tradition that has
been enjoyed for three
generations.

Share your special talents. If
you are a crafter that can knit or
crochet or sew or create
interesting little craft items
please get in touch with us.
Crafts and handmade goods
seem to be coming back into
demand.
Share your time. To have a successful
bazaar many volunteers are required.
Set-up, clean-up, serving at the tables
and helping with publicity are some of
the activities that required your
assistance.

During the month of September:
Please consider a donation. We
will be having the usual tables and
areas again this year, antiques and
collectibles, attic treasures, baking,
homemade soups and gourmet foods,
books, Christmas and other crafts,
jewelry, linens, kitchen & bath,
plants, silent auction and coffee
shop. Many tables receive donations
during the year; donations can be
made at any time. The conveners for
Jewelry and Antiques appreciate
items coming in as soon as possible
as time is required to clean and
price. So if you or someone you
know is planning a September
cleanout or are moving or
downsizing, please consider a

More details about the Bazaar will be on
the Parkdale website, posted on the
bulletin board and in future weekly
order-of-service announcements. But
should you have any questions or
suggestions please feel free to contact
me at my e-mail address or call the
church office and leave a message.
Ann Tompkins,
Yuletide Bazaar Convener
ann.tompkins07@gmail.com
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Parkdale’s Fall
Rummage Sale.
Saturday September 29
9am –12 noon

Helpers would be appreciated.
We are also looking for: good clean used clothing,
kitchenware and household items, books, LPs, CDs, toys and
games.
Mark items clearly “Rummage Sale” and leave them at the
door into Memorial Hall. Please drop off items by
Thursday, September 27.
If you need help getting your items to the church or are able
to volunteer with deliveries, setting-up, selling, or cleaning up
afterwards, please contact the church office:
613-728-8656
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Coming to Parkdale!
Sunday Sept 16th
3:30pm - by donation
The Faith Formation and Christian
Enrichment Committee is delighted
to be welcoming the Rag & Bone
Puppet Theatre
(www.ragandbone.ca) to Parkdale
in September. We will be hosting a
performance of The Wind in the
Willows on Sunday, September 16
at 3:30 pm. This will be followed
by a potluck supper which is open
to the whole congregation. Please
invite your friends
and neighbours to
join us! The show
is appropriate for
preschool and
elementary school
aged children.

From their website:
“The language, the characters,
and the sheer joy of The Wind in
the Willows is the kind of book
that inspires young people to
read, to write, to value
friendship, to love nature, and to
want to
know more.
In our
production,
the
characters
appear in
many ways:
as large puppets, hand puppets,
masks, shadows, acted by
humans, and on film. Russell
Levia's live music, played on
banjo, harmonica, accordion,
zither and hornpipe, uses themes
from many composers, from
Percy Grainger and Vaughan
Williams to Beethoven.”

Several Parkdale families are
already big fans of the Rag & Bone
troop which features two talented
actors, a live musician, a charming
array of puppets and seemingly
simple sets that transform before
your eyes. Our own sons, aged 4 to
9, have been consistently delighted
with each of the shows they have
seen.

Ellen Andrews
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MONTREAL URBAN PARTNERSHIP BY CLARA LU
How does one live out
God’s love for the poor?
In May, I was very lucky
to be part of a team of
McGill
students wrestling with
this question on the
Montreal Urban
Partnership. The MUP, a
month-long mission
organized by the InterVarsity Christian
Fellowship of Canada,
explored God’s response
to urban
poverty and
injustice,
both in
scripture
and in
practice. In
spending time with
Montreal’s homeless,
reflecting with my team,
and delving into the
Bible’s teachings on
poverty, I saw that God
not only reveals Himself
in the church, but also
on the streets, in the
shelters, and among the
poor. I hope to describe
my experience here, and
begin by expressing my
sincere gratitude for
the incredible support
of
Parkdale United Church,
which has made this
mission possible.

Poverty and Social
Justice in Montreal
At the start of the
partnership, our team
set out to meet with
several individuals in
Montreal who serve
the city’s impoverished,
either through their
work or through
philanthropic
initiatives. Some
endeavours
are entirely
voluntary,
driven by
compassion in
response to
substantial
need. One man, for
example, connects with
poor and new immigrant
families to deliver
donated furniture to
their often barely
furnished apartments;
another drives to a
different low-income
neighbourhood each day
to hand out a vanload of

produce left over from
farmer’s markets.
Members of many
churches choose to live
together in missional
community to infuse a
poorer neighbourhood
with life and spirit.
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Along with these
grassroots efforts,
Montreal holds an
astonishing array of
organizations with
different approaches to
assist the many aspects
of poverty. Some focus
on a particular group –
women, First Nations
people, adolescents – or
address a specific need,
such as mental health
services or low-income
housing. Still
others deal with
widescale food
distribution, a highly
organized system that
delivers close to 30
tons of food each month
to those in need.

team knew that within a
month, there was little
we could do to effect
any measurable social
change; but in all that
we saw, heard, and
experienced among the
poor, God was working in
our hearts – indeed,
calling us to lament the
broken side of our city,
but also to hope in Him
for its restoration.
Community
Through a month of
living together, our
team of eight learned
valuable lessons on
faith-based community.
As university students
who had grown accustomed
to comfortably
independent lifestyles,
we were confronted by
the challenges of caring
for one another as much
as ourselves. The
communal
aspect of the Urban
Partnership was
therefore as much a
source of discomfort as
delight. Within this
community, our
lifestyles and
personalities grated
against each other to
reveal our less
admirable traits. It was
painful to realize the
many ways in which I

While it is certainly
wonderful that these
organizations exist and
work together to serve
the poor, it is still a
tragedy that their
services are needed by
so many. This is evident
in the number of
homeless that frequent
Montreal’s numerous drop
-in centres each day,
and in the endless line
of struggling families
who wait hours at the
Welcome Hall Mission
twice a month to fill
their bags with unsold
groceries. Our
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still could not live up
to Jesus’ model of
loving others: all the
ways I was proud,
impatient, and prone to
passive aggressiveness.

community on a mission
dealing with urban
poverty? Simply put, if
we could not recognize
the spiritual poverty of
our own hearts, we would
never have reached a
genuine understanding of
poverty on the streets
of Montreal. In other
words, if I lack the
grace to care for
someone in need among my
community, how can I
expect to
have a good
Samaritan’s
compassion
for a
stranger on
the street?

And yet, for all our
individual weaknesses,
we came to love each
other as brothers and
sisters – affirming each
person for their
irreplaceable role in
the group,
but also
challenging
each other to
live into our
unique
identities in
Christ. We
were called
to reach
compromise
out of
understanding and not
exasperation, and came
to appreciate our
differences. Through the
Holy Spirit, then, our
small apartment became a
place of bonding,
discipleship, and
endless laughter. It was
an atmosphere that
allowed us to share
deeply in each other’s
pain and joy during the
partnership.

Jesus first
called his
disciples to
“come as you
are, and just as you

are; come and be with
me” – and then
sent them out to share
the gospel with the
world. In the same way,
we were called to come
as we were, to be loved
for our gifts and
challenged in our
imperfections, and to
love as Jesus loved,
both within our
community and on the
streets.

Why was it important for
our team to live in
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them and speak with
them.” Rather than
trying to ‘save’ them,
or fix their problems,
or tell them what we
think they need, we can
accomplish so much just
by being a friend – and
in so doing, have the
honour of learning from
them.
Although in my mind I
knew that the people I
met would soon return
to the streets, it was
still jarring to later
recognize the same
faces panhandling from
the sidewalk. What
keeps the homeless on
the streets is not
laziness, but mental
illness and addiction,
problems deeply rooted
in past injustice, and
often a painful
childhood. The
consequences are not
simply financial, but
emotional and
spiritual. Some express
their pain through
anger; others withdraw
into isolation; and
yet, others are
astonishing in their
optimism and
resilience. But by far
the most admirable
quality in the homeless
is their transparency.

The Homeless
Across Montreal, almost
a dozen drop-in centres
welcome the homeless
inside during the day.
Their purpose is
simple: to provide
food, shelter, and a
peaceful atmosphere in
which their visitors
can rest or socialize.
Our team was placed in
groups of three, with
each group volunteering
at the same centre
every morning. There we
had the chance to sit
down and speak with the
homeless once we were
finished with our
assigned duties. At
first I felt
intimidated – starting
a spontaneous
conversation with any
stranger, whether
homeless or not, is not
something I usually do
– but I came to realize
that for
many there, this was
one of the few places
in which they could be
acknowledged and
respected as people. As
Jean Vanier writes, “we
can give people the
gift of their dignity.
We can help others just
by the way we listen to
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With no reason and no
means to hide their
problems, they shared
their stories with us
openly and honestly.
And so the more time we
spent with our friends,
the more we could
identify with their
hurt, their anger,
their hopes and fears.
Their addictions to
drugs and gambling
might in fact be
mirrored in our
addictions to the
internet, to work, to
food, to shopping.
Although we have
perhaps not experienced
as great pain, we are
broken in much the same
way.

His children. Thus He
showed us
how to love them as we
would love Jesus: “For
I was hungry and you
gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and
you gave me something
to drink, I was a
stranger and you
invited me in, I needed
clothes and you clothed
me, I was sick and you
looked after me, I was
in prison and you came
to visit me.”
To truly love the poor,
then, is not just a
matter of charity, but
relationship – to
accept them as
brethren,
to walk with them in
their pain, and to
reveal the beauty and
value that God placed
within them. And if
loving people in such a
way seems impractical,
daunting even, we must
only consider God’s
love for us. His is a
vast, incomprehensible
love for a people who
do not deserve it. And
so we love the way God
loves, and we love
because He first loved
us.

What comforts us is the
realization that we are
all children of God –
that in all our
imperfections, He loves
us still, and continues
to call us to be with
Him. But with this love
also comes the
responsibility of
loving our brothers and
sisters. In Jesus’
claim that the first
would be last and the
last first, we see that
God has a special place
in His heart for the
poor and outcast among

Next Steps
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unaware of the poverty
in my own city.
Finally, God has
strengthened my
interest in working in
the field of mental
health, as the terrible
cycle of addiction and
mental illness is
incredibly difficult to
escape once under the
poverty line.

There is no conclusion
to such a mission as
the Urban Partnership;
I am still discovering
how God is using this
experience to shape my
heart and my mind. I
plan to continue
volunteering with the
homeless on a weekly
basis, and am certain
that God will continue
to reveal His wisdom
through conversations
with my
friends on the streets.
The idea of living in a
community of faith,
while daunting at
first, now appeals to
me in its spiritual
power. Indeed, God has
brought me to love
people I never would
have chosen to know –
people different from
me, with different
ideas and perspectives
from which I can
undoubtedly learn and
grow. My time on the
MUP has also encouraged
me to reflect on how I
think of wealth, how I
spend money and condone
waste. Above all, I
want to prevent myself
from falling back into
a lifestyle of
comfortable ignorance,

While I have learned so
much, there is still
much more for me to
learn. However, in a
world of uncertainty,
God has taught me that
the right question is
not, "am I good
enough?" but, "am I
growing?" That life is
real, and all of its
pain is real, but all
things are in transit
and all things – even
broken – can be made
beautiful if they are
growing toward God in
love and truth.
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Welcome Sunday
September 9
As we come together after a summer of
travelling and return to the regular church
schedule, you are all invited to a potluck
lunch following the service.
Please bring only the following items:
 Sweets (food like cookies and bars)
 Salties (chips, pretzels etc)
 Sandwiches
 Salads
(please no hot food as this makes clean-up
much more challenging for the crew)
Bring enough for your family and a little extra
for those who may be visiting or who might
have forgotten
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RECIPE

Chocolate Vegan Ice Cream
from Leigh Melanson’s
healthykitchenblog.blogspot.ca

For folks who follow a vegan diet, or those of us who are lactose
intolerant or allergic to dairy, here’s a recipe which will allow
you to indulge in some ‘ice cream.’
Ingredients
 Freeze 2 bananas with the skin on
 the more ripe the banana the sweeter the ice cream
 touch of kosher salt
 1 ½ tablespoon cocoa powder
Directions
1. Peel the skin off the frozen bananas using a paring knife
2. Chop into 1 inch chunks and blend in a food processor for 2-3
minutes, scraping down the bowl to catch any chunks
3. Add salt and cocoa powder, blending for another 1-3 minutes
until the consistency of soft ice cream.
Variations: vanilla ice cream – add some vanilla flavouring to the
bananas.
Fruit flavours add chunks of frozen strawberries, raspberries,
kiwi, mango or any flavour of fruit that catches your fancy to the
bananas.
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How and what brought
you to Parkdale ?

Anthony's sermons are
always so inspiring wonderful sermons with a
great beginning and ending.
The congregation is very
welcoming, and I enjoy the
choir immensely. I am
amazed at the number of
children and youth that
attend. It reminds me of
those days when I attended
Sunday school and helped
out as a Sunday School
teacher. I hope to continue
at Parkdale United for a
very long time. Thank you
for welcoming me and God
Bless.

Christine Farrell
My sister had been
attending Parkdale United
for many years. She had
always invited me to attend
special services or events
that were being held at
Parkdale, e.g., the Martin
Luther King Service and the
International supper, which
on a few occasions I
attended and had the
opportunity to help out.
I volunteered at the spring
rummage sale recently, and
I am hoping to put my
name forward for future
events of interest.

Shirley Rey, since the early
1990s
I had just moved into the
area in 1991. As fate would
have it I noticed Parkdale
United on my walks to
familiarize myself with my
new neighbourhood. I was
invited to attend Parkdale
United Church by a very good
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friend and her mother during
the early 1990's. Although I
had visited many other
churches at that time, I was
looking for a church where
the congregation and
Ministers would be
welcoming. Upon arriving at
Parkdale, there was a great
warmth and family
atmosphere, and immediately
I knew this was the place at
which I wanted to worship on
Sundays.

Book Club — Autumn
Edition 2012

Everyone welcome! Come join
us as we discuss the month’s
book selection. We meet after
the church service (bring a
lunch) for approx. 1½ hours.

I look forward to the
preaching of the ministers,
the various children and youth
activities and the many other
events. I have enjoyed
volunteering for the
international dinner, the
rummage sale and hope to
assist at other events. I feel
blessed to have met so many
people who have become
friends and who have helped
me in the strengthening of

Next meetings and books are:
September 16
Gilead by Marilynne Robinson.
“A spiritual force very rare in
contemporary fiction.” 2004.
October 14
Half Blood Blues by Esi
Edugyan. 2011 Giller Prizewinning novel of music, race,
and love in 1939 Berlin.
November 18
Kiss the Sunset Pig: A
Canadian’s American Road
Trip with Exotic Detours by
Laurie Gough. Funny and
poignant. 2006.

my faith.
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MISSION OUTREACH AND JUSTICE
Ireland. The picture below
says it all.

Greetings everyone. I hope
you all had a wonderful
summer full of fun, blessed
moments getting together
with loved ones, family and
friends. I certainly had a
wonderful surprised when
Harry Allen dropped off his
wife and two family members
to join our bus tour to
Niagara Falls. We had a
wonderful and memorable 3day tour with Marjorie, her
sister Panzy, and niece Hazel
who were visiting from

2012/13 MO&J Program
This year, the MO&J
program of events has been
cut back to enable our
congregation to concentrate
fully on deepening our faith
through the “Unbinding our
Hearts” series. Events such
as “Celebrating our
Cultures” will be postponed
this year.

From left to right is Panzy (Marjorie's sister, Marjorie, Faye, & Hazel
-Marjorie's niece).
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We are continuing
the“Images & Stories”
series with Gloria
Anderson's September
presentation on South
Africa September 28.

understand the Right
Relations vision of the United
Church of Canada, to educate
ourselves about Aboriginal
matters, to determine what
type of relations Aboriginal
peoples are looking for, to
determine how Parkdale can
support Aboriginal peoples’
initiatives and to walk with
Aboriginal peoples through
their justice issues. The
United Church of Canada has
long been involved in this
work. Parkdale has certainly
been involved but on a small
scale. We feel it is time to
work with the UCC and to
enter into meaningful
partnerships with our
Aboriginal brothers and
sisters.

We will, however, start off
the “Images & Stories”
series on Friday, September
28. Come and join Gloria
Anderson on her travels to
South Africa. The
presentation begins at 7:00
PM and runs about an hour.
At 8:00 PM there is time
for fellowship and
refreshments will be served.
As a kick-off gesture, and
for this event only, a light
meal will be served at 6:00
PM. So please mark
September 28th on your
calendar.

Our initial task is to build up
the group, educate ourselves
before starting to impart
information to you - our
congregation. We, therefore,
will have no major
undertaking until after the
“Unbinding our Hearts”
series.

Parkdale’s Living into
Right Relations
Working Group
With the blessing of
Council, the MO&J
Committee has launched a
new working group Chaired
by Elise Mennie. The
purpose of this group is to
make known and

Faye Beaufort
Chair, MO&J Committee
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LECTIONARY FOR SEPTEMBER
Sept 2 – 14th after Pentecost

James 3:1–12
Not many of you should be teachers
of God’s word.

Song of Solomon 2:8–13
Arise, my love, and come away!

Mark 8:27–38
Who do people say that I am?

Psalm 45:1–2, 6–9 (VU p. 769)
Praise for the anointed hero!

Sept 23 – 17th after Pentecost
James 1:17–27
Be quick to listen, slow to speak,
slow to anger.

Proverbs 31:10–31
A tribute to a capable woman.

Mark 7:1–8, 14–15, 21–23
Not from outside, but from within is
a person defiled.

Psalm 1 (VU p. 724)
Blessed are those who follow God’s
law.

Sept 9 – 15th after Pentecost

James 3:13—4:3, 7–8a
Wisdom from above is gentle and
peaceable.

Proverbs 22:1–2, 8–9, 22–23
A good name rather than riches.

Mark 9:30–37
Whoever welcomes a child,
welcomes me.

Psalm 125 (VU p. 849)
Do good, O God, to those who are
good.

Sept 30 – 18th after Pentecost
James 2:1–10, (11–13), 14–17
Faith without works is dead.

Esther 7:1–6, 9–10; 9:20–22
Esther pleads for the life of her
people.

Mark 7:24–37
The Syrophoenician woman’s faith
challenges Jesus.

Psalm 124 (VU p. 848)
If God had not been at our side.

Sept 16 – 16th after Pentecost
Proverbs 1:20–33
Wisdom cries in the streets.

James 5:13–20
The sick should be anointed by the
elders.

Psalm 19 (VU pp. 740–741)
The heavens declare the glory of
God.

Mark 9:38–50
If your hand causes you to stumble,
cut it off.
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COUNCIL REPORT — MAY & JUNE 2012
theme,
‘Create’, and reminded us that we
need to be creative and find new
ways to share the gospel and our
faith. Melodee closed with a brief
prayer, asking God to give us
courage to share our creative talents.
Liz Harrison, JNAC Chair, identified
the Committee members: Rev.
Trisha Elliott, Rev. Isabel Black
(Presbytery representatives) Sue
Stefko (Secretary), Susan Yearwood,
Mary McLeod, Muriel Bellman, and
John Harewood and provided a brief
update on the status of the needs
assessment. The committee had met
several times, had heard from the
Ministry and Personnel and Pastoral
Care Committees and was seeking
opportunities to consult other
committees to identify pastoral care
needs. Members of the congregation
have had an opportunity to provide
input to the process through a
questionnaire included in the bulletin
for several Sundays. We were
reminded that the JNAC objective is
to identify Parkdale’s needs, not to
find a replacement for Barbara, as
we all recognize that there are very
big shoes to fill! The process
consists of two phases and a Joint
Search Committee will be charged
with filling the position after the
needs have been assessed and
reported to Council and the
congregation.
Beth Gutsell provided an update on
the status of preparations for General
Council in August. Parkdale has

Given the timing of the May Council
meeting, it was impossible to
provide a summary of the May 22
meeting in time for the June
Messenger. As a result, you will
find below a summary of both the
May and June meetings. In order to
avoid duplication, Committee and
Staff Reports for both meetings are
summarized once.
May 22, 2012:
Council Chair Matthew Baker
welcomed representatives of the
Joint Needs Assessment Committee
(JNAC): Liz Harrison, Sue Stefko,
Susan Yearwood, and the Rev.
Trisha Elliott, and invited them to
participate in the opening devotion
led by Melodee Lovering. We
watched a video entitled “Buried
Talent”, which portrayed the
experience of three painters
commissioned to create a special and
meaningful gift for the sponsor’s
wife, using very valuable gold paint.
Two of the three were successful in
creating something quite wonderful,
and the wife was delighted with the
creations. The third, afraid to waste
the valuable paint, did nothing, and
was excluded from the ensuing
celebration, leaving the party
downfallen and ashamed. This story
parallels the Parable of the Talents,
read to us by David Odumodu from
Matthew 24:14-30. Melodee told us
of her recent participation at the
Princeton Forum, which had as a
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been identified as a ‘depot church’
and volunteers were being sought to
assist with receiving goods from
outlying churches and then
delivering them to Carleton
University before 9am. The request
for donations of cookies and muffins
had been met, but many other
volunteer opportunities remain
available.
Council received an update on the
fire that damaged the south entrance
to the church on May 1, with most of
the damage being to the doors and
the masonry. Replacement doors of
Spanish cedar had been ordered by
the date of the meeting. Firefighters
had been very careful to ensure that
the stained glass window above the
door was not damaged. The fire
inspector’s report had not yet been
received although it was known that
the fire occurred about a foot from
the floor in the armoured cable. It is
suspected that something caused an
arc, which eventually charred the
wood around. Anthony reported that
there had been a tremendous and
heart-warming response from the
community who, in recognition of
the role that Parkdale plays in the
area, were looking for ways to help,
including financially, to cover the
cost of the insurance deductable. At
the time of reporting, approximately
$2K had been collected.
Council discussed and approved a
proposal for development of a
Council Governance Constitution,
with the intention of providing a first
draft for review by Council in June,
2012, establishing a small working

group of three or four people, which
will incorporate feedback, and
further review and edit the
document, with a view to tabling a
penultimate version with Council in
the Fall, 2012. The final document
will be tabled at the February 2013
AGM.
Matt closed the meeting with prayer.
June 26, 2012
Anthony led the devotion, supported
by Matthew Baker. We began by
singing “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be
My Song” from Voices United.
Anthony then explained the theme of
the devotion, journeying, or
broadening our experience with God.
We are in a continuous process of
‘becoming’; the challenges and
experiences that we have along the
way are all part of the journey of
‘becoming’. Anthony reminded us
of Peter, who was certainly not the
kind of person one would consider to
be a ‘leader’; he let Jesus down
several times. But he was on a
journey which he ultimately
embraced, becoming a strong
proponent of the gospel. Anthony
asked us to think of our ‘sacramental
moments’, those times that unfolded
new vistas as part of our journey.
He reminded us that prayer is food
for the journey, as is sleep. These
elements allow us to ruminate on
and welcome the gifting of God.
Matt Baker then led us through a
fascinating slide show of his and
Jess’s journey last March – 29 days
in Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, and
Cambodia. Although Matt told us
that certainty and safety are priorities
for him, Jess was able to convince
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him to stretch his boundaries, and
the result was a rewarding and
memorable experience. They
learned a lot about Buddhism and
toured many Buddhist temples. Matt
was left with the impression that
these temples were truly the centre
of the community, to an extent that
we don’t see in urban centres in
Canada. That was what he thought
until Parkdale experienced a fire on
May 1; the positive response from
the community was surprising and
heart-warming and reminded him
that the church is still a focal point
of the community. The journey also
included a lesson in faith that
involved crossing a busy street
teeming with scooters. Reportedly,
you just have to strike out and cross
the street, following your guide; the
scooters zoom around you! A tour
of the “Killing Fields’ inspired both
Matt and Jess to learn more about its
history. And the story of a
premature baby left on a doorstep,
now being raised by strangers, left us
all impressed by this story of
generosity and humanity.
Anthony concluded by reminding us
that we sometimes put ourselves in
situations that ‘stretch’ us and
referred us to Clara Lu’s report on
her experience with the Montreal
Urban Partnership, her hope that she
wouldn’t return to ‘a lifestyle of
comfortable ignorance, unaware of
the poverty in my own city’, and her
gratitude that she now has a better
understanding of God’s purposes for
her.
The first item of business on the

agenda was a discussion of the
difference between an ‘audit’ and a
‘review’ and whether Parkdale’s
books are in need either. The
Finance Committee had proposed to
Council in May that a review be
conducted. Council then had asked
for research into the options and
costs, so Roger Coady contacted
some audit firms and reported on the
results of his findings. Considerable
discussion ensued, with the question
of whether a review is required at
this time referred to the Finance
Committee for reconsideration at its
next meeting on September 19,
2012.
Council then discussed a proposal to
adopt a Code of Confidentiality,
originally introduced during the May
meeting by Don Macpherson, which
focuses on the need to increase
awareness of the importance of
respecting the confidentiality of
certain information. Given the broad
reach of this issue it was proposed
that a document raising awareness of
and sensitivity to the importance of
the maintenance of confidentiality in
the matters with which we are
involved be drafted and
communicated. Council considered
a draft and the distinction between
confidentiality and privacy received
considerable attention. The Code
was ultimately accepted by Council,
subject to amendment pending
further discussion of privacy and
confidentiality.
Next, David Odumodu referred us to
the Worship Committee report and
commented that discussions are
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progressing well and that he is very
hopeful for the future of the music
ministry, given the willingness on
the part of choir members to move
forward. He asked Council
members to keep the music ministry
in our prayers. A broad discussion of
music ministry ensued. David noted
that recent attrition in the choir is a
concern, and a challenge that he
thinks can be responded to
positively. The Worship Committee
is committed to providing Council
with a clearer direction on the future
of music at the first meeting in the
Fall.

time of $31K.
Debbie noted that there had been a
long discussion at the last Finance
committee about the use of PAR and
on-line donations. On average, the
number of PAR donors remains
quite constant, and the income from
PAR averages $9K/month. Debbie
went on to note that Investment
income is on target, as are salaries.
Mission and Outreach receipts
continue to decline, as they have for
several years, with the exception of
last year because of contributions to
the Sunday/Sayer and refugee family
funds. The Capital Fund has seen an
unexpected overrun because of the
Sunday school renovations. It was
noted that the cost of the new
signage should be partially offset by
a donation from the preschool. The
fire will cost us $5K, the insurance
deductable. Fire donations from the
community and congregation
members now total almost $2K.

Ellen Andrews walked Council
through the draft Council
Governance Constitution that had
been distributed prior to the meeting.
It was noted that UCC policies may
change to some extent after the
General Council meeting in August,
and that we should ensure that our
document is revised to reflect these
changes, if any. With respect to
timelines, Ellen hopes to have the
document finalized in the Fall and
ready for tabling and approval at the
AGM in February 2013.

Debbie noted that we are always in
debt; our deficit is offset from the
Memorial fund. Anthony reminded
us that giving should be a spiritual
discipline and consideration needs to
be given to the theological basis for
giving.

Treasurer’s Report:
Our Treasurer, Debbie McGregor,
walked us through the highlights of
the financial statements for the
period ending May 31, 2012. She
noted that the projected deficit at the
end of May was just short of $19K,
which is quite positive compared to
the projected deficit last year at this

As it does at all its meetings,
Council received reports from all
Committees, as well as from staff.
Ministry and Personnel
Don Macpherson reported that
Presbytery had approved the
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appointments of Melodee Lovering
until June 2014 and of Barbara
Faught until her retirement in
December 2012. Don also reminded
us to be mindful of the need to
safeguard the confidentiality of
information that we receive in the
course of our duties as members of
Staff, as members of Council, as
members of committees or in any of
the many capacities as members of
Parkdale. M&P reviewed this matter
and was unable to find any official
Parkdale policy on the subject and a
draft Confidentiality Code was
drafted. A separate article on the
Code of Confidentiality appears
elsewhere in the edition of The
Messenger.

After 11 years of faithful service as
editor of The Messenger, Debbie
McGregor has stepped down. The
search for a new co-editor to support
Danica Rogers ended successfully
with Julee and Blaine Pauling
agreeing to serve as co-editors. Elise
Mennie has offered to join John
Butcher in providing proof-reading
support to The Messenger team.
Danica is the Team Lead and will
develop the publishing schedule for
the fall and train the new members.
Thanks to you all for this wonderful
ministry!
The Communications Committee is
in the process of developing a
process to facilitate Parkdale
committees and groups in providing
the Communications Committee
with their advertising requirements.
Jenna Lester has joined the
Committee and will assist in
promoting Parkdale’s special events
through the media, websites, local
community groups, etc. The
Committee is also in the process of
updating Parkdale’s website, and is
investigating the possibility of
adding a Twitter feed to the Home
Page, using Podcasts, and the
feasibility of using pre-designed
templates to modernize the site.

Finance Committee:
At the May meeting of Council, Beth
Gutsell reported that the Finance
Committee is looking for someone
to review the books; the outstanding
need for a review is an important and
ongoing concern. There ensued a
discussion about the difference
between an audit and a review and it
was agreed that research would be
conducted on the range of possible
options; a report was provided to
council at its June meeting, as noted
above, with the question of whether
a review should be conducted at this
time referred back to the Finance
Committee for discussion at its
September meeting.

The Committee has determined that
all requests for advertising for
Parkdale events should be sent to
Don Mockett, our Office
Administrator, who will forward the
request to Carolynn Halkett, in her
role as the Publicity Coordinator,

Communications Committee:
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who will then forward the item to the
appropriate person. Richard Hamley
will act as the Parkdale Webmaster,
Danica will maintain Twitter and
Jenna will maintain Facebook on the
website.

Aboriginal issues. In future, the
intention is to determine what
assistance Aboriginal people might
require and how Parkdale could
usefully assist in responding to
identified needs. The experience of
the United Church of Canada and
Presbytery, as well as other United
Churches, will be drawn on as
appropriate.

The Committee has researched the
need to obtain consent from
members of the congregation in
order to post pictures and articles on
the site; a form has been developed
for this purpose. An Unbinding Your
Heart web page has been developed,
and contains basic information,
testimonials, FAQs, etc. Currently,
the Committee has the ability/
expertise to make basic changes to
the website, but would be delighted
to have the assistance of a resource
with more advanced technical skills.
If this is a ministry to which you
think you could contribute, please let
Carolynn Halkett know of your
interest.

The Committee had received a report
from Clara Lu on her mission project
with the Inter-Varsity Christian
Fellowship in Montreal; the report
was tabled with Council and appears
elsewhere in this edition of The
Messenger. Clara has also agreed to
provide a verbal report to the
congregation in the Fall and we look
forward to hearing from you, Clara.
It would appear that the mission
experience was a very moving and
worthwhile undertaking for you and
we wish you well as you continue to
pursue your studies.

Ministry, Outreach and Justice
Committee:

Committee members agreed to
cancel the International Evening,
tentatively scheduled for October 20,
2012, in order to allow everyone to
focus on “Unbinding Your Heart, 40
Days of Prayer and Faith-Sharing”,
but will join with the Singles Group
to plan the Advent event on
December 2, 2012. “Images and
Stories” will continue as planned.

Committee members have responded
to an identified need to be more
active with respect to Aboriginal
issues by striking a Working Group
within MO&J, known as the
“Working Group on Living in Right
Relations with Aboriginal Peoples”,
chaired by Elise Mennie. The
Working Group is open to all
Parkdale members and will begin its
work by educating itself and the
congregation on the history of
Aboriginal peoples and on current

Stewardship Committee:
The Committee reported on a
meeting with Eileen Lavigne of the

37

Ottawa Montreal Conference to
discuss Parkdale’s participation in
the further development and use of
the Money Sanity workshop for
adult and/or youth audiences;
consideration will be given to
hosting similar workshops at a future
date.

completed. Damage was for the
most part to the masonry around
the door, the door itself, and water
damage, including to the Parkdale
Orchestra storage room. Staining
and varnishing of the doors, and
installation of hardware, was
taking place at the time of writing
this report. Re-wiring of the South
Tower is slated to take place
shortly, now that the doors are in
place.

Council was reminded that the use of
bottled water should be avoided and
that recyclable dinnerware should be

used whenever possible. The
Stewardship Committee will give
some thought to how this guideline
could be better implemented and
respected.

Parkdale space is now being used
almost to capacity by groups
including Monkey Rock, Royal
Scottish Country Dancers, Arbrae
Dancers, Eastern Ontario Round
and Square Dancing, Sons of
Scotland, Parkdale Orchestra, and
CAMMAC. Additional parking
spaces have also been allocated,
which are returning revenue.

New members would be welcomed
to the Stewardship Committee; if
stewardship of God’s gifts and
creation is of interest to you, please
contact Jennifer Payne and find out
more about the exciting and
valuable work of this Committee.

Chubb Edwards performed the
annual inspection of the Parkdale’s
fire alarm system and issued an
inspection certificate along with a
deficiency report. It was
recommended that the fire alarm
be replaced (cost of $4620.00) and
that hydrostatic tests be performed
on three portable fire extinguishers
and that one obsolete fire
extinguisher be replaced. Options
with respect to a monitoring
system are being explored.

Property Trustees:
The flooring is now complete in
the Sunday School rooms and
Modernfold ‘Soundmaster’
accordion partitions should be
installed before the start of Sunday
School. A vote of thanks goes out
to all for exceptional patience
during this renovation!
Repairs to the south entrance to the
sanctuary from Parkdale Avenue,
required as a result of a fire on
May 1, 2012, have now been

Property trustees obtained quotes
related to the purchase and
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installation of bicycle racks but
subsequently found the space that
would house the racks to be
insufficient. Alternatively, a bar
will be installed on the ramp for
locking up of bicycles.

The new model for ushering is
going quite well, but more people
who are willing to volunteer for a
month at a time are required.
Please contact David Odumodu if
you feel that this is a commitment
that you could make to life at
Parkdale.

New signs on Gladstone and
Parkdale Avenues, with the United
Church logo, graphics matching
the lawn sign and mention of
Queensway Preschool have now
been installed; the preschool is
responsible for one-third of the
cost of these. The lease for the
Queensway preschool, which runs
from July 1-June 30, was renewed;
trustees were of the opinion that no
increase to the current rent of
$2300.00 per month, which came
in to effect as of January 2012, is
required.

Pastoral Care Committee:
The Committee reported a very
successful Strawberry Social on
June 24, with 170 plates of
strawberry shortcake served!
Huge thanks go out to Harry
Whitehead, who donated the
berries!
Ministers’ Reports

Property trustees are seeking
additional committee members;
please contact Ken Elder if you are
interested in serving on this very
important committee.

Melodee Lovering reported that
the summer Sunday school
schedule had been successfully
filled with 17 individuals, mostly
not Sunday school teachers, having
volunteered to help with
supervision in pairs during July
and August. Thank you to all who
responded to this request.
The scheduling for the fall session,
which begins September 17, has
been more challenging as we are
expanding the number of classes
we have due to the high numbers
of pre-schoolers. This means we
need more teachers. Melodee has

Worship Committee:
The Worship Committee continues
to elaborate a vision for the music
ministry at Parkdale. A special
joint meeting of the Worship
Committee and the choir was held
in June to discuss the vision; a
proposal for the future of music at
Parkdale will be made to Council
at its September meeting.
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had various meetings with
potential teachers and volunteers
over the past couple of months.
The Godly Play Workshop, held
on June 16, was attended by 22
participants, four from Parkdale
and many from around the
Presbytery six-week congregationwide and some Anglicans as well.
Ruth Cairns gave an excellent
presentation and participants
expanded their knowledge of the
Godly Play program that is used in
the preschool classes and up to
grade three. Thanks to Ellen
Andrews who helped Melodee
organize this worthwhile event.
On June 14, eight parents and
others interested in the youth
program attended a consultation
which explored some avenues for
ministry to youth in our
congregation; it was decided that it
might be best to run youth
programs in blocks of four weeks
at a time with specific activities
which would relate to Christian
themes. One suggestion was to
offer a CPR course and infuse that
with a theme around being a Good
Samaritan. This block may be
offered in the New Year and some
leadership has already been
promised. In the fall, Blaine and
Julee Pauling will be offering a
block of three to four weeks which
will involve hiking and walking
and a discussion around “Walking
with God” and following Christian
practices. These themes would be

offered for the senior youth (grades
7 & up) and a program for Junior
Youth (grades 4-6) would run
concurrently.
Marley Payne-Odumodu, Emily
Clark, and Derek Grozinger were
hired to work during Camp
Awesome week to check children
in and out, plan and serve the
snacks, and help with before and
after care of kids. Thank you so
much for your assistance with this
summer event!
Smoothies were served at Coffee
Shop on June 3 to an enthusiastic
Parkdale crowd. Thanks for your
support of Second Blessings.
Thanks to Troy Cross for his
donation of a microwave.
The worship team and some
members of the choir led the music
during the service on June 10.
This was an intergenerational
service around the theme of “The
Altar and the Door” – how to carry
our faith through the summer and
beyond the doors of Parkdale.
Melodee has completed her course
in Christian Ethics from United
Theological College (McGill) as
well as a United Church Polity
course, online through Queens.
She continues to be involved in the
Princeton Certificate in Youth
Ministry, and attended the
Princeton Youth Ministry Forum
in April as part of the this program,
which will be completed in
January 2014.
Anthony Bailey reported his
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pleasure with respect to
community support in the
aftermath of the fire on May 1. In
addition to communications of
support from the neighbourhood,
Parkdale has received about $2,000
in donations from the
neighbourhood and congregation
towards the deductible related to
the fire insurance cost. Anthony
has tweeted the appreciation of the
congregation for the
neighbourhood having rallied
around us.
Anthony continues to provide
support to the Worship, Mission,
Outreach and Justice, and
Communication Committees of
Council, and has devoted a
considerable amount of time and
energy, in providing guidance and
support to these committees. He is
very excited the future of the
music ministry, the formation of a
working group on Living into
Right Relations with Aboriginal
Peoples under the auspices of the
MOJ committee and greatly
appreciates the strides that the
Communications committee has
made towards improving and
advancing Parkdale’s
communication needs.

and preparation processes; the
interview was aired on June 20 on
television and June 21 on radio.
Anthony, Barbara and Melodee are
extensively involved in preparatory
activities related to the Unbinding
Your Heart six-week congregationwide small group experience
coming in the Fall. The planning
group consists of Helen Hayes,
Coordinator of the Planning
Group, David Odumodu (small
group leaders), Kerry Lynn
Grozinger (prayer team), Anthony
Bailey, Melodee Lovering, Barbara
Faught, Troy Cross, Carolynn
Halkett (communications), and
Scott Andrews. We are excited
about this blessed opportunity to
get to know one another better in
small groups, where authentic
conversations about faith and life
can take place, as well as the
deepening of our prayer lives. Our
deep prayer and desire is that all
members of the Council, and a
large percentage of the
congregation, will take part in this
experience. We are blessed to be
guided in this by our Unbinding
coach, Nancy Wood, and Helen
and Anthony ‘met’ via
teleconference on June 16 with
Nancy and our cohort of
congregations undertaking the
Unbinding the Gospel faith sharing
and prayer initiative.

June was a busy month for
Anthony in the preparation of
couples for marriage as well as the
conduct of weddings. He was
interviewed by CBC with respect
to the trends in marriage requests
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Some of you may be aware that articles were published in the
Ottawa Sun and Ottawa Citizen in early August that made
reference to the circumstances surrounding the departure of
our previous organist, Desmond Hassell in 2006.
Not much has been publically said in the last six years with
respect to Mr. Hassell’s departure. This decision was made at
the time on the advice of legal counsel and by a desire to
preserve the peace and good order of the congregation.
I hope that you will trust this decision to be confidential. I can
tell you that as a member of the current Council and especially
as the Chair, there are many conversations that go on with
respect to the church that we do not discuss publicly. It can be
a struggle sometimes to decide when and where there is a need
for confidentiality. Recently, the Council has adopted a Code of
Confidentiality, which is also published in this edition of the
Messenger. This Code isn’t about keeping secrets, it’s about
respecting each other.

If you have any concerns or comments, please don’t hesitate to
get in touch with me at matt_in_ottawa@hotmail.com

Thank you.
Matthew Baker
Parkdale United Church Council Chair
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Code of Confidentiality
Over the course of the last year a sub-Committee of Council carried
out an extensive review of the terms of reference for the Council and
its Committees, the document which underlies the structure of
governance at Parkdale. The revised document was presented to
Council at its June meeting for consideration, review, comment and
discussion by Council at a future meeting. One of the Appendices to
the document is entitled “Code of Confidentiality”. Separately, the
Code was approved by Council, and the text, which provides the
background for its development, follows this article.
The United Church Manual, in its guidance on the good governance
policies and practices for pastoral charges, recommends that there
be in place policies to reinforce the need for all concerned to be
mindful of the need to safeguard the confidentiality of information
that we receive in the course of our duties as members of Staff, as
members of Council, as members of committees or in carrying out
any of the other ministries of Parkdale.
There is guidance on this subject also to be found in passages of
Scripture, such as the Ninth Commandment and references to “idle
words”.
Until now, there has not been any official policy dealing with the
issue on the record here at Parkdale. This Code is intended to be a
document to raise our collective awareness of, and sensitivity to, the
importance of the maintenance of confidentiality in the matters with
which we are involved. As such it sets out the principles of
confidentiality and a pledge that we will act in accordance with them.
It does not attempt to precisely define what constitutes confidential
information. Instead, it relies on the good judgment of individuals to
decide on the extent to which information can or should be shared.
In no way is it intended to inhibit the sharing of information on a
“need to know” basis, particularly where the sharing may prevent
improper behaviour or damage to others.
Council asks that the Code be taken to heart by us all and will
welcome comments and suggestions.

43

Second Blessing
Coffee Shop
Opening dates
for the
2012-2013
season

EDITORIAL BOARD

Danica Rogers, Julee and Blaine
Pauling, Coeditors, John Butcher,
Valerie Hum,
Peter Meerburg, and you????
Call (613) 728-8656 to volunteer.

October 7
November 4
December 2
January 13
February 10
March 3
April 7
May 5

The Parkdale Messenger is
published at Parkdale United
Church, on the last Sunday of
each month and includes a
calendar of events and activities
for the following month. We
appreciate any submissions to the
Parkdale Messenger. We reserve
the right to edit, condense or
reject submissions, but will try to
find space for all.
Next issue: November 2012.
Please submit articles and
materials to pdale@trytel.com or
the church office
by September 17.
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