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EDITORIAL BOARD 
Editor this issue: Danica Rog-
ers 
Proofreader: Jaylyn Wong  
 
Contributors: Anthony Bailey, 
Peter Meerburg, Faye Beaufort, 
Gloria Hazel Bowen, Elise Mennie, 
Camille Beaufort, Beth Gutsell, Val 
Hum, Elaine West, Jaylyn Wong, 
Sylvia Vincent, Hepsy Griffiths and 
John Harewood. Many thanks and 
keep those contributions com-
ing!! 

 
We are always looking for 
new ideas, volunteers and 
submissions. We reserve the 
right to edit, condense or reject 
submissions, but will try to find 
space for all. 
 
Next issue: October 2015  
Editor next issue: Elise Mennie  
Please send articles and materials 
to  
messen-
ger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
or the church office by 
Sunday September 13th 

IMPORTANT: When submitting photos to the Messenger, please ensure you 
have asked permission of the individuals if their faces are clearly recognizable. 
They should know that an electronic PDF version of the Messenger is posted to 
the Parkdale website.  
See: http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions 

mailto:messenger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
mailto:messenger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK 

1:00pm-
Played in the 
yard! My 
favorite thing! 

3:00pm –Wagged my tail! My 
favorite thing! 

5:00pm –Milk bones! My fa-
vorite thing! 

7:00pm-Got to play ball! My 
favorite thing! 

8:00pm-Wow! Watched TV 
with the people! My favorite 
thing! 

11:00pm-Sleeping on the bed! 
My favorite thing! 

 

Excerpts from a Cat’s Diary: 

Day 983 of my captivity.  

 My captors continue to taunt 
me with bizarre, little dangling 
objects. The only thing that  
keeps me going is my dream 
of escape. 

 

Now, before all 
the cat people get up in arms 

 

LOOKING THROUGH 

Perspective is so crucial to 
the navigation of our lives 
and our faith. The apostle 
Paul urges the Christians in 
Thessalonica to “give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is 
God's will for you in Christ 
Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18) 
Wow…really?! If this does not 
require perspective, I don’t 
know what does. 

Consider the following con-
trasting descriptions… 

Excerpts from a Dog’s Diary: 

8:00am –Dog food! My favor-
ite thing! 

9:30 am-A car ride! My favor-
ite thing! 

9:40am-A walk in the park! 
My favorite thing! 

10:30am –Got rubbed and 
petted! My favorite thing! 

12:00pm –
Lunch! My fa-
vorite thing!     
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about this, remember it is just 
an illustration.  

The English word 
“perspective” is derived from 
two Latin words: per - 
through + specere - to look. 
Hence the word perspective 
has to do with ‘a way of look-
ing through what is in front of 
you, and/or what one is expe-
riencing that leads to a partic-

ular thought, feeling, attitude 
and/or action.’ So to use our 
example from Paul’s exhorta-
tion to the Thessalonians, one 
would consider (e.g., look 
through) whatever situation 
or circumstance one is experi-
encing, and in the midst of 
that, choose to thank God. 

Now I know, there may be 
some of you saying: That is 
silly, if not downright insulting 
and oppressive. How are we 
supposed to give thanks for 
sickness, or terrorist attacks, 
or bullying, or the death of 
your child? That is not what 
Paul is saying. Notice the 
preposition he uses: “give 
thanks in all circumstances” 
not “give thanks for all cir-
cumstances”. The difference is 
this: in whatever circum-
stance, trial, tribulation, cele-
bratory event we find our-
selves, our way of looking 
through can find reason to 
thank God. 

So, in sickness, we can thank 
God for medicine and people 
to look after us; in terrorist 
attacks, we can thank God for 
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those who risk their lives to 
rush in and help the wounded 
and those who work tirelessly 
to discover and head off 
these plots; in bullying, we 
can thank God for those who 
believe you and help you, as 
well as those working to ex-
pose and eradicate it; in a 
child’s death, we thank God 
for those who tried to save 
the child, those who cry with 
the bereaved family and 
those who pray with them 
and cook for them. In every 
circumstance we can find rea-
son for thanksgiving through 
a particular way of “looking 
through”. 

How does one “look through” 

the present reality? What do 
we notice…what do we be-
lieve about what has taken 
place, or what is taking place? 
What way of perceiving this 
situation will I choose to em-
brace? 

 By the grace of God, increas-
ing, nurturing and directing 
this capacity to “look through” 
all of our life situations, is an 
essential preoccupation of our 
life of worship, prayer, faith 
and action. In the life, teach-
ing, work, death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus, we see God call-
ing us into this way of “looking 
through”. For instance, most 
look on an enemy with hate or 
revulsion, but Jesus’ way of 
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“looking through” invites us 
to see that enemy as worthy 
of love. Many think that the 
acquisition of wealth, status, 
things is where it is at, in Je-
sus God has shown those will-
ing to look through that it is 
really about service, love, 
compassion, justice, and wit-
nessing to a redeemed life 
with redeemed priorities. 

As we begin another fall sea-
son of worshipping, serving, 
fellowshipping, Bible study 
and various ways of growing 
in faith, let us open ourselves 
to God’s Spirit, who will help 
us to “look through” our life, 
our situations and our com-
mitments in faithful ways. 

In closing, may I invite you 
into an exercise? Make a list 
of 5 situations, predicaments, 
challenges etc. that you are 
experiencing right now (it 
could be a longstanding reali-
ty that is still persisting). For 
each of these 5, please do the 
following: 

Pray and ask God to help you 
“look through” this situation 
in a different way (take time 

in silence and breathe deep-
ly). 

Find and write down at least 2 
things in the midst of this situ-
ation, for which you can give 
thanks to God (you can do 
this). 

After doing that, pay attention 
to how your feel – in mind, 
body, emotions, etc. Write 
down what you observe/
experience. 

Share your experience with 
someone you know will be 
eager to hear from you. 

Consider offering a 
“testimony” (written or ver-
bal) about what you experi-
ence, to encourage, inspire 
and bless others in the con-
gregation. {feel free to speak 
with me about what this 
might look like} 

 

 

With Love and Prayers for 
Blessing 

Anthony 
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God’s Calling 
 
Parkdale United Church is a vibrant 
and healthy congregation filled with 
great joy and faith! In the past three 
years I have witnessed your willing-
ness to not only walk the talk, but to 
talk the talk. You have gifted me and 
our community with your testimonies 
and your prayers. 
 
It is often in those moments of prayer 
that we sense God’s calling. If we don’t 
take time to listen while praying God 
finds others ways to call out to us, 
sometimes it is with significant events; 
often it is in the words or the call of 
another. We are often surprised by 
what it is that God is calling us to, and 
we may be unsure, but God is persis-
tent. 
 
For the past while I have sensed God 
calling me to a new place.  Though I 
have come to care for and to love all of 
you, through a lengthy process of care-
ful and prayerful discernment I have 
said  “yes” to a call to offer ministry to 
the Carp/ Dunrobin Pastoral Charge. 
This is a 2 point charge that has been 
without a permanent minister for 2 
years. They are anxious and are hope-
ful that I will be able to come to them 
as soon as possible but this will need 
to be negotiated. I will let you know of 
the date as soon as possible. 
 
Parkdale has two remarkable ministers 
in Melodee and Anthony. We 
are deeply blessed by the 
Pastoral Care Team that 
works tirelessly behind the 
scenes to bring God’s love to 
so many. We are blessed with 
strong leaders on the Church 
Council, and we are blessed to 
have a congregation with a 
deep faith, and a willingness to 
share that faith. Good-byes 

are not easy, but faith assures me 
that we are all held in the hand of 
God, and so we are never truly apart. 
 
I will carry with me the wonderful 
memories that I have shared with 
you, I will always be grateful for the 
lessons you have taught me, and I 
will always, always hold you in my 
prayers. You are loved, and you are 
blessed. You have been a blessing to 
me, and it has been a great privilege 
to serve with you in Christ’s ministry. 
The United Church of Canada is a 
small place and so it is my hope that 
we will continue to see one another. I 
will continue to be in Ottawa Presby-
tery, and I will continue to live just 
down the road in Almonte with a door 
that is always open. 
 
I will be back from holidays and study 
leave on Sept 12 and will be with you 
for at least a few more weeks. I 
would welcome the opportunity to 
share a cup of tea and a visit. 
You are a child of God, you are 
loved, and you are valued just as you 
are. 
 
Peace and Blessings to you all. 
 
With love 
Debbie 
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Proper 18 - September 4 
   - Jeremiah 18:1-11 and Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
   - Deuteronomy 30:15-20 and Psalm 1 
   - Philemon 1:1-1:21 
   - Luke 14:25-33 

 
Proper 19 - September 11 
   - Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 and Psalm 14 
   - Exodus 32:7-14 and Psalm 51:1-10 
   - 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
   - Luke 15:1-10 
 

Holy Cross - September 14 
   - Numbers 21:4b-9 and Psalm 98:1-5 or Psalm 78:1-2, 34-38 
   - 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
   - John 3:13-17 
 

Proper 20 - September 18 
   - Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 and Psalm 79:1-9 
   - Amos 8:4-7 and Psalm 113 
   - 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
   - Luke 16:1-13 

 
Proper 21 - September 25 
   - Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 and Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
   - Amos 6:1a, 4-7 and Psalm 146 
   - 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
   - Luke 16:19-31 

SEPTEMBER 
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Farewell to Khan 
 

After 35 years of loyal service as Parkdale’s Prop-
erty Custodian, Khan Chao will be retiring from his 
position later this year. 
 
In recognition of his dedication, a pot-luck luncheon 
will be held immediately following the morning wor-
ship service on October 30. A brief presentation 
program will also be part of the proceedings. 
 
Members of the congregation are invited to partici-
pate in honouring Khan by contributing to a finan-
cial gift that will be presented at the luncheon. Con-
tributions can be made by enclosing a cheque or 
cash in your regular Sunday offering envelope and 
writing “Khan Gift” on the Other line at the bottom, 
or by enclosing your contribution in a plain enve-
lope or one of the blue envelopes from the pews, 
and clearly marking it as “Khan Gift.” (Donations of 
this type are not eligible as a deduction for tax pur-
poses.) 
 
Contributions are being accepted now. 
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June was Aboriginal Heritage 
Month, and a special worship 
service took place at Parkdale 
on June 19th, Aboriginal Sun-

day. Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey 
introduced our special guest, 
Elder Denise Anne Boissoneau 
of the Anishinaabe Nation, 
originally from Manitoulin Is-
land, who has worked in the 
area of Indigenous restorative 
justice. 
 
Worship was in thanksgiving for 
Indigenous Peoples and their 
cultures, and reflection on Rec-
onciliation. 
 
The Welcome to Algonquin Ter-
ritory was with opening Rituals 
and Prayers. We were intro-
duced to the Strawberry. The 
berry is the love within us. The 
significance was pointed out to 
us of the Strawberry, the Heart, 
and the Connection. Yes, you 
eat the stem which connects 
you to mother earth. 
 
We should open our hearts and 
learn the teaching of life, and be 
guided by truth, love, respect, 
honesty, humility, bravery, and 
wisdom and at the heart is the 
Strawberry. 

We should see the light. Who I 
am, where I come from, honor 
our Ancestors wherever they 
are from. We walk together in 
oneness, and we are looking 
ahead with hope to do God's 
will. 
 
We were reminded that Recon-
ciliation is a journey, and we 
were entrusted with a special 
stone representing the dreams 
of our neighbours and friends, 
and offered ours in return. The 
United Church video on recon-
ciliation was informative, and 
even a little boy wanted to 
know more and approached the 
Elder to ask questions.  
 
The Strawberries were delicious 
at the end of the Service. 
 
 
Hepsy Griffiths 
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Upper Left : Elder Denise Anne  with Beth Gutsell     
Upper Right : Elder with Hepsy Griffiths 
Upper Left: Maxim with Elder 
Lower Left: Anthony  with Elder 
Lower Right:  Elder with Betty Hope Griffiths 
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If you would like your birthday to be a 
secret and your name taken off the list, or 
if your name was not included and you 
would like it to be added, please let the 
office know.  

Birthdays in September 

Our warmest greetings to: 

Haynes, Camrynn 3rd 
Praamsma, Liam    5th 
Bradley, Tianna  5th 
Harrison, Liz  8th 
Beaufort-Bradley, Maxim  9th 
Baird, Marion  10th 
Bosch, Kevin   11th 
Lanyom, Mirriam  16th 
Sutton, Freda  16th  
Akpan, Ubong (Mike)  20th 
Larabie, Samantha  21st 
Duncan, Maija  22nd 
Harman, Elsie  22nd 
King, John  28th 
Thain, Gail  29th 

Birth Announcement 
 
Proud Grandmother Janice Gray 
would like to announce the birth of 
her grandson Emmett John Laven-
der, born August 8 on his great 
great grandmother 's birthday.  
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Margaret Lois Boyd 
June 3, 1917 – July 18, 2016 

 
Peacefully, with her family by her side, on Monday, July 18, 2016 in her 100 th 
year. Beloved wife of the late Kenneth Boyd. Loving mother of Lynne (Jim 
Patterson), Wayne Bond (Valerie Harris), and Wendy (Jeff Threader). Proud 
Nana of Kathy (Andrew Seely), Jo, Jessica (Karl Borst), Kenneth (Christine 
Briggs), Jennifer (Michael Sexton), Matthew and Nana-Meow of Phoebe, Ru-
by, Viv and Lily. Predeceased by her brother Bruce Hill (the late Olive). 
 
A celebration of life service was held on July 22, with Rev. Debbie Roi offici-
ating. 

 
Margaret was a long-time member of the Park-
dale congregation. She was a member of Unit 
8 of the UCW for many years, and was a faith-
ful and dedicated volunteer on the Kitchen & 
Bath table at the annual pre-Christmas bazaar. 

REMEMBERING 
 
Please keep the families 
of these loved ones in 
your prayers. 
 
Eunice Fee who died on 
July 3rd; Lorine Clement 
who died on July 9th and 
Margaret Boyd who 
died on July 18th. 
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News 
 
Our Syrian Refugee Family ar-
rived in Ottawa on June 22, 2016.  
After two years of frustrating 
bureaucratic twists and turns, 
Rev. Bailey and a few church 
members gathered at the airport 
to welcome six members of the 
Saleh family who were arriving 
from Amman, Jordan. They had 
fled Syria while being shot at as 
they drove frantically in their car 
which they abandoned amid bul-
lets. We give thanks to God for 
their safe arrival. 
 
They worshiped with us and were 
so thrilled to meet the many 
members of our congregation 
who turned out to join them at a 
luncheon in Memorial Hall after 
the church service on Sunday, 
July 10, 2016. The family mem-
bers were Zuhir Saleh – the fa-
ther, a lawyer; Ftmeh Alqutaifani 
– the mother, an electrical engi-
neer; Mustafa 21, Tuka 18, Mah-

di 12, and Mutassem 11 – all stu-
dents. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of 
members and friends of Parkdale, 
the Salehs are quite settled in 
their home in Orleans. Why Or-
leans? The family member with 
whom we co-sponsored them 
lives in Orleans and we thought 
they would best be located close 
to their family. We asked and 
received, in record time, all the 
furniture, bedding, kitchen uten-
sils, bicycles, etc. that we need-
ed.  As at the time of writing, the 
4 adults have enjoyed four weeks 
of English language training and 
are speaking quite well. The two 
children are registered to attend 
school in September. They speak 
no English at all. The family con-
tinues to express their gratitude 
to Parkdale United Church mem-
bers and friends. They are look-
ing forward with much enthusi-
asm to their new life in Ottawa. 
Finally, a word of thanks to Nor-
ma McCord of MacKay United 

Mission outreach & justice 
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Church for her steadfast guidance 
over these years, and to each and 
everyone at Parkdale for their 
assistance and generous dona-
tions. You know who you are. 
All will agree, however, that 
Mary Tsikouras and Wally Prater 
deserve special mention. They 
too know what they have done. 
 
 
Images & Stories 
Images and Stories return for the 
6th year. Please keep Friday even-
ing September 30th, October 28th, 
and November 25th open to hear 
of exciting adventures and travel 
along with our presenters.  Watch 
for more news in the Sunday bul-
letin. 
 

Celebrating Parkdale’s Culture 
& International Dinner - Octo-
ber 15  
This year, honouring Parkdale’s 
85th anniversary, the Mission, 
Outreach & Justice Committee 
will switch their annual event of 
celebrating the various cultures/
nationalities worshiping at Park-
dale to focus on the culture expe-
rienced by Parkdalers in the past, 
the present, and what we may 
expect in the future. Join us on  
Saturday, October 15th at 6:00 
PM for  this event with an add-
ed bonus of an exciting Trivia 
game about the times from the 
inception of our church and for-
ward. In fact, please send us triv-
ia questions that you think would 

be interesting and would excite 
our guests.  Please send them to 
cathysandiford@rogers.com.  
Stay tuned for more information. 
 

2.7 K Walk for Food Commu-
nity Walk-A-Thon - For “In 
From The Cold” 
 
October 16, 2016 is World 
Food Day. We will be doing a 
walk-a-thon from 1:00 – 3:00 to 
raise money for In From the Cold 
and three other organizations 
that help feed the poor in our 
community.   The first such walk
-a-thon held last year raised 
$9,000 which was divided equal-
ly between the four organizations 
and we are hoping to surpass that 
this year. The location of each of 
the four organizations forms the 
stops along the way. The walk 
starts at the Dalhousie Food Cup-
board at the Bronson Centre, 
211 Bronson Ave, then moves on 
to St. Luke’s Anglican church 
(St. Luke’s Table) at 760 Som-
erset Street; then on to the Park-
dale Food Centre at 30  Rose-
mount; and ends at Parkdale 
United Church (In From The 
Cold - Gladstone entrance) with 
messages from community lead-
ers and light refreshments. De-
tailed information will be issued 
as the walk draws closer. Do plan 
to walk and/or pledge with us.  
  
 

mailto:cathysandiford@rogers.com
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What: Clothes, shoes, toys, games, books, bike, sports 
equipment, baby gear, and maternity or nursing clothes 
that are gently used and have outlived their current 
homes. 
 

Who: Anyone needing kids/baby clothing, toys and 
equipment. 
 

When: Sunday, September 11 – Choose items from 12:00
–1:00 PM, after the Sunday morning service. Regular ser-
vice starts at 10:30 AM. Set up is from 9:30-10:30 AM.  
 

Where: Memorial Hall of Parkdale United Church, at the 
corner of Parkdale and Gladstone Ave. 
 

Why: To reuse items and take it easy on the environment 
and our wallets. 
 

Provided by: Parents of Parkdale United Church 
 

Come and join us! 

 

Kids/Baby Gear Give-Away 
and Swap 
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REPORT OF THE MEETING OF 
PARKDALE UNITED CHURCH 

COUNCIL –JUNE 21, 2016 
 

The last meeting of Council before 
the summer break was preceded by a 
delightful and plentiful potluck din-
ner; grace was sung before eating.   
After dinner, Scott Andrews, Chair, 
welcomed members of Council and 
passed the floor to Rev. Dr. Anthony 
Bailey, who led the opening devo-
tion. Following up on the decision at 
the March meeting that Council 
members needed to experience a 
variety of spiritual practices before 
embarking on intentional study of 
the Ruth Haley Barton book on dis-
cernment, Anthony provided an 
overview of the spiritual practice of 
prayer, noting that there are over 60 
occasions in the Gospel when Jesus 
steps away to ‘pray’, ‘meditate’, or 
‘be alone’.  Prayer for Jesus was 
personal communing and conversing 
with God.  We then practiced three 
different types of ‘body’ prayer:  a 
prayer of hopefulness (head tilted 
back); a prayer of kindness (holding 
hands in pairs); and a prayer for re-
creation (arms upstretched).  Antho-
ny led us in prayer during each of 
these three body prayers.  The time 
of devotion closed, with Anthony 
leading us in prayer.   
 
The business part of the meeting 
started with another discussion on 
the proposed Fund-Raising Policy.  
Samantha Tim walked us through 
the changes made to Section 5 of the 
Fund-Raising Policy, to which addi-
tional clarity had been requested 
during the May 24 meeting. Some 

members had further questions, and 
detailed suggestions for further revi-
sion were tabled, several of which 
were voted on and passed.  It was 
agreed that the amended document 
would be provided to Council and a 
vote by e-mail on its acceptance 
would take place over the summer. 
 
There was then discussion of a request 
from the Parkdale Montessori School 
to use Parkdale as their emergency 
refuge site for approximately 80 stu-
dents and staff in the event of an evac-
uation.  Parkdale also serves as the 
evacuation site for Connaught Public 
School, but it has been determined 
that the church can accommodate both 
in the event of an emergency. Council 
agreed that this request could be ap-
proved.  
 
The Ministry and Personnel Commit-
tee had been giving some thought to a 
celebration in recognition of Khan 
Chao’s Retirement.  Sunday, October 
30, has been designated as the date 
when Khan will be recognized during 
the service, followed by a potluck 
lunch in Memorial Hall.  The congre-
gation will be asked to contribute to a 
gift; more details will be available in 
the fall.  
 
As at all Council meetings, Committee 
chairs provide written reports in ad-
vance of the meeting.  Highlights from 
these appear below: 
 
Kathleen  Stephenson, Treasurer,  
distributed copies of the Finance 
Committee Report, along with the 
Financial Summary as of May 31, 
2016.  Overall, our deficit as of May 

COUNCIL MEETING — JUNE 
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31 is $42,925, $17,088 higher than it 
was this time last year.  This is partly 
due to Anniversary celebration costs:  
the dinner and airfare and honorari-
um for our guest speaker. The possi-
bility of advertising ‘facilities for 
rent’ on the website may be explored, 
in consultation with Property Trus-
tees, as the availability of space is 
limited.     
 
Faye Beaufort, on behalf of Mission, 
Outreach and Justice, r epor ted on 
the arrival of the Saleh family:  par-
ents Zuhir and Etmeh, and children 
Mustafeh (21), Tuka (18), Mahdi 
(12), and Mustassen (11).  Parkdalers 
responded promptly (overnight!)  to 
an urgent appeal for beds and bed-
ding  and the welcoming committee 
was able to take the new arrivals to 
their home supplied with the basics 
for their first night in Canada.  A 
lunch is planned after church on July 
10 to welcome the family.   Faye also 
thanked Elise Mennie for the work 
she did with Anthony to provide a 
lovely and meaningful service on 
June 19, Aboriginal Sunday. 
 
Mary McLeod, Chair of Pastoral 
Care, r epor ted that the Team visit-
ed the Ottawa Integrative Cancer 
Care Centre on June 6, where they 
met some of the staff and learned 
about the programs offered and how 
they help people dealing with a can-
cer diagnosis and their caregivers.  
The Centre works cooperatively with 
the medical community and provides 
supplementary programs in wellness, 
yoga, nutrition and counseling. 
 
Camille Beaufort, on behalf of Faith 
Formation and Continuing Educa-
tion, r epor ted that she will contin-
ue to work with David Baird to im-

prove Sunday School security.  Sun-
day school has been going smoothly 
during Melodee’s sabbatical, with the 
help of Johanna Lace who took on 
administrative duties for the Sunday 
School program (spring and sum-
mer).  The summer program began 
on June 19 and an electronic newslet-
ter was sent to Sunday School par-
ents in June.  The Church Picnic-Day 
Camp at Lac Philippe on June 18 was 
enjoyed by all who participated, with 
two beaches, play structures, volley-
ball nets and wonderful weather.  
Feedback was positive and some 
participants mentioned that more 
impromptu gatherings should take 
place over the summer.   
 
Dates to remember:  Sunday, Sep-
tember 11, 2016:  first week of Sun-
day School, Senior Youth Camping 
Trip; 
Sunday, September 18, 2016:  Rally 
Sunday/Intergenerational Service 
 
Barbara Faught, Chair of Worship, 
noted that the music leadership for 
the summer would be shared by Car-
ol, Jono and Ian, and a schedule of 
projectionists has been drawn up for 
the same period.  Barbara also noted 
that several people have commented 
on the length of the announcements, 
both written and verbal.  In the fall, 
there will be a move to project them, 
and to produce them on a single sheet 
of paper that can be taken home for 
reference for those who wish.  
 
A written report was also provided 
by Anthony Bailey.   Of note, Antho-
ny reported that the congregational 
and program templates for the Halo 
Project had been completed and 
mailed off to Dr. Wood Daly, whose 
team will analyse them and apply 
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their analytical values in order to 
generate a report describing our eco-
nomic engagement with our west 
Ottawa neighbourhood, including a 
final ‘halo index’.  Dr. Wood Daly is 
willing to come and help present the 
findings to the congregation in the 
fall.  Anthony also reported that sev-
en people participated in the Mem-
bership Preparation session, four of 
whom were received into member-
ship on June 12.  One of our new 
members has already joined the 
choir!  There were about 80-85 peo-
ple in attendance at the Jacob Moon 
Concert on May 27;  Parkdale re-
ceived $350 from Jacob after the 
event.  Anthony thanked the young 
adults who helped lead worship on 
June 12 and also organized the barbe-
cue following the service.  Anthony 
also noted the special service on June 
19, Aboriginal Sunday, with An-
ishinabek Elder Denise-Anne Bois-
soneau sharing in leadership, as well 
as one of our youth and several mem-
bers of Parkdale’s Living Into Right 
Relations group, led by Elise Mennie. 

 
The summer worship preaching se-
ries will be on the Fruit of the Spirit, 
as follows:  Anthony:  July 3 – Love; 
July 10 – Joy; July 17 – Peace; Deb-
bie July 24 – Forbearance; July 31- 
Kindness; August 7 – Goodness; 
Anthony: August 14 – Faithfulness; 
August 21 – Gentleness; Melodee:  
August 28 – Self-Control.  
 
The next meeting of Council will be 
held on September 27, 2016 at 7pm 
in the Ladies Parlour.  Members of 
the congregation are welcome to at-
tend.  

Good Companions, 670 
Albert Street, Walk of 
Ages fundraiser. 
 
Thanks to Jessie Smyth 

who collected $1340 from 

friends, family, neigh-

bours and her Parkdale 

family, a total of 60 peo-

ple, of which 28 were 

from the church.  Walk of 

Ages is a fundraiser for 

the Good Companions, a 

non-profit multiservice 

Seniors’ Centre providing 

social recreation and 

health services.  Over the 

last 16 years Jessie has 

collected $17,145.90. 

This will be her last year 

of making this contribu-

tion.    
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Reprinted from the Ottawa 
Citizen, by Kelly Egan, 
August 11, 2016 
 
At midnight Thursday, 
Douglas Rutherford turned 
75 and, somewhere, 
a gavel banged and all the 
candles blew out: It was 
over. 
 
As is mandatory, Ruther-
ford retires today from On-
tario’s Superior Court of 
Justice after 25 years. 
 
Murder made up his days, 
and terrorism, spies and 
lies, everyday swindlers, 
wives dead at the hus-
band’s hand, a sibling hon-
our killing, a slain cop, 
gang rubouts, drug kills — 
so much misery he made a 
list, typed out and lying on 
a boardroom table beside 
him. 
 
“I think 25 years is 
enough. I’m ready to go.” 

He woke up one morning 
this spring and said to 
Anne, his wife of 44 
years: “I think it’s a good 
thing retirement is coming 
because I am getting to the 
point where I can say I’m 
tired of being preoccu-
pied with problems made 
by other people.” 
 
Canada is not a place 
where we know our judges 
particularly well. As a rule, 
they don’t give interviews 
and it is difficult to parse 
much about their lives 
based on bench rulings. 
 
So, in a lounge on the fifth 
floor of the Elgin Street 
courthouse, we mostly 
just kick it. I mean, what 
do you really ask a judge, 
anyway? 
 
He was born in Toronto in 
1941, the middle child of 
three, and his father spent 
almost the entire Second 

Where are they now? 
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World War overseas. “It 
took me some time, to re-
search to my satisfaction, 
how I got conceived after 
he had gone overseas in 
1939” — a story funnier 
told in a black robe. 
A church-going man, fa-
ther of two, he has lovely 
manners, which he demon-
strated by scurrying to find 
me another pen when 
my ink ran out. 
 
“I really don’t have a lot of 
hobbies,” he said, over-
modestly. He gardens, in 
fact, reads anything Gri-
sham, putters around his 
cottage in Val-des-Monts, 
and can recite lyrics from a 
Kingston Trio song to 
make a point about cow-
boys gone bad. 

 
So we winged it, like 
strangers at a snowed-in 
airport bar. 
On fishing: “I love fishing. 
Our lake has trout. I’ve 
caught two in 37 years. 
And they stock it.” 
 
On gardening: “I grew my 
own horseradish for a num-
ber of years. Have you ever 
had ground-up home-
grown horseradish root? 
My goodness, it’s power-
ful.” 
 
On ever sending an inno-
cent man to prison: 
“It certainly troubles me,” 
adding he once had a tele-
phone call from a juror 
three weeks after a murder 
conviction. “She was in 

 
Justice Douglas 
Rutherford at 
the Ottawa 
court house in 
Ottawa Thurs-
day, Aug. 11, 
2016.  
 
Tony Caldwell / 
Postmedia 
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tears. She said, ‘I think I 
made the wrong decision.’ 
” He assured her the ver-
dict did not turn on her ac-
tions alone. 
 
On overcrowded condi-
tions at the Ottawa-
Carleton Detention Centre, 
especially for those await-
ing trial: “It’s very fright-
ening. I think to send a 
person into the detention 
centre is a last remedy.” 
 
On claims that judges are 
too soft, like the victims 
upset at him for sentencing 
a sex-offending chiroprac-
tor to house arrest — not 
jail — this week: “We’d 
still be hanging people if 
public opinion carried the 
day.” 

 
On whether Howard Rich-
mond, a PTSD-suffering 
soldier, was guilty of a 
criminal act when he killed 
his wife Melissa in 2013, 
as the Rutherford-
instructed jury decid-
ed: “Well, I can’t help but 
think of Mr. Richmond 
spending the rest of his life 
in jail, unless the court of 
appeal finds we made 
some kind of error, if he 
was really as out of it as he 
claimed.” 
 
The case probably most 
closely associated with 
Rutherford is that of 
Momin Khawaja, the soft-
ware contractor who was 
the first person convicted 
in 2008 under Canada’s 

an-
ti-
ter-
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rorism law. 
 
He was sentenced to just 
over 10 years, a term that 
was increased to life on ap-
peal, an appeal that stings 
Rutherford to this 
day. His ruling was 24,000 
words long, which he 
typed out using two fin-
gers. He spoke Thursday of 
how nervous he was before 
delivering the ver-
dict before a packed court-
room. “That really rattled 
me.” 
 
On whether he made the 
right decision on Kha-
waja: “Oh, I couldn’t have 
a shadow of a doubt. He 
convicted himself with 
what he said,” said the 
judge. “It was all there in 
black and white. He was as 
guilty as could be.” 
 
Khawaja’s defence lawyer, 
Lawrence Greenspon, 
spoke of Rutherford warm-
ly. “He’s a gentleman, on 
and off the ice” who treats 
court staff, counsel and the 
accused with “great re-

spect,” and had the 
“judicial courage” to strike 
down parts of the terror 
law, Greenspon said. 
 
Rutherford is now looking 
for a new endeavour, prob-
ably outside legal circles. 
Lounging about in pyja-
mas, reading the paper and 
drinking coffee all day, has 
been declared illegal at 
home, he says — the judge 
is  finally out of order. 
 

*** 
 
We will see son Ian and his 
wife Shannon , and grand-
children Jackson (almost 5) 
and Jillian (1 and a half) 
more frequently. They live 
in Baden, just west of 
Kitchener. Ian works for a 
small, hi-tech start-up 
while Shannon teaches pi-
ano. 
 
 
Story submitted by  & final 
paragraph written by Val 
Hum 
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ELIJAH, June 17, 2016, St. Jo-
seph’s Parish Church (Sandy 
Hill) 
  
Eleven Parkdalers and friends 
enjoyed this special concert 
presented by the Ottawa Cho-
ral Society and soloists.  In 
particular, they comment: 
“Elijah was a beautiful pro-
duction sung in English, which 
made it more meaningful for 
me. The main singers were 
perfect. What I enjoyed just 
as much was being with mem-
bers of our church and getting 
to know people whom I saw 
every Sunday at church but 
had never spoken with be-
fore; a most enjoyable even-
ing.” 

“I enjoyed this concert very 
much; I was impressed with 

the church venue for the 
event, especially the acous-
tics, and deeply moved by the 
quality of the lovely rich 
sound. I enjoyed meeting oth-
er Parkdalers and made a new 
friend with one.” 

“What a great performance! I 
enjoyed it immensely. I was 
sorry, though, not to be able 
to see the youth choir as they 
were singing from the balco-
ny, behind the audience.” 

“I arrived at the concert feel-
ing quite stressed after run-
ning to and from the wrong 
venue and circling the neigh-
bourhood to find parking. I 
scrambled to an empty seat in 
the very last pew thinking, 
‘why did I come? I’m too hot 
and tired to appreciate this.’ 
Then the music started. The 
choir’s powerful harmony 
filled the church; angel voices 
lifted me up and touched my 
heart; everything else melted 
away. I totally enjoyed the 
concert.” 
Theo is humbled by thanks re-
ceived for organizing this get-
together; so watch the October 
Messenger for full details on: 
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MESSIAH, George Frederick 
Handel 
Saturday, December 17, 
or Sunday, December 18, 
2016, 7:30 pm (2.5hrs), St. 
Andrew’s Church (Kent 
Street), Thirteen Strings and 
Seventeen Voices, soloists and 
other musicians (original ver-
sion as premiered in Dublin); 
Information pending: Novem-
ber or December, Christ 
Church Cathedral (Sparks 
Street); and 

Saturday, November 
19; 3:00 pm (75 minutes); 
St. Matthew’s Church 
(Glebe) – introductory, 
family-friendly, version. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISI-
TORS, Gian Carlo Menotti 

Dates pending: Pellegrini 
Opera, Dominion-Chalmers 
Church (O’Connor Street) – 
American, children’s opera 
(see Wiki). 
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WHAT GOES IN AND WHAT 
COMES OUT 

 

Namby: Good morning, Pamby. 
 
Pamby: And a very good morning 
to you as well. 
 
Namby: Well, have you been enjoy-
ing the hot days of summer? 
 
Pamby:  Yes, but I’ve had to 
change my routine and take my 
walks either very early  in the 
morning or in the early evening. 
 
Namby:  So you have become an 
early bird? 
 
Pamby:  Now, exactly where are 
you going with this bird thing? 
 

Namby:  Anywhere that you would 
like to go or like me to go. Why are 
you asking? 
 
Pamby: Because of two unusual  
incidents which our walking group  
recently experienced early one 
morning that set me thinking. 

 
Namby: So, are you telling me that, 
as some people tell us, walking is 
good for thinking? 
 
Pamby: Maybe it is, but maybe it 
depends on what happens when you 
walk. 
 
Namby: Ok, what happened? 
 
Pamby:  Well, we were going merri-
ly along, chatting and keeping to the 
right side of  the bike and walking 
way, when a cyclist who wanted to 
pass by shouted the “f” word. 
Namby:  Really? People  use the “f” 
word so early in the morning? Were 
you deliberately blocking him or 
something? 
 
Pamby: Nobody blocks anybody on 
that walk and bike way. Really, peo-
ple are extremely polite; if they are 

running, they alert you by saying 
that they are going to be passing on 
the left; if they are riding, they ring 
the bell to let you know that they 
will be passing on the left; some 
even say good morning.  I have 
walked that way for years without 
any unpleasant incident. 
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isn’t it? Don’t we remember the 
first time when we told our kids 
that the sandbox wasn’t theirs and 
they had to share  it with  the oth-
er kids on the playground or in 
the park? 
 
Pamby:  Yes, and they screamed, 
kicked the sand all over the place 
and called us “mean”. 
 
Namby: Yes, it was all about 
them; nobody else  mattered.   
 
Pamby:  So, when that fellow 
screamed the “f” word at us, he 
was telling us something about 
himself, his feeling that only his 
wishes were important and had to 
be respected or else, the game was 
over. 
 
Namby: Yes, sounds as if we can 
tell people a lot about ourselves 
when we swear at them.  Funny, 
eh?  So, what’s the second exciting  
incident that you had to deal with  
on your recent walks? 
 
Pamby: Well, you aren’t going to 
believe it; this time it was about 
keeping the mouth shut. 
 
(To be continued) 
 
Copyright@ John Harewood  
 

 
Namby:  So why do you think that 
that fellow unleashed the “f” word 
at you? 
 
Pamby:  First, we were absolutely 
shocked. Then, we began to ask 
ourselves whether he knew the 
basic road manners which people 
practised along the way; next, we 
thought that he was having a bad 
morning, was lashing out at us to 
vent his anger or was simply a big 
bully. 
 
Namby: So, you were thinking that 
it was something that happened 
before he got on the bike and walk-
way and saw you guys, something 
that was inside of him that came 
out in the “f” word? 
 
Pamby: Yes, perhaps that’s it, or 
perhaps he’s just grumpy in the 
morning, loses it when he gets on 
the road and becomes a road hog.   
 
 Namby:  Well, many of us are 
grumpy in the morning and some 
of us have short fuses. 
 
Pamby:  Yes, but does that justify 
our lashing out or being rude ei-
ther to people we know or don’t 
know? 
 
Namby:  No, but  he obviously did-
n’t see it that way; all he saw was 
that you were in his way and he 
wanted to take you out as quickly 
as possible. Something was bugging 
him already; you, a bunch of walk-
ers, were another bug and he was-
n’t having any of  it. 
 
Pamby:  Sounds as if  he only saw 
himself and his wishes. Childish, 
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Learn to Dance 

 
For many years, people attending meetings at the church on Wednes-

day nights have seen and heard dance music coming from Memorial 

Hall.  Several have looked in and seen over 40 dancers gliding and 

whirling around the hall to familiar waltz and fox-trot music, or bopping 

to jive and tango. 

 

Several people wanted to join in but do not know all the movements. 

 

To express their appreciation for being able to use the facilities, the 

dance group Capital Carousels are sponsoring a series of Learn to 

Dance sessions.  Very experienced teachers, Susan and Doug Con-

nors have been engaged to demonstrate and teach basic round danc-

ing to those who have never danced or are interested in learning to 

waltz, jive, fox trot, cha-cha etc.  For those who have danced for years, 

this will be the opportunity to learn new movements that you can incor-

porate in your social dancing. 

 

While dancing is normally done by couples, it is not necessary to have 

a partner.  Come and learn to dance with another interested beginner. 

 

Dancing will be Thursday afternoons from 1:00 – 2:00 PM in Memorial 

Hall starting September 8
th
.  There will be a nominal cost of $5.00 per 

person for each day to pay toward rental of the hall. 

 

For more information, call the Church, or Peter Graham (613)739-8941 

 

See you there! 
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RECIPE 

Anniversary Curry Chicken  
 

This is the recipe that I made for our first dinner party at least 
forty years ago and we still love it. — Nancy Hobin. 

 
Not exactly a low calorie meal. 

 
4 onions 
2 tbsp butter  
3 lbs boneless, skinless chicken breasts 
2 bay leaves 
1 clove garlic  
1 tsp thyme 
2-3 tbsp curry powder  
4 cups chicken broth  
2 tbsp tomato sauce  
2 tbsp grated coconut  
1 green apple  
1 /2 – 3 /4 cup cream  
Salt 

 
 

 4 onions in 2 tbsp. of butter until lightly browned.  Add 3lbs of 
boneless, skinless chicken breasts cut in halves. 

 To the pan add 1tbsp. salt, 2 bay leaves crushed, 1 clove garlic 
crushed, 1 tsp. thyme and 2-3 tbsps. curry powder.  

 Mix well in pan and then add 4 cups of chicken broth and 2 tbsps. 
of tomato sauce. 

 Bring to a boil and then simmer for about 40 min. 
 Remove chicken and place in a serving dish.  
 To the sauce in the pan add 2 tbsps. grated coconut and 1 green 

apple cut into small pieces.  
 Thicken with 1/2 to 3/4 cup cream, salt and pour over chicken. 
 

Serves 8.  
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Parkdale Book Cluv 

SEPT 25th The Y ear of L iving Danishly by Helen Russell.  
Uncovering the secrets of the world's happiest country. When the 
author moved to rural Denmark (her husband took a job with 
Lego)  she embarked on a mission to find out just what makes it 
such a happy place. Each month she tackled a different aspect of 
the culture to research. Seamlessly weaving interviews, research 
and personal experiences for a funny and insightful book, Russell 
shows how living Danishly can be possible for the rest of us. 
There are 12 copies at the library plus ebooks.    Marilyn 
 
OCT 13th The Illegal by Lawrence Hill, which just won Can-
ada Reads.  I just finished it and thoroughly enjoyed it – it moved 
right along and my attention never wandered-Mary.  And also 
Julianne wrote- I loved it. It’s a great read- though not as good as 
his The Book of Negroes. 
 
NOV 20th W ithout Reservations: The Travels of an Inde-
pendent Woman, by Alice Steinbach.  To travel alone to a foreign 
country is to undertake a journey of self discovery.  Alice Stein-
bach is a companion I would like to travel with. Her writing style 
offers just enough information to feel as though one is there with 
her. Alice's interests are not of the tourist type, but of those quiet, 
introspective spaces in which past lives were lived, whose long 
ago imprint remains tangible. 6 copies at OPL.  Bonnie 
 
 
 
 
 

All Welcome! 
Meet in the Ladies Parlor after church on book club days. 

Bring a lunch. 
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Upcoming book club books ….. 
 
The Children Act by Ian McEwan . The story involves a British High 
Family Court judge, known for her fierce intelligence, exactitude and 
sensitivity. For religious reasons, Adam, a gentle 17 year old boy, is 
refusing medical treatment that could save his life, and his devout par-
ents agree. In the course of reaching a decision, the judge visits Adam in 
the hospital — an encounter that stirs long-buried feelings in her and 
powerful emotions in the boy. Her judgment has momentous conse-
quences for them both. 
I loved this book. Barbara 
 
My Name is Lucy Barton by Elizabeth Strout.  Pulitzer prize winning 
author Strout shows how a simple hospital visit triggers the powerful 
story of Lucy and her mother.   Julianne 
 
The Nine lives of Charlotte Taylor by Sally Armstrong.  Haven't read it 
yet, but it looks good. The novel is based on handed-down pieces of 
family folklore and government documents. Using a blend of fact and 
fiction, Charlotte Taylor’s great-great-great granddaughter, Sally Arm-
strong, reclaims the life of a dauntless and unusual woman.  Elise    
 
The Heroes Walk by Anita Rau Badami.  Came second on Canada 
Reads this year. 12 copies in the library, published in 2001.  
I've loved this book for a long time.  Marlene 
 
 
The Givenness of Things by Marilynne  Robinson.  A sense of wonder 
pervades these powerful essays by the author of such beloved novels as 
Gilead and Lila.   
 
 

 
 
If you have any questions, please email either Marlene MacLean 
(marlenemaclean@gmail.com) or Heather Brophy 
(h.brophy@sympatico.ca).  
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New Property Custodian 
 
Following a recruitment and selection process, Norman Reid 
has been chosen as Parkdale’s new Property Custodian, to suc-
ceed Khan Chao who will be retiring later this year.  
 
Norman officially assumes his new duties on Sunday, Septem-
ber 11, and for an initial period will be working in cooperation 
and consultation with Khan. 
 
Since immigrating to Canada from his native Jamaica in Febru-
ary 1991, Norman has been employed with a number of local 
companies engaged in janitorial and building maintenance ser-
vices in the National Capital area. He also has five years of ex-
perience in the food industry as a restaurant cook. 
 
Norman has a daughter  Shandice (7) and son Tyreeke (9), who 
live at home in Ottawa with him and his wife Sheryl Jones-
Reid. He also has two children Tryreese Reid (13) and Sherise 
Reid (18), with his first wife 
Evva, who is deceased. 
  
Norman says he is looking for-
ward to the challenge of a new 
job and taking on new responsi-
bilities, and getting to know 
members of the Parkdale family. 
“I have heard many good things 
about this church, and how wel-
coming the members are,” he 
says. 
 
Welcome Norman! 
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PARKDALE’S FALL RUMMAGE SALE  
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2016 
9AM to 12 NOON 

 
HELPERS WOULD BE APPRECIATED 

 

We are looking for:  good clean used cloth-

ing, kitchenware and household items, books, 

LPs, CDs, toys and games, sports equipment.  

No TVs or computer equipment please. 

 

Mark items clearly “Rummage Sale” and leave 

them at the door to the Memorial Hall. 

Please drop items off by Thursday, September 

22, 2016.   

 
If you can help with setting up, selling or cleaning up afterwards, 

please contact Valerie Hum at 613-728-8830 or by e-mail at    
valerie.hum@rogers.com 

 
If you need help getting items to the church, please contact Don 

in the office at church at 613-728-8656.  
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

 

mailto:valerie.hum@rogers.com
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 We enjoy meeting you and being together in ministry. Parkdale’s 
congregation responds to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings by: 

 

Uniting in joyful worship as an 

act of praise and gratitude, for in-

spiration and guidance 

 
 

Providing learning opportunities 

for the Christian way of life and 
to enhance  

Biblical literacy 

 

Supporting each other through  

pastoral care and concern 

 
Reaching out to people in need 

Promoting justice 

 

Praying for guidance,  

wisdom, and support. 

Visitors and newcomers to Parkdale:  
 
Please be on the look-out for our hospitality team who wear 
pale yellow nametags and would be happy to meet you and an-
swer your questions. Ask for the ‘Welcome to Parkdale’ edition 
of the Messenger, which has a striking goldenrod cover.  


