184

December 2019

Parkdale United Church
429 Parkdale Ave.
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 1H3
Telephone: (613) 728-8656
Fax: (613) 728-9686
E-mail: pdale@trytel.com
Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey: abailey@trytel.com
Rev. Alcris Limongi: alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
Website: www.parkdaleunitedchurch.ca

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor this issue: Danica Rogers
Proofreader: Jaylyn Wong

Where to find it...

Contributors: Anthony Bailey,
Kathryn Meerburg, Susan Mailer,
Carolynn Halkett, Alcris Limongi,
Camille Beaufort,John Harewood,
Ruth Whitney, Elaine WestPhotos
from Hepsy Griffith

Minister’s Message .......................... 3
Lectionary......................................... 8
Birthdays .......................................... 9
Announcements............................. 10

Many thanks and keep those
contributions coming!!

Special Congregational Meeting..... 12

We are always looking for new
ideas, volunteers and submissions. We reserve the right to edit,
condense or reject submissions,
but will try to find space for all.

Children’s Sunday........................... 18

Write for Rights .............................. 20
Faith Formation for All.................... 24
Namby Pamby ............................... 30
In From the Cold............................ 33

Next issue: January 2020
Editor next issue:
Elise Mennie

Special Communion Service .......... 34

Send submissions to:

messenger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca

or the church office by Dec 15th

IMPORTANT: When submitting photos to the Messenger, please ensure you
have asked permission of the individuals if their faces are clearly recognizable.
They should know that an electronic PDF version of the Messenger is posted to
the Parkdale website.

2

See: http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions

FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK

Advent and Christmas
Themes
In late November and early
December, my wife Wendy
was in South Africa for work
meetings. Before she left we
were reminded of the wonderful trip we took with a group
of Parkdalers and others to
South Africa 5 years ago. I
was also reminded that December 5 this year, is the 6
anniversary of the death of
Nelson “Madiba” Mandela.
Permit me to share again
some of the reflections of that
trip expressed through Advent
and Christmas themes.

father to name the babies in
the family, so he chose her
name. She would be called
Zaziwe, which means Hope.
She would be named not only
for his own sense of hope, but
for a hopeful future for his
people.
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The traditional Advent and
Christmas themes of Hope,
Peace, Joy, Love….awe, repentance, wonder, vulnerability, song seemed to resonate on the trip.

There was also a deep sense
of awe kindled in us as we
traveled around being blessed
by the beauty of the country,
the big game animals, the
flowering bushes and plants
and the spectacular vistas. As
well, that awe and wonder
arose from meeting some
wonderful, hospitable and
dedicated people like Cynthia.
An older woman who could
not stand to see so many children in the Kayalethu Township near Knysna go without
schooling, she opened up her

In his autobiography Mandela
tells of his joy when, during
those years of oppressive imprisonment on Robben Island,
he was introduced to his new
baby granddaughter in a rare
prison visit. In her face he
saw the future of his people. It
was customary for the grand-
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modest home. First the living
room, then her bedroom for
the cribs, then the other room,
until she received some funding to build a modest classroom. She did not want to turn
any children away and so was
looking to use the remaining
land around her house to build
another classroom.

in his own life. He changed his
ways. At one point in the
struggle against apartheid, he
set up the African National
Congress' armed wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe (Spear of
the Nation), in 1961 when he
lost hope that passive and nonviolent resistance to the violence of the apartheid government would bear fruit. He
wrote: “A freedom fighter
learns the hard way that it is
the oppressor who defines the
nature of the struggle, and the
oppressed is often left no recourse but to use methods that
mirror those of the oppressor.
At a certain point, one can only fight fire with fire."

The joy of the children was
contagious as they sang,
danced and recited school
lessons for these visitors from
Canada. That joy was found in
others that we met in Soweto,
Cape Town, Kruger Game
Reserve and those working in
the Khayelitsha township with
children, as a defiant testimony in the face of the hardships
with which so many in the
country must contend.

However, during his time of
imprisonment he changed his
mind and his ways. He
acknowledged this: “I have
walked that long road to freedom. I have tried not to falter;
I have made missteps along
the way.” Further, he pleaded: “Do not judge me by my
successes, judge me by how
many times I fell down and got
back up again.” Some say it
was for pragmatic reasons
that he changed; perhaps that
was a part of it. However
there was more to it. When he
emerged from prison and

But Advent also speaks of
repentance. True repentance
has to do with changing one’s
ways, not only one’s mind;
that is, the ongoing changing
of one’s ways to match the
ways of God. In one of the
Advent gospel lessons, John
the Baptizer calls on the people to produce fruit; this
points to a concrete way of
producing fruit in keeping
with repentance (Matt. 3:8).
Nelson Mandela modeled this

4

shocked the nation of South
Africa and the world by calling for forgiveness and reconciliation and peace, this was
more than tactics. A CNN reporter asked Mandela what
led him to make such a radical
call after how he had been
treated for twenty-seven years
in prison. He told the reporter
that when he was young he
attended a Methodist mission
school and that he attended
chapel services. He remembered the words of Jesus who
said to love and forgive your
enemies. This is what he said
inspired him. He would say
later on of his release from
prison and ascendency to the
presidency, “Without the
church, without religious institutions, I would never have
been here today.”

building needed to be ongoing,
practical and bold and not
merely lip service. He lived by
the words, "If you want to
make peace with your enemy,
you have to work with your
enemy. Then he becomes your
partner."
The Scriptures imagine a comprehensive ‘Peace’ - shalom,
one that is pregnant with justice and joy and right relationships – such as our Aboriginal
brothers and sisters here in
Canada are calling for. And
so, for South Africa, Canada
and the world…we pray, long
for and act to engender this
peace. This requires a certain
personal and communal vulnerability: the making of space
for others in our economy, our
politics and our laws, policies
and processes. Most significantly it means opening up
ourselves to God and others in
love.

Along with Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Rev. Alan
Boesak, Mandela was at the
forefront of trying to build
peace and reconciliation in
South Africa in the midst of
violence, oppression, racism,
despair and poverty. Advent
speaks of Peace and points to
the Prince of Peace as the
source, inspiration and ultimate bringer of Peace. Mandela knew efforts in peace

Christian contemplative Richard Rohr writes: Jesus is a
teacher of vulnerability, more
than anything else”. Pope
Benedict recently said: “Jesus
is inviting us to come out of
ourselves, to forsake our human certainties [and] make
ourselves a gift of unbounded
love.”
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Advent speaks of love and
points us toward the source
of love, the greatest of all
gifts. As the poem written by
Christina Rosetti and set to
music declares:

we discover the sheer joy of
living as Advent and Christmas people all year round. For
the angels have proclaimed:
“Do not be afraid, I
bring you good news
that will cause great
joy for all people.” Luke 2:10

Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, love divine;
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and angels gave the sign
Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, love divine;
Worship we our Jesus:

Amen!

Love shall be yours and love
be mine,
Love to God and to all men,
{people}

Anthony

Blessed Advent and Christmas
to you all

Mandela said so eloquently,
“No one is born hating another person because of the
colour of his skin, or his
background, or his religion.
People must learn to hate,
and if they can learn to hate,
they can be taught to love,
for love comes more naturally to the human heart
than its opposite.”
May the Love, Hope, Joy and
Peace of the Christ who rescues us indeed come to every
heart, every community, every
country, every war, every conflict, every wound. And may
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A CHRISTMWAS WISH
Do you remember that
person or couple that
used to sit in front to you
on Sundays or the ones
who used to be
always serving
in the Bazaar…
or the Rummage
Sale.. or in the
Choir… ?

than happy to get you the
information!
Christmas Cards will also
be available throughout
this month for you in Memorial Hall so you can
write them and we will
send them by mail or deliver them for you.

This Christmas season we
encourage our Parkdale
family to reach out and
make a phone call to people who you notice they
are not coming anymore.
Many of them are in Senior Residences, Nursing
Homes or at home… If
you do not have their
contact information,
please approach one of
the members of the Pastoral Care Team or call
the office, or send me an
email. We will be more

So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At the right time
we will harvest a good
crop if we don’t give up or
quit. Right now, therefore,
every time we get the
chance, let us work for the
benefit of all, starting with
the people closest to us in
the community of faith.
(Galatians 6:10)
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LECTIONARY FOR

DECEMBER

First Sunday of Advent - December 1, 2019
- Isaiah 2:1-5
- Psalm 122
- Romans 13:11-14
- Matthew 24:36-44
Second Sunday of Advent - December 8, 2019
- Isaiah 11:1-10
- Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
- Romans 15:4-13
- Matthew 3:1-12
Third Sunday of Advent - December 15, 2019
- Isaiah 35:1-10
- Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55
- James 5:7-10
- Matthew 11:2-11
Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 22, 2019
- Isaiah 7:10-16
- Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
- Romans 1:1-7
- Matthew 1:18-25
Nativity of the Lord - Proper I / II / III - December 24, 2019
- Isaiah 9:2-7
/ Isaiah 62:6-12
/ Isaiah 52:7-10
- Psalm 96
/ Psalm 97
/ Psalm 98
- Titus 2:11-14
/ Titus 3:4-7
/ Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12)
- Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) / Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20 / John 1:1-14
First Sunday after Christmas Day - December 29, 2019
- Isaiah 63:7-9
- Psalm 148
- Hebrews 2:10-18
- Matthew 2:13-23
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Birthdays in December
IN FROM THE
COLD MINISTRY

Our warmest greetings to:

1st
3rd
6th
7th
7th
9th
9th
10th
11th
13th
14th
14th
15th
16th
17th
19th
20th
20th
20th
23rd
25th
27th
31st
31st
31st

UPDATE

Josee Mela
Ryan Goetz
Donovan Sealy
Noralyn Smith
Rohan Bosch
David Smith
Andrea Harris
Joanna Hamley
Clara Lu
Nicole Greaves
Rosemary Andrews
Emily Bailey
Don McPherson
Vivian Drew
Danica Rogers
Alex Ngwafusi
John Bailey
Noah Woeller
Ainsley Parent
Marq Nelson
Larissa Sealey
Derek Fortune
Trinity McQuinn
Doretta Charles
Jeremy McLay

If you would like your birthday to be
a secret and your name taken off the
list, or if your name was not included and you would like it to be added,
please let the office know.

The initial event of IFTC for the
2019 / 20 season, on Saturday, November 9th, was a great success. The theme for the day was
Remembrance, the musical entertainment was popular, and fellowship was enjoyed by our 93
guests. Many of the guests praised
the quality of the meal prepared by
our dedicated chefs, Ian and David,
and their capable kitchen staff. The
meal was served by a small group of
students from Carleton University
supplemented by two other small
groups and a few individuals who
came forward on short notice to fill
in (many thanks). None of this
would be possible without the 50
plus generous volunteers who work
at the many tasks involved in producing IFTC each week. In addition
to the people who work at the
event, several work during the week
doing laundry, procurement, delivery, volunteer scheduling, etc. We
are further supported by a number
of businesses and organizations,
donating food, supplies, and funds.
Of course, IFTC benefits greatly from
the continued material and spiritual
support of the congregation which is
greatly appreciated.
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Congratulations to new grandparents, Nancy
and Barry Hobin. Granddaugter Anneli Jane
Hobin, 8 lbs. 11 oz., was born on October
18, 2019. Best wishes to all!
REMEMBERING
Please remember the families of

Dr. Jack Kilgour
Sybil Hope

Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey and Alexandra's Family. Alexandra’s daughter and granddaughter, Adelene and Maria
Short, sang the Hebrew song “Eli, Eli” (My God, my God) by
David Zahavi (lyrics by Hanna Senesh, English translation
by Maria Short)
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THE BEST BIRTHDAY PRESENT

Kira was turning 11 years old in November, and she wanted to do something special. And, so her Mom contacted Parkdale and asked what
the In From the Cold (IFTC) program could use. And then, she asked her
friends and family to give that to her for her birthday instead of a present
for herself. And look at the amazing contributions she received. Large
cans of coffee, hot chocolate, juice, canned vegetables and sauce.
For Kira, this is nothing new, as she has been collecting donations on her
birthday for the past several years: last year for the Ottawa Humane Society and previously for the Food for Others food bank in Fairfax, Virginia.
I think that Parkdale … and the world … is a much better place because
of Kira.
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Special Congregational Meeting
November 3, 2019
Summary submitted by Elise
Mennie

tion; our strategic location in a
neighborhood changing to mixed
use (on our block: a new retirement home, condos and rental
housing); owning our building and
land with no debt – 53,000 sq ft of
land. With these assets, we engage in internal ministries
(Worship, Sunday school, Pastoral) and external ministries (IFTC,
Queensway Pre-school); we
could engage in potential ministries such as housing for the vulnerable, after-school programs,
health promotion, partnerships
with organisations like Cornerstone housing, etc. An analysis of
our current use of our 43,000
sq.ft facility shows that we could
use half the space for our current
activities if the space were better
organised. The working group
had brainstormed various types
of possible projects and collaborations: intergenerational
(daycare and senior programming) collaborations with neighbouring organisations (Knights of
Columbus, Salvation Army Transition House or Abbeyfield Senior
Housing; shared right of way with
Canada Post, etc. They held 3
tiers of consultations: with the
congregation, with block neighbours and with the broader community (City of Ottawa, Heritage).
Barry concluded by saying that
they were doing this work for
Parkdale not out of desperation
but because they feel that God is
calling us to do it.

Garth McLeod, Chair of Council,
opened the meeting at 11:45 a.m.
He said the purpose of the meeting was to consider and vote on a
recommendation of the Property
Development Working Group
(PDWG). According to new rules
of the United Church of Canada,
anyone attending the meeting
had the right to vote, not only
members. Anthony offered a
prayer asking God to give discernment to the congregation.
Background to the recommendation
Barry Hobin then gave a presentation on the PDWG’s work of the
last two years. He showed examples of churches in transition in
our region, such as Southminster
United, which is building condos;
and the Salvation Army Church,
which is partnering with Bethany
Hope Centre to create a community social service centre. He
listed the challenges with Parkdale’s facility: arriving and leaving
experiences (problems with parking and drop-off); front door experience (too many doors); circulation and universal access (8 different levels); inefficient use of
space; building image (historic
“fortress” notion of church); aging
infrastructure and related costs.
Parkdale’s great assets are: our
diverse and engaged congrega-
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“develop a project plan” was too
vague and that the mandate
should provide more details on
various options with cost-benefits
analysis. Also expressed were
fears that the working group’s
leaning towards demolition and
redevelopment meant that it
would spend the next 2 years
looking into how this would be
done and not consider other options. Several working group
members responded that NO
specific decisions had been made
so far, that existing buildings can
be re-invented with only some
parts demolished; and that their
next steps would be to explore
and consult on 3 basic options: a)
maintaining the status quo with
some minor changes; b) major
renovation with some demolition
of some parts of the building; and
c) complete demolition and redevelopment.

Moving the recommendation
Kathleen Stephenson spoke of
Parkdale’s past history of bold,
major redevelopments: uniting
two original churches in 1935 and
adding major additions (Memorial
Hall) in the 1950’s. She spoke of
the iterative process of the working group as they prayed, talked
and considered input from church
members, neighbours and potential partners. Each working group
member wrote their own vision
for the future then shared it; from
this came their recommendation.
They learned a lot about the
building’s problems from the independent building condition assessment, which surprised some
but not the trustees who already
knew the building’s issues. New
members added to the working
group are Hugh Nelson and David Mason. The next steps would
be looking into heritage, zoning
and environmental issues. Kathleen concluded by saying that at
Parkdale we are strong, we have
$1.5 million in investments and
we can do more. Then she
moved the PDWG’s recommendation to continue a second mandate of the working group, which
was seconded by Helen Hayes.
(The full text of the proposed
mandate had been published in
the November 2019 Messenger
and emailed to members before
the meeting and is included in the
Appendix at the end of this summary).

An amendment to the motion was
then proposed “that at the end
of the consultation period, the
congregation would be presented with different options
including cost-benefit analysis
and other details that will allow
the congregation to make an
informed decision.” This wording was accepted as a friendly
amendment by the mover and
seconder of the motion and incorporated into the original recommendation.
Another concern was then raised
about the recommendation to
provide a budget of $100K each
year for contracting professionals,

Discussion: There were concerns expressed by members of
the congregation that the term
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feasibility studies, etc. It was felt
to be like giving a blank check to
consultants when we don’t yet
know what we are planning.
There was also the worry that a
big part of the Capital budget is
generated through the building
(rentals, rummage sales, Bazaar)
and that income could be lost if
we engage in redevelopment. A
second amendment was moved,
“that the Working Group be
provided with a budget of up to
$30K per year” (instead of the
$100K that had been proposed).

mendation. Voting was done by
secret, printed ballot. While the
ballots were being counted by
scrutineers, most people attending left the meeting room and the
meeting was adjourned.
The motion was CARRIED, with
results as follows: 122 ballots
cast, 116 in favour, 6 against.
Voters were asked on their ballot
to identify their category of membership. Of the 116 people who
voted in favour of the motion, 89
were members, 26 were adherents and 1 was a visitor. Of the 6
people who voted against, 4 were
members and 2 were adherents.

In the discussion that followed,
the chair of the Finance Committee said the $100K budget would
be coming out of the Memorial
Fund and would be included in
the 2020 and 2021 budgets to be
voted on each February. This
amount is not expected to be
spent in its entirety and would
allow flexibility so the Working
Group does not have to come
back to a special congregational
meeting every 6 months for another $20K or $30K. Support was
expressed for keeping the original $100K amount, so that the
Working Group has the tools required to give the congregation
the information and analysis it
needs. There was also a request
that the Working Group include
younger people under age 40.

APPENDIX
Complete text of the Property
Development Working Group
recommendation adopted at
the Special Congregational
Meeting of November 3 , 2019
rd

RECOMMENDATION
We acknowledge that there is
much work to be done. In order to
continue this work, your Property
Development Working Group
needs a new mandate from
Council and the congregation that
will allow us to pursue more indepth discussion of how we can
better live out Parkdale’s mission
with potential partners, the City,
and others. Council provided its
approval of this mandate by an email vote further to its meeting of
September 17, 2019.

The vote on the second amendment was taken by show of
hands and it was NOT carried.
The vote was then taken on the
motion to approve the recom-
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We recommend the following:
•

•

That Council and the congregation give approval to a second mandate for Parkdale’s
recommissioned Property
Development Working Group
so that additional consultation and investigation of costs
and implications can be undertaken. The work will include development of a project plan in consultation with
the City of Ottawa, CAHDCO,
and others, and identification
of potential future partners.
These could include Abbeyfield House, the
Queensway Daycare, Parkdale Food Centre, Christian
Horizons, CAHDCO, and others. The work we envision
will also include exploration
of possible funding sources,
e.g. mortgages, loans, fundraising, grants and contributions from municipal, provincial and federal sources. At
the end of the consultation
period, the congregation will
be presented with different
options including cost-benefit
analysis and other details
that will allow the congregation to make an informed decision.
That the second mandate
extend the work of the Property Development Working
Group from November 3,
2019 until November 3, 2021.
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•

That the Working Group be
provided with a budget of up
to $100K per year to contract
with experts for necessary
project plans and research
into environmental assessment, zoning changes, etc.

•

That the following Working
Group members be approved, and that others can
be added as required: Rev.
Dr. Anthony Bailey, Camille
Beaufort, Helen Hayes, Barry
Hobin, David Mason, Hugh
Nelson, Kathleen Stephenson, Alexandra Stockwell
(Secretary), Dennis Van
Staalduinen, youth representative(s) (TBD)

•

That ongoing maintenance
and necessary repair of the
building continue during the
period of the extended mandate so that health and safety
standards can be met to the
extent possible.

A Few Words about our next
Good Grief Group

tian community the strength that
comes when we can name and
talk about our reality, the consolation that brings being heard
empathetically and understood
by others going through a similar
stage in their lives.

Loss and change are inevitable in
human life. Losing someone we
love, and/or going through a significant change in our lives are
especially difficult when we enter
the holy days season. For example, it makes it particularly difficult for some of us to connect to
what is around; for many the
sense of isolation grows, the
questions about God and life get
louder, or even the wild emotions and unexpected moods
seem to take over our minds and
days. For others, this is a time
when they need to reflect and
quietly acknowledge the loss, or
changes and find ways to go
through their feelings and adjust
to their new reality. Perhaps our
loss is not recent, or we are even
going through an anticipatory
grieving process. It is valid too.

It is a space to explore together
the season of grief in our lives.
Knowing that we all grieve differently and that each loss is
unique, we gather in community
to share our stories of pain and
hope, understand the process of
mourning, find hope and
strength in the word of God, pray
together, name and identify what
we need for the approaching season.
There will be four sessions, and
we will close with the Reflective
Service on Wednesday December
18 in the Chapel. You are more
than welcome to attend, if you
want to talk about this or have
any questions please feel free to
contact Rev. Alcris at
alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
or call the office ext. 224.
th

Someone said: “Grief is not a sign
of weakness.. nor a lack of faith.
It is the price of love!”
Our group is not intended to be a
space to “fix” your feelings, or to
teach what you should do to
overcome your grief. No, it is
more a space where we can experience in the warmth of Chris-

We believe that in life, in death,
in life beyond death we are not
alone. Thanks be to God!
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CHRISTMAS COOKIES PLATES
Every year the Pastoral Care Team takes the last
week of November meeting to prepare delicious
and festive Christmas Cookie Plates to be delivered to our elder saints, shut inns and others special ones… Every member of the team brings 40 cookies, and we prepare 40
plates. We place them on the table and the most fun ensemble
line starts doing “its magic – in the Christian sense of the word”.
There is a wrappings station and plates ready for delivery are
counted and taken by each of the ladies to be delivered… You
have no idea of the expectation and joy that this late-in-the-year
visit brings to our friends who receive them.
(They know that by this time their cookies
are coming). This is another expression of
the Christian love and friendship on behalf of
the whole congregation to the ones who
cannot attend anymore due to health or mobility issues. Here are some pictures so you
can get the idea of what I am talking
about….

17

Halle, halle, halle, with Felix and Tristan Dos Santos, and the Children, (Nov 17)
Children's Song: "The Good Shepherd" Led by Dalesong and the Sunday
School Kids
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A Christmas Eve Miracle
By Ruth Whitney
The shepherds were lazing,
The sheep peacefully grazing.
All was still in the fading light
As they all settled in for the coming night.
Suddenly music was heard from afar,
As in the dusk appeared a bright star.
The shepherds were instantly on the alert,
At a hint of trouble, prepared to avert.
But the sheep remained calm and serene
For they sensed no danger in this scene.
The music got closer, and bye and bye
A host of angels appeared in the sky.
They sang of the birth of a baby boy
In a stable in Bethlehem, nearby.
"Let's go and witness this awesome event"
So they picked out a lamb and away they went.
The journey was short this bright starlit night;
In the stable they found, to their great delight,
A family consisting of father, newborn and mom,
And they knew without doubt, their messiah had come.
They presented the lamb to the chosen one
As they knelt and thanked God for sending his son.
Jesus arrived on this first Christmas day
To show to the world God's wonderful way.
19

Grassy Narrows youth demand justice
Submitted by Elise Mennie
But for over 50
years, mercury has
contaminated the
fish, making them
dangerous to eat.
This has robbed the
Grassy Narrows
people of their
health and eroded
their culture and
traditions. The government has done
very little to improve what is
currently the country’s worst
health crisis. In 2017, the government promised to deal with
the crisis “once and for all.”
This requires cleaning up the
river, providing specialized
health care and compensating
the community. The youth of
Grassy Narrows won’t give up
their fight until the government keeps its promises. Canada must help restore what
mercury has taken from the
people of Grassy Narrows.
Demand a healthy future for
Grassy Narrows youth.

Jianne Turtle, 13, is a member
of the Indigenous Anishinaabe
community of Grassy Narrows
in Northwestern Ontario.
While the community’s youth
are fighting for a better future,
she says the government “has
been talking a lot but hasn’t
done anything.” The people of
Grassy Narrows have been
hard-hit by mercury poisoning, after the government allowed a pulp mill to dump 10
tons of waste into a river in the
1960s. The damaging effects
are still seen today. Rodney
Bruce, aged 25, says, “I’ve
always been taught that if you
do something wrong, you have
to fix it.” Fishing is an essential part of their way of life.

Come to the Amnesty International’s “Write for Rights”
event at Parkdale
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Parkdale’s “Write for Rights” event
December 15th, 12:30 to 3:30 in the Ladies Parlour
Come and write letters of solidarity on behalf of the courageous youth defenders of human rights chosen this year by Amnesty International. Support youth
in Grassy Narrows First Nation, in Northwestern Ontario, who are fighting for
their water supply and medical assistance after 50 years of mercury poisoning.
Support youth in 9 other countries, who are
calling for women’s rights or climate justice,
fighting against homelessness or police brutality, or are imprisoned and facing persecution. Drop in and we’ll provide descriptions
of cases, letter-writing tips and supplies, and
refreshments.
All ages are welcome and children’s materials will be available. Please note that children attending Parkdale’s Sunday school in
the morning of December 15th will already
have had an opportunity to write or draw
messages of support for Write for Rights.
After the service and before dropping by,
why not visit the Youth Coffee Shop for
some nourishment? Their proceeds will be
donated to Write for Rights to provide postage for the letters we send.
Submitted by Elise Mennie

N'we Jinan Artists - "HOME TO
ME" // Grassy Narrows First Nation
WATCH THEIR VIDEO ON YOUTUBE
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Guy Edrington, (Rt.), Director, Ottawa Horn Club, and
Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey,
(Lt.), Parkdale United
Church, Nov. 10, 2019

Ottawa Horn Club, Conductor David Jensen
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The North Wind Doth Blow
by Anonymous
The north wind doth blow,
And we shall have snow,
And what will poor Robin do then,
Poor thing? ...
Submitted by Elaine West

Hepsy Griffith
Helping at the Yuletide Bazaar

IMAGES & STORIES: November closed off
the 2019 sessions of Images & Stories with a fascinating presentation on "Algonquin Park" by
John & Elaine Butcher. We will take a rest in the
busy month of December and return with three
dynamic presentations in January, February &
March 2020. You will not want to miss Images &
Stories Friday, January 31st' South Africa; February's Switzerland and in March "PeterTilley
Speaks". Thank you all for your continued support of this program and we wish you a Blessed
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
(Committee Members: Faye Beaufort, Marilyn Hahn, Carolynn Halkett,
Lorraine Hanna, Helen Hayes, Daunett Tucker).
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FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN,
YOUTH, YOUNG ADULTS and IGNITE!
MISSION TRIP TO BETHANY
HOPE AND THE HAVEN

we headed out, had our tours
and returned to Parkdale for a
debrief. Here are a few questions and some responses:

After service on November 24
and for many, after confirmation class, several youth grades
6-11 participated in a “mission
trip” to Ottawa’s Bethany Hope
Centre and The Haven Multifaith Housing initiative in
Barrhaven. Having discussed
ways in which they thought
they might help in concrete
ways with organizations like
the Mission, and redevelopment
visions and ideas, this outing
was a next step and the youth
were not entirely sure what
they were getting themselves
into.

What did I learn that will
change the way I live and
represent Jesus in my home,
community and church? I
should count my blessings; that
there are many less fortunate;
prefer to visit one on one; I’d
like to learn more about the
people who use the services and
hear more about their stories;
Be more thankful: be self conscious and deliberate when I
make decisions; think twice before I throw things away or
out.

After a brief explanation of the
mission and projects of both
Bethany Hope and The Haven,

What do you think would
happen if Bethany Hope and
the Haven didn’t exist? More
homeless people, more people
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on the street, could be an increased rate of suicide, more
hatred and anger. One youth
mentioned how they really
liked how someone’s income did
not affect the type of housing
they received at The Haven.

and not be judgemental when
they share what they are going
through.
THANK YOU to Marley &
Rhonda for chaperoning, and to
Rhonda and Barry Hobin for
driving. We are most grateful
to Barry Hobin who helped put
the logistics of the trip together,
and guided us on our tour of the
Haven. He who was also able
to provide invaluable insight on
both initiatives, and point out
ways in which we could bring
back the suggestions and ideas
to Parkdale.

How could we, the youth at
Parkdale serve those in the
organizations we visited, or
our community? Collect financial donations; care packages; food & clothing drive; activity day inviting clients and residents to Parkdale; help with
garden (planting and harvesting); share their talents with
those in need (music, sports);
be someone they could talk to.
Activity Night Invitation:
when probing this idea, the
youth suggested that they
would invite youth and children in need to a fun day where
they would organize sports,
cards, games, movies, crafts/
art time, hide and seek.
A couple youth suggested that
we offer homework help or career counselling.

FAITH FORMATION FOR
CHILDREN, YOUTH,
YOUNG ADULTS and IGNITE!
For information please contact Camille Beaufort
(ce@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca)

Mentoring at Parkdale: One
in-depth conversation came up
about mentoring and supporting the youth at Parkdale. They would like adults
from Parkdale as mentors.
Adults willing to listen, share
their life experiences with them

Sunday school
Welcome! Our weekly classes
take place after the children’s
story. Please remember to sign
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your children in and fill in a
registration form, if you have
not done so already. Where we
meet:

December 8
• Christmas Pageant – 10am
arrival for children and youth
• Confirmation classes

Nursery (newborns through
age 4): lower hall nursery
Godly Play class (JK-Grade 1)
– meets in the lower hall “Blue
Room”
Grades 2-5: lower hall Orange
Room
Grades 6-8: upstairs parlour
Grades 9-12: coffee shop

December 15
• Coffee Shop
• Write for Rights (during Sunday school)
• Building Community Through
Play (ages 4+, junior and senior
youth)
December 22: Children’s
Christmas Party - Bring a
Friend Day
What to bring: small tray of
goodies (nut-free) to share

REGISTRATION FORM: If you
have not yet filled out this
year’s registration form, please
take a moment to do so through
this link:
HTTPS://FORMS.GLE/
R3KFNTURY9WUDN1S8

June 26-28, 2020 - Gracefield
CONGREGATIONAL Camping
Weekend
July 20-24, 2020 - Parkdale
Camp Awesome (tentative date)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 1
• Pageant preparation
• Advent Luncheon: Carol Sing
& Advent
craft

ALL THE DETAILS
CHILDREN’S OFFERING

: As the
children gather for their story,
there will be an opportunity to
place an offering or offertory
envelope in a special collection
box.
ADVENT LUNCHEON, ADVENT
CRAFT AND CAROL SINGING
Sunday, December 1
What to bring: ***No potluck
items needed!*** Craft sup-

December 7 – (4:00pm-6:00pm)
Pageant dress rehearsal & pizza
dinner
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plies will be available. But
bring along any favourite decorations you would like to use on
your advent candle craft (e.g.
bells, ribbon) and a hair dryer,
if you can.
IGNITE - Faith and Fellowship for Young Adults (age
25ish to 35ish)
A six-week, bi-weekly series
using the resource “A New
Playlist: Hearing Jesus in a
Noisy World”.
For more information, please
email Irene at
i.hilkes@gmail.com

GRADES 7-12! As always, we
will cook (and eat!) a great meal
together, and package the excess for the Caring Kitchens
program. Bring a friend - the
more the merrier!

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 2019
It’s a favorite every year: children and youth acting out the
Christmas story for us in worship… as worship! The Sunday
School classes have started
preparations
Volunteers needed: for setting up the stage
Please mark your calendars:
•Saturday, December 7 (46pm) – dress rehearsal
•Sunday, December 8 during service - Children’s
Christmas Pageant: (Children should plan
to arrive at 10:00am)

December 15 (after service
until 2:00pm)
Children, ages 4 and up, are
invited to stay after
church. Starting with a potluck
lunch, we will then have a variety of activities, games and of
course food!

COFFEE SHOP

December 15 - Youth grades 612 are asked to bring a goodies
(muffins, baked goods, etc.) for
the sale. They will prepare coffee, tea and put out treats to
sell after the service.
BUILDING COMMUNITY
THROUGH PLAY

Youth Room!!! After the potluck lunch, youth will be invited
to explore options for revamping the “old” youth room on the
second floor. Then youth will
share time playing board
games, have some gym time,
and/or watch a movie.
(Junior Choir members are invited to meet for lunch, attend
practice and then join in with
youth group)

COOKING WITH PAUL, ZAYA
AND ROB
December 8, 4:00-7:30pm.
CALLING ALL YOUTH
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Attention Parents!!! The
Write for Rights session will be
taking place after service. Please RSVP for kids’ club
and youth group. We would like
to know how many helpers will
be needed.

How can you help? Volunteers needed….
Would you work with a
small group of children or
youth? We are looking for volunteers to teach knitting, play
chess and checkers, be a reading buddy, or help with holiday
craft projects, baking and cooking.

COLLEGE AND CAREER 2.0 For
those young people just out of
high school, college/university
students and those new to exploring the world of work. This
is an opportunity to develop
positive relationships with fellow students and friends, a
place where they can feel understood and have their own community. Together, we will
choose a day and time to meet.
Please contact Camille
(ce@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca) if
you are interested in participating.

Do you have a free evening every couple of months? If you can
help with babysitting, we can
offer parents a “date
night”. Perfect for grandparents, youth and those who just
enjoy hanging out and playing
board games.

Attention writers! We have
some budding story tellers who
could use your encouragement
and support with bible story
projects and personal creative
writing.

CLASSES
Classes will be held after church
on December 1 and 8. A final
class will be arranged for early
January and confirmation Sunday will be January 26, 2020.
CONFIRMATION

Theatre and tech support
buffs – the children and youth
sometimes create skits, perform
plays, and act out scripture passages. Perfect if you are interested in an occasional theatrical
dive into the bible.
Guitar, piano players and
other musicians - support our
Sunday school teachers through
musical accompaniment. We
will provide the songs and the
voices!
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Photos from Youth Mission trip to Bethany Hope Centre
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Namby & Pamby:
Questions at Christmas
Namby: No big deal! I could give
you a few more but I’m keeping
some until we get closer to the
Big Day.

Namby: Good morning, Pamby.
Pamby: And the top of the morning to you too !

Pamby: Talking about the “Big
Day”, have you started your shopping?

Namby: Wow! You sound quite
upbeat; you’ve never told me
good morning like that before. Did
you win the Lottery or something?

Namby: I knew it! I knew that
somebody was going to ask me
that question – and we are just on
the first week in November.

Pamby: Smarten up, Namby! You
know that I have never believed in
spending money to get money;
the one time I did it, all I got was
a headache, which was so bad
that I had to spend more money
to get rid of it.

Pamby: Well, perhaps I’m following
my wife; she already asked
me what I would like and what I
think we should get for our children.

Namby: Poor you And did you
use ordinary or extra-strong Tylenol?

Namby: That’s a wise woman;
probably thinks that you wait until
the last minute to buy stuff.

Pamby: Yes, the extra-strong, but I
felt a bit groggy at times; glad
I was not at work; some fellow
workers might have thought that I
had started boozing up for Christmas very early.

Pamby: And she is right. I wait for
the sales. Can’t this year because
my son has already told me that
he’s going to be a Wise Man in the
Christmas Pageant and wishes to
wear a special robe; trouble is that
the Pageant is two Sundays before
Christmas; kind of ruins my sales
routine.

Namby: That would only have
been the people who think that
you are too stiff and need to lighten up. I mean the guys who really
don’t know how ‘funny”, sorry, I
mean “crazy’ you are.

Namby: What about your daughter? Is she in the Pageant too?

Pamby: Gees, Namby, thanks for
the early Christmas compliment!

Pamby: No! But when she read
that one of the Wise Men brought
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a gift of gold for the baby, she
asked me if I knew what Mary and
Joseph did with it afterwards.

died, right away? That he had also
shot himself and died?
Pamby: Yes, how do we talk
about the joy and happiness of
the birth of a child and the pain of
the death of children and adults at
the same time ?

Namby: My son asked his father
and me the same question last
Christmas, and when we said
that we didn’t know and that the
story didn’t say, he blurted out,
“Couldn’t they have used the gold
to get a better room for the baby
than a stable?”

Namby: And in the same season?
My daughter asked whether it was
appropriate to talk about Christmas at all around the grieving
families.

Pamby: And what did you guys
say?

Pamby: Any my son said “Dad,
Christmas sucks”.

Namby: We said that the story didn’t say how much gold it was or
whether it could be converted into
the currency of the time to be
used for some other purpose.

Namby: Funny, eh? Sounds as if
alongside the “Glad tidings of
great joy, bright Star, dazzling lights, chanting angels, jubilant shepherds and worshipping
Wise Men, there is the dark side of
Christmas.

Pamby: Looks as if my wife and I
are now on the hot seat as well.
My son is taking his ”Wise Man”
part very seriously and has been
asking all kinds of questions.

Pamby: I don’t like to think about
it.

Namby: Like what ?
Pamby: Well, I have attended
two funerals in the last two
weeks and he has asked,
“Dad, isn’t Christmas supposed to be a happy time?
Why do people still die at
Christmas time?”
Namby: Well, well, would you
believe that our daughter
asked us the same thing
when she heard that a boy
had taken a gun to school
and shot two classmates who
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Namby: Neither do I . We need a
break, at least for twelve days!

Namby : Just recently, I came
across a few words by the historian Herbert Butterfield, “the
unsleeping flow of life itself” which
seem to sum up the mystery
of birth and death.

Pamby: Yes, but don’t you remember that Herod ordered all the
male children in Jerusalem and the
region who were two years and
under at the time to be killed?

Copyright@John Harewood, November 19, 2019

Namby: I remember now. Yes, the
reality is that the birth of Mary and
Joseph’s baby wasn’t a hit for everybody.
Pamby: Perhaps, the more you and
I understand that, the better we’ll
be able to answer our children’s
questions.

Nyk Williams and his Poem, "Praise
the Lord" (LEFT)
Video by the Youth Class, Parkdale
United Church, Nov. 17, 2019
(BELOW)
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DANCING IN THE RAIN
It is the time to take you umbrella and get on your
rain boots… our Winter Women’s Retreat is around
the corner!
When: Friday 10- Sunday 12, of January 2020.
Where: Galilee Centre in Arnprior, Ontario,.
Save the weekend for a time of fun, fellowship, reflection, singing, playing, learning, dancing, worshiping and making friends.
Rejoice in the Lord always. I
will say it again: Rejoice!
Philippians 4:4

Contact Rev. Alcris at
alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
to reserve a spot. We have only
space for 40!
Note: Parkdale United Church we
have a no boundaries policy.
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Pastoral Care, Special Thanksgiving Communion
Services for Elder Saints (October)
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We enjoy meeting you and being together in ministry. Parkdale’s congregation responds to God’s call
and Jesus’ teachings by:

Uniting in joyful worship as an
act of praise and gratitude, for
inspiration and guidance
Providing learning opportunities for the Christian way
of life and to enhance
Biblical literacy

Supporting each other through
pastoral care and concern

Reaching out to people
in need
Promoting justice
Praying for guidance,
wisdom, and support.
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