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EDITORIAL BOARD 

Editor this issue: Elise Mennie 
Proofreader: Isabelle Duncan 

 
Contributors: Anthony Bailey, 

Nyk Willis, Jono Hamer-Wilson, 

Peter Meerburg, Hepsy Griffith, 
Faye Beaufort, John Harewood, 

Kathryn Meerburg, Gail Taylor, 
Judy Hamley, Camille Beaufort, 

Alcris Limongi, Helen Hayes, 
Elaine West, Elise Mennie, Val 

Hum, Susan Mailer, Cici Waugh 

 
Many thanks and keep those 

contributions coming!! 
 

We are always looking for 

new ideas, volunteers and 
submissions. We reserve the 

right to edit, condense or reject 
submissions, but will try to find 

space for all. 
 

Next issue: December 2019 

Editor next issue: Danica Rogers 
 

Send submissions to:  
messenger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

IMPORTANT: When submitting photos to the Messenger, please ensure you 

have asked permission of the individuals if their faces are clearly recognizable. 

They should know that an electronic PDF version of the Messenger is posted to 

the Parkdale website.  
See: http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions 
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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK 

is “keeping 

company 

with God.” 

In speaking 

with and 

listening to 

and for 

God, we are responding to God’s 

invitation to a loving and faith-

filled relationship. In addition to 

that invitation, we are also quest-

ing after that same intimacy with 

God. Deep down we know we 

cannot keep up the way we are 

going. So busy, so frazzled, so 

insecure, so anxious, so wound-

ed, so self-absorbed, so fearful, 

driven and out of breath… God 

longs for us to get the memo that 

we are not called to achieve our 

life but rather to receive it. I am 

still trying to learn this lesson. 

What I know is that when I am 

trying to achieve my life, a con-

stant companion is disappoint-

ment; I can never achieve 

enough. Those times when I trust 

God enough to receive my life, 

then I find myself in the enduring 

company of gratitude for who 

God is and what God is achiev-

ing in my life and in the world. 

This sense of God’s good be-

stowal upon us is illustrated by 

Jesus’ vocabulary: we inherit the 

Kingdom of God…we do not 

About Prayer 
For all the bumbling that Jesus’ 

disciples did, and all the compe-

tition and hard-headedness that 

they displayed, they got some 

very important things right. One 

was about the importance of 

prayer, even if they did not al-

ways practice this faithfully. 

(Luke 22: 39-46) 

 

You notice that the disciples, as 

far as we know, never asked Je-

sus, “Lord teach us how to be 

busier. Lord, teach us how to 

multitask and manage our heavy 

agendas more effectively.” No, 

they did ask Jesus however, 

“Lord, teach us how to pray.” 

They witnessed the regularity 

with which Jesus prayed; they 

witnessed his enduring commit-

ment to prayer and quickly un-

derstood something of its im-

portance in Jesus’ life and minis-

try. The disciples longed for the 

intimacy they witnessed Jesus 

having with God and wanted in 

on this grace. (Luke 11:1) 

 

My ministry colleague Rev. 

Alcris has brought a refreshing 

emphasis on diverse opportuni-

ties for prayer (e.g. Prayer for 

people with cancer). Prayer, to 

quote St. Clement of Alexandria, 
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buy it, earn it, deserve it. We 

inherit it. 

 

Prayer keeps us linked deeply 

with God and God’s purposes 

for us and for the world. 

Prayer helps us discern what 

we must pray for and how we 

might act to join God in an-

swering the prayer. Prayer 

also reveals the hidden and 

sometimes “ugly” parts of 

ourselves; the parts we would 

rather not admit to. They are 

brought to the light of our con-

sciousness and offered to God. 

The promise of God’s response 

of healing, forgiveness and trans-

formation, is to be trusted. 

 

We are best able to partner with 

God to work on the unseemly 

parts of ourselves if we are expe-

riencing and trusting the love of 

God. We know deep down that 

we need to receive love in order 

to give it. Pastor and scholar Dr. 

Craig Barnes writes: “Not only 

do we have to receive the love of 

God in order to give love to oth-

ers, but we also have to receive it 

in order to work in freedom. As 

long as we are working without a 

conviction that we are already 

cherished, we will try to manipu-

late the workplace into our 

source of self-esteem…God 

loves us not as a necessity, but as 

a choice.” 

Jesus modeled for us how to re-

main connected to God, corrected 

by God and directed by God. In 

our prayer life with God, we can 

“keep it real” as the teenagers 

used to say. Prayer for others, 

prayer for peace and justice, 

prayer for blessing and healing 

and salvation, prayers of thanks-

giving and joy, prayers for crises 

in the world…there is so much 

for which to pray. The truth is 

that sometimes prayer is hard. Of 

course it is often rewarding and 

grounding and all that; but truth 

be told, sometimes it can be bor-

ing and seem tedious. It is a mark 

of God’s grace and our commit-

ment to knowing and loving God, 

and to the biblical summons to 

pray, that we persist and surpris-

ingly reap unexpected blessings 

of consolation, wonder, insight, 

discernment and healing. As 



5 

well, we reap the joy of witness-

ing transformation and blessing 

in others for whom we and our 

congregation prays. God’s Spirit 

has promised to accompany us 

and help us in our praying and in 

our life…trust this promise and 

welcome this presence. 

 

In Philip Yancey’s book called 

Prayer, he writes: “keep it honest, 

keep it simple, keep it up.” I in-

vite you to engage with the fol-

lowing prayer exercise. 

 
A prayer exercise: Psalm 46:10 

 

Take a quiet moment and find a 

still place at home, work or out of 

doors… Once there, take a couple 

of minutes to settle and then sit 

comfortably and start to breathe 

deeply and slowly. Let go of dis-

tractions and try to be in the 

“now” moment. Trust the One 

who promises…“I will be with 

you always” and “I will never 

leave you or forsake you” to in-

deed be with you now. 

 

This may or may not be new for 

you. Just sit quietly and let God 

know you are ready to listen for 

God’s “voice”…ready to be open 

to God’s Spirit. 

 

Continue to breathe slowly…let 

the sheer silence envelope 

you….and listen. Keep breath-

ing slowly….slowly 

 

As thoughts come, just treat 

them as leaves floating on the 

river and let them float away… 

Just let your thoughts go and 

only focus on the longing you 

have to hear from God, to expe-

rience God...at some point that 

longing will give way to the 

awareness of an actual experi-

ence of God’s presence. 

You may say: how will I know. 

You will know. It may not hap-

pen the first time or second time 

you do this…or it may. Try to 

set aside at least twenty minutes 

for this. There is no magic for-

mula here, it is rather trusting 

God to draw near to us as God 

has promised to do. 

I invite you to do this regularly 

and intentionally for at least sev-

en days. After each day take 

time to note (write, remember) 

the experience of taking the time 

to do this prayer. 
 

Your partner in prayer 

Anthony 
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All Saints Day - November 1, 2019 

   - Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 and Psalm 149 

   - Ephesians 1:11-23 

   - Luke 6:20-31 

 

Proper 26 (31) - November 3, 2019 

   - Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 and Psalm 119:137-144 

   - Isaiah 1:10-18 and Psalm 32:1-7 

   - 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

   - Luke 19:1-10 

 

Proper 27 (32) - November 10, 2019 

   - Haggai 1:15b-2:9 and Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or Psalm 98 

   - Job 19:23-27a and Psalm 17:1-9 

   - 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

   - Luke 20:27-38 

 

Proper 28 (33) - November 17, 2019 

   - Isaiah 65:17-25 and Isaiah 12 

   - Malachi 4:1-2a and Psalm 98 

   - 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

   - Luke 21:5-19 

 

Reign of Christ - Proper 29 (34) - November 24, 2019 

   - Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Luke 1:68-79 

   - Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Psalm 46 

   - Colossians 1:11-20 

   - Luke 23:33-43 

LECTIONARY FOR NOVEMBER 
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  thanksgiving [weekend] 
 

  buying bird, 

  being brave… 

  

  birthday breakfast :) 

 

  beau’s beer 

 

  bourdon blast! 

  breakneck biking! 

  backyard badminton! 

 

  brown’s-inlet-buddies barking; 

  boys baking, basting 

 

  butternut browning 

 

  breast or bone? 

 

  broth boiling 

  bed: bellyful 

 

  being [together] 

 

  beauty 

  bounty 

 

  blessing 
 

 

  Jono hamer-wilson  /  october 2019  / ottawa 
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Even with the day-long rain, 

a steady crowd of bargain hunt-

ers filed into the Memorial 

Hallway for our fall rummage 

sale. The crowd at 11:45 a.m. 

was so heavy and having such a 

good time, we extended the 

sale by ten minutes. A total of 

60 orange garbage bags were 

sold at $10 (fill a bag). With 

such strong last minute sales, 

this resulted in our second 

highest sale coming in at 

$5,396. This amount, along 

with the April sales, gave us 

our second highest earning 

year!   

  

Thanks to the clean-up crew, 

we were done by 1:00 pm. 

Once again, two strong hard-

working men from the Salva-

tion Army Transition House on 

Gladstone were hired to help 

with set-up and take-down. For 

many of us aging members of 

the congregation, this is money 

WELL spent. If anyone ever 

needs good reliable labour help, 

please consider contacting 

them. They are only 3 houses 

east of the church on Glad-

stone.  

Our rummage sale reaches out 

to the surrounding working-

class community, providing 

clothing, shoes and household 

items to many in need. Every-

thing unsold was recycled in 

some way:  

 Parkdale's Queensway Pre-

school had first pick of the toys 

and supplies for their class-

room, while Don and Alcris 

rummaged through the dona-

tions for office supplies. 

 Derek and Helen took toilet-

ries to the Cornerstone women's 

shelter. 

 Camille took children's 

clothes to Maison de la Famille 

de Quyon in Pontiac. 

 Cathy took shoes to Dymon 

Storage, which distributes do-

nated shoes locally and world-

wide through Soles4souls. They 

distribute shoes to The Mission 

(men’s shelter), to a school in 

Nunavut and to Dressed for 

Success.   

 Betty took some much need-

ed school supplies to a school 

for children with autism, Edel-

weiss Private Academy.    

 Anne took paperbacks to the 

Rummage Sale Volunteers - thank you!   
congratulations for our second best showing! 
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Ottawa Detention Centre's li-

brary and collected a supply of 

books for In From the Cold.  

 Roxanne took clothing and 

toys to the moms and tots at 

the Youville Centre.  

 Richard took cookware to 

the Food bank and electronics 

for recycling. 

  
And our biggest thanks goes to 

Wally Prater who picked up 

the free moving van from real-

tor Paul Rushforth in Kana-

ta. The large cube van was two

-thirds filled and taken to Val-

ue Village. This moving van 

offer is available free of charge 

to any charitable groups or cli-

ents of Paul. A big hug to Peter 

Meerberg for riding in the van 

to help Wally unload and to 

Value Village for staffing extra 

people to help with unloading. 

   

It is always a pleasure working 

with such wonderful, giving 

and kind volunteers who donate 

their most precious commodity 

- their time.   

   

 Helen Hayes and Valerie Hum 
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Isaac Andrews reading from scripture on Sept 22nd 

Junior and Senior choirs  

at the Thanksgiving ser-

vice on Oct 6. 
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Eliana Hamer-Wilson playing  the 

Allegro from Concert in G Major by 

Telemann on Sept 22nd. 

 

Remembering 
 
Please keep the families of the follow-

ing loved ones in your prayers: 

 
Dorothy Mary Craig 

The father of Kristin Lo 

Thomas Shaw, the brother of Margaret Macpherson 

Frank Mason, the father of David Mason 

Melissa Lowering, daughter-in-law of Melodee and Jack Lowering 
 



12 

If you would like your birthday to be a 

secret and your name taken off the list, 

or if your name was not included and 

you would like it to be added, please let 

the office know.  

Birthdays in November 

Our warmest greetings to: 

Jenna Lester  1st 
Ekom Akpan  3rd 
Uyo-obong Akpan  3rd 
Rob Hilkes,  3rd     
Barbara Baird  4th 
Emily Menzies  6th  
Seth Hilkes  6th 
Joshua Okumu  7th 
Oliver Jeglic  7th 
Chris Halstead  8th 
Alexandra Stockwell  8th 
Michael Sproule  10th 
Barry Hobin                             11th 
Matthew Goetz  15th 
Blaine Pauling  16th 
Estelle Allen  17th 
Mary Sproule 18th 
Adeline Colley  20th 
Sarah Shepard  20th 
Lorena Mason  21st 
Wendy Bailey  24th 
Jenna Gibbs  24th 
Nora Robin 24th 
Irene Hilkes  24th 
Alec Anderson 27th 
Hepsy Griffith  28th 
Daria Fincham  30th 
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four Sanctuary doors and sub-

mit them to the church office 

or email us at:  

iftc@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

 

High School Students may 

count hours towards their vol-

unteer requirement. 

 

This Ministry is important to 

our church and community 

and all volunteers are wel-

come!   

 

If you have any questions, 

please send CiCi and Mark an 

email at: 

iftc@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

Looking forward to hearing 

from you,   

CiCi and Mark 

Our eighteenth season of IFTC 

will begin on November 9, 

2019!  If you are interested in 

volunteering on Saturdays 

please drop us a line at the 

IFTC email address below to 

indicate your shift interests 

and availability. We welcome 

new and returning volunteers 

for various shifts from now 

until March 28, 2020.    

We value the involvement of 

volunteers in all various 

shifts, however we are par-

ticularly short of volun-

teers for the following 

shifts: Clean Up Anchors; 

laundry, Kitchen Clean up; 

and lift operators.  

 

New volunteers are asked 

to fill out a New Volunteer 

Form located at each of the 

In From the Cold Ministry (IFTC) 
2019-2020 season 

mailto:iftc@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
mailto:iftc@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
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At Parkdale, we can always depend 

on “Images and Stories” to start off 

with a bang. Friday evening, Sep-

tember 27, 2019 was no exception. 

Close to fifty Parkdalers and visitors 

were on hand to join in what was 

really the celebration of a remarka-

ble accomplishment. 

 

Betty Hope-Gittens had done what 

she said she would do. She walked 

the 800 kilometres (500 miles) of 

the Camino de Santiago or “The 

Way of St. James”, an ancient pil-

grimage. Starting at Saint–Jean–Pied

–de–Port in the south of France, she 

continued along the northern coast 

of Spain to the city of Santiago de 

Compostela with its famed cathe-

dral. 

 

Betty began her journey on April 21, 

Easter Sunday, and finished on May 

26, having trudged through rocks, 

mud, gravel, up and downhill for 36 

days, at an average of 23.5 kilome-

tres (14.8 miles) per day. 

 

I can vividly remember the Sunday 

morning when she announced that 

she didn’t want anything for her 80th 

birthday. She had been blessed in 

her life. Now, she wished “to give 

back”. She would do so by embark-

ing on yet another fund-raising pro-

ject for the ElderCare Foundation of 

Ottawa, a Charity which she and her 

late husband, Dr. Rudy Gittens, had 

supported for years. Except that this 

time, she had her native Barbados in 

mind as well. She intended to donate 

a part of the proceeds to the St. Phil-

ip District Hospital on the island.   

 

As I listened, I thought that Betty 

was right. She was not in need, nor 

did she have to do anything else to 

prove herself once again after a very 

successful business career, which 

had already included extensive travel 

and an enviable record in philanthro-

py. Now she was here to tell us her 

Camino story. 

 

She began by reminding us that the 

path, which had transformed lives 

for more than ten centuries, had re-

gained popularity in recent years, 

thanks to its recognition in 1987 as a 

European Cultural Landmark and in 

1993 as a UNESCO Heritage site. 

But why did she decide to take it on? 

She pointed out that the idea came  

Images & Stories 

She Never Walked Alone 
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to her after Anthony talked about his 

own Camino from the pulpit. Still, 

she emphasized that her decision 

was “divinely guided”. 

“I do not allow others to make 

choices for me; I prepare daily to 

receive God’s guidance”. 

 

Although, as a daily walker for more 

than forty years, she could be confi-

dent of her physical conditioning, 

she realized that this walk would be 

different from any challenge she had 

previously undertaken. It would 

require special planning, preparation 

and, above all, foresight. So, she 

bought the Guidebook and followed 

the suggested plan for the route eve-

ry day.  

 

The decision to face the challenge at 

Eastertime was deliberate. Hence 

her departure on April 18, arrival in 

Paris on Good Friday and start on 

the trail on Easter Sunday, with no 

cellphone, no camera (the album on 

display was compiled by friends), 

and no painkillers. She wished her 

mind to be free from the constant 

daily connectivity. 

  

For clothing, she wore the same hat, 

winter jack-

et and pants; 

always long 

underwear 

and, in all, 

needed three 

pairs of 

shoes. But 

her Bible 

was “a 

Must” from 

which she 

drew inspi-

ration every 

day. Her 

luggage was prepaid and always 

transported ahead to the apartment 

or hotel where she would be staying 

at her next stop. 

 

As expected, she met many a pil-

grim but had three real companions 

with whom she walked at various 

times. She is convinced that their 

meeting wasn’t accidental, for “God 

puts good people in my way”. 

 

First were Chris and Gord whom she 

had met in 2017. They established a 

bond and agreed to join her and pro-

vided her with 40 ziplock bags of 

nuts, seeds and raisins to ensure that 
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she would have nourishing nutrition. 

Along the way, they cooked and she 

cleaned up. Otherwise, they ate in 

restaurants. When later they ex-

pressed their concern about leaving 

her after twelve days to continue the 

trek alone, she assured them that “I 

have the utmost confidence in God’s 

presence, power and protection”. 

 

Bruce was her next companion. They 

met on a hill on the 24th day of the 

journey, just as he was ready to give 

up. He was carrying the ashes of his 

best friend David who had planned to 

face the challenge but had died three 

weeks before they were both sched-

uled to get on track. 

 

But even without companions, she 

had no sense of being alone. She felt 

the presence of God continuously 

and the support of her condo neigh-

bours to whom she wrote a daily 

blog. 

 

Overall, the twelve days of foul 

weather which she experienced did-

n’t seem to bother her unduly, nor 

did the tiny rooms where the lights 

were at times temperamental and the 

men, before entering bathrooms, had 

to decide whether “to  walk in  or 

back in”. For her, the worst problem 

was getting her clothes to dry. 

She braved those hundreds of kilo-

metres with only one fall, depending 

unwaveringly, she insisted, on di-

vine guidance, love and wisdom. It 

was strength, courage and confi-

dence that “ruled the walk”. 

“God’, she declared, “did not say 

that the journey would be easy”. 

 

However, the struggle was certainly 

worth it. She raised over $200,000 

of which $10,000 have been donated 

to each of the 13 Eldercare Homes in  

Ottawa; $23,000 to Barbados for 10 

wheelchairs placed on order for the 

St. Philip District Hospital. She 

hopes that no charges will levied on 

them when they reach the Barbados 

Customs. 

 

Her condo friends, who had fol-

lowed her step by step throughout 

the gruelling walk, were thrilled to 

roll out the ‘Welcome Back’ carpet 

when she set foot again at Ottawa’s 

International Airport. 

 

Dr. Bailey thanked 

Betty for successfully 

facing the enormous 

physical challenge and 

for sharing her spiritual 

discernment and wit-

ness.   

 

John Harewood           
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“Algonquin Park: No Experience Necessary” 
Friday, November 29, 2019 

7:00 pm in the Ladies’ Parlour 

 
Algonquin Provincial Park occupies over 7,600 square kilometers 

of rugged, unceded coniferous and deciduous forests, lakes, and 

rivers in central Ontario, three hours by car from Ottawa–

Gatineau. Established in 1893, the Park combines wilderness 

camping and logging, hiking trails and museums, roadside wild-

life sightings and academic research, and a host of easily-

accessible experiences. Elaine Sullivan Butcher and John Butcher 

have been travelling to Algonquin Park for 35 years. They have 

canoed, camped, dog-sledded, hiked, stayed in rustic lodges and 

yurts, and just driven the Highway 60 corridor admiring the spec-

tacular fall colours. If there was only one place in the world John 

and Elaine could visit, it would be Algonquin Park. Join them for 

our next evening of Images and Stories on Friday, November 29, 

at 7:00 p.m. in the Ladies Parlour.  

(MO&J Contact: Faye Beaufort – fbeaufort@bell.net) 

Next Images and Stories   
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Godly Play Class 
Danica Rogers is discussing the story of Isaac and Ishmael with the 

Junior Kindergarten, Senior Kindergarten and Grade 1 children. 

They are decoding the phrase: “God keeps his promises”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Coffee Shop  - October 6th  
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FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH & 

YOUNG ADULTS and IGNITE! 

 
For information regarding these programs, please contact 

Camille Beaufort (camille4parkdale@gmail.com) 

Kid’s Club—October 6th 
The children and youth chose to 

play dodge ball!   

Then hide and seek, followed by 

some crafts and card games.  
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Preparing Psalm 150 presentations  

On the Sunday before the Celebrating our 

Cultures evening of October 19th, youth met 

to prepare an art presentation and a video 

inspired by Psalm 150. At right is Nyk Wills 

writing his poem “Why Praise?”   
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Why praise? 
 

  We praise the lord for many reasons 

   Some may be righteous some may not 

   I praise the lord for many reasons 

   To aid in a fight I once thought lost 

 

   Hope and forgiveness is hard to come by 

   Complete faith and dedication as well 

   The people of old came to religion 

   Out of fear of going to hell 

 

   Brain washing and killing out of fear 

   That’s what they all felt 

   Now we feel like there’s no point 

   We express our faith for more help 

 

   Questions and answeres provided by him 

   Questions and answered I have asked 

   Praise is a race where u can never be last 

   Praise is asking forgiveness of the past 

 

   Praise the lord for the living 

   Praise him for the dead 

   Praise the lord for the life he’s given us 

   And bless the time we have left. 

 

  Nyk Wills 
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Celebrating our Cultures—October 19th 
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Parkdale United Church volun-

teers are excited to announce the 

return of Amnesty Interna-

tional’s Write for Rights on Sun-

day, December 15th, from 12:30 

to 3:30 in the Ladies’ Parlour. 

This event follows a promising 

first year last December and in-

vites everyone, including young 

people, to participate. 

 

Each year on or close to Interna-

tional Human Rights Day 

(December 10th), Amnesty Inter-

national provides support to lo-

cal groups the world over to host 

Write for Rights with a particular 

theme or focus, choosing 10 cas-

es of persons and communities 

who are standing up for human 

rights. This year, the focus on 

young people honours their cour-

age as a leading force for change 

in a troubled world.  

 

The cases are set in Iran, Mexi-

co, Nigeria, Greece, South Su-

dan, Philippines, China, Egypt, 

Belarus – and yes, Canada. 

Youth in Asupeeschoseewagong 

(Grassy Narrows First Nation) 

are fighting for justice in the face 

of 50 years of mercury poisoning 

of their water supply. They want 

justice! 

 

Show your support for brave and 

committed young advocates 

around the world and join us on 

December 15th to write letters in 

solidarity to the appropriate lead-

ers and to the youth themselves, 

telling them you care and you 

support their cause. Writing let-

ters is a time-honoured and effec-

tive way to reach people, and last 

year over 5.9 million messages 

were sent in support of women 

human rights defenders. We will 

provide everything you need, in-

cluding easily digestible infor-

mation on each case, an Amnesty 

speaker, and other incentives to 

help you write, including coffee 

and snacks! 

Amnesty International “Write for Rights” 

Returns to Parkdale United Church 
December 15th, 2019,  

12:30 – 3:30 pm 

Justice for Grassy Narrows! 
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Children and young adults are 

welcome and we will have age-

appropriate materials and facilita-

tion to support their participation.  

 

As people who care about human 

rights and social justice, join 

forces with us on December 15th. 

You can write one letter or many, 

knowing you’re part of a world-

wide effort with Amnesty Inter-

national, supporting victims of 

human rights abuses in their 

compelling causes and demand-

ing action and freedom. 

 

Help to make Write for Rights an 

established annual tradition at 

Parkdale United! 

 

Gail Taylor,  

Write for Rights Group,  

Mission, Outreach and Justice 

Committee 

 

Editor’s Note—CORRECTION 

In the September 2019 Messenger, you were asked to mark your calen-

dars for Write for Rights on December 8th. Please correct your calen-

dars to December 15th for this important event! 
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 But you and I 

individually have 

to do something.  

Stumped, I turned 

to Google to see 

what other people 

are saying. I was 

encouraged to find 

so many sites of-

fering up sugges-

tions on what we 

can do as individ-

uals. One site I particularly liked 

is “Climate Kids”. It used to have 

some sort of affiliation with 

NASA. Here are some sugges-

tions which most of us will be 

familiar with but which are worth 

mentioning again as reminders: 

 Change to energy efficient 

light bulbs. 

 Turn off lights, TVs, comput-

ers, when you do not need 

them. 

 Unplug other small gadgets 

or use a surge protector or 

power strip that has an on/off 

switch. This allows you to 

shut off all the power without 

unplugging each gadget.  

 Turn up the thermostat on the 

air conditioning when it's hot. 

Use fans if you're still hot. 

They use much less power. 

 Turn down the thermostat on 

the heating when it's cold and 

Recently, we have 

seen the powerful 

witness of young 

people, led by Greta 

Thunberg, the 16-

year-old Swedish 

environmental activ-

ist, alerting us to the 

dangers of the cli-

mate emergency.  

This culminated on 

Friday, September 

27, 2019, in marches all over the 

world including here in Ottawa 

with the young and the not so 

young protesting the inaction or 

insufficient action by govern-

ments to tackle the emergency.  

As Greta Thunberg said the house 

is on fire and we are doing little to 

save it. 

 

I was at work on September 27.  I 

did not march – I did not join the 

climate strike. I wanted to. But 

instead, I watched from my office 

window the thousands of people 

marching and calling for action.  I 

was not sure what I would do af-

ter the march to show that I sup-

ported action to deal with this cli-

mate emergency. I know howev-

er, that I will still drive, and fly, 

and continue many of those activ-

ities that contribute to increased 

emissions of carbon dioxide.  

After the march… what next? 
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use sweaters, blankets, and 

socks. 

 Walk or ride your bike in-

stead of taking a car every-

where. Take the bus and 

train; Carpool when you can. 

 Stay out of the drive thru! 

Park the car and walk inside, 

rather than sitting in a line of 

cars with the engine running 

and polluting. 

 Grow your own vegetables; 

plant trees 

 

These small actions and others 

multiplied many times will help. 

We need not be disheartened 

about the climate emergency.  

The world will not end in 2030 or 

2040 – the question is how can 

we make things better? 

 

And, what can we do collectively 

as a congregation?  Please con-

tact me to give your ideas to the 

Stewardship Committee, which 

will consider them and make rec-

ommendations to Council.  

 

David Odumodu,  

Chair, Stewardship Committee 

Phone: 613-692-0876 

Email: odumodu@bell.net  

Prayer for the Earth 
 

O God, enlarge within us the sense of fellowship with all living things, 

our brothers the animals to whom thou gavest the earth as their 

home in common with us. 

 

We remember with shame that in the past we have exercised the 

high dominion of man with ruthless cruelty so that the voice of the 

earth, which should have gone up to thee in song, has been a groan 

of travail. 

 

May we realize that they live not for us alone but for themselves and 

for thee, and that they love the sweetness of life. 

 

– St. Basil the Great 

 

From: Caring for Creation: 11 Nature Prayers for Earth Day, Huffington 
Post. Submitted by Elise Mennie  

http://earthministry.org/worship/prayers/#lord
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Pastoral Care Week was about caring 

for each other through: a Prayer and 

Healing Service on Wednesday; cancer 

and congregational prayer chain on 

Saturday; Dinner for 8-ish groups 

throughout the weekend (one shown 

above hosted by Ellen and Scott An-

drews); and the prayer shawl dedica-

tion on Sunday (at left and below). 

Pastoral Care Week  Oct 20-26 
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Namby: Good morning, Pamby. 

 

Pamby: Ok, Good morning. 

 

Namby: What a strange way to re-

ply! Seems as if you said it only 

because I said it. Something a parrot 

might do. 

 

Pamby: You have called me many 

things, but this is the first time that 

you are calling me a bird. 

 

Namby: I didn’t call you a bird. I 

was talking about your behaviour 

which resembled a particular bird’s. 

And parrots are beautiful. 

 

Pamby: Yes, I knew that I would 

hear that word “beautiful”. Yes, if 

it’s not “beautiful,” it’s “wonderful”. 

You know, it’s a beautiful world, it’s 

a wonderful world! I have a friend 

who plays Louis Armstrong singing 

“What a wonderful World!” once a 

week. He played it every day in his 

office, during thanksgiving week. 

Drove us all nuts. 

. 

Namby: Well, was he playing it 

loudly? 

 

Pamby: That’s not the point! He 

shouldn’t have been playing it at all. 

. 

Namby: Jees, you are  grumpy this 

morning. What’s wrong with an el-

derly man with good teeth and a 

world-wide smile singing that the 

world is wonderful? 

 

Pamby: He is inviting you and me to 

forget the world we are living in. 

That’s what’s wrong! Actually, it’s 

dishonest! Everything isn’t sweet and 

spice and all that’s nice. 

 

Namby: There you go again. Bet you 

have been listening to the radio 

watching too much TV or playing 

around on social media. 

 

Pamby: You are so out of it! I don’t 

need to do any of that. I just need to 

talk to my neighbours who just lost 

their sixteen-year-old son to an over-

dose. Very polite young man, bril-

liant student, promising musician, 

excellent hockey player, in scouts, 

even went to church. Mother found 

him dead in bed one morning. Their 

only child. Daughter died from rare 

disease when she was six. So, it’s a 

wonderful world? 

 

Namby: I can understand if your 

neighbours don’t think that it’s so 

wonderful, but haven’t you had 

enough experience to know that the 

world isn’t one sided like that? 

 

Pamby: I’m not bothered as much by 

the big stuff like pollution, climate 

change, the Ebola outbreak and three 

hundred thousand Kurds displaced 

by Turkish bombing, typhoons, 

floods or widespread fires. 

 

Namby: So what bothers you more? I 

can tell you what bugs me--, people 

who don’t say “thanks”  normally. 

Namby and Pamby: 

NO THANKS? BUT YES, THANKS!  
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Pamby: Tell me about them. I have 

one who is an excellent caregiver 

who helps my aging mother quite a 

lot around her house. We pay her 

well and give her extra stuff, but she 

never says “thank you”. 

 

Namby: My neighbour talks about 

her son who will call her or her hus-

band for a ride from wherever he 

happens to be, day or night; they’ll 

go and pick him up but he never 

says ‘thanks.’ 

 

Pamby: Yes, that’s the kind who feel 

that they are entitled to your service, 

so they don’t need to thank you for 

it. 

 

Pamby: When I see and hear this, I 

wonder whether we aren’t all going 

to pot. 

 

Namby: I don’t describe it like that. 

I say that we all seem to be forget-

ting what we used to call “basic 

manners”, such as holding the door 

for someone and not trying to steal a 

parking space from someone who 

has been there first, or pushing your 

way ahead of the line. 

 

Pamby: And you know, I see some 

of the same people in church at 

Thanksgiving and thanks drips from 

their mouths like the overflow from 

an ice cream cone.  

 

Namby: I know what you mean. It’s 

as if they want to do God a favour 

by letting him know that they have-

n’t forgotten him. 

 

Pamby: Yes, and having gotten him 

on their side, they go back into the 

world and continue to behave as if 

everybody owes them something and 

they don’t have to give anything in 

return. 

 

Namby: Wow! Have we been listen-

ing to ourselves? We have been do-

ing a real hatchet job on the world 

and people, but I’m not giving up. 

 

Pamby: I don’t think that I have giv-

en up. Maybe I’m more cynical and 

realistic, but I don’t like being cyni-

cal. I don’t think it’s wise. I want to 

be wise. My father and grandfather 

were wise. 

 

Namby: Do you know what?  

 

Pamby: What? 

 

Namby: I’m not trying to be wise, 

but I have been reading Wisdom 

Literature. 

 

Pamby: You mean stuff like Prov-

erbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solo-

mon? 

 

Namby: Right on. 

 

Pamby: And are you remembering 

anything that makes you feel better? 

Maybe I need something to make me 

less cynical. 

 

Namby: Yes, one line in Proverbs 

says “The fear of the Lord is the be-

ginning of wisdom”. 

 



31 

Parkdale Book Cluv 

All Welcome! 
Meet in the Ladies Parlor  
after church on book club 

days. 
Bring a lunch. 

Pamby: I have heard that before, but 

how might it help the world and me 

from going to pot? 

 

Namby: I don’t know, but I know 

the story of a young man who grew 

up in wealth and saw poverty, ha-

tred, ignorance, sickness, war and 

bloodshed just as we see it now. He 

decided to take his wealth and use it 

to replace the shacks in his city’s 

shanty-town with modest housing. 

 

Pamby: Are you kidding me? 

 

Namby: No, he provided clean run-

ning water, a fully equipped school, 

community centre, hospital and 

foodstore. It became a mini-town, 

run by the former shanty-residents 

who themselves and their children 

were given access to education and 

training.  

 

Pamby: Did he read Wisdom Litera-

ture? 

 

Namby: The story doesn’t say that, 

but it says that he thought that if he 

gave one small community a future, 

they might want to give it to others. 

 

Pamby: Sounds like a way of saying 

thanks. Already, I’m less cynical.  

 

Namby: Ok, but don’t expect to be-

come wise so quickly! 

 

Copyright @ John Harewood.            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nov 17: When All is Said and 

Done by Anne Griffin 

 

Jan  26: The Tattooist of  

Auschwitz by Heather Morris 

 

Feb 23: A Deadly Divide  

by Ausma Zehanat 

 

Mar 22: Selected Stories by  

Anton Checkhov   

 

Apr 19: Bush Runner: The Ad-

ventures of Pierre Esprit  

Radisson by Mark Bourrie 

 

May 24: Agent Running in the 

Field by John Le Carré 
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Summaries submitted by Elise Men-

nie, Interim Secretary. 

 

September 17th, 2019 

Kathleen Stephenson chaired the 

meeting in the absence of Council 

Chair, Garth McLeod. Beth Gutsell 

began with a prayer “Off to a Good 

Start” and a reading on self-

compassion from Joyce Rupp’s book 

Boundless Compassion. Rupp de-

scribes how birds preen and care for 

their feathers to ensure that they can 

fly, and be protected from the cold 

and water. Beth invited us to reflect 

in pairs on how we can preen and 

care for ourselves as we enter into 

this busy time in our church life. 

Then we sang together the hymn 

“Take Time to be Holy”. 

 

Kathleen read a letter of thanks from 

Anthony for the acknowledgment 

and celebration of his 20 years of 

ministry at Parkdale. 

 

Search Committee: Barbara Faught 

reported that publicity for the Youth 

Minister vacancy is in the September 

Broadview magazine and on the 

U.C. website and Church Hub since 

June. Two applications were re-

ceived so far and both were deemed 

unsuitable. Regarding the possibility 

of hiring a non-United Church min-

ister, the Committee has learned that 

a congregationally designated minis-

ter is only allowed part-time, for up 

to 14 hours a week. Judy asked what 

other ways we could support the 

youth ministry until a new minister 

is found. There was mentioned the 

idea of shorter term contracts with 

retired ministers, or sharing a youth 

leader with another church. Ca-

mille’s excellent work was com-

mended. Alcris and Anthony felt that 

help was most needed for the confir-

mation class and to help Sunday 

school teachers with the new curric-

ulum. 

 

Judy Hamley, Barbara Faught, An-

thony and Alcris will investigate and 

determine a short-term job descrip-

tion for needed tasks that could be 

contracted.  

 

Property Development Working 

Group (PDWG) Proposal: Helen 

presented the proposal document, 

which included background consid-

erations, mandate of the committee 

and overview of the meetings of the 

last 2 years. New information in-

cluded input from the congregation 

and neighbourhood, with an emerg-

ing focus on affordable/supportive 

housing as part of Parkdale’s mis-

sion of service to the community. 

Also included was the recently re-

ceived Building Condition Assess-

ment summary which indicated that 

many structural elements of the 

building are at the end of their useful 

life. Costs projections for minimum 

repairs and replacements were close 

to 2 million in the next 5 years and 

Reports on Council Meetings  
September 17th and October 22nd 
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reach a high level of consensus and 

buy-in and to use the right process 

for congregational decision-making. 

The committee will  consult with 

Southminster United about the deci-

sion-making process they used for 

their redevelopment project. Consid-

erations mentioned included the fact 

that Parkdale is in a position of 

strength and solid finances, not like 

some dwindling congregations for 

whom redevelopment appears the 

only way to carry on. Other big deci-

sions in Parkdale’s history - to 

merge the two founding churches, or 

to build Memorial Hall - were based 

on the perspective of asking “what is 

our mission?” With new sites for 

affordable housing a most pressing 

need in Ottawa, this direction fits 

into Parkdale’s mission of helping 

the most needy. It was agreed that 

we should continue to spend on our 

current building in the next two 

years to ensure safety standards, 

such as repairing the ramp. It was 

decided to rework the wording of the 

PDWG’s recommendation to reflect 

the Council’s concerns and to have 

the vote by email at a later date.  

 

Note: The following recommenda-

tion was approved by Council by 

email on Sept. 26th:  

Recommendation: We 

acknowledge that there is much 

work to be done. In order to continue 

this work, we need a new mandate 

from Council and the congregation 

that will allow us to pursue more in-

depth discussion of how we can bet-

ter live out Parkdale’s mission with 

potential partners, the City, and oth-

3.3 million over ten years. These 

repairs do not include any accessibil-

ity improvements (elevator or acces-

sible washrooms). The view of the 

PDWG is that Parkdale’s mission 

can most sensibly be accomplished 

with demolition and reconstruction. 

Their recommendation is for the 

PSWG to be given a second 2-year 

mandate, starting Nov 3, 2019, in 

order to continue its consultations 

and investigations of costs, partner-

ships, funding options, heritage sta-

tus, zoning requirements etc. and to 

develop a project plan. A budget of 

up to $100K per year would be pro-

vided to undertake contracts for en-

vironmental assessments, zoning 

changes, project planning, etc. In-

cluded in the proposal was a list of 

committee members, including new 

members, with others to be added as 

required, including youth representa-

tives. The proposal, if approved by 

Council, would be brought to the 

congregation on November 3rd.  

 

There was a concern expressed that 

the congregation cannot commit to 

demolition and reconstruction at this 

time, when costs and funding are not 

known. A rough estimate of the cost 

for new construction/redevelopment 

might be around $8 to $10 million, 

depending on partnerships and fund-

ing models. However, this proposal 

is NOT to commit to demolition and 

reconstruction but to give a two-year 

mandate to the committee to develop 

a project plan that would be consid-

ered and voted on in two years. 

  

Council members felt it important to 
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ley, Camille Beaufort, Helen 

Hayes, Barry Hobin, David Ma-

son, Hugh Nelson, Kathleen 

Stephenson, Alexandra Stock-

well – Secretary, Dennis Van 

Staalduinen, youth representa-

tive(s) (TBD) 

 That ongoing maintenance and 

necessary repair of the building 

continue during the period of 

the extended mandate so that 

health and safety standards can 

be met to the extent possible. 
 

Financial Report: Kathleen Ste-

phenson explained that the financial 

position to the end of August is posi-

tive, with a surplus of $18,746. Dis-

bursements are down from last year 

at this time due to the vacancy in the 

Youth and Family Minister position. 

So as of September, we are no long-

er moving investment income every 

month from the Memorial Fund into 

the Operating Fund.   

 

Kathleen also explained a change in 

accounting for the “no barriers” do-

nations (givings to enable everyone 

to participate in church activities 

regardless of their ability to pay). 

Previously, these donations were 

earmarked for a specific activity, 

such as family camp, but when these 

funds were not all used, they were 

put in the General Fund. Now all 

such donations will go into a “No 

Barriers Fund”. There will be a 

“Finance Minute for Mission” to 

explain this to the congregation.  

 

 

ers. We therefore recommend the 

following: 

 That Council and the congrega-

tion give approval to a second 

mandate for Parkdale’s recom-

missioned Property Develop-

ment Working Group so that 

additional consultation and in-

vestigation of costs and implica-

tions can be undertaken. The 

work will include development 

of a project plan in consultation 

with the City of Ottawa, 

CAHDCO, and others, and iden-

tification of potential future 

partners. These could include 

Abbeyfield House, the 

Queensway Daycare, Parkdale 

Food Centre, Christian Hori-

zons, CAHDCO, and others.  

The work we envision will also 

include exploration of possible 

funding sources, e.g. mortgages, 

loans, fundraising, grants and 

contributions from municipal, 

provincial and federal sources.  

 That the second mandate extend 

the work of the Property Devel-

opment Working Group from 

November 3, 2019 until Novem-

ber 3, 2021. 

 That the Working Group be 

provided with a budget of up to 

$100K per year to contract with 

experts for necessary project 

plans and research into environ-

mental assessment, zoning 

changes, etc. 

 That the following Working 

Group members be approved, 

and that others can be added as 

required: Rev. Dr. Anthony Bai-
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EOORC (Eastern Ontario and 

Outaouais Regional Council): Beth 

Gutsell said that she and Alcris will 

attend the next meeting on Oct. 5th. 

 

Alcris mentioned that she was con-

tacted again by Compassionate Otta-

wa because the church they had cho-

sen, Emmanuel United, had can-

celled their participation in their 

project. She will get more infor-

mation and bring the new request 

again to Council. 

 

Anthony spoke of the Collaborative 

Justice Program’s meetings about 

the rehabilitation of the young man 

who defaced our building, as well as 

mosques and synagogues, in 2016. 

He is nearing the end of his proba-

tion period. It was reported that he is 

remorseful for these actions, moving 

forward in a positive way and is 

grateful for the high quality con-

struction workboots that Parkdale’s 

Men’s Breakfast Group provided to 

him for his job.  

 

Anthony was approached by Theatre 

of the Beat, touring with a play about 

sexual assault in the context of 

church communities, which is co-

written by a Parkdale member, Me-

gan Piercey Monafu. Council decid-

ed that Parkdale could not host this 

play during the last week of October, 

due to our other major events, in-

cluding Celebrating our Cultures 

and the Yuletide Bazaar.  

 

Kathleen closed the meeting in pray-

er.  

Committee and staff reports 

In addition to the regular written 

reports, the following items were 

discussed. 

 

Worship Ctee: Barbara Faught re-

ported that a new Berlinger digital 

mixer with a 32 channel board was 

ordered to replace the 20-year-old 

board that recently failed during a 

service, at a cost of $6,000. The 

church list is missing some phone 

numbers and/or emails so it would 

be good to post a notice again in the 

bulletin. Two requests regarding 

liturgy were received: a change in a 

line of the Lord’s prayer, if agreed 

upon, will be addressed by Anthony 

in a sermon. It was agreed to have 

more variety - various tunes and 

hymns - in the doxology following 

the offering. The Communion sched-

uled for Dec. 1 has been re-

scheduled to Nov. 24th. The Chil-

dren’s choir will sing about 5 times 

in the coming year and the Senior 

choir will have a Christmas gospel 

music workshop in November. They 

are also looking into acquiring new, 

lighter gowns.  

 

Communications: Carolynn Halkett 

said the website is still in process of 

being updated by committee mem-

bers. When asked if a paid contract 

could be offered in order to speed up 

the process, she said that they will 

consider doing that if no progress is 

made in October. 
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October 22, 2019  

The meeting began with David Odu-

modu leading a devotion of praise 

and joy for God’s intricate wonders. 

We had readings from scripture, a 

prayer and two hymns “For the 

Beauty of the Earth” and “Joyful, 

Joyful, We Adore You”. 

 

Search Committee Update: Barba-

ra Faught reported that clarification 

is being sought from the EOORC 

regarding what would need to 

change in the job description and 

process if we wanted to hire a con-

gregationally designated minister 

from another denomination. Paul 

will contact St-Andrews Presbyteri-

an regarding their youth minister 

and possibility of sharing some 

hours. Barbara will contact 

Kitchissippi’s youth minister who is 

coming to the end of her contract. A 

search through the U.C. Church Hub 

for current ministers looking for a 

change resulted in only 4 people, 

none of whom had experience with 

youth. The position is currently ad-

vertised in Broadview, in Church 

Hub and on our website. The discus-

sion that followed touched on: the 

frequency of Search Committee 

meetings (next one in 3 weeks); the 

fact that our church is under the au-

thority of regional governance 

(EOORC) and needs to follow U.C. 

hiring rules; the current need for 

pastoral support to families being 

provided in the interim by Alcris and 

Anthony; that we should NOT ex-

pect current arrangements with Ca-

mille to be a long-term solution. It 

was suggested that the committee 

meet with the EOORC youth minis-

ter as a resource to help with the 

search. 

 

PDWG recommendation and Spe-

cial Congregational Meeting: Hel-

en explained the group’s prepara-

tions for the Nov. 3rd Congregational 

Meeting. The new document has 

been reorganised to put the Recom-

mendation at the beginning and to 

add highlights of the Building As-

sessment Report as an annex. The 

document will be distributed by con-

gregational email, together with an 

invitation to the Nov. 3rd meeting. 

Copies will also be available the 

previous Sunday, Oct. 26th.  

 

The process for the Special Meeting 

will be as follows: quorum is at least 

20 people; Barry Hobin will make a 

short presentation. Kathleen Ste-

phenson will move the recommenda-

tion, followed by a question and an-

swer period and discussion. The vote 

will be by printed ballot, and votes 

will be  counted by a neutral person 

(or two persons). The printed ballot 

will ask people to indicate whether 

they are a member, an adherent or 

other (e.g. from the neighbourhood ). 

 

Council members discussed the rea-

son why people are asked to identify 

their category, and why non-

members can vote. Anthony said it is 

a requirement of the U.C. Manual 

that anyone present at a congrega-

tional meeting has the right to vote. 

The Committee feels it would be 
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helpful as we move forward to know 

how many voters present were mem-

bers.  

 

Nominations for the 2020 Council: 

Peter Meerburg said he would be 

reminding all Council members to 

advise him of their intentions about 

participating in the 2020 Council. 

There followed a discussion on vol-

unteerism and what we could do to 

help new people get involved in 

Council. Suggestions included ask-

ing individuals we think might be 

good candidates and having a more 

open process of informing everyone 

of committees and Council man-

dates. This is already done at the 

New Members Breakfast, and short 

descriptions of positions are on the 

website. We could also have a Mi-

nute for Mission to describe particu-

lar positions that need to be filled; 

bring back the committee infor-

mation tables at Rallye Sunday each 

year; have a committee co-chair po-

sition for one year ,where the chair-

in-waiting can learn the ropes and 

move into the chair and Council 

member position the following year.  

 

Finance – Overview of Financial 

Position: Kathleen Stephenson ex-

plained that our financial position to 

the end of September is a positive 

one. The deficit position is $10,500, 

while in the last three years at this 

time it was between $64,000 and 

$90,000. We continue to transfer 

money from operations to invest-

ment, and to leave the interest in 

investments instead of transferring it 

to operations. For next year’s budg-

et, committee chairs should have 

their budget numbers ready by the 

next Council meeting at the end of 

November. The Finance Commit-

tee’s budget meeting will be held on 

Dec. 4th.  

 

Committee Reports 

In addition to written reports,  

Mission, Outreach and Justice 

(MOJ): Faye Beaufort thanked 

Alcris for her help with the success-

ful Celebrating Our Cultures even-

ing.  

 

Trustees: Helen Hayes reported the 

planned purchase of a new humidifi-

er for the sanctuary, which was one 

of the recommendations of the 

Building Assessment Report. 

 

Communications: A request was 

made to send a photo of Parkdale 

church to the EOORC website sec-

tion for member churches. Regard-

ing Parkdale’s website, the Com-

mittee members who know Word-

Press and had been enthusiastic 

about updating the site are now una-

vailable to do so. Options are to hire 

a consultant or go back to Algonquin 

College that designed our new site 

framework. Carolynn will look into 

possible consultants.  

 

Staff reports 

Anthony reported he just came back 

from Kingston, where he made two 

presentations on white privilege and 

racial justice at the Queen’s U The-

ology Alumni Conference. He men-
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tioned that the Ignite group for 25 to 

35-ish-year-olds is starting next 

week with 8 participants. He also 

mentioned that the restorative justice 

project begun 3 years ago has ended 

successfully. 

    

Alcris reminded us of the Pastoral 

Care Week activities, including the 

Healing Service, Congregational 

prayers for each other, and Dinner 

for 8-ish. 

Next meetings will be on November 

26th (devotion by Peter Meerburg) 

and on January 28th (devotion by 

Barbara Faught). 

 

Garth ended the meeting in prayer. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Peltier, a Canadian activist for clean water 
 

Autumn Peltier was the only Canadian to be in-

cluded in the recently released BBC’s 2019 list of 

100 most influential women around the world. She 

lives in the unceded Anishnabe territory of Mani-

toulin Island in Northern Ontario. 

 

In September 2019, Autumn was invited to speak 

at the UN Secretary General’s Climate Action 

Summit in New York, together with Greta Thurn-

berg. 

 

Autumn Peltier has been campaigning for clean drinking water for indige-

nous people in Canada since she was just eight years old. This year, at 14, 

she was named Chief Water Commissioner for the Anishinabek Nation, tak-

ing on the role from her great-aunt Josephine Mandamin. 

 
“One day I will be an ancestor, and I want my great-
grandchildren to know I advocated for them so they can have 
clean drinking water and have a future.” 

 
Submitted by Elise Mennie 
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Psalm 42 

As the deer pants for the wa-

ter so my soul longs for you 

 

You alone are my heart's 

desire and I long to worship 

you 

 

You alone are my strength, 

my shield, to you alone may 

my spirit yield 

 

You alone are my heart's 

desire and I long to worship 

you 

Choir’s Anthem: A Servant's Blessing, (Drennan Parker) on Oct. 27th 

Gloria Goodine singing “As the 

deer pants” on Oct. 27th 
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 We enjoy meeting you and being together in ministry. Parkdale’s 
congregation responds to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings by: 
 
 

 

Uniting in joyful worship as an 

act of praise and gratitude, for in-

spiration and guidance 

 
 

Providing learning opportunities 
for the Christian way of life and 

to enhance  

Biblical literacy 

 

 

Supporting each other through  

pastoral care and concern 

 
Reaching out to people in need 

Promoting justice 

 

Praying for guidance,  

wisdom, and support. 


