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EDITORIAL BOARD 
Editor this issue: Elise Mennie 
Proofreader: Isabelle Duncan 

 
Contributors: Ruth Whitney, An-

thony Bailey, Susan Mailer, Val 
Hum, Kathryn Meerburg, Judy 

Hamley, Hepsy Griffiths, Camille 

Beaufort, Faye Beaufort, Elaine 
West, Jaylyn Wong, Helen Hayes, 

Jennifer Payne, Carol Diamond, 
John Harewood, Ellen Andrews 
 
Many thanks and keep those 
contributions coming!! 

 
We are always looking for new 
ideas, volunteers and submis-
sions. We reserve the right to edit, 
condense or reject submissions, but 
will try to find space for all. 
 
Next issue: October 2019  
Editor next issue: Danica Rogers 
 
Send submissions to:  
messenger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
or the church office by September 
15th 

IMPORTANT: When submitting photos to the Messenger, please ensure you 

have asked permission of the individuals if their faces are clearly recognizable. 

They should know that an electronic PDF version of the Messenger is posted to 

the Parkdale website.  
See: http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions 



3 

 

 

Some of you might remember 
the movie that was released in 
1984 entitled “The Neverend-
ing Story”. It was a story writ-
ten originally in German for 
adults by Michael Ende. It was 
made into a movie that quickly 
became a favourite among 
children and youth…well, and 
adults too.  
 
The story revolves around a 
boy named Bastian who is 
about nine or ten. He is very 
shy and has retreated into 
books as a refuge from his ne-
glecting father and rather 
painful and awkward interac-
tions with his peers. It is while 
running from a bullying event 
with some of these peers that 
he stumbles into an antique 
shop owned by Carl. Bastian 
becomes engrossed in a book 
called Fantasia. He steals the 
book and takes it home to read 
in his attic. As he reads, Bas-
tian is more and more en-
thralled but becomes terrified 
when he realizes that the story 
he is reading cannot proceed 
without his participation.  
 
The protagonist in the book, 
Atreyu, is a boy about the 
same age as Bastian. However, 

Atreyu 
is a 
brave 
warrior 
who has 
been 
sent by 
the ill 
Empress to find a cure for her 
illness as well as for the 
Nothing that is slowly con-
suming the whole land. Atreyu 
– through a very imaginative 
literary move – asks the read-
er Bastian to help him and to 
enter the story. At first Bas-
tian resists, but then with 
some trepidation he jumps 
into the story line and in effect 
significantly impacts the un-
folding of the story. As he 
moves back and forth between 
these two “worlds” he discov-
ers new courage and confi-
dence, confronts his fears, 
learns to trust and all of this 
ends up diverting a plot line 
that was heading pell-mell in-
to disaster. As a result, this 
partnership with Atreyu issues 
in a positive ending for Fanta-
sia.  
 
I believe that this story has 
something to say to us this 
September and beyond. It is 

Message from the Minister 
“Jumping In”  
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an intriguing metaphor for the 
life of Christian faith. God is 
undertaking the work of 
mending, blessing, saving and 
stewarding the world. There 
are forces at work seeking to 
undermine the work of God. 
Jesus has come and has 
taught and modeled whom we 
are to trust and how we are to 
get involved in the story of 
this trustworthy God. For his 
faithfulness, Jesus was cruci-
fied. But God raised him from 
death and he is alive. The 
Spirit of God beckons us, like 
Atreyu, to also discover new 
courage and confidence, and 
to jump into the story of God’s 
mission to the world in this 
present time. For it is true 
that our faithful participation 
in this story of God’s love, 
God’s justice, God’s trans-
forming grace for all, actually 
makes a positive impact in 
this neighbourhood and the 
world. 
 
Parkdale United Church’s Vi-
sion/Mission Statement 
reads: “To form followers of 
Jesus in such a way as to 
transform our community 
and our world. Parkdale’s 
congregation will respond to 
God’s call and Jesus’ teaching 
by: uniting in joyful worship 
as an act of praise and grati-

tude, for inspiration and 
guidance; providing learning 
opportunities for the Chris-
tian way of life and to en-
hance Biblical literacy; sup-
porting one another through 
pastoral care and concern; 
reaching out to people in 
need; promoting justice; and 
praying for guidance, wisdom 
and support.” 
 
Over the past couple of years 
we have been in a discernment 
conversation with each other 
and with God, regarding our 
future as a congregation, and 
the physical space in which we 
gather and exercise ministry. 
God’s story for the world and 
for Parkdale United Church’s 
role in this story is still unfold-
ing. By faith, I believe we are 
being invited and challenged 
to wrestle together in prayer, 
conversation, discernment, 
silence and courage to ‘jump 
into’ the story of God that is 
presently being written for us 
and by us.  
 
Someone once wrote: 
  Nothing counts more in the 
way we live than what we 
believe about God. 
 
I believe that God is with us all 
the way. I believe that deep 
down all of us desire to live 
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authentically and in whole-
ness. Sure we have doubts 
and setbacks. However, as 
followers of Jesus we see in 
the life, testimony and teach-
ing of Jesus the manner in 
which our true desires can be 
best fulfilled. September is 
upon us; that time of ‘post-
vacation’ return to school and 
certain routines, as well as 
‘signing up for this and that 
class or activity’. How about: 
let us together, “sign up” 
again to live well and faithful-
ly in the way of Jesus. 
 
In a daily devotional by Eu-
gene Peterson, one of the of-
ferings is entitled Living 
Well. His Message transla-
tion of Psalm 119:27 reads: 
 
  “Help me understand these 
things inside and out so I can 
ponder   your miracle-
wonders.”  
 
He goes on to write: 
  “What do Bible stories tell us 
about living this human life 
well,  living it totally? Pri-
marily and mostly they tell 
us that it means   dealing with 
God. It means dealing with a 
lot of other things as  well…
but always, at the forefront 
and in the background of   cir-
cumstances, events, and peo-
ple, it’s God.” 

I have become even more con-
vinced that there is no more 
glorious journey than the jour-
ney of faith and spiritual 
questing. Risking with humili-
ty and courage and wisdom, 
engagement with the people 
and the things that matter to 
God. The witness of Jesus and 
ever-present power of God’s 
Spirit helps us enact together 
the blessing God intends for 
this world that God so loves. 
Let’s get on with it. Let’s deal 
with God together. 
 
Anthony 
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Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
Beginning September 10, we will begin a pil-
grimage through the wild, weird, inspiring, 
maddening, beautiful, comforting, transforma-
tive, untameable gift that is the Bible. Each 

week we will be engaged by one or more scripture passages, or a 
particular book in the Bible. Assisted by God’s Spirit, we will dis-
cover some of the messy and surprising blessings that are forth-
coming in Scripture when we welcome the freedom of God that is 
found in the texts. Intrigued? Come and join us; 9:30am on Tues-
day mornings. Led by Anthony. 
 
Wednesday Evening Faith Formation Gathering 
Beginning September 11, we will begin a seven-week journey with 
bestselling author and pastor John Ortberg, us-
ing his new small group resource: When the 
Game is Over It All Goes Back in the Box. It is 
an invitation to live with an “eternal perspec-
tive” as a way of navigating the journey of life. It 
has to do with practical faith and life in the 
Kingdom of God. There is a participant’s guide 
for the series that costs $8.00. There are 25 cop-
ies. We will meet in the Ladies’ Parlour at 
7:15pm each Wednesday evening from Sept. 11 
to October 23. Led by Anthony. 
 

Faith Formation and Fellowship for 
Young Adults 
A six-week gathering exploring how the various 
“playlists” in our lives and in our world impact 
us. The resource is called “A New Playlist: 
Hearing Jesus in a Noisy World”. Details re-
garding dates and meeting time to be an-
nounced in consultation with those who are in-
terested. Please contact Anthony if you are in-
terested in this group experience. 
(abailey@trytel.com) 
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Proper 17 (22) - September 1, 2019 

   - Jeremiah 2:4-13 and Psalm 81:1, 10-16 

   - Sirach 10:12-18 or Proverbs 25:6-7 and Psalm 112 

   - Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

   - Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 

Proper 18 (23) - September 8, 2019 

   - Jeremiah 18:1-11 and Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

   - Deuteronomy 30:15-20 and Psalm 1 

   - Philemon 1:1-21 

   - Luke 14:25-33 

 

Proper 19 (24) - September 15, 2019 

   - Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 and Psalm 14 

   - Exodus 32:7-14 and Psalm 51:1-10 

   - 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

   - Luke 15:1-10 

 

Proper 20 (25) - September 22, 2019 

   - Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 and Psalm 79:1-9 

   - Amos 8:4-7 and Psalm 113 

   - 1 Timothy 2:1-7 

   - Luke 16:1-13 

 

Proper 21 (26) - September 29, 2019 

   - Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 and Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 

   - Amos 6:1a, 4-7 and Psalm 146 

   - 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

   - Luke 16:19-31 

 
LECTIONARY FOR SEPTEMBER 
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Mark your calendars! 
 

Images & Stories Returns  
– Ladies’ Parlour 

Friday, September 27
th

  
The season starts with our Betty 

Gittens speaking on her remark-

able Camino trek. Then mark the 

following dates in your calendar: 

Friday October 25, November 

29, January 31, February 28, and 

then March 27 ends the series. 

 

Celebrating our Cultures 
& International Cuisines 
– Saturday, October 19, 
2019 at 5:30 PM – Join us as 

we focus on the diverse number 

of cultures we have here at Park-

dale United Church.  More infor-

mation to come as plans unfold. 

Amnesty International 
Write for Rights at Park-
dale, Dec. 8, 2019 from 
12:30 – 3:30. Last year the 

first “Write for Rights” took 

place in our church. Each year 

on or around International Hu-

man Rights Day, millions of 

Amnesty International support-

ers around the world  gather to 

write letters in support of victims 

of human rights. Join us Dec. 8th 

to support these victims. 

Update on Elsa & Family - 
Refugees from Ethiopia  
If you recall, they landed in Otta-

wa from Sudan on November 15, 

2018, the afternoon before our 

first snowfall—a really heavy 

snowfall—and then it turned 

freezing cold. Well, after the long 

harsh winter, the hot summer ar-

rived. You can imagine their sur-

prise to find that Ottawa could be 

hot—never mind that hot!   

 

During the summer, while the 

others had no interest in swim-

ming, the youngest, Temesgen, 

has enjoyed much swimming 

with instructions from Jenni and 

Elaine. The eldest son, Yaret, has 

enjoyed riding one of the two 

bicyles 

donated to 

them. 

Temesgen 

has yet to 

learn and 

the ladies 

do not 

want to 

ride. They 

all attend-

ed 3 weeks 

of fun 

summer 

school - 

each one 

Mission, Outreach and Justice Committee 
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of them at a different location. 

They enjoyed Canada Day and 

walking along the Canal.  

 

On a bright sunny afternoon, 

about 10 of us enjoyed a lovely 

picnic at Britannia Park. Now 

they are getting ready for school 

once more. Mother Elsa and 

daughter Tadelechi will continue 

their ESL classes at Bayshore 

High School, with extra lessons 

from Viga (a friend of friends at 

Parkdale). Yaret, continues at 

Woodroffe High School. 

Temesgen, now 12, will be mov-

ing to the Public Board; however, 

we are still waiting to learn which 

school he will attend. They are all 

advancing well in speaking Eng-

lish, particularly Temesgen.  

   

We are seeking full-time employ-

ment for Elsa and part-time em-

ployment for the two adult chil-

dren as they learn English. If you 

have any leads, please let Rev. 

Bailey (abailey@trytel.com) or 

me (fbeaufort@bell.com) know. 

 

They continue to express their 

gratitude to their Parkdale family 

and their joy at being in Canada. 

We hope to have the family join 

us on our BBQ Sunday. 

 

(Submitted by Faye Beaufort)  

 

 

 

Temesgen at his Grade 6 graduation  
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On August 4, 2019, we welcomed for baptism little Ava Melissa 

Hawryliw, daughter of Scott Hawryliw and Kenna Bromley, and 

grandchild of Ann Tompkins.  

Baptisms 
On June 9th, 2019, 

Kayleigh Amelia 

Nickara Gittens was 

baptized at Parkdale, 

with Rev. Bailey 

and Rev. Limongi 

officiating. 

Kayleigh’s  mother 

is Renae Excell and 

father is Kurleigh 

Gittens. 
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The Rose  
 

By Ruth Whitney 

 

The rose arrived in all its glory; 

First the bud began its story. 

As it opened up its eyes 

It saw the world, for it was wise. 

 

As it unfurled its petals fine, 

Coloured as a vintage wine, 

It looked around and it did see, 

So tall and proud, an ancient 

tree. 

 

The two discussed the tree’s great truth, 

The ancient one and newborn youth. 

  Both desired the world to know 

  That love is what all life does sow. 

 

 The tree reached down its bough so mild 

 And gently it caressed the child. 

  The loving tenderness it showed 

 Was peace, and so the rose, it glowed. 

 

 The loving God that in both shines 

 Is the same one that life defines. 

 By listening to God’s awesome truth 

 We too can learn, for we’re that youth. 
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Welcome Back!  

 

Sunday school classes begin 

September 15.  

Parkdale’s Sunday school wel-

comes children ages 3 & up. It 

takes place during the service 

(after the children’s story).   

 

Children meet in the lower 

hall Sunday school rooms and 

are divided into the following 

classes: Godly Play (ages 4-6) 

meet in the Blue Room, and 

Grades 2-5 in the Orange 

Room.   

 

Youth in Grades 6-8 and 9-12 

are invited to join a weekly 

discussion group.  

 

Building Community 

Through Play  

Throughout the year, children 

and youth are invited to stay 

after church or  meet up on 

Sunday evenings to participate 

in group activities. We have 

the following groups that meet 

up: 

 Kids Club (JK through 8 

yrs; parents welcome to 

stay) 

 Junior Youth (Grades 3-6) 

 Senior Youth (Grades 7+) 

 

Faith Formation for children, youth,  
young adults and Ignite! 

 
For additional information about these programs, please 
contact Camille Beaufort: ce@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

Thank you! 
Summer Sunday school 

A big “thank you” to the 

many volunteers who provid-

ed an enjoyable Sunday 

school experience! The chil-

dren met in the lower hall 

“Orange Room” for videos, 

crafts, board games, activities 

and snacks. They also had 

some fun playing ball in the 

gym and hanging out with 

their friends.    
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College and Career 2.0: 

Geared towards those out of 

high school, either at college 

or university or  new to ex-

ploring the world of work. 

Young adults meet to hear 

God’s word as they share their 

struggles and fears. This is an 

opportunity to develop posi-

tive relationships with fellow 

students/workers, a place 

where you can feel understood 

and have your own communi-

ty.  

Dates: TBD.  Please let Ca-

mille know if you are interest-

ed!  

 

 

 

 

 

IGNITE!  

Bible study, fun and fellow-

ship for adults (ages 25ish-

35ish). Find community 

through life’s transitions, sup-

port one another in our faith 

journey and be inspired to 

grow and serve the Lord.  

Dates: TBD. Please let Ca-

mille know if you are interest-

ed!  

 

Upcoming events—Mark your calendars! 

SUNDAY SEPT 15 

Rally Sunday and “Welcome 

Back” BBQ  

Come join us for a BBQ lunch 

after service to celebrate being 

in community again after a 

wonderful summer!  Dona-

tions gratefully accepted with 

additional funds in support of 

Parkdale's children and youth 

ministry. Please contact Ca-

mille at 

ce@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

or 819-455-9281 if you can 

help with set-up, serving, or 

tidying up.  

  

SUNDAY SEPT 22, 

12:00-1:00 

Kids’ Clothing and Toy Swap  
In the gym (Memorial Hall). If 

you have clothing, shoes, toys, 

books, etc. for babies, children 

or youth, please bring them to 

put out between 9:30-10:30 am. 

After worship, everyone is wel-

come to browse and take items 

for free. Invite a friend, or pick 

up some things for someone 

you know! Please contact 

Jaylyn Wong for questions 

(jaylynanddave@rogers.com). 
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CONFIRMATION CLASSES:  

Confirmation Classes will be 

offered this fall. If you would 

like to mentor a youth during 

this important journey, please 

let us know. Dates: TBD 

 

COFFEE SHOP:  

Please visit our youth-run cof-

fee shop for treats, snacks and 

light lunches. Sunday dates 

this fall are: 

 October 6 

 November 3  

 and December 15. 

 

JUNIOR CHOIR 
(For children and youth aged 7 

& up) 

Meets Sundays after the ser-

vice from 12:15 to 1:00. 

Starts Sunday, September 22. 

For information or to join, 

please contact Carol Diamond  

caroldiamond-

music@gmail.com 

 

SAVE THE DATES! 

Please mark these future dates 

in your calendar. More infor-

mation is forthcoming.   

 

Children’s Christmas Pag-

eant  - Sunday, December 8, 

2019, during the service. 
 

Gracefield CONGREGA-

TIONAL Camp Weekend 

June 26-28, 2020. It’s not just 

tents! Cabins and lodge ac-

commodations will be availa-

ble. 
 

Parkdale Camp Awesome - 

July 20-24, 2020 (tentative 

date). 
 
 

Upcoming events—Mark your calendars! (Cont.) 

Junior Choir  on June 9th , accom-
panied by Rob Hilkes on flute and 
Carol Diamond on piano. 

mailto:caroldiamondmusic@gmail.com
mailto:caroldiamondmusic@gmail.com


15 

 

Would you work with a small 

group of children or youth? 

We are looking for volunteers 

to:  

- teach knitting 

- play chess and checkers 

- be a reading buddy 

- help with holiday craft       

projects, or 

- baking and cooking. 

 

Do you have a free evening 

every couple of months? If 

you can help with babysit-

ting, we can offer parents a 

“date night”. Perfect for 

grandparents, youth and those 

who just enjoy hanging out 

and playing board games.  

 

Attention writers! We have 

some budding storytellers who 

could use your encouragement 

and support with Bible story 

projects and personal creative 

writing.  

 

Theatre and tech support 

buffs – the children and youth 

sometimes create skits, per-

form plays, and act out scrip-

ture passages. Perfect if you 

are interested in an occasional 

theatrical dive into the Bible.   

 

Guitar, piano players and 

other musicians: support our 

Sunday school teachers 

through musical accompani-

ment. We will provide the 

songs and the voices!   

 

Help “prepare God’s people 

for works of sevice” (Ephesian 

4:12) as a Sunday school 

teacher assistant or teacher. 
Everything is provided: lesson 

plans, activities, training, sup-

port and assistance. Choose to 

help out once a month, bi-

weekly, or weekly for a ses-

sion of 4 or 6 weeks, or a sea-

son.    

How can you help? Volunteers needed 
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 Gracefield Weekend Camp — June 2019   
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Campers enjoyed many activities, in-

cluding water sports, crafts, sing-

alongs, campfires and games. The 

youth prepared and led the Sunday 

morning worship service in the beauti-

ful outdoor chapel. 
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More photos from  

Gracefield Camp 2019 
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If you would like your birthday to be 

a secret and your name taken off the 

list, or if your name was not included 

and you would like it to be added, 

please let the office know.  

3rd   Camrynn Haynes 

5th   Liam Praamsma 

5th   Tianna Beaufort-Bradley 

8th   Liz Harrison 

9th   Maxim Beaufort-Bradley 

9th   Dineo Molepo-Stearns 

10th   Marion Baird 

11th Kevin Bosch 

16th Mirriam Lanyom 

16th Freda Sutton 

20th   Ubong (Mike) Akpan 

21th   Samantha Larabie 

22th Maija Duncan 

22th   Elsie Harman 

22th   Riley Strangemore 

28th   John King 

29th   Gail Thain 

 

 

 

  

Birthdays in September 

Our warmest greetings to: 

Parkdale Book Club  

 

2019-2020 Selections  

 

Sept 22: The Break  

by Katherena Vermette 

Oct 22: The Boat People  

by Sharon Bala 

Nov 17: When All is Said and 

Done by Anne Griffin 

Jan  26: The Tattooist of  

Auschwitz by Heather Morris 

Feb 23: A Deadly Divide  

by Ausma Zehanat 

Mar 22: Selected Stories by  

Anton Checkhov   

Apr 19: Bush Runner: The Ad-

ventures of Pierre Esprit  

Radisson by Mark Bourrie 

May 24: Agent Running in the 

Field by John Le Carré 

All Welcome! 
Meet in the Ladies Parlour after 
church on Book Club days. 
Bring a lunch if you wish. 
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June 9th—THANK YOU SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS! 

On June 9th, Camille Beaufort recognised and thanked all the Sunday school teachers. 

Then Camille was given a standing ovation and flowers to thank her for her outstanding 

leadership of the Christian Education Program. The worship service closed with a blessing 

in movement offered by Moving in Spirit.  
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Parkdale Kids Clothing and Toy Swap  

Sunday September 22nd 

 

Everyone welcome! 
 

The Swap will be held after the 

service on Sunday, September 

22nd in Memorial Hall. People 

are invited to put out clothing, 

shoes, toys, books, equipment, 

etc. for babies, children and 

youth before the church ser-

vice, from 9:30-10:30 AM. All 

interested people may come 

and take items they want for free after the service, from 

12:00-1:00 PM. Drop by on your way home! Invite a 

friend, or pick up some items for someone you know! 

 

All items should be in good condition. Leftovers can be 

left for the rummage sale the following week. If you 

have any questions or can help with set-up or tear-

down, please contact Jaylyn Wong 

(jaylynanddave@rogers.com). 
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Remembering 
 

Please keep the families of the 

following loved ones in your 

prayers: 

 

Hales Jones Hughes, sister of Hepsy Griffith 

Wayne Baird, cousin of Leonard, Stan and David Baird 

Gary Sealy, life partner of Hugh Nelson 

Jayne Foley 

Dr. Marcel Beckford 

Norma Earl 

 
Congratulations! 

 

Best wishes to Kristin and Derek 

McParland on the birth of their daughter, 

Evann (Evie) June, who was born on 

June 28th, weighing 8 lbs 5 oz. Evie is a 

little sister for Hattie Elizabeth.       

Evie’s Nana, Liz Harrrison, is thrilled to have two beau-

tiful granddaughters to love. Congratulations to you all. 
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Parkdale’s Fall 

Rummage Sale  
 

Saturday,  
September 28th  
9 a.m. to 12 noon  
 

 
Helpers would be appreciated!   

 
We are looking for: good clean used clothing, kitch-
enware and household items, books, LPs, CDs, toys 
and games, and sports equipment. No TVs, comput-
er equipment or large furniture please.  
 
Mark items clearly “Rummage Sale” and leave them 
at the door to Memorial Hall. Please drop items off 
by Thursday, September 26th, 2019.  
 
If you can help with setting up, selling or cleaning up 
afterwards, please contact Valerie Hum at 613-728-

8830 or by e-mail at va-
lerie.hum@rogers.com.  
 
If you need help getting items 
to the church, please contact 
Don in the church office at 613
-728-8656.  
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Report of Council Meeting—June 4, 2019 

The meeting convened at 7:10. 

Devotions were led by Kathleen 

Stephenson, who read the familiar 

story of Zacchaeus from Luke 

19:1-10. She referred to it as a 

story about a ‘guest’ that was re-

lated to a broader theme of hospi-

tality. She then distributed copies 

of The Guest House, a poem by a 

15th century mystic, for us to dis-

cuss in groups of two. This was 

followed by a roundtable discus-

sion of the poem, during which 

Parkdale was identified as a ‘guest 

house’, given its long history of 

serving the community, from Ot-

tawa Neighbourhood Services, in 

1931, to In From the Cold today.  

Kathleen closed the time of devo-

tion with prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

After the approval of the agenda 

and previous minutes, the subject 

of clapping during worship arose 

from the last meeting. It was noted 

that, although there had been some 

slight response by the congrega-

tion to subtle suggestions that 

clapping is not always appropriate, 

more work is required on this 

front. The Worship Committee 

was asked to develop a strategy 

for educating the congregation on 

when applause is appropriate.   

 

HELP (Healthy End of Life 

Project) 

Council welcomed Pamela 

Grassau from Carleton University 

and Norman Tape from Compas-

sionate Ottawa, who presented 

the Healthy End of Life Project

(HELP): Offering and Providing, 

Asking and Accepting Help. The 

three-year research project aims 

to explore and document the 

ways that community health cen-

tres and faith communities reach 

out and care for people with frail-

ty, chronic and advanced illness, 

end of life and bereavement. The 

case study design would include 

two health centres and two faith 

communities. The purpose of the 

discussion with Council was to 

determine if Parkdale was willing 

to be considered as one of the 

faith communities participating in 

the project, which would begin in 

the Fall. The objectives of the 

project appeared to align well 

with Parkdale’s mission. If Park-

dale were to participate, Mary 

McLeod offered to fill the role of 

the Pastoral Team Member who 

would sit on the project’s adviso-

ry council. A part-time staff per-

son, paid by the project and hired 

by Carleton, but chosen by Park-

dale, would co-ordinate the work, 

which would include meetings, 
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workshops and networking. 

Concerns were expressed about 

volunteer capacity, additional 

workload on staff, and the need 

to not duplicate the work of ex-

isting social service agencies. 

Both Anthony and Alcris were 

supportive of the project objec-

tives. After considerable discus-

sion, Council decided to com-

municate its interest in partici-

pating as one of the HELP pro-

ject’s faith community sites. 

(NOTE: On June 21st, a letter 

from Pamela Grassau indicated 

that Parkdale was NOT chosen 

as one of the 2 faith community 

sites, because of a number of 

considerations to ensure that the 

two sites reflected different de-

nominations, geographical areas, 

priority areas, etc. However, she 

foresees other possible collabo-

ration in the future, for example 

between our In From the Cold 

program and a Palliative Care 

Peer Outreach program that has 

been piloted in rooming houses.)  

 

Redevelopment – Congregation-

al Approval Process  

Helen Hayes led the discussion on 

this item, which was to seek 

Council’s advice on how to seek 

congregational approval of the 

recommendation that the Property 

Development Working Group 

plans to present to Council in Oc-

tober. If Council approval is re-

ceived, the next step would be to 

seek congregational approval. The 

Property Development Working 

Group (PDWG) aims to have an 

approval process decided upon and 

communicated to members before 

we get to that stage. Ideally, we 

should determine a process for all 

foreseeable stages, and make each 

one known in advance. Although 

the PDWG has not yet drafted an 

actual recommendation, it is quite 

confident in the overall direction, 

and is seeking approval for specific 

discussions with potential partners, 

the City, various levels of govern-

ment and technical experts with a 

view to developing a business plan 

and costing. There ensued consid-

erable discussion, and we reached 

no conclusions on the questions 

posed: who should be invited to 

vote (members, adherents, etc.), if/

how to include people who are 

unable to attend church, the thresh-

old (51%, 75%, or higher), etc. It 

was agreed that there are many 

things to consider and agree upon 

before this important congregation-

al meeting, and no conclusions 

were reached at this meeting. The 

Council referred consideration of 

the approval process to the PDWG, 

who will formulate a suggestion 

for the Council to consider in the 

coming weeks/months, in a special 

meeting if necessary. Helen will 

contact Southminster United 

Church to ascertain how they man-

aged congregational approval for 

their redevelopment. 

 

Search Committee 

There was no update. It was noted 

that The Hub now appears to be 
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accessible, but the ad has to be 

vetted before it can be posted.  

 

Finances 

Kathleen Stephenson tabled the 

financial summary to the end of 

April 2019.   

 

Committee and Staff Reports 

Written reports had been re-

ceived, which are summarized 

here. 

 

Anthony: The worship theme this 

summer is “Wisdom is seeking 

us”. Anthony reported on two bap-

tisms, one held in April and one in 

June, as well as four funerals in 

May and June. Chapel Commun-

ion services at local senior care 

homes are suspended for the sum-

mer. In his ongoing support of 

committees, Anthony noted partic-

ularly the refugee support team 

and the Property Development 

Working Group. His speaking en-

gagements included: May 25 –   

panelist on “Countering Xenopho-

bia: Interfaith Perspectives in North 

America” at the Intercultural Dia-

logue Institute Iftar Dinner in Otta-

wa; May 28 – Delivered a presenta-

tion on the “Invention of the Myth 

of Race” to the National Capital 

Peace Council monthly gathering. 

On June 3, he attended a meeting of 

Crime Prevention Ottawa at City 

Hall, of which he is a board mem-

ber. He planned for Habitat for Hu-

manity a July 3 interfaith volunteer 

day for faith leaders– hopefully this 

one will not be cancelled as the two 

previous ones were.  

 

Alcris: She was not at the meeting 

because she was participating in a 

conference, ‘Between The Altar and 

The World: Interpreting Life Liturgi-

cally,’ at Pittsburg Theological Sem-

inary, organized by the Presbyterian 

Church in the USA. The theme in-

volves pastoral care, worship and 

social justice. In her written report, 

Alcris noted the work of the Pastoral 

Care Committee, the Prayer Shawl 

Group and the Prayer Group in im-

pacting the lives of many. The Can-

cer Prayer Group that meets every 

Friday has expanded its intercession 

from Parkdale members to include 

many more friends and relatives who 

are living with cancer. During Lent, 

there was good participation in writ-

ing El Camino reflections, the Can-

cer Prayer Chain, and the Lenten 

Study Series based on Matthew 25. 

Alcris’ work in the larger church 

included: co-facilitating three racial 

justice mandatory workshops for the 

Vocations Committee; being a theo-

logical reflector, along with our 

Moderator, the Very Rev. Richard 

Bott, for an event on racial justice at 

Trinity United Church; interfaith 

work with Compassionate Ottawa, 

offering Parkdale hospitality for the 

meetings to discuss end-of-life is-

sues with faith leaders and pastoral 

care groups.   

  

Property Trustees and PDWG: 

Work has begun to replace the 

fence along the pathway to the 

daycare playground; this work 

should be completed shortly. A 
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gated and locked area will be built 

in the near future under the ramp 

near the garbage bin to store green 

bins and propane tanks. Repairs to 

the ramp will be undertaken in the 

near future. The PDWG will be 

bringing a recommendation to 

Council in October. Work on the 

Building Condition Assessment is 

being done by Sourya Vongmani-

sak, P.Eng., of IRC Building Sci-

ences Group. A meeting on afford-

able housing was held on June 3 

with Multifaith Housing, Corner-

stone, City of Ottawa, Christian 

Horizons and CAHDCO.   

Ministry and Personnel 

Judy Hamley reported that meetings 

were underway with each staff mem-

ber in June to review the past year 

with them. Vacations and study leave 

during the summer were established. 

  

Mission, Outreach and Justice: 
Faye Beaufort reported that Park-

dale will start paying the Ethiopian 

refugee family our 6 months contri-

bution beginning on July 1st. We 

will pay exactly the same monthly 

amount as they have been receiving 

from Immigration, Refugees and 

Citizenship Canada. 

Pastoral Care: Mary McLeod re-

ported that the Committee held its 

last meeting before the summer on 

May 28th. Visits continue and several 

cards have been sent to grieving fam-

ilies and people who have health is-

sues.  

 

EOORC Rep: Beth Gutsell advised 

that she will attend the inaugural 

meeting of EOORC in Smiths Falls 

next weekend.  

Anthony reported that Rev. Rob-

ert and Rev. Hillary Merritt have 

agreed to preach on August 11, 

and to cover most of the period 

(until August 14) when both 

Alcris and Anthony are on holi-

day.  

Garth closed the meeting in 

prayer and we adjourned at 

10:45 pm.  

Next Meetings will be held on 

September 17 and October 22. 

Special meetings over the summer 

may be required to deal with ap-

proval and voting procedures.  

Minutes were produced by Helen 

Hayes and summarized for the 

Messenger by Elise Mennie.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



28 

Namby: Good morning,Pamby. 

 

Pamby: Wow! Is it really you? Any-

how, good morning to you too. 

 

Namby: Well, do I look so differ-

ent? You know that I don’t believe in 

facelifts. I’ve already turned down 

my daughter’s offer of a tattoo for 

my birthday. 

 

Pamby: It’s got nothing to do with 

how you look, although you are ele-

gant as usual. Just that I haven’t seen 

you all Summer. 

 

Namby: You are talking as if the 

Summer is over. Please, give it a 

break! It took long enough to come. 

 

Pamby: That’s true, and when it did, 

it had everything. 

 

Namby: You are still talking about it 

in the past. I would say that “it has 

everything”. 

 

Pamby: Really? Have you been see-

ing the same Summer that I have 

been seeing? I haven’t seen any 

snow, ice pellets, freezing rain, icy 

sidewalks, cars in ditches and you 

know, that stuff we call Winter. 

 

Namby: So, are you the messenger 

of Doom and Gloom? 

 

Pamby: Well, it wasn’t I who said 

‘everything”. 

Namby: No, but you mentioned all  

the bad stuff. Didn’t you go to the 

park, have a family picnic, line up 

for ice cream, visit family the other 

side of town, wet your feet in the 

lake or river and wear shorts? 

 

Pamby: Leave out the shorts! I am 

careful about exposing some parts of 

my body to the public. Anyhow, is 

that what you mean by ‘everything? 

Ice cream, picnic, visiting the park, 

wetting feet and that stuff? 

 

Namby: That’s just a part of 

“everything”; it’s not even close to 

“all” of everything. 

 

Pamby: You are puzzling me again. 

What’s “all”? 

 

Namby: Well, let’s start with the 

Sun. That’s still a no-brainer for the 

Summer and it is really great to see  

it doing its job so well. 

 

Pamby: Ok, yes, the Sun trumps 

everything. So that’s Everything 

now? 

 

Namby: Have you forgotten all 

those forecasts about Severe Weath-

er with thunderstorms, lightning, rain 

and possible tornadoes? They were 

constantly in the picture too. 

 

Pamby: Ok, is that “Everything” 

now? You seem to be stuck on the 

Namby and Pamby 

SUMMER MIRROR 
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weather. For God’s sake, it’s Summer, 

what do you expect? Or, what did you 

expect? 

 

Namby: Do you remember that light-

hearted aria “Summertime and the 

Living is Easy” from Porgy and Bess? 

 

Pamby: Now that you mentioned it, I 

caught myself humming it a few times 

on some of those perfect days of sun-

shine and blue skies as I watched chil-

dren having water fights in the park, 

dashing around on scooters on a 

bikeway, doing hullahoops or cart-

wheels like cheerleaders. 

 

Namby:  I saw that too and was hav-

ing as much of a Bash as they until.... 

 

Pamby: Until what? 

 

Namby: Until I read about the two 

teenagers from BC who killed a young 

man from Australia, his girlfriend 

from the United States, and a universi-

ty lecturer who loved the outdoors, 

how they left people terrified in three 

provinces for  two weeks. 

 

Pamby: Three provinces? They were 

starting to scare the Devil out of all of 

us. 

 

Namby: Yes, and this was all happen-

ing in Summertime! 

 

Pamby: Oh my God! I see where you 

are coming from. Yes, yes, twenty 

people mowed down in El Paso and 

nine in Ohio! 

 

Namby: Yes, and sixty at a wedding 

in Afghanistan. 

 

Pamby: North Korea still testing 

missiles! 

 

Namby: Russia boasting about a 

super-missile! 

 

Pamby: The United States threaten-

ing to produce and test one to coun-

ter it! 

 

Namby: India stamping out Kash-

mir’s independence. Ebola spreading 

in the Congo! 

 

Pamby: Thousands in Hong Kong 

marching to protect their independ-

ence and democratic freedoms. 

 

Namby: I attended the funeral of 

two very close friends. The Minister 

spoke about their faith and integrity. 

 

Pamby:  Perhaps I was bit luckier 

than you; yes, had the privilege of 

celebrating two baptisms and  one 

wedding anniversary; also two of my 

friends got new jobs, moving ahead 

in their careers. 

 

Namby:  So you see what I mean 

when I tell you that the Summer has 

everything. 

 

Pamby: Yes, but when things hap-

pen that aren’t supposed to happen 

in the “happy season”, that is, when 

the living is supposed to be easy, 

they seem to affect us more. 
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Namby: Yes, perhaps we see them 

differently, through another lens. 

 

Pamby: And yet, it’s the same Life, 

isn’t it? 

 

Namby: Summer or not, yes! But 

do you know what it did to me? 

 

Pamby: No, but I hope it didn’t get 

you down.  

 

Namby: When I started to take it 

on, I would take long walks, sit by 

the water, watch the birds, even the 

geese who make an aweful sound 

when they fly. 

 

Pamby: They also leave evidence of 

their presence all over the place. 

 

Namby: But I also like to find a 

cozy place and read. 

 

Pamby: So, what have you been 

reading? 

 

Namby: Some light stuff in the 

Psalms and Proverbs. 

 

Pamby: So what do you call light 

stuff? 

 

Namby: Well, I read one line which 

runs like this, “Teach us to number 

our days that we may apply our 

hearts to wisdom”. 

 

Pamby: You are weird. You call 

that stuff LIGHT with all that has 

been going on? 

 

Namby: Why not? At least, I can 

try to see if I remember how to 

count and, what’s wrong with trying 

to be Wise? 

 

Pamby: Guess you can’t go far 

wrong in using your head and heart 

at the same time. 

 

Namby: Hey, that sounds like Eve-

rything!  

 

Pamby: Not bad for Summer!  

 

Copyright@ John Harewood 
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Parkdale United Church  

 BAZAAR 
Saturday, November 2nd, 2019 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
  

Great Products, Great Prices! 
A large selection of goods  

including: 
 

Baking & Soups 
Jewellery 

Specialty Crafts & Handmade Items 
Antiques & Collectibles 

Kitchen & Bath Boutique 
Old Linens 

Books, Plants 
                  Fashion Boutique 

Attic Treasures   
Silent Auction 

and 
Coffee Shop 

 
 

 for our Christmas Bazaar on  

 November 2nd!  

Note the new start time at 9:00 am  
 

Donations accepted any time at the church.   

Contact  judy.hamley@gmail.com to help out. Thanks! 

mailto:judy.hamley@gmail.com
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 We enjoy meeting you and being together in ministry. Parkdale’s 
congregation responds to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings by: 
 
 

 

Uniting in joyful worship as an 

act of praise and gratitude, for in-

spiration and guidance 

 
 

Providing learning opportunities 
for the Christian way of life and 

to enhance  

Biblical literacy 

 

 

Supporting each other through  

pastoral care and concern 

 
Reaching out to people in need 

Promoting justice 

 

Praying for guidance,  

wisdom, and support. 


