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Welcome to Parkdale! We hope you will feel at home here. This is a place where 
all are welcome! We are glad you’ve joined us to celebrate the mystery and gift of 
God’s love for the world in the gift of Jesus Christ, a rich Christian tradition, and 
a loving community of faith. We hope that in this time of worship you will 
experience at least a moment when God, who is Love, encourages you in faith, 
and breaks through the realities of everyday life surrounding you with the 
assurance of peace and joy which God so wants us to experience. 
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Our Vision Statement: 
“To form followers of Jesus in such a way as 
to transform our community and our world.” 
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email address to Don Mockett at pdale@trytel.com. To sign up for our monthly 
eNewsletter, visit our website. 
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April 5, 2020 

Palm Sunday Worship Service 
 

 
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 
 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, Blessed is the One who comes in the 
name of the Lord, Hosanna 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, Blessed is the One who comes in the 
name of the Lord, Hosanna 
 
Extinguishing Another Lenten Candle 
 
Musical Meditation                    Debbie McGregor   
                                                                          
Call to Worship              Dr. Bailey 
 
One: Do not be afraid, Jesus is coming! In fact, Jesus has already 
come.  Jesus comes to homes where people are self-isolating and 
trying to do the best they can. 
Many: Jesus comes to parties where people celebrate. 
One: Jesus comes to frontline health workers in their dedication and 
their fatigue. 
Many: Jesus comes to hospitals and care homes where people 
are suffering. 
One: Jesus comes to territories and countries where people long to 
be free. 
Many: Today we join with crowds all around the world 
celebrating the ways Jesus comes. 
One: Together our hearts cry, “Hosanna,” as we meet with Jesus in 
worship today. 
Many: “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
 
 
Hymn:      Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                                 VU#123 
               

Hosanna, loud hosanna 
the happy children sang; 

through pillared court and temple 
the joyful anthem rang; 



to Jesus, who had blessed them 
close folded to his breast, 

the children sang their praises, 
the simplest and the best. 

 
From Olivet they followed 

'mid an exultant crowd, 
the victory palm branch waving, 

and singing clear and loud; 
the Lord of earth and heaven 

rode on in lowly state, 
content that little children 

should on his bidding wait. 
 

'Hosanna in the highest!' 
That ancient song we sing, 
for Christ is our Redeemer; 

earth, let your anthems ring. 
O may we ever praise him 

with heart and life and voice, 
and in his humble presence 

eternally rejoice! 
 

 
A Litany of Accompaniment and Walking       Rev. Limongi and  

                                                   Dr. Bailey 
 
Preamble  
 
One: Jesus knew that every step he took was one step closer to his 
death. 
All: He kept on walking. 
One: He knew that before he died he would have to confront the 
centre of religious power, those who used God’s name to manipulate 
and control and oppress. 
All: He kept on walking. 
One: He knew that he would be betrayed to death by one of his 
friends and companions on the road. 
All: He kept on walking. 
One: He knew that he would be falsely tried by a corrupt and unjust 
legal system. 



All: He kept on walking. 
One: He knew the crowds were fickle and likely to turn on him as 
they had the prophets before him. 
All: He kept on walking. 
One: He knew he would be mocked and humiliated. 
All: He kept on walking. 
One: He knew his dearest and closest friends would cringe with fear 
and abandon him, deny him, and struggle to believe in him. 
All: He kept on walking. 
One: He knew he would be flogged and tortured almost beyond what 
he could physically bear. 
All: He kept on walking. 
One: He knew his mother’s heart and the hearts of the men and 
women and children who loved him would be broken. 
All: He kept on walking. 
One: He knew he would suffer an agonizing death, and face the 
greatest confusion and darkness he had ever known. 
All: He kept on walking. 
One: He knew that if he was faithful to the end, he would know the 
greatest joy, of bringing redemption to the world. 
All: He kept on walking. 
One: He knew that when all of it was through, he would return to the 
One from whom he came, the One who is Perfect Love. 
All: He kept on walking. 
One: When we think of Jesus, and his Way of the Cross, we believe 
that with each step, he was identifying more deeply with us, with all 
of us, especially the most broken parts of ourselves, and our 
communities. He was identifying with all the pain and suffering and 
despair of a really messed up, broken, sin-stricken humanity. He was 
identifying with all the oppressed and downtrodden ones. 

And he invites us to pick up our cross and take this path, the Way of 
the Cross. He invites us to walk in solidarity with others who have to 
walk a path of suffering, humiliation and pandemic death. He invites 
us to know our own weakness and brokenness and not be afraid to 
keep walking; walking with others and walking towards God’s healing 
and grace.   (modified from John Mark Ministries) 

 

Silence 

 



Prayer for Insight – Merciful and Patient God, grant us the faith 
to doubt our own righteousness. Grant us the courage to 
examine ourselves honestly. We welcome the confidence to 
wonder how we might betray your perfect love.  Thank you for 
the grace to confess how we break our promises, and for the 
peace that is troubled by our smugness and pride. With 
hospitality we host your generous and liberating forgiveness 
and pardon. Amen 

 

Hymn:    Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!  VU 127(tune: Winchester New)  

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 
 Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry: 
 O Saviour meek, pursue thy road 

 with palms and scattered garments strowed. 
 

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 
 In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

 O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 
 o'er captive death and conquered sin. 

 
Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 

 The winged squadrons of the sky 
 look down with sad and wondering eyes 

 to see the approaching sacrifice. 
 

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 
 In lowly pomp ride on to die;  

 bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 
 then take, O God, thy power, and reign. 

 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29       Rev. Alcris Limongi                                         

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his steadfast love endures 
forever! 
Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
Open to me the gates of righteousness that I may enter through 
them and give thanks to the LORD.  



 This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through 
it. 
I thank you that you have answered me and have become my 
salvation. 
 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 
cornerstone. 
This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be 
glad in it. 
 Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! O LORD, we beseech you, give us 
success! 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. We 
bless you from the house of the LORD. 
 The LORD is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal 
procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar. 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, 
I will extol you. 
O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures forever. 
 

Silent Reflection 

 
WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Palm Sunday Gospel Lesson: Matthew 21:1-11                  Dr. Bailey   

 

 

Musical Meditation                                                Debbie McGregor                               

 

Message:  “Make Your Choice”         Dr. Bailey 



WE RESPOND IN FAITHFULNESS 

 

The Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

(take some time at home to write a cheque, make a promise to go to the Parkdale 
Website: Parkdaleunitedchurch.ca. You will see on the home page a button/link 
that says “Donate Now through CanadaHelps.org”. Click on that and make 
your offering)             

Musical Meditation             Debbie McGregor 

Prayer for the Tithes and Offerings 

Life and Work of our Congregation                   Dr. Bailey                                                          

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 
and let us not fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil;  
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 

Hymn: Through the Heart of Every City      VU#584  
(Tune: Hymn to Joy)  

 
Through the heart of every city 
runs the flow of human need. 

'Mid this glass and steel are pulsing 
smoldering wick and bruised reed. 

Has our church a word to offer, 
some hope shining from our creed? 

Walking through the concrete furrows 
Jesus sows the Word as seed. 

 
Through the passing generations, 

in their spirit, flesh and bone, 
Jesus Christ becomes incarnate: 

http://parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/
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holy hearts are living stone 
building here a house of refuge 

as a temple, as a home. 
So within the city's shadow 

Jesus' planted Word has grown. 
 

Through our worship and our witness, 
Jesus, grant that we may still 

hear the heartbeat of compassion 
calling us to do your will. 

You, our vine, and we, your branches, 
deadened not by any chill, 
working for that final city 

where the harvest is fulfilled. 
 
 

AND WE CONTINUE TO JOURNEY TOGETHER 
IN FAITH AND SERVICE THROUGH THIS LENTEN 

SEASON 

 

Blessing and Guidance for Holy Week    Rev. Limongi and Dr. Bailey 

We have gathered with the crowds crying Hosanna! 
Because even if we were silent the stones themselves would 
have called out. 
We have shared the hope for a world about to be changed, 
…and then it changed. 
We have walked with another crowd. 
One that called words of scorn and condemnation. 
And now we follow the crowd as it leads out to the cross,  
and yet even as the world grows dark, we cannot lose hope. 
Because God is with us.  
God will be with us.  
Whatever happens.  
We are not alone. 
And so we watch the crowd and we follow... 
(used with permission from Rev. Gord; http://worshipofferings.blogspot.ca/) 
 
Instrumental Postlude 
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES  

 

April 9: Maundy Thursday - will be uploaded by Thursday 

 

April 10: Good Friday Service: will be uploaded by Thursday 

 

April 12: Easter Day – Resurrection Sunday, will be uploaded by 

Sunday 

 
May we invite you – if possible – to watch and participate in the 
Maundy Thursday service at 7 pm. April 9…and the Good Friday 
Service on April 10 at 10:30 am. These are the usual times we hold 
these services and it can be a special experience to know we are all 
worshipping at the same time, in virtual community. 
Anthony 
 
Congregational members 
Please be reminded that we need your help in identifying members 
who are in hospital or require pastoral care. 
 
Prayers for Ottawa Mission: The Mission is asking for people to 
commit in prayer for 20 days. They are asking us “to pray for God’s 
hand to protect Ottawa Mission people: staff, guests, community 
volunteers; and to be able to provide help each person needs by 
God’s grace and in God’s power”.  
 
Prayer Requests - send to alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca since we 
have no Prayer Box. We will not stop our prayers for our world and 
for the needs of our congregation. Our regular prayer groups 
continue (Prayer Group, Pastoral Care Team and Cancer Focus Prayer 
Group) praying on the phone for our congregation’s needs and 
requests in a confidential manner.  
 
New Phone Prayer Groups Are Available: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 11:00 to 11:30 am. Call the number 343 882 1920 
and then enter the following 10 digits: 343 882 6443. Preferably email 
Rev. Alcris in advance to receive the prayer items.  
 
New Cancer Support and Prayer Group: Fridays at 11:00 am. This 
is a closed confidential group for cancer patients; just dial the number 

mailto:alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca


above, no need to identify yourself if you do not want to, but let Rev.  
Alcris know that you will be joining in. We also receive cancer related 
prayer requests by email at alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca  
 
Prayer Shawl Group: Wednesday April 8th at 10:00 am on Zoom.    
 
Prayer Buddies: If you want to be connected to a prayer buddy 
please email Rev. Alcris at alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca. Pairs 
decide on their own when and how to pray. 
 
Support with Groceries and Necessary Errands: Contact the 
church office if you need help, or email Rev. Alcris Limongi 
(alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca) or Dr. Anthony Bailey 
(abailey@trytel.com) 
 
Calling: There is a group of volunteers calling Parkdalers to chat, 
connect and offer support. Thank you to all! 
 
Our Lenten Journey Circle: This six-week reflection group 
continues but is now online by video conferencing on Wednesdays at 
7:00 pm.  

Week 7: Holy Week: Our Camino 2020, Parkdale 
Lenten Devotional: Join in our common daily 
devotional. Copies are being sent to the church email 
contact list. Also remember to say a prayer for the writer 
of the day, our Camino leader. 

Extending Our Camino: We will extend Our Camino 
devotionals until we can gather again. This is a way of 
keeping connected, nurturing our faith together and 

getting to know each other as we continue this unchartered path, our 
common journey in the wilderness. Please let me know if you want to 
write a devotional after April 12. 
 

The Joint Search Committee: has concluded its search and 
identified a prospective candidate minister for youth and families. 
There will be a congregational meeting at a future worship service to 
present the committee’s findings for consideration and approval of 
the candidate.   
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Broadview 
‘Broadview’ is the monthly 
magazine of the national church. 
Parkdale United Church has a 
group program for 

subscriptions.  The cost per person is approximately $20, and 
donations towards the program can be made in the special marked 
envelope in your envelope box. The envelope is marked ‘Observer’, 
which is the previous name of the Broadview magazine. 
  

Changes to our schedule 
There will be no services at the church until we hear that large 
gatherings are again allowed.   We are streaming the Sunday morning 
services over the internet.  These can be accessed on the church web 
site www.parkdaleunitedchurch.ca. 
 
We are sending out a worship bulletin by email that you may use at 
home on Sunday mornings. 

 There will be no groups or meetings at the church for the 

foreseeable future. 

 Children, youth, young adults and IGNITE gatherings, activities 

and events have been cancelled until further notice. 

 The Special Communion scheduled for April 19 has been 

cancelled. 

 The Rummage Sale scheduled for April 25 has been cancelled. 

 The meeting to receive the recommendation from the Search 

Committee for the new Minister for Youth and Young Families will 

be rescheduled for when church services resume 

 No Easter Lilies will be purchased.  If you would like a memorial 

printed in the virtual bulletin at Easter, please contact the church 

office (613-728-8656) or email pdale@trytel.com 

 All in-person Easter services have been cancelled.  There will be 

Maundy Thursday service, Good Friday Service and Easter Sunday 

services available on the website to be viewed on those days. 

The church office remains open, and we welcome any calls for 
assistance (613-728-8656).  
Communication 
Buddy system: In these disconnected times, we have set up a buddy 
system for Parkdale people to remain connected to each other by 

http://www.parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/


phone.   If you would like to be connected to a buddy, and/or to be a 
buddy to one or more people, please let the office know at 613-728-
8656, or by email at pdale@trytel.com.  We encourage everyone to 
have regular phone contact with church friends.  
 
Email list: An email list is being used for regular updates.  If you 
would like your email address to be added to the list, please send an 
email to pdale@trytel.com  
 
Youth, children and families: Parkdale's youth, teachers and 
leaders will be offering live and recorded children's stories, prayers 
and songs.  Our family and children's gathering will be Sunday 
mornings at 10am.  If you would like to join us and did not receive 
an invitation to last Sunday's Children's service, please provide us 
with the best email address to send our invitation.   

 
Youth and young adults:   We met and will continue to meet 
Sunday nights at 9pm.    If you would like to join us and did not 
receive an invitation, please provide us with the best email address 
for upcoming gatherings.   

 
Junior Youth: (grades 6-8) - will gather online Wednesday evenings 
from 7:30-8pm.  Please contact Camille if you are interested and/or 
have not been receiving the children/youth emails. 
 
IGNITE (ages 25-35ish) Please let Camille 
(ce@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca) know if you would like to join this 
group. We have a book club starting soon and are planning online 
gatherings.   

 
 

Offering 
As we continue with our ministries, and indeed as requests for help 
are increasing, we depend on donations from our congregation.   We 
hope that you will continue to provide your offerings, even though 
we are not in church. We can suggest three ways of doing that: 

1. A donation through Canada Helps, indicating that the donation 

is to go to Parkdale United Church - Ottawa  

-Go to our website: Parkdaleunitedchurch.ca.   

-on the home page is a button/link that says “Donate Now 

through CanadaHelps.org” 

mailto:ce@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
http://parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/
http://canadahelps.org/


-click on this button and it will take you directly to the form to 

donate to our church 

2. Sending a cheque in the mail (429 Parkdale Ave., Ottawa, K1Y 

1H3) 

3. Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) Givings can also be made 
directly through your bank account or credit card using Pre-
Authorized Remittance (PAR).  Givings are deducted 
automatically from your bank account or charged to your credit 
card once a month.  Using PAR ensures steady, predictable 
revenue to support the church Ministries.  PAR forms and 
information can be printed from the church website 
(parkdaleunitedchurch.ca)  
 

We thank all of you who have donated already via any of these 
methods and welcome your continuing support.  Your numerous 
responses via CanadaHelps and PAR, and mailed in envelopes in the 
past week have been very encouraging. 
 
North Street United Church 
Our jars for North Street United Church in Jamaica are empty of 
course.   If you can gather together anything for North Street, we 
would be happy to count it after the pandemic is over. In the interim, 
if you want to send a donation electronically using CanadaHelps, see 
the instructions above.  In the ‘FUND’ box, choose ‘Other’ (the last 
one on the dropdown list) and in the ‘MESSAGE’ box enter “North 
Street – Jamaica”. 
 
Continuing in Prayer and Support: 
In these times, as in all times, we are trusting God to grant us 
wisdom, mercy and faith. As a community of faith and followers of 
Jesus we are reminded of the numerous times the Bible counsels us 
not to ‘be afraid’. Normally, this exhortation is accompanied by 
God’s promise to be with us. God being with us inspires and 
empowers us to be ‘with’ each other. We do this by praying for one 
another and reaching out by phone, facetime, Facebook, email, 
WhatsApp…you name it.  Let’s just stay connected. We send love 
and wish everyone comfort and good health, and look forward to 
hearing from you. May God bless us all. 
 

COVID-19: MESSAGES FROM OTTAWA PUBLIC 
HEALTH: HOW CAN YOU PROTECT YOURSELF AND 
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YOUR FAMILY? 

To reduce the spread of germs including the flu and the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) we recommend that you: 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water, or use hand 
sanitizer 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth unless you have just 
washed your hands with soap 

 Cover your cough and sneeze with a tissue or into your arm, not 
your hand 

 If you are a return traveler (including travel to the United States 
of America) OR have MILD symptoms – you MUST self-
isolate. Most people with MILD symptoms will recover at home 
with no issues. You are helping limit the spread of the virus by 
staying at home. 

 Social distancing refers to creating physical distance between 
ourselves so that we can limit the spread of the virus. Social 
distancing by all is IMPERATIVE to limit transmission in the 
community, to protect vulnerable populations and outbreaks in 
institutions. We must ‘flatten the curve’ so we don’t see spikes in 
cases. By this, I mean that we want to slow down transmission 
of the virus and lessen the number of cases in the community 
that happen at the same time, so that our health system 
continues to work properly. Having a sharp increase of cases in a 
small timeframe will overload our healthcare resources and have 
more severe impacts on our community. Social distancing is 
important for everyone at this time, but especially important for 
our older adult community (55+). Do NOT gather in groups.  
Practice social distancing. 

 Social distancing does not mean emotional distancing. Check in 
with others by phone or other technology. Check in with 
yourself. It’s ok not to be ok. Please know that help is available, 
and we encourage you to reach out to Distress Centre of Ottawa 
to connect with someone at 613-238-3311 if needed. 

Case Management and Privacy 

 We have received many questions from people who feel they are 
at risk, including many people expressing concern about being in 
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the same location as someone who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 or who may have symptoms of COVID-19. 

I would like to clarify a few points: 

 Given the transmission of COVID-19, we are all at risk. Social 
distancing, proper hand hygiene, not touching your face and self-
isolation (when directed) are the best ways to reduce your 
personal risk at this time. 

 A close contact of a case of COVID-19, is someone who has 
lived with, provided care for, or spent longer periods of time 
with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19. Case and 
contact management is a role of public health to help identify 
who may have been in close contact with a confirmed case. 
Ottawa Public Health will contact you directly if you have been 
identified as a close contact. 

 OPH works closely with each confirmed case of COVID-19 to 
create a list of close contacts that require follow-up. If you have 
been contacted by Ottawa Public Health, follow the advice 
provided to you by the nurse. 

Fraud concerns 

 I have been made aware that certain residents have received a 
phone call asking for credit card information from Ottawa 
Public Health (OPH). OPH (or any health unit) will not ask you 
for credit card information. Do not give your credit card 
information out if you receive a call or message similar to this. 
Fraudulent activity during a situation like this is deplorable. I 
encourage you to report it to Ottawa Police Services.   

Gratitude 

 Thank you to all residents of the City of Ottawa for your 
ongoing patience and cooperation. We are all in this together, 
and we need everyone to do their part- whether providing an 
essential service or staying inside – to be able to slow the 
transmission of the COVID-19 virus in our community and 
protect our health system and loved ones who depend on it. 

Dr. Vera Etches, Medical Officer of Health, Ottawa Public Health 
 


