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PARKDALE UNITED CHURCH 
429 Parkdale Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, K1Y 1H3 

Tel: 613-728-8656     Fax: 613-728-9686 
 

Welcome to Parkdale! We hope that this service will be a blessing to you wherever 
you are. We welcome all to join us in worship! 
We are glad you’ve joined us to celebrate the mystery and gift of God’s love for the 
world in the gift of Jesus Christ, a rich Christian tradition, and a loving community 
of faith. We hope that in this time of worship you will experience at least a moment 
when God, who is Love, encourages you in faith, and breaks through the realities 
of everyday life surrounding you with the assurance of peace and joy which God so 
wants us to experience. 
 
 

PARKDALE UNITED CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM 
Ministers:  The People of Parkdale 

 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey 
Coordinating Minister 
abailey@trytel.com 
(off on Fridays) 
 

Norman Reid 
Caretaker & Custodian 

(off on Tuesdays) 

Rev. Alcris Limongi 
Minister of Pastoral Care 
alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
(off  on Mondays) 
 

Huda Kandalaft Kanawati 
Congregational Designated Minister 

for Youth and Families 
huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

 

 
Don Mockett 
Office Manager 

 
pdale@trytel.com 

www.parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
Our Vision Statement: 

“To form followers of Jesus in such a way as 
to transform our community and our world.” 

 
Are You New To Parkdale? To be added to our email list, please send your 

email address to Don Mockett at pdale@trytel.com. To sign up for our monthly 
eNewsletter, visit our website. 

 

 
  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather for worship is the 
traditional, unceded, unsurrendered territory of the Algonquin nation. We are 
grateful for their stewardship of this territory for thousands of years. 
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September 20, 2020 
 

Order of Worship 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD … 
 

Stewardship Thought: “I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, 
striving together as one for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any 
way by those who oppose you. (Philippians 1:27, Paul) 
 
Lighting our Worship Candle         Dr. Bailey         

 

Prelude       Debbie McGregor 

                     

Welcome and Gathering Words         Dr. Bailey  

 

Silence 

 

Call to Worship           Dr.Bailey & Rev. Limongi 
 
One: In the silence, prayers, praise, worship and promises, 
Many: we are given enough joy to live each day. 
One: In light of the glorious good news of the gospel where 
generosity and justice comingle for the oppressed,  

Many: we come to delight in the radical compassion and 
goodness of God.  
One: In God’s commitment of mercy and love offered to each of us,   

Many: we delight in the ample grace God grants us to share 
with others each day. 
One: Come then, with joy and celebration, to worship God. 

 

Sung Prayer         “Every time I feel the Spirit”           (recorded by Choir)     

                                                                          

Hymn   Joyful, Joyful We Adore You                    VU#232 

 

 Joyful, joyful, we adore you, 
God of glory, life and love; 

hearts unfold like flowers before you, 
opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 



drive our fear and doubt away; 
giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day. 

  

All your works with joy surround you, 
earth and heaven reflect your rays, 
stars and angels sing around you, 

center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, 

sound their praise eternally. 

 

 You are giving and forgiving, 
ever blessing, ever blest, 

wellspring of the joy of living, 
ocean depth of happy rest! 

Source of grace and fount of blessing, 
let your light upon us shine; 

teach us how to love each other, 
lift us to the joy divine. 

 

Mortals, join the mighty chorus 
which the morning stars began; 

God's own love is reigning o'er us, 
joining people hand in hand. 

Ever singing, march we onward, 
victors in the midst of strife; 
joyful music lifts us sunward 
in the triumph song of life. 

Words: Henry van Dyke 1907. Music: Ludwig van Beethoven 
1824. Adapted by Edward Hodges. Descant: © 1979 G.I.A. 
Publications, Inc. Words, Music, Adaptation: Public Domain. Descant: 
7G.I.A. Publications, Inc. One License A733294 

 
Call to Reconciliation                                                    Rev. Limongi 

Why do we continue to believe that somehow we must earn God’s 
grace? Is it not true that God has promised this grace to us? Is it not 
true that Jesus has taught and modeled this grace? Well, let us trust 
their trustworthiness and open our lives to this mercy as we pray 
saying: 



 

Prayer of Confession  

Be pleased, O God, to remind us that you do not tire of 
reaching out in grace and forgiveness towards us. It is us who 
fail too often to live into the life of faithfulness, service, joy and 
generosity to which you call us. Jesus has taught us to love and 
serve others, and sometimes we do this but too often end up 
meeting mostly our needs and priorities. Of Jesus, we 
sometimes sing “he walks with me and talks with me” but too 
often fail to consciously and intentionally take him with us in 
our daily lives at work, school, home or physically-distanced 
gatherings. Despite this, O God, we believe that the gospel can 
transform lives, even our lives. So be pleased to forgive our 
jealousy, our whining, our impatience, and our judgemental 
ways. We pray this is the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen 

 

Silence 

 

Words of Forgiveness                                Rev. Limongi 
         
Choral Response:  Halle, halle, halle          (sing twice) 

 

Hymn:    There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy         VU#271  
  

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
like the wideness of the sea; 

there’s a kindness in God’s justice 
which is more than liberty. 

 
 There is no place where earth’s sorrows 

are more felt than up in heaven; 
there is no place where earth’s failings 
have such gracious judgement given. 

 
 There is plentiful redemption 
in the blood that Christ has shed; 
there is joy for all the members 

in the sorrows of the Head. 
 



 Troubled souls, why will you scatter 
like a crowd of frightened sheep? 

Foolish hearts, why will you wander 
from a love so true and deep? 

 
 For the love of God is broader 

than the measures of the mind, 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 

Words: Frederick William Faber. Music: Johann Ludwig Steiner. Public Domain. 

 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

First Scripture Lesson: Jonah 3:10 - 4:11      (video recorded) 
(Huda Kandalaft Kanawati – Congregational Designated Minister for 
Youth and Families)   
   
Responsive Reading:   Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 Rev. Bailey, Rev. Limongi 
 
One: Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known 
among the nations what he has done.  
Many: Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful 
acts. 
One: Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the 
Lord rejoice. 
Many: Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. 
One: Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the 
judgments he pronounced, you his servants, the descendants of 
Abraham, his chosen ones, the children of Jacob.     
Many: He brought out Israel, laden with silver and gold, and 
from among their tribes no one faltered. 
One: Egypt was glad when they left, because dread of Israel had 
fallen on them. 
Many: He spread out a cloud as a covering, and a fire to give 
light at night. 
One: They asked, and he brought them quail; he fed them well with 
the bread of heaven. 
Many: He opened the rock, and water gushed out; it flowed like 
a river in the desert. 
One: For he remembered his holy promise given to his servant 
Abraham. 



Many: He brought out his people with rejoicing, his chosen 
ones with shouts of joy; 
One: he gave them the lands of the nations, and they fell heir to what 
others had toiled for— 
Many: that they might keep his precepts and observe his laws. 
Praise the Lord. 
 
Gloria, Gloria in Excelsis Deo   VU#37 
Gloria, Gloria, Alleluia, Alleluia (2x) 
 
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 20:1-16          Dr. Bailey 
 
Anthem:   “Look at the World”     Junior/ Senior Choirs (recorded) 
Music:  John Rutter. Words: ©1996 Oxford University Press.  One License #A733294 

     
Message:  “God is Better than Fair”                            Dr. Bailey    

                 

Silence 

WE RESPOND IN FAITHFULNESS 
 

The Presentation of Tithes and Offering                Dr. Bailey 

(We are grateful for the prayers and financial support of Parkdale’s ongoing 
ministry. Please continue. You are invited to take some time at home to write a 
cheque, or make a promise to go to the Parkdale Website: parkdaleunitedchurch.ca. 
You will see on the home page a button/link that says “Donate Now through 
CanadaHelps.org”. Click on that and make your offering.)             
 

Musical Reflection   Debbie McGregor   

    

Dedication of the Offering  Dr. Bailey                       

 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  Rev. Limongi 
   
Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and let us not fall 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

http://parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/
http://canadahelps.org/


AND WE GO FORTH TRUSTING GOD TO HELP US 
BEAR WITNESS TO GOD’S GOODNESS 

 

Hymn   Will You Come and Follow Me                  VU#567 
 

Will you come and follow me 
if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know 
and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown 
in you and you in me? 

 
Will you leave yourself behind 

if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 

and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare 

should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer 

in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see 
if I but call your name? 

Will you set the pris’ners free 
and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, 
and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean 

in you and you in me? 
 

Will you love the “you” you hide 
if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 
and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found 
to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound 
in you and you in me? 

 



Christ, your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me. 
Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949 and Graham Maule, b. 1958; © 1988, WGRG, c/o Iona 
Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.  
One License A-733294 

     
Blessing  and Sending Forth          Dr. Bailey 

 

Sung Blessing     
 

 

 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Confidential Phone Counselling – by Dr. Bailey. Contact 
information:  abailey@trytel.com; 613 728-8656 x 222 
 
Continuing in Prayer and Support: 
In these times, as in all times, we are trusting God to grant us 
wisdom, mercy and faith. As a community of faith and followers of 
Jesus we are reminded of the numerous times the Bible counsels us 
not to ‘be afraid’. Normally, this exhortation is accompanied by 
God’s promise to be with us. God being with us inspires and 
empowers us to be ‘with’ each other. We do this by praying for one 
another and reaching out by phone, facetime, Facebook, email, 
WhatsApp… you name it.  Let’s just stay connected. We send love 
and wish everyone comfort and good health, and look forward to 
hearing from you. May God bless us all. 
 

mailto:abailey@trytel.com


LUNCHTIME BIBLICAL/THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION 
ON THE PANDEMIC (NOON TILL ONE O’CLOCK) 
We had an engaging first session last Tuesday. Still not too late to 
join. See the details below to join.  We will continue this time of 
reflection on how Biblical texts, wisdom, and faith can help us 
explore the Pandemic experience. Both in the Bible and throughout 
human history, times of devastating loss, widespread grief and 
disasters have challenged the human family to make sense of these 
events. This will be an opportunity to explore some biblical texts, 
historical events, our present Pandemic moment and how our 
understanding of God and the teachings of Jesus can be essential 
resources of blessing, comfort and engagement. 
These sessions are held on Tuesdays (noon to 1:00 pm.) via Zoom. If 
you are interested, please register by sending an email to Don 
Mockett at pdale@trytel.com. You will receive the Zoom link and 
passcode as well as the resource sheet.    Anthony 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS INBOX Please send your prayer requests 

to alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca.  

IMAGES & STORIES Opens! Don’t miss our own Peter Tilley, 
CEO of The Ottawa Mission, asking the question “Who is My 
Neighbour?” Join our ZOOM presentation at 7:00 - 8:00 PM this 
coming Friday, September 25.  Please register attendance with Don 
Mockett in the office at pdale@trytel.com or 613-728-8656.  Don will 
send instructions and the LINK to join the ZOOM presentation. 

FAREWELL AND A SACRAMENTAL SEND-OFF              
We have recently learned that David and Elizabeth (Libby) Guy will 
be moving to Newfoundland very soon. We will miss them. Libby 
was to have undertaken adult baptism back in March but then the 
pandemic shutdown came. We are pleased to announce that a small 
baptismal service for her is planned for Sunday September 20 in the 
sanctuary. Covid-19 restrictions on numbers will allow only her 
family, an officiant and a congregational member to attend. We give 
God thanks and send Libby and David off with our prayers and 
gratitude for their presence and contributions to the life of Parkdale 
United. 

 

 

 

mailto:pdale@trytel.com
mailto:alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
mailto:pdale@trytel.com


CHILDREN, YOUTH, YOUNG ADULTS AND IGNITE 

Contact: Huda at huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

Sunday School, youth groups and gatherings are back as of today 

September 20th.  Today, September 20th, Zoom links will be emailed 

to all families.  

Sunday School and youth groups will begin by studying the Parables 

of Jesus as they were narrated in the gospel of Matthew. Parents are 

invited to print out the children’s Worship Bulletin every Sunday for 

their kids.  

Stickers for the blessing of backpacks and devices have finally arrived 

and will be mailed soon to all families.  

Kids’ Church is a new gathering for young families with pre-school 

age kids. It will start at the end of the month. 

Sunday school is every Sunday starting today, September 20th  
@ 10am  

Senior Youth meet every other Sunday starting today, 
September 20th @ 7pm 

Junior Youth meet every other Wednesday starting this week, 
September 23rd @ 7pm  

IGNITE group meets every other Monday.  The next gathering 
will be September 21st:     

Have you asked yourself questions about key issues of faith such as 

who is God? Why did Jesus come to earth? What does Holy Catholic 

Church mean? Then you are welcome to join IGNITE on Mondays 

as we study The Apostles’ Creed. We will look at the origins of the 

church’s creed and its relevance to our lives and faith today. 

IGNITE group meets every other Monday. 

Join us on the 21th of September as we begin 

studying the first part of The Apostles’ 
Creed: Who is God?  All young adults are 

welcome to join our online meetings. To 

register, please send an email to 

huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca. 
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TAKE ACTION: LIGHT A FLAME FOR A GUARANTEED 
LIVABLE INCOME 

On Tuesday of September 22nd at 12.30pm, on the eve of the Throne 
Speech, The United Church of Canada is asking Canadians across the 
country to light a candle in support of a guaranteed livable annual 
income, often referred to as the guaranteed basic income.  

Light a candle, take a picture and post it to social media 
(#UCCanlivableincome, #guaranteedlivableincome) and send it to 
our Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, to the Minister of Finance, 
Chrystia Freeland, and to your local MP and news outlets. 

To bring visibility to this event, the church is holding small public 
vigils on September 22nd at 12.30pm local time.  In Ottawa, the 
vigil will be held at the Centennial Flame on Parliament Hill.  
Attendance is limited to current provincial public health outdoor 
event limits. Please wear masks and follow social distancing 
protocols. To register contact Jane Dawson, Eastern Ontario 
Outaouais Regional Council, jdawson@united-church.ca. 

For more information go to the United Church website 
https://www.united-church.ca  

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

AVAILABLE ON THE PHONE FOR 

THOSE WITH NO INTERNET – 

SPREAD THE WORD… 

If you know of people who cannot watch the services online, please 

let them know that they can call 343 882 1920 and enter 343 882 

4663# on Sundays at 10:30am to listen to the service. (The line is 

open at 10:30am not before.  If you need more info, contact Alcris.) 

PRAYER BUDDY. If you would like to join someone for prayer on 

a regular basis, we would be delighted to find a prayer buddy for you. 

Together you two will decide how and when to pray. 

PARKDALE BUDDIES. In this time of social isolation it is so 

important to have someone to check with on a regular basis. If you 

would like to have a buddy, let us know.  

mailto:jdawson@united-church.ca
https://www.united-church.ca/


EARS ARE OPEN. It is normal that this new reality starts to 

impact our mental/emotional health. If you are feeling troubled, need 

to talk with someone, or in need of prayers, we are here for you. 

Please send Alcris an email or call the office for us to call you right 

back. We can meet on Skype, Zoom, phone or have an email chat. 

You are not alone, we are all together in this! 

SMALL GROUPS ON ZOOM IN SEPTEMBER.              

Please send an email to Alcris alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca or 

to the office, pdale@trytel.com  for Zoom links: 

Prayer Shawl Group will meet on Wednesday, September 23rd at 

10:00 am on Zoom. All are welcome. 

White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk 
About Racism on Wednesdays beginning on September 23rd at 

7:00 pm (6 sessions). An anti-racism reflection Group based on this 

book.  The book is available on line. (The books which were available 

in the office have all been purchased.) If you are interested, please 

sign up with Don in the office. The zoom link will be sent to your 

email. Alcris and Anthony are pleased to have Judy Hamley join in 

some of the leadership of this series. 

Writing Group on Thursday September 24th at 4:00pm. This is an 

interest group for informal -not professional- writing. The purpose is 

to encourage each other to write their own projects, to share 

experiences, skills, and ideas about writing, and/or to be able to share 

some of your pieces. This is aimed to those who want to explore 

spiritual journaling, poetry, autobiography, short stories, prayers, etc. 

Caring for the Caregivers (tentatively Friday September 26th at 

6:30pm.  Date and time to be confirmed.) We all care for others.  

For this group we are using an amplified definition of caregiver to 

include not only people caring for elderly relatives or chronically ill 

loved ones, but also those who are caring for others directly or 

indirectly, with or without special needs, including caregiver 

vocations and/or professions.  It is a space for offering mutual 

support, nurturing faith/spirituality and connecting with people who 

are going through a similar journey in the context of our Christian 

community.  Each week we will explore diverse topics using 

Scriptures, personal stories, posing questions, humour, and different 

resources and/or guests to join us in conversation and prayer. This is 

mailto:alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
mailto:pdale@trytel.com


your time, your space, your goals… If you are interested but the time 

is not right, let Alcris know what would work for you. We are 

committed to finding a time that works for most people.  

Coffee Klatch on Tuesday September 29th at 3:00pm.  We are 

now getting together on the last Tuesday of each month. 

 

A FILM:  Jordan River Anderson, The Messenger by Alanis 
Obomsawin – NFB www.nfb.ca (Recommended by Elise Mennie)  
Alanis Obomsawin’s 52nd film tells the story of how the life of Jordan 
River Anderson initiated a battle for the right of First Nations and 
Inuit children to receive the same standard of social, health and 
educational services as the rest of the Canadian population.  
This is a touching, hard-hitting film, exposing the tenacious systemic 
racism within Canada’s healthcare and social services systems.  
You will be inspired by the family of Jordan River Anderson, Cindy 
Blackstock, and many others who fought for decades for the rights of 
Indigenous children. They won justice for thousands of disabled 
Indigenous children who finally began in 2019 to receive the same 
financial support that other Canadian children receive through the 
legal implementation of Jordan’s Principle.  The film is 1 hour 5 min. 
long.  
https://www.nfb.ca/film/jordan-river-anderson-the-
messenger/?utm_campaign=625107_2020-09-04_Newsletter_-
_Jordan_River_Anderson&utm_medium=email&utm_source=NFB-
All_Users  
 

IN THIS TIME OF GLOBAL PANDEMIC LET US BE 

JOYFUL IN HOPE, PATIENT IN AFFLICTION, 

FAITHFUL IN PRAYER (Romans 12:12).   

We continue to pray for our world and for one another… “… the 

Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 

ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groaning’s too deep for words.” 

(Romans 8: 6)  

-  We give thanks for God’s answers to our prayers and for 

meeting us with new mercies every day. Thanks for little ones being 

born, for the gift of faith, healing and restoration, for protection and 

peace in difficult times; and the gift Christian sharing and 

community. 

http://www.nfb.ca/
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- We pray for safety for children and teachers as they go back to 

school; for parents and School Boards, car poolers, staff and for all 

involved in our children’s education system, for those negotiating and 

those allocating resources and designing policies. For kids and 

parents who are doing homeschooling. 

- For victims of hatred and violence, natural disasters, political 

persecution, famine, and lack of resources to face this Pandemic. 

- For our federal and provincial governments to make wise 

decisions on behalf of the people.   

- For frontline workers in health and service areas.  

- For our congregation, and the Body of Christ in the world, so 

we may be ready to support and walk in solidarity with those facing 

systemic injustice and personal prejudices. 

- For all infected with COVID19, for their families and for those 

most vulnerable and exposed to the virus.   

- For all suffering from other physical and mental health 

conditions and illnesses; especially for cancer patients and survivors 

in our midst.  

- For our congregation and our families. For those of us who are 

in hospital, who are in treatment, who are feeling the impact of social 

isolation, who are looking for a new place to live, who are in need of 

assistance or are looking for a job, for those who are grieving and 

those whose families are expanding. 

- For our elderly saints in long-term care homes. 

- For all those in the most vulnerable situation in societies: no 

housing, even more limited resources, no access to services, no 

spaces for community, mental conditions.  

- For social workers, nonprofit organizations and government 

instances that work to support those in the gaps of society. 

Loving God,  
we know you hear our prayers, so we give thanks! 

 


