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Welcome to Parkdale! We hope that this service will be a blessing to you wherever 
you are. We welcome all to join us in worship! 
We are glad you’ve joined us to celebrate the mystery and gift of God’s love for the 
world in the gift of Jesus Christ, a rich Christian tradition, and a loving 
community of faith. We hope that in this time of worship you will experience at 
least a moment when God, who is Love, encourages you in faith, and breaks 
through the realities of everyday life surrounding you with the assurance of peace 
and joy which God so wants us to experience. 
 
 

PARKDALE UNITED CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM 
Ministers:  The People of Parkdale 

 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey 
Coordinating Minister 
abailey@trytel.com 
(off on Fridays) 
 

Norman Reid 
Caretaker & Custodian 

(off on Tuesdays) 

Rev. Alcris Limongi 
Minister of Pastoral Care 
alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
(off  on Mondays) 
 

Don Mockett 
Office Manager 

Huda Kandalaft Kanawati 
Congregational Designated Minister 
for Youth and Families 
huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

 

(off on Mondays) 

pdale@trytel.com 
www.parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

Our Vision Statement: 
“To form followers of Jesus in such a way as 
to transform our community and our world.” 

 
Are You New To Parkdale? To be added to our email list, please send your 

email address to Don Mockett at pdale@trytel.com. To sign up for our monthly 
eNewsletter, visit our website. 

 

 

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather for worship is the 
traditional, unceded, unsurrendered territory of the Algonquin nation. We are 
grateful for their stewardship of this territory for thousands of years. 
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November 29, 2020 

The Start of a New Christian Year –Advent 1 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP… 
 

Stewardship Thought:   Because of the pandemic, we have already had to 
adjust our sense of time and routine. What lessons are we learning that can help 
us honour this time of Advent? 
 
Prelude:                                                                 Debbie McGregor 
 
Welcome and Gathering Words Dr. Bailey 
 
Silence 
 
Call to Worship                                    Rev. Alcris & Huda Kandalaft 

One: In this uncertain season of Advent, we wait… 
Many: with the hope that our reliable God is coming to us. 
One: In this time of waiting and watching, we are called to listen. 
Many: We listen intently, lest we miss the Word that will be 
whispered into our soul. 
One: So, in these times of the weariness and questioning, we wait, we 
listen, we trust, we watch… 
Many: Clinging to the promising hope that God’s Spirit will be 
found in our midst. 
One: Come let us worship God! 
 
Gathering Prayer                                                                 Dr. Bailey 

Hymn:   O Come, O Come Emmanuel – v.1-3, 6-7    VU#1   

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lowly exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

who orders all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show, 
and teach us in her ways to go.  R 



 
O come, O come, great God of might, 

who to your tribes on Sinai's height 
in ancient times once gave the law 
in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  R 

 
O come, O Dayspring, from on high, 
and cheer us by your drawing nigh; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death's dark shadows put to flight.  R 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
all peoples in one heart and mind; 

O bid our sad divisions cease, 
and be for us the Prince of Peace.  R   

(Public Domain) 
 

Advent Wreath Lighting Litany         Rev. Alcris & Huda Kandalaft        
  
Reader One: Isaiah the Prophet cried out to God, I wish you would 
open the heavens that separate us and come down, making the 
mountains quake because you are here. Make your name known to all 
who are against you. May nations tremble because of your presence. 
Reader Two: You came before and did awesome deeds that we did 
not expect;  
Reader One: …you made our world shake at the sight of you. In all 
the history of the world, no ears have heard and no eyes have seen a 
God like you. 
Reader Two: You work for those who wait for you. 
Reader One: We wait and hope, as we light this first candle of 
Advent. (Light the Candle of Hope)                                
Reader Two: (prayer) O God, may the light of this first candle 
shine bright and clear, infusing our Hope in this season of 
Advent.  Amen 
       

All Sing Tune:  Away in a Manger 

     A candle is burning,                       Words:  Sandra Dean 

     A flame warm and bright 

     A candle of hope in December’s dark night. 

     While angels sing blessings 

     From heaven’s starry sky 

     Our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 



 
Call to Reconciliation                                          Rev. Alcris Limongi 

We long to be faithful, but too often we fail. We well know your command 
that we care for others but too often we end up focusing too much on 
ourselves. God well knows our foolishness, and is eager to forgive us. So let 
us confess together saying; 
 

Prayer of Confession                  Rev. Alcris Limongi 

Loving God of hope and love; you who-draws-near-to-us, we 
come to you acknowledging that we are living in fretful times, 
and wondering when this will end. We confess our fear, and at 
times, our lack of trust in you. We long to be faithful in times of 
trial and uncertainty, but we confess that sometimes we lose 
our way and are seduced by worry.  We confess that we are 
impatient at times, longing for things to be quickly resolved. 
Help us in these times, to learn how to more faithfully lean on 
you, and how to care more courageously for one another. We 
know we can do this, through your power, presence and peace. 
We offer this prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen  
    
Silent Confession 
 
Words of Grace and Forgiveness      Rev. Alcris Limongi 
 
Choral Response:  Halle, halle, halle    (sing twice) 
                                              
A Time with Our Children and Youth                 Huda Kandalaft 
    
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD   

 
First Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 64: 1-9          Wendy Fitzgerald (recorded)                              
     
Responsive Lesson: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  Rev. Alcris/Huda Kandalaft 
 
One: Hear us, Shepherd of Israel,   you who lead Joseph like a flock. 
You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth  
Many: before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. Awaken your 
might; come and save us. 
One: Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that we may be 
saved. 



Many: How long, Lord God Almighty, will your anger smolder 
against the prayers of your people? 
One: You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made 
them drink tears by the bowlful. 
Many: You have made us an object of derision to our 
neighbors, and our enemies mock us. 
One: Restore us, God Almighty; make your face shine on us, that we 
may be saved. 
Many: Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, 
the son of man you have raised up for yourself. 
One: Then we will not turn away from you; revive us, and we will call 
on your name. 
Many: Restore us, Lord God Almighty; make your face shine on 
us, that we may be saved 
 
Gloria, Gloria in Excelsis Deo  
Gloria, Gloria, Alleluia, Alleluia (x2)       
 
Gospel Lesson:  Mark 13: 24-37                      Zaya Kuyena (recorded)  
            
Anthem:     Keep Your Lamps Trimmed  Senior Choir (recorded)                        
 

V1: Keep your lamps trimmed and burning (x3) 
for this work’s almost done. 

 
Refrain: 

Children, don't grow weary (x3) 
for this work’s almost done. 

 
V2: Darker midnight lies before us (x3) 

for this work’s almost done. [Refrain] 
 

V3: Lo, the morning soon is breaking (x3) 
for this work’s almost done.[Refrain] 

 
[Repeat v.1 and refrain] 

 
Type: Words and Music; First Line: Keep your lamps trimmed and burningTune: Tune: African American 
spiritual; arr. by Jennifer Kerr Budziak, © 2016, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: Text: African American spiritual 
One License #A733294 
                           
 
Message:  “Enduring Words that Sponsor Hope”         Dr. Bailey 



                                                                                                
Silence 
 

WE RESPOND IN FAITHFULNESS 
The Presentation of Tithes and Offering                Dr. Bailey 

(We are grateful for the prayers and financial support of Parkdale’s ongoing 
ministry. Please continue. You are invited to take some time at home to write a 
cheque, or make a promise to go to the Parkdale Website: 
parkdaleunitedchurch.ca. You will see on the home page a button/link that says 
“Donate Now through CanadaHelps.org”. Click on that and make your 
offering.)   
 
Announcements: Life and Work of Our Congregation 

Musical Reflection       Debbie McGregor 

Dedication of the Offering                                                  Dr. Bailey 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer                             Rev. Limongi  

 Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and let us not fall 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen                                

 
AND WE GO FORTH TO LIVE HOPE 

 

Hymn: “Hail to God's Own Anointed” (tune: Ellacombe)  VU#30  
                                                                   
  Hail to God's own anointed, great David's greater Son! 
 Hail, in the time appointed, God's reign on earth begun! 
 Christ comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
 to take away transgression, and rule in equity. 
  
 Christ comes with justice surely to those who suffer wrong, 
 to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong, 
 to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
 whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious 
 in his sight. 
   

http://parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/
http://canadahelps.org/


Christ shall come down like showers upon the fruitful 
earth,  
and love, joy, hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth. 
Before him on the mountains shall peace the herald go,  
and righteousness in fountains from hill to valley flow. 

  
 To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend, 
 his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end. 
 The tide of time shall never his covenant remove. 
 His name shall stand for ever: that name to us is Love. 
Public Domain 

 

Blessing and Sending Forth                                                Dr. Bailey   

Sung Blessing: Alleluia Canon  

Sung by the children's choir with Rob Hilkes on flute. (recorded) 
Type: Words and Music Contributors: Douglas Wagner Tune: © 2020 Heritage Music Press/Lorenz Corporation 
(admin. by Music Services) All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Text: © 2020 Heritage Music Press/Lorenz 
Corporation (admin. by Music Services) All Rights Reserved. ASCAP, One License #A733294 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Confidential Phone Counselling – by Dr. Bailey. Contact 
information:  abailey@trytel.com; 613 728-8656 x 222 
 
Continuing in Prayer and Support: 
In these times, as in all times, we are trusting God to grant us 
wisdom, mercy and faith. As a community of faith and followers of 
Jesus we are reminded of the numerous times the Bible counsels us 
not to ‘be afraid’. Normally, this exhortation is accompanied by 
God’s promise to be with us. God being with us inspires and 
empowers us to be ‘with’ each other. We do this by praying for one 
another and reaching out by phone, facetime, Facebook, email, 
WhatsApp… you name it.  Let’s just stay connected. We send love 
and wish everyone comfort and good health, and look forward to 
hearing from you. May God bless us all. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS INBOX Please send your prayer requests 

to alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca.  
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Check out Parkdale’s Virtual Bazaar! 

It’s not too late.  Avoid the stores and support Parkdale!  Watch for 
the December Messenger for an updated listing of products still 
available.  
 

-Hand painted Christmas Gift Tags: 6 tags for $3. Adds a very 
special touch to any gift.  (stephensonkathleen067@gmail.com) 

 

-Photograph Greeting Cards: $3 each or 4 cards for $10.  Includes 
envelop & are blank inside.  Great for any occasion. 
(parkdalecards@gmail.com) 

 

- Green Tomato Chutney: $6 for a 250ml jar. 
(pamelagemmellbazaar@gmail.com)  

  

-Canned Spicy Pickled Beets: $4/pt (Valerie.hum@rogers.com)  

  

-Baking from Val’s Kitchen: Rhubarb/Strawberry pie, Pork/Beef 
Tortiere, Chicken Pot Pie, Blueberry Loaf & Raspberry Cornmeal 
Loaf (Valerie.hum@rogers.com)  

  

-Crafts by Val: Microwave cozies, Chef’s apron for children, yarn 
necklaces, scarves, and much more.  (Valerie.hum@rogers.com) 

  

-Knitting from Pamela: wide selection, including knitted dolls, baby 
clothes, afghans, hats for kids & adults 
(pamelagemmellbazaar@gmail.com) 

  

-Plants by Hannie: Mini-Streptocarpus, Escheveria Succulent & 
Ruellia. (hannief@sympatico.ca)  

 

See December Messenger: 
 

https://parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/Parkdale-Newsletter-December-2020.pdf  

 

Thank you for supporting Parkdale. 
Judy Hamley, Virtual Bazaar Convenor,   

Bazaar@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
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IN FROM THE COLD - 2020/2021:  Because of Covid-19 

pandemic, we have changed our long-time "Sit-Down Meal" to a 

"Take Out Meal’’ on Saturdays from 3:30 - 5:00 PM. This change 

started Saturday, November 14, 2020. We wish to thank the two 

Chefs, our donors, and everyone working behind the scenes to 

provide a meal for our guests who call on us. We ask everyone to 

continue to pray for our ministry. We will keep you updated. 

 

 

Children, Youth, & Young adults  

Contact: Huda at huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

Advent programs for children and youth will be around the theme 

“Do not be afraid” 

There are lots of opportunities for you and your family to be part of 

this journey of waiting and preparing with Parkdale family of faith. 

 

1. CAROLING: for all young families and those who wish to 

join on Dec. 12 at 6:30 PM.  

2. CHRISTMAS MOVIE AFTERNOON: young Families are 

invited to a short Christmas movie afternoon together on 

Dec. 19 at 4:00 PM. Bring your popcorn and enjoy! 

3.  PAINTING AND CRAFTING: for Sunday School 

children. We will be painting the themes of Advent: Hope, 

Peace, Joy and Love inspired by our theme of this year: “Do 

not be afraid”. We will also be making paper ornaments to 

hang on our trees. Every Sunday after Sunday School during 

Advent (Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20) around 11:00 AM. Bring 

your painting tools and join us over ring central. Once 

finished, please send Huda a picture of your paintings. We 

would like to make a collage at the end of the four weeks with 

all the paintings.  

mailto:huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca


4. COOKING: Attention youth ages 13 through high school: 

Our virtual cannelloni and Caesar salad night was such a fun 

success we’re going to do it again. This time, we’ll be virtually 

baking cookies beginning at 4:30 on December 13. Our plan 

will be to each make something different (we can have a 

“recipe exchange” beforehand), and then arrive at the church 

parking lot at 7pm for a socially distanced cookie exchange. 

We will take half of our handiwork and give it to the In-From-

The-Cold team for a tasty addition to the take-out meals they 

are distributing. Looking forward to another fun evening! 

 Extra points for anyone who finds a reference to cookies in 

the bible! :-)  

5. CHRISTMAS MINECRAFT: December 6 @ 4pm; We'll 

gather on RingCentral and then share the Christmas theme's 

challenge. Then children and youth will have 30 minutes to 

complete their challenge of building. We'll take some time to 

share our creations. (Parents, we will need your help to take a 

screen shot and send it to Camille to share on the screen.)      

6. CHRISTMAS LEGO: December 20 @ 4pm; youth and 

children are welcome to gather on RingCentral for a time of 

Christmas LEGO. We will share the Christmas theme's 

challenge. Then children and youth will have 30 minutes to 

complete their creation.  We'll have time to share our creations 

at the end. (Parents, we will need your help to take a screen 

shot and send it to me Camille to share on the screen.     

7. ADVENT STUDY: New Advent Study “The Journey” on 

Mondays for the Young Adults (IGNITE) starting Nov. 30th 

at 7:00 PM. 

8. PAGEANT: “Do Not be Afraid”: our pageant will be a 

virtual production and will take place this year on Sunday 

Dec. 20. Roles will be sent to families to record. Deadline to 

send your recordings is Dec. 6th.  

 

We hope to see many of you attending many of these 

gatherings. Our prayer is that this season will fill your 

hearts with the hope, the peace, the joy and the love of 

Christ. 

 



 

Upcoming Gatherings: 

Sunday school online every Sunday - today Nov.29 @ 10AM is 

the first Sunday of the church calendar year, and our lesson is about 

Hope. 

Many Advent crafts and activity sheets were sent to families to do at 

home or with us on Sundays. Please be sure to print your copies 

before our Sunday School gatherings. Also prepare your painting 

tools each Sunday and join us as we paint Advent themes. 

 

Senior Youth group online- Sundays @ 8:00 PM 

Next gathering is today NOV. 29 @ 8 PM, Dec. 13th Baking 

Christmas cookies. 

Junior Youth group online- Wednesdays @ 7:30 PM 

 Next gathering is Dec. 9 @7:30 PM, Dec. 13th Baking Christmas 

cookies. 

 
IGNITE group-On Mondays 

Our meetings in December will be every Monday on Monday Nov. 

30, Dec. 7, 14, 21 @7 pm. Time for fellowship and discussion for 

young adults. We will embark on a new study for Advent “The 

Journey”. All young adults are welcome to join our online meetings. 

Please send an email to huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca to join. 

Leaders’ Workshop is on Jan. 18th at 7:00 PM. All youth leaders and 

Sunday School teachers are invited to this time of praying, sharing, 

planning and equipping for the ministry. Please email Huda to 

confirm your attendance: huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

 

Colours and Giggles: the deadline is tomorrow Nov. 30th. Please 

send your pictures, jokes, coloured pages and any Christmas paintings 

to huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

 

Ring Central links will be emailed to all families and youth to join. 

Contact Huda or Camille if you would like to join any of these 

mailto:huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
mailto:huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
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meetings. Parents are invited to print out the children Worship 

Bulletin every Sunday for their kids. It is emailed out from the office 

along with the worship bulletin. You will find activities that we hope 

to help as conversation starters about the Bible story. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

AVAILABLE ON THE PHONE FOR 

THOSE WITH NO INTERNET – think of 

someone who would like to join the service 

this way and invite them…SPREAD THE WORD… 

If you know of people who cannot watch the services online, please 

let them know that they can call 343 882 1920 and enter 343 882 

4663# on Sundays at 10:30 am to listen to the service. (The line is 

open at 10:30am. If you need more info, contact Alcris) 

 

EMOTIONAL IMPACT OF COVID19. Let us continue caring 

for one another. “Therefore encourage one another and build each 

other up, just as in fact you are doing” (1 Thessalonians 5:11).  

 

KEEPING IN TOUCH. As we approach  

Advent, I extend a personal invitation to an exciting 

phone adventure: Remember the Parkdale’s Church 

2016 Directory? I need volunteers to call 5 people each 

during next week. If you are available, send me an email 

alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca to coordinate the list. 

You can also make a personal commitment and check on one other 

Parkdaler once a day or a week on your own.  

 

OTHER WAYS OF SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER  

THROUGH THIS TIME ARE AVAILABLE:  

 

PRAYER BUDDY. If you would like to join someone for prayer on 

a regular basis, we would be delighted to find a prayer buddy for you. 

You two will decide how and when to pray. Let Rev. Alcris know. 

 

PARKDALE BUDDIES. In this time of social isolation it is so 

important to have someone to check with on a regular basis. If you 

would like to have a buddy, let Alcris know.  

mailto:alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca


EARS ARE OPEN. It is normal that this new reality starts to 

impact our mental/emotional health. If you are feeling troubled, need 

to talk with someone, or in need of prayers, we are here for you. 

Please send Alcris an email or call the office for us to call you right 

back. We can meet on Skype, Zoom, and phone or have an email 

chat. You are not alone; we are all together in this! 

 

DENOMINATIONAL EVENTS: 

We rejoice because The United Church of Canada made a 

commitment to become an anti-racist denomination. Here is the link: 

https://www.united-church.ca/news/executive-starts-work-become-

anti-racist-denomination 

Check on the latest E-ssentials issue for information on:  
https://mailchi.mp/united-church/es201110?e=62343e4de7 

 For the Love of  Creation: Online Conversations every Monday in 
November from 7:30 to 8:30 pm. 
 

In This Time Of Global Pandemic, in the Context of major 

crises in the world, we continue to raise our voices in praises to 

God who is our hope, and to pray for the needs of our world and 

our congregation.  

Below are suggestions to add to your regular prayers. Pause in 
between requests and continue with your own words.  

Our world is in Pandemic, so We Ask God 
…As we approach the holydays, for renewed, mental and emotional 

strength to live through the lockdown. 
…for patience and self-discipline to continue following the health 

guidelines and showing our care for others and ourselves. 
… for governments to seek God’s wisdom to make the best 

decisions on behalf of their people 
…for the world medical community and all health care staff to be 

protected, strengthened, adequately supported, and valued. For their 
families that lend them to us everyday. 

… for scientists working towards an effective vaccine 
… for people who are currently sick with the virus, for health to be 

restored and for the emotional toll that COVID19 adds.  
… for family and caregivers of those who are sick 

… for those with their loved ones under restricted visits: in hospital 
or nursing homes, and in prison. 

 

https://www.united-church.ca/news/executive-starts-work-become-anti-racist-denomination
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For Our World 
…for Canada, our Federal and Provincial governments.  

…for the USA in the transition of power 
…for people in countries under dictatorial regimes, for change of 

hearts, justice and peace  
… for countries dealing with floods, hurricanes and other natural 

catastrophes 
…for countries in war or/and facing terrorist attacks.  

…for countries dealing with extreme poverty and lack of resources to 
manage and contain COVID19. 

…for people imprisoned waiting for justice, may their faith be strong 
and their hope be fulfilled.  

There are Needs Among Us, So We Obey Your Command to Pray 
for One Another 

… for the ones among us who are recovering from surgery at this 
time. Lord, be with them, speed their recovery. 

…for the ones in our congregation or from our families currently in 
hospital, sick at home or in nursing homes 

…for the ones diagnosed with cancer, waiting for surgery or tests, we 
ask for your peace and your comforting presence that strengthen us 

… for the ones currently in cancer treatments or any other treatment 
or rehab may every treatment be blessed by you and effective for 

their specific condition 
…for their families, and primary caregivers 

…for families with youth and young children 
…for our young adults 

…for the ones who feel lonely 
…for the ones affected with SAD, depression, anxiety, and other 

mental health conditions 
…for the ones making important decisions with their lives and 

properties 
…for the ones looking for employment and the ones under stress 

working long hours in demanding jobs 
…for the ones grieving  

…for the ones concerned about loved ones in places of high risk 
...for all the needs and cares of our hearts that are only known to you 
All these, with all other concerns and thanksgivings of our heart, we 

lift before you in the name of Jesus. Amen 
Pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 

____________ 
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