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In Brief
Isolation and social distancing gets more and more “normal” but
if you are feeling in need of support/help, please do not hesitate to reach
out. Call the church or our ministers.
Rev. Bailey, Rev. Limongi and members of the Pastoral Care team stand
ready to come alongside you.
Reach Rev. Bailey at the church (613) 728-8656 ext. 222 or by cell phone
(613) 292-5152. E-mail address is abailey@trytel.com
Rev. Limongi (613) 728-8656 ext. 224 or by email
alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca,
Huda Kandalaft (613) 728-8656 ext. 226 or by email
huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
Mary McLeod (Chairperson of the Pastoral Care Team) can be reached by
email mcleod.mm@gmail.com

Thank you to this month's contributors: David Odumodu, Kathleen Stephenson, John Harewood, Anthony Bailey, Huda Kandalaft, Judy Hamley, Faye
Beaufort, Helen Hayes
Front cover picture is by Monika Grabkowska on Unsplash
IMPORTANT: When submitting photos to The Messenger, please ensure you
have asked permission of the individuals if faces are clearly recognizable.
They should know that an electronic PDF version of the Messenger is posted
to the Parkdale website. See
http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE

Resurrection Life in the Midst of
the Pandemic
“Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!”

Here we are: a year and some months into the global Covid-19 pandemic. The shock of it has mostly worn off, as we are in varying ways
trying to adjust to this shifting new reality. The impact, the disclosure
of various inequities, the death, the grief, the vaccine controversies,
etc. all still consume our attention. In this pandemic moment, there
have been heroic achievements as well as tragic and violent outcomes.
As people of faith we are provoked to ask: Where is God in this? and,
What is the invitation?
Many decades ago when I was undertaking my seminary studies at the
Vancouver School of Theology, Helmut Thielicke was one of the theologians to whom I was drawn. He sought to make theology accessible
to all and was particularly concerned about ethics. He was a passionate
German preacher, scholar and conscientious opponent of Hitler and
his political project. However, it was not only his courage, his theology
and his stance against hate and violence that engaged me, but also the
tragedies of his life which gave rise to his understanding of God and of
hope.
For opposing Hitler, Thielicke lost his university positions, was always
under the threat of imprisonment and was repeatedly subjected to
humiliating interrogations by the SS. One day, as the war was coming
to an end, he walked to his Church in Stuttgart and found it bombed to
pieces. Then as he made his way home, he was traumatized over the
discovery that his house had been destroyed and there in front of him
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were his desperately hungry little children licking the pictures of food
in recipe books. In the midst of all this Thielicke stood week after week
in his bombed out church praying for his demoralized congregation
and preaching to them of hope in God. On one such occasion he told
them: “The one fixed pole in all the bewildering confusion is the faithfulness and dependability of God.”

The bold testimony of Resurrection Sunday (Easter) is that God is indeed faithful and dependable. This is the God who is smack dab in the
midst of our pandemic suffering and our pandemic recovery. There is
no Easter without Good Friday. Jesus experienced the violence, suffering, grief, rejection and death by crucifixion at the hands of the Roman
regime. God does not stand apart observing the wrong and the suffering and the inequities of life. In the fleshly life of Jesus, God experiences all of this. On the cross, Jesus takes on all the sin, all the violence,
all the rejection, all the pain and suffering, all the death, and dares to
entrust it all, including his life, into the “faithfulness and dependability
of God”. On the cross Jesus surrenders it all to God by saying: “Father,
into your hands I commit my spirit.” (Luke 23:46).
God raising of Jesus from the dead is arguably the signature moment
of the Christian story. It is both an audacious witness to God’s power
and trustworthiness and a solicitous call to confidently surrender every detail of our lives to God.
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also
received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the scriptures...But if there is no
resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; if
Christ has not been raised then our preaching is in vain and
our faith is in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:3,4,13,14)
In speaking of Jesus coming to live as one of us, the Christmas carol
proclaims, “the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight”. It is the Easter event that provides the context for experienc-
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ing and making sense of what this really means. The invitation is for us
to hope; and not a general wishful hope, but specifically to hope in
God.
We all have hopes. We hope to live lives of significance; we hope to be
loved and to love; we hope to make a difference in the world; we hope
for lasting joy; we hope to survive this pandemic; we hope that our
suffering and the suffering of the world won’t last, and perhaps may
even mean something; we hope to live in peace and for all to have
what they need; we hope for justice; we hope that each one is special
and that indeed all of our lives do indeed matter….we have hopes!
The truth is, we also have fears; lots of real fears. In our present context, we fear what lasting impact the pandemic might have. We also
have a host of other fears. How will we recover from Covid-19? We
fear death, we fear that we will not be accepted, we fear that life may
not have meaning, we fear for the lives of those we love, we fear for
the annihilation of our planet through climate change, we fear that
our attempts at love will be rejected. We all have fears.
Easter embraces us and our hopes and desires, our fears and insecurities, and points us to the life, teachings, example, experience, death
and resurrection of Jesus. Easter whispers into our ears and hearts and
minds and bodies: “You see all those fears, insecurities, desires and
hopes you have? Jesus knows them all, he understands them and

even more, understands the places in you from which they come.
And not only in you but in all people for all time. Just pay attention to what Jesus said and is still saying, how he treated people,
the spiritual disciplines he practiced, the kind of relationship with
God he cultivated in prayer, the dimensions of God he revealed, the
love and compassion and justice he enacted, the warnings and judgments he issued and the grace and forgiveness he abundantly pours
out. When you keep on doing this with a worshipping community of
people in faith, you will discover what needs to be let go, what needs
to be kindled and grown, what sin to confess, what priorities to cultivate, what justice to seek, what peace to receive and make in the
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world, what life to live, what spiritual gifts you have been given and
how to deploy them in ways that bless the world. In short, you will be
engaging in resurrection living.”
Easter takes utterly seriously the power of death and the reality of violence and injustice. Jesus did not receive a fair trial, he suffered state
violence through beatings, and he was crucified and did die. However,
by raising Jesus from the dead, God proclaims that the powers of
death, violence, sin, and injustice are no match for the power of God’s
eternal, holy and vibrant life. The life, teachings, example, revelations
and priorities that constituted Jesus’ life and witness, are in reality true
and to be trusted, lived and proclaimed. This resurrected life of Jesus is
intended for and indeed offered to all humanity.
Easter is less about discussing and conjecturing how resurrection actually works –although that has its place - and more about living with
faith and hope and power in our own day and circumstances. Resurrection life releases us and resources us to be bold, loving, just and
faithful in the times in which we live. Preacher Thielicke once said,
“Tell me how much you know of the suffering of your neighbours, and I
will tell you how much you have loved them.” He also wrote, “…as a
Christian I go down into this death with the complete confidence that I
cannot remain therein, since I am one whom God has called by name
and therefore I shall be called anew on God’s day. I am under the protection of the Resurrected one. I am not immortal, but I await my own
resurrection.” (Death and Life, 1970)

A blessed Resurrection celebration to you all,
Blessed Easter!
Anthony
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Congratulations
Please join us in congratulating Reverend Bailey
on being selected by Ottawa Chief of Police,
Peter Sloly, as a recipient of the "Chief of Police
Community Service Medal”. This award recognizes
exemplary community service and leadership in our
city. Chief Sloly expressed his appreciation for
Anthony’s engagement in various initiatives promoting
public well-being and safety, including his leadership in
anti-racism and diversity training for local & provincial
police services, schools and universities, and federal &
municipal levels of government, as well as his
involvement as a board member of Crime Prevention
Ottawa.
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Holy Week and Easter Activities
at Parkdale
Who would have thought last year that the pandemic would last
this long? But here we are. A year has passed, and we are taking
another Lenten journey apart. The Journey of Lent leads us to a
promise, to an invitation, an opportunity, and a new beginning.
Even as we are in the second year of pandemic and approach our
second Easter apart, the good news of the risen Christ continues to
greet us and welcome us and invite us into the life of God’s own
self.
Some of the online activities we will have for Holy Week and Easter
this year at Parkdale:

Our Lenten Garden has been a good resource for families who are
looking for at-home learning material for Lent. Check out the website
during Holy Week (from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday, March 28 to
April 4) for an interactive experience that takes us through the events
of the last week of Jesus’ life before his crucifixion. This resource has
devotions, storytelling, music, crafts, and meditations for all ages.
With a simple “click” you will find yourself included in the cries of
“Hosanna” on Palm Sunday or seated at the table of the Last Supper
with the disciples and brought into the garden of Gethsemane where
Jesus was arrested, his trial and crucifixion. Finally, we will arrive together at the day of the empty tomb and the celebration of Jesus’
resurrection.
Worship Services:
Palm Sunday: With a virtual Palm Parade we welcome Jesus, crying
Hosanna and blessed is the One who comes in the name of the
Lord. Our Sunday service of worship is live streamed at 10:30 on
YouTube.
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Maundy Thursday: April 1 at 7:00 p.m.: Remembering and celebrating
the Last Supper together. This is an event for all ages, gathering for
worship to remember the story of how the meal we call Communion
began with scriptures, story telling and music. You are invited to prepare your communion elements at home in preparation for the service.

Good Friday: April 2: A joint service with our neighbouring congregation St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church. This service will be available
on YouTube from 10:30 AM.
Easter Sunday: April 4: Proclaiming the Good News of the Risen Christ!
Our Sunday service of worship is streamed online on YouTube from
10:30 AM.
For more at home activities for Holy Week and Easter for Families and
Young Adults, please visit Parkdale’s Website at
www.parkdaleunitedchurch.ca and look for “Lenten Garden” for fun
interactive stories, crafts, songs, and activities!

Thank you to Jo-Anne, Camille, Roxanne and Wendy who helped with
the Easter Baskets. We pray that young families will find meaningful
resources (and yummy chocolate) to help them celebrate Holy Week
and Easter at home.
Huda Kandalaft
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Easter Sunrise Breakfast

Celebrating Easter at home with your family is a memorable gift.
Getting up early before dawn to watch the sunrise is a special
treasure that is not easily forgotten in life. This Easter tradition of a
sunrise breakfast helps your family create a sacred space. The
beauty of this tradition is that it starts Easter morning with a spiritual focus and centres the day in family and faith.
Some families already have this tradition and meet with other families at sunrise for an early breakfast, however, why not do it at
home this year? Breakfast can be simple or elaborate. Food is not
the focus here. The celebration of Easter is. The most important
element is simply gathering as a family and enjoying the time together. Start by preparing breakfast food ahead of time. Choose
food that does not take a long time to prepare. Perhaps set the
table up the night before, if possible. Consider having a different
place than your usual breakfast place; perhaps the deck if the
weather permits or near the window or on the balcony. Anywhere
where you can see the sunrise would work. Check when sunrise is
going to be on Easter Sunday. Plan to wake everyone in time to be
ready at the table about 10-15 minutes before sunrise. Serve
breakfast and have everyone seated.
When you gather around the table, begin with a simple prayer like
this:
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“God of Light, we give you thanks, and praise your name for your
light has overcome darkness. Today as we gather this early morning to experience your resurrection in a new way, we celebrate your
resurrection. As the sun rises and fills the sky, may your light and
your love cover the face of the earth. This we pray in the name of
our resurrected Lord Jesus Christ. Amen”.

Then greet each other with this Easter greeting (repeat three
times):
You: Christ is Risen!
Family members: He is Risen Indeed!
At this point you may sing a song that your children learned at
church or listen to a pre-recorded song that is meaningful to your
family.
Invite everyone to start eating their breakfast and have someone
read the passage from John 20: 1-18 slowly and deliberately. When
the reading is done, read the first line again: “Early on the first day
of the week, while it was still dark…” then say: Is it still dark outside? This is the time of day when Mary went to the tomb.
Ask, “How do you think Mary felt when she went to the tomb in the
dark?” If you are able to eat outside, take note of what sounds you
hear. Is it quiet? Is it noisy?
Enjoy breakfast together and notice as it gets brighter and day
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breaks. Share any thoughts and experiences that come to mind.
Ask questions that occur to you or use one (or more) of these conversation thoughts:

• What part of the John passage is most meaningful to you?
• The light outside seem to happen gradually. What does this tell
you about the resurrection?

• Mary called Jesus ‘teacher’ in the gospel reading. How is Jesus a
teacher to you?

• How do you think people felt when they realized that Jesus was
alive? Did they all feel the same or did some people feel differently from others?
‘Resurrection’ means coming back to life. Do you know that some
symbols of the resurrection are the butterfly and egg? What things in
the world around you remind you of resurrection today, and why?
Conclude your time together with a prayer of your own or use this
one: “Resurrection God, for this resurrection breakfast, a time to focus
on you and the mystery of resurrection, we give you thanks. Help us to
celebrate Easter and to share its message of hope and promise in our
life. We pray through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. Amen.”
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Introducing Eleanor Creasey
If you have been attending the
online services over the past
year, you will have noticed a
wonderful pianist in some services, Eleanor Creasey. She is
often joined by her trumpet playing son, David, in lovely tributes
to the theme of the day, and in
particular Remembrance Day.
Eleanor is also the newest member of the Parkdale United
Church Council, elected as a member-at-large at the AGM in February.
The Messenger was interested to find out more about Eleanor and she
joined us for a conversation this month.
Eleanor has lived in Ottawa for 9 years. She and husband Peter moved
here from Calgary to be closer to their children. Son David and his wife
Julie and beloved grandchildren Helen (9 ½) and Rose (4 ½) live in Ottawa
and daughter Erin lives in Toronto. Eleanor and Peter love Ottawa, with its
bike trails, green spaces, museums, and beauty, and treasure their time
spent with family. Eleanor describes her family as the “light of my life”.
Eleanor started learning the piano at age 7. She took music as her major
at University as part of her undergraduate degree in education. She became a teacher, first in secondary school, leading band and choral music,
and then moving to the elementary level, spending most of her career at
that level, again leading school music, and with a particular interest in literacy. Later, she completed her Master’s degree in educational leadership
and became a curriculum specialist, assistant principal, and principal.
As a retirement project she became an author, writing a book, a teaching
resource, “On Remembrance Day”. This was a collaborative project with
her husband Peter, who took most of the photos in the book. “On Remembrance Day” addresses questions such as: Who are the people who
offered their lives in war? Why do we remember them? How do we hon-
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our their memory? For children learning about remembrance and the
human toll of war, there can be hard questions to answer. This book is
meant to answer the questions kids ask about Remembrance Day and to
explain how and why we honour the men and women who have served
our country. She has also written 10 teacher resource guides to facilitate
classroom discussion of Canadian children’s novels.
Eleanor and Peter both have been members of the United Church all their
lives. Over the years, Eleanor has been involved in church choirs, leading
junior choirs and handbells. She conducted the church senior choir in
Calgary for one interim year as her church waited for a new choir director.
Both her children and her parents were part of the choir that year, so it
was a special time. Directing an adult choir gave her increased appreciation for the incredible commitment of time and talent that choir members
contribute to enhance the worship services.
Eleanor and Peter joined Parkdale because son David and his family were
already attending. She has been very happy at Parkdale, enjoying the inspirational leaders, the emphasis on living Christian values and the music.
She and Peter have volunteered for “In From The Cold”, joined some
walks with the walking group, and attended several presentations at
“Images and Stories.” She is looking forward to the new opportunity as
member-at-large on Council, hoping to contribute where she can. As she
notes, Parkdale is a large congregation, and sometimes it can be a challenge to develop relationships and discover your part to play. Taking on a
leadership role will be an opportunity to learn more about her church and
congregation.

She is a keen cyclist and she and Peter have cycled in Europe, the USA and
in parts of Canada. They have recently invested in new e-bikes, which she
says will help in climbing more hills! They enjoy travelling and visit friends
and family in Calgary as often as possible.
Playing the piano in the church during the pandemic has been a “gift” for
her during these difficult times – something positive and a way to contribute. Thank you so much for your gifts, Eleanor.
Debbie McGregor
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Messenger survey
In January, we launched an on-line survey about the Messenger
newsletter. Thank you to the 86 people who replied. All categorized
themselves as Parkdale members, attending church when there is no
Pandemic.

Respondents were:
• 10-20 years (0%)
• 21-30 years (1%)
• 31–65 years (47%)
• 66-74 years (31%)
• 75+ years (23%)
What people are reading for Parkdale news and events
• E-newsletter (74%)
• The Messenger –paper (50%)
• The Messenger—emailed (67%)
• Weekly service Bulletin (62%)
• Website (23%)
• Twitter (4%)
• Facebook (10%)
Most popular Messenger features:
• News from the pews (86%)
• Minister’s message (84%)
• Profiles of individuals (81%)
• Photos (80%)
• Upcoming events (79%)
• Images and Stories reports (74%)
• Council reports (74%)
• Committee reports (71%)
Would like to see added:
• Letters to the Editor (please send some!)
• Information about the “good” that Parkdale does— e.g. details
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

about how many people came to In From the Cold, what they enjoyed, what the meals were etc.
Connections to local community events and initiatives
Devotionals
Upcoming Council discussions/decisions
Singles’ activities
Information about supported charities
News about church members who can no longer attend services
Youth projects
More about young people

Other comments:
• Great way to keep up to date on what’s going on in the church if I
miss the Sunday gatherings. Also the opportunities to get involved
and ideas that Anthony puts in his message.
• The Messenger is too long
• I prefer a hard copy—it is easier to read
• A valuable source of information
• Well done
• Advertisements need to be for events in the future—they are out
of date quickly
• Important way to be connected during these difficult times
• My birthday gets forgotten
• The Messenger is sometimes the only way in which I can learn
what the Church is thinking about a new building or a change in
policy. Some of this may be mentioned during a church service but
the Messenger gives an opportunity for there to be more detail and for the reader to have a chance to think about it!
Thank you to all who replied. We will be reflecting on this feedback.
As we have learned, the Messenger is important to many and there is
always room for improvement.
One thing we do note is that people appreciate news about their
fellow members. We can only report what we hear about. Please
contact us if you have news to report, or suggestions for content.
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IN FROM THE COLD (IFTC)
2020/2021 SEASON CLOSES

A FIRST! WE HAD TO CLOSE EARLY !!!
In all its 19 years in existence, this has never happened. Our 2020/2021 IFTC
January season started off with a nervous feeling, yet with much hope that
the COVID19 pandemic would have settled or be controlled enough for us to
run our entire IFTC program. Looking back, in January 2020 we opened in
normal fashion with our 80 volunteers preparing for and serving sit-down
meals to 92 guests, then to 151 guests on February 22, 2020 and, as news of
the COVID19 virus filtered in, we served our last sit-down meal to 98 guests
on March 7, 2020. The following Saturday March 14 we moved to serving a
surprise take-out meal with now 20 volunteers preparing and serving our 50
disappointed guests. Adhering to the government’s health regulations we
had to abruptly shut down our meal distribution two weeks earlier than
planned.
Summer passed, and on Saturday, November 14, 2020 our dedicated IFTC
volunteer team of 20 started up again, still offering take-out meals because of
the challenges associated with the COVID19 pandemic. Each week the numbers grew as more people became aware of our take-out meal program and
88 guests picked-up meals and their Christmas gift packages on our last day of
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the season – December 19, 2020. For the first time, we were pleased to invite members of the congregation to pick up a meal for anyone unable to
come to our doors.
We restarted the new season as planned on January 9, 2021 with the anticipated end of this IFTC 19th year to be Saturday, March 27, 2021. On January
9th we handed out 63 meals. However, because of the Stay-at-Home order
issued by the Province of Ontario on January 12, 2021, we cancelled our takeout program until the order was lifted. Although that order was lifted in midFebruary, having watched the fluctuation in the number of cases and the uncertainty surrounding the spread of the COVID19 virus and especially its variants, plus our concern for the safety of our guests and our volunteers, we
decided to close-down the program for the rest of the season. Ottawa was
back in the “red-zone” on March 19, 2021.
We ask for your prayers for our guests and others in dire need on our streets.
We thank all our 80 volunteers who served in so many ways and those 20
volunteers who worked with some risk preparing for and serving during those
take-out times. I know you will all join me in thanking our two volunteer
chefs Ian & David, for providing amazing dinners for our guests for yet another year. It is our hope and prayer that we will be able to welcome our guests
and all our volunteers back to our sit-down activities in the Fall 2021.
With much gratitude from Rev. Anthony, Cici & Faye.
Thanks be to God.
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Birthdays in April

LECTIONARY FOR
APRIL

Our warmest
greetings to:

Good Friday April 2
Isaiah 52:13—53:12 Psalm 22 Hebrews 10:16–25 or Hebrews 4:14–
16; 5:7–9 John 18:1—19:42

1st: Sawyer Pinheiro
2nd: Allan Menzies
2nd: Hugh Nelson
3rd: Eleyana Molepo-Stearns
7th: Ellen McGuinty
8th: Ellen Andrews
10th: Doris Wilson
11th: Ike Goodine
11th: Margaret MacPherson
12th: Noah Linton
12th: Tristan Dos Santos
13th: Myracle Charley
13th: Andrea Nelson
13th: Benjamin Bosch
15th: Gloria Anderson
15th: Elizabeth Cheesbrough
16th: William Morris
19th: William Fitzgerald
23rd: Viola Menzies
25th: Barbara Lawton

Resurrection Sunday/
Easter April 4
Acts 10:34–43 or Isaiah 25:6–9
Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24 1 Corinthians
15:1–11 or Acts 10:34–43 John 20:1
–18 or Mark 16:1–8
Second Sunday of Easter April 11
Acts 4:32–35 Psalm 133 1 John
1:1—2:2 John 20:19–31
Third Sunday of Easter April 18
Acts 3:12–19 Psalm 4 1 John 3:1–7
Luke 24:36b–48
Fourth Sunday of Easter April 25
Acts 4:5–12 Psalm 23 1 John 3:16–
24 John 10:11–18

If you would like your birthday to be
a secret and your name taken off
this list or if names have not been
included and you would like them to
be added., please let the office
know.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Deepest sympathy is extended to the Tamir group
who were the family of Sylvia Marjorie May who
died on March 19, 2021. Please keep them in your
prayers. Sylvia could be seen in a wheelchair at the
front of the church during Sunday services. In Sylvia’s last days, Rev. Bailey was invited to visit with
her, and she recognized him and was so happy to
see him as he prayed and sang with her.

Barbara Faught had an important birthday on
March 6. Happy 80th birthday Barbara. It was
a ZOOM celebration!!

We are happy to report that Neil Mason and his wife Amelia welcomed
daughter Tessa Lennox into the world on March 4th 2021 weighing 7
lbs 2 oz. Sister for Bennett. Proud grandparents are David and Diana
Mason.
Janice Gray welcomed James Atticus Chew Kouyoumjian on March 3.
He is her 4th great grandchild. He lives in Vancouver so it will be a
while before she gets to meet him.
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Thank you Kathleen
Stephenson
After 9 years of faithfully serving as our
church Treasurer, Kathleen has retired
from this position. She has quietly and
competently carried out the many tasks
of this volunteer position with grace
and dedication.
This is a very important and vital role to
the ongoing operation of our church.
This is a daily job. Some of these duties
cannot be put off but need immediate
action. Here are examples of some of
the tasks required:
-Pay bills (averaging 30 cheques every month!)
-Ensure monthly staff payroll deposits are correctly made
-Track line by line all incoming and outgoing monies
-Ensure the bank balance is sufficient to cover payroll and outstanding
cheques
-Generate monthly statements for the Finance committee to review, line by
line
Kathleen has always been deeply involved in volunteering at Parkdale. Looking back over the last 20 years or so, Kathleen has been involved as: Chair of
Ministry & Personnel; Member of the Long Range Planning Committee; Vice
Chair of Council; Chair of Council; Chair of Finance; and Donations Coordinator.
Thank you again Kathleen for your dedicated service as our church Treasurer!
We are very grateful to you for this ministry you have provided. We owe you
a debt of gratitude for a job well done andyou’re your commitment. We are
sure you will enjoy the free time you now have.
Welcome to our new Treasurer-Debbie McGregor
We are blessed to welcome Debbie to the position of church Treasurer.
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Debbie is no stranger to this position, as
she was our church Treasurer from 19942001. Debbie has also been on the Finance
committee and is well aware of how the
church’s financial system works. I believe
she was involved in helping to develop the
system of books that we still use today.

Debbie, thank you for taking on this important position. I know you are dedicated
and committed and we are very blessed
that you have agreed to take this on.
We are deeply thankful for both Kathleen
and Debbie,
Judy Hamley on behalf of the Parkdale Congregation
Chair of Ministry & Personnel Committee

With Thanks
I would like to take this opportunity to reach
out to the Parkdale Church Family.
It has been my joy and pleasure to have
served as the Office Manager for Parkdale
over the last nine years. l have met so many
wonderful people that l have come to know
and call friends. Thank you all for the support
throughout my time at Parkdale, and all the
valuable lessons learned. Thanks for all the
very kind well wishes, cards and gifting, it has been over the top and
exceeded my expectations.
I will cherish you all and hope to see you at some time in the future
when things are back to a more normal.
Blessings
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Meditation: In a little while…
Since 2013, I have been a student in the Faculty of Theology at Saint Paul University taking one or two courses per year. This session my course is entitled
What is Truth? A Study of John’s Writings. We are studying the Fourth Gospel
in depth with special focus on the theological significance of “truth” and “life”
and will also more lightly consider John’s three letters and the book of Revelation. With this brief text, I honour Professor L Gregory Bloomquist who has
been a professor in the Faculty of Theology at SPU since 1987 and has taught
three of the courses I have taken. (The other two courses were an Introduction to the New Testament through Mark’s Gospel and The Letters of Paul.
Each of these courses has been a transformational learning experience. Gregory Bloomquist is an engaging and exacting professor: Blessed to be a blessing. His courses of study are just that, spiritual blessing!
This contribution to the Messenger is a slightly-revised brief essay, one of the
requirements in our current study of John’s Gospel. We students chose a
brief passage from John 14-16 to “explore in a bit more depth than a general
overview” and to present to the class. What follows is my presentation,
shortened, of John 16: 16-33. I hope Messenger readers will find it a timely
and worthy reflection in these weeks leading up to Easter, and to Jesus’ Passion.
Kathleen Stephenson

In John 16:16-33, the Disciples Grief Turns to Joy
In these few verses of the John’s Gospel, confused disciples will hear the
words “in a little while” 7 times. Over and over they have been told about
things that are to come. Here, in the Fourth Gospel, whatever is to come
is promised by Jesus over and over and, as they hear, it will come “in a
little while”.
In this highly repetitious passage of scripture, just 18 verses, the disciples
hear the full promise: “In a little while you will see me no more, and then
after a little while you will see me”. Exactly that puzzling phrase is repeated 4 times. What does a disciple or indeed would we make of that kind of
promise? “See me no more” has a ring of finality but then “you will see
me”? Perplexing! Especially since Jesus tells them that they will “weep
and mourn as the world rejoices” and then, as above, in a little while, they
will be filled with joy. Something of immense importance and joyous is
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coming but then this new perplexity! “You will see me no more and will
grieve but grief will turn to joy.” John 16: 19-20
From early times interpreters have been divided about the appearances to
which Jesus refers when, as he says, the disciples will see him. Is it foretelling of the appearances after his resurrection or is it in reference to the
end of time when the world, a new creation, is reborn? Either or both of
which will happen “after a little while” depending on what “a little while”
means. John 16:24 Jesus also repeats what he has previously told them: “The
Father loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came
from God. I came from the Father and entered the world; and now I am
going back to the Father.” John 16:26-28 And the disciples reply with gratitude
that Jesus is now speaking plainly: Now you speaking clearly, Now we can
see… This makes us believe. John 16:30
And Jesus replies “Do you now believe?” and I think we must puzzle over
what Jesus means when he responds with that direct question. They have
just said, plainly, that now they believe but still Jesus asks “Do you…?”
Did they really believe? Did they understand what they now so strongly
assert that they do believe? I think we learn that they did not, but who
could?
This chapter of John’s gospel ends with great promise but includes the
merest hint of what will come first: “I have told you these things, so that in
me you may have peace. In this world, you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33
“Take heart! I have overcome the world.” Deeply promising, Jesus is
comforting his disciples. And that could be the end of the Gospel. “I have
overcome the world.” But Truth, writes John who is the Way, the Truth
and the Life, will only be known in its fullness when God has completed
his purpose to unite all things in Christ, to unite all things in heaven and
on earth. (Eph 1:10)
And now, right here as we read, we know well that there is more to
come. But the writer of the Fourth Gospel leaves a pause after the promise of peace. Thanks be to God!
Kathleen Stephenson
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PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT
WORKING GROUP UPDATE
Further to the update on Property Development Working Group
(PDWG) work provided to the Annual General Meeting on
February 28, some concerns about the work that has been undertaken were brought to our attention.
Your PDWG takes these comments and concerns seriously and is
taking action to respond. We are currently in the process of
putting together a Special Edition of the Messenger, which will
provide a comprehensive overview of our work to date and the
options that have been explored. We are aiming to make this
Special Edition available by Anniversary Sunday, May 2, 2021
and we are very much looking forward to your feedback. We
trust that the provision of more detailed information will help to
alleviate your concerns.
Also in the preliminary planning stages is a congregational
meeting sometime in June, probably by ZOOM, with a presentation of the options under consideration, and an opportunity for
discussion and questions. Again, please rest assured that no
decisions have been made.

Property Development Working Group Members:
Anthony Bailey, Camille Beaufort, Helen Hayes, Barry Hobin, David Mason, Hugh Nelson, Kathleen Stephenson, Alexandra Stockwell, Dennis van Staalduinen
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Letter from
Urban Christian Outreach
Dear Members of Parkdale United Church,
Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to
me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you
a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see
you sick or in prison and visit you?’
And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the
least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25: 34-40 ESV

Thank you for your partnership in the work of Urban Christian Outreach.
In the year 2020, by the Grace of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and with
your help, we celebrated 27 years of ministering to the needs of the poor, the
homeless and the marginalized, on sidewalks, in parks, drop in centres, coffee
houses, shelters, hospitals, prisons and in our classroom at the Royal Ottawa
Mental Health Centre, where we partner to run an Adult Education program.
Wet hank God for you and for your faithfulness, especially during the challenges of the COVID-19 Pandemic. May our Lord bless you for your kindness
and for your sacrificial offerings. To God be the Glory!
In Christ’s Service
Jill Wilson, Executive Director.
(Editor note: Parkdale donated $3,914.25 to Urban Christian Outreach in
2020. Our Easter Offering is earmarked for UCO)
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Letter from
Ottawa Innercity Ministries
‘What does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness
and walk humbly with our God: Micah 6:8
Dear Parkdale United Church
How different is our world today, compared to last year when I prepared my
special tax receipt thank you letter. How much more do we need to take
time to stop and reflect and have a cup of tea.!
One similarity to last year is your generosity in giving to help us continue
through the challenges of 2020! We have maintained all our staff, took time
to regroup in March, and reopened to deliver excellent service since then, all
the while following the directives of Ottawa Public Health. Your gift has
helped us accomplish this. Thank you.
Writing in this lockdown, none of us knowing what is coming next, we turn
our attention and affection to the One who has all things under control. I
want to encourage you as never before to reach out to God in these times of
need, wait upon Him, and watch as he proves he proves Himself faithful over
and over again. I’m sure you can imagine how this past year has affected our
fronds on the streets. Yes, this has been a very dark time for them, especially
for those who suffer from mental health issues. At the very same time,
please consider how much more appreciative friends on the street are as
they recognize that there are people, behind the scenes, just like you, who
desire the best for each one and who genuinely care. A gift is given, and
many are blessed. Thank you for partnering with us through this difficult
time. As we come closer to a resolution, we stand together, have hope for
the future, and continue to bless others as we ourselves have been blessed.
As you enjoy your cup of tea, think of the lives that have been touched by
your support. Hear, through me, the voices of many saying Thank you, thank
you.
God bless you in 2021, Ken MacLaren
(Editor note: Parkdale donated $1,000 to Innercity Ministries in 2020. The
thank you letter included a herbal tea bag)
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IMAGES & STORIES – Friday, February 26, 2021
Rev. Ken MacLaren, Executive Director of Ottawa Innercity Ministries (OIM) was the guest speaker at our Friday evening Images &
Stories, which was attended by about 30 Parkdalers and friends.
Rev. Ken is passionate about the work of the organization which he
heads up at 391 Gladstone Ave. He assumed the duties of Executive
Director in 2003 for the organization, which was established in
1988. They are committed to building a just society where people
are valued, shown dignity and respect and are given opportunity to
attain a higher quality of life. They are dedicated to promoting
change in the areas of poverty, homelessness and social justice in
Ottawa. Rev. Ken oversees a staff of 11 members and over 100 volunteers who demonstrate the message of Christ mainly through
their street outreach program, showing compassion and respect to
the homeless on the streets of downtown Ottawa.
Their largest program is their Street Outreach program where they
have 19 teams of volunteers walking the streets of downtown Ottawa 7 days a week asking the poor and homeless if they need help.
You see these volunteers on the streets of downtown Ottawa in
their red vests with the OIM name on the back handing out sandwiches, granola bars, knapsacks, shoes, etc.
The second program is their Day Drop In Program which is somewhat curtailed because of the COVID pandemic. Prior to COVID,
roughly 40-45 children would drop in. However, they do have a lineup at their doors twice weekly when they hand out food.
Their newest program is their Innercity Veteran Outreach Support
(IVOS). In this program they reach out to Veterans on the streets,
enquiring if they need help. If they do, OIM reaches out to the various services for veterans, be it Veterans Affairs or, more recently ,reaching out to Veterans’ House which is owned by Multifaith
Housing Initiatives. As well, they now have a Fellowship Group
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which meets on a Wednesday where some 35 veterans share
coffee, camaraderie and share the Gospel.
Finally, their Innercity Arts program is very popular with youth. In
these times of the COVID pandemic, some youth are living in fear.
They are nervous, afraid and are fleeing domestic violence at home
and find some comfort in having a place in which they are welcome.
That is the strength of their Arts Program where youth find happiness in their new friends and acquaintances. They also participate
in a Work Skills Development program. Youth are taught to be respectful, establish good working habits like showing up on time,
good work experience such as working one or two days per week so
that can be put it on their resume. They begin to gain confidence
having had even a short work experience and their lives begin to
change for the better.
Many of our guests had not known about this organization which
Parkdale supports financially. Rev. MacLaren started with an
unusual opening by asking which is the oldest Book in the Bible. We
were to find out that it is the Book of Job. Rev. Ken takes his inspiration from and he read from Job Chapter 29:12-16 which reads “I
rescued the poor who cried for help” in verse 12 and then speaks of
the fatherless, the widow, feet to the lame, father to the poor, etc.
Not only was it a powerful presentation but certainly a real eyeopener to many.
Thanks to the COVID pandemic there were hardly any trips being
taken to report on at our Images & Stories evening. Presentations
on two of the organizations that we support turned out to be a welcome idea; Multifaith Housing and Ottawa Innercity Ministries.
Faye Beaufort
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MISSION & SERVICE
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
When Parkdale donates money to the
head office of The United Church of Canada’s “Mission & Service” fund, we join
together with other United Churches
across Canada to share what we can with
people and places that need it most.
The three goals of Mission & Service are:
1. TO HELP TRANSFORM AND SAVE LIVES.
LOCALLY, we help people in need by supporting shelters for the
homeless, food banks, soup kitchens, and refugee programs. We
reach out to young people through camping and campus ministries.
We care for people who are sick or at the end of life by supporting
addiction, mental health, and counseling services as well as hospice
care.
GLOBALLY, we help people access clean water, food, and medical care. We support skills training and economic development. We
help with peace-making and sustainable agriculture efforts. We provide disaster relief and advocate for the rights of those who all too
often don’t get a say, like children and migrant workers.
2. INSPIRE MEANING AND PURPOSE. We give opportunities for people
to grow spiritually in all kinds of amazing ways.
LOCALLY, we support theological schools, education/retreat centres, and events that promote spiritual development and personal
reflection. We help create and sustain new and innovate ministries
and help communities of faith that are remote or in need.
GLOBALLY, we support theological schools and church organizations that change lives by offering practical training in vital areas of
need like agriculture and health.
3. BUILDING A BETTER WORLD. When we help transform and save
lives and inspire people to live with meaning and purpose, we build a
better world.”
(Taken from the United Church of Canada’s “Mission & Service”
booklet to inform you of some of the work the United Church of
Canada is doing at home and globally.)
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Finding home in Hawaii
Dayanti Karunaratne
This was meant to be an essay about
building a new life and home on the Hawaiian island of Molokai. I moved here
from Ottawa with my family this past summer, fulfilling a dream to return to this
family property that includes 14 acres of
farm fields, orchards, and retail spaces, as well as a comfortable twobedroom house.
But as farmers, our focus since arriving has been on the outside spaces. My husband Alex does most of the growing: he quickly put together
a large vegetable garden, got a hydroponic system going in one of the
greenhouses, and began strategic pruning of the mango trees.
I end up managing the mess that’s left behind. Turns out that the leafy
tree canopy, so pleasant to walk under, isn’t an effective part of farm
production. Strong gusts break brittle branches, and it’s easier to pick
mangoes if they aren’t too high up.
So we prune and clear, and a massive pile of sticks and tree trunks
grows not far from the house. Everyone has a different take on whether it’s advisable to burn. We collect tin to make a sort of burn box and
are advised to dig a deep pit — an imu, the kind one would roast a pig
over — and light the match on a rainy day. But the rain does not come:
we live on the west end of Molokai, which is experiencing extreme
drought conditions. Then the electric company comes and cuts down
more trees to avoid damage to their wires. Though they make tidy
piles and leave us some mulch, the land seems bare.
As I throw branches of milo and haole koa across massive ironwood
trunks, my eyes are drawn to the beauty of sun-bleached wood, and I
consider other options. Can’t we make something with this? Alex posts
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to a local social media page, but there
are no takers. Then I
hear an old friend,
who happens to
make fences with
local timber, say
ironwood is used for
hales. Until I looked
it up, I had thought
the word hale (haLAY) was simply a
direct translation for
“house” or “home,” as in “turn left at the blue hale.”
But a little research reveals that a traditional hale is more of an allnatural pavilion with a leafy thatched roof. I was surprised to learn that
over the past 20 years, hales have been written into the state’s building codes. It’s not a house for Ottawa climes: no cooking, electricity, or
even generators are allowed. While the thatched roof can be made
with any leaf grown and harvested in Hawaii, there is a short list of
approved framing material, and I was excited when I saw ironwood,
Casuarina equisetifolia, at the top of the list. It’s a use-what-you-have
approach that does not discriminate against invasive species; indeed,
only one of the approved species is endemic to Hawaii. Perhaps most
incredible of all: the built-to-code hale stands without the use of any
nails or any kind of metal. Natural and synthetic rope and the skill to
do it right bring it all together.
I connect with a neighbour, who mentions her husband might be interested in the wood. My neighbour is keen, says they have always wanted to build a hale, but the time is a challenge. What’s more, her family
is related to the renowned hale builder Frances Palani Silenci, who has
built over 300 hales. I envision a group of us heaving the trunks across
our property, working together to build something natural (not to
mention shrinking that stick pile). But since the pandemic is making
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gatherings of any size impossible, the building of a hale isn’t a priority.
The important thing now is food, so she’s spending a lot of her time
bringing in food and distributing it free to the community.
To say Molokai people take care of each other is an understatement;
it’s more fitting to say that to live on Molokai is to accept that a certain
portion of your life will be dedicated to helping your neighbours. While
I knew this before moving here, to see it on display against the backdrop of COVID-19 is truly inspirational. One friend brushed off my earnest hale questions by saying: “It’s easy. You can build with anything.
Anyone can build a hale.” But I don’t think this is a project to rush into.
I’d rather work alongside the people who can teach me and tell me
what the hale means to them. And something tells me we will have
plenty of branches and trees to offer when the time comes.
Dayanti Karunaratne was at Parkdale for several years before moving
to Hawaii in 2020
Re-printed with permission from Ottawa Magazine, Interiors Edition,
February, 2021
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Parkdale Council
Parkdale Council meets once per month during the year. The first meeting for
the new church year (following the Annual General Meeting in February) was
held on March 23. We welcomed new members Matthew Baker and Eleanor
Creasey, and the meeting was chaired by new Council Chair, Rob Hilkes. The
meeting was held as a ZOOM call, with 18 in attendance. Council has 20
members, which includes committee chairs, ministry staff and elected positions.
Council members send in written reports from their position or their committees prior to the meeting, instead of verbal reports. Questions are answered at the meeting , but no lengthy reports are heard. This allows Council
time at the meeting for discussion of agenda items. The meeting begins with a
short devotional and a formal agenda follows.
On this meeting's agenda, Council discussed:
1. Family and Youth Ministry Permission forms
Huda Kandalaft provided an update regarding two permission forms created
for youth participating in various programs and initiatives. One form provides
permission to use images and videos of the youth, which will be helpful for
Easter pageant and other things coming up. The other form is permission for
youth texting, which will help facilitate the proposed mentoring program and
other initiatives. The forms will help protect the youth and others involved.
Youth who are over 18 can provide their own permission, all other youth are
required to have a parent signature.
2.

The need for Police Records checks for adults who will be mentoring
youth

3.

A draft job description for music worship arts leadership

4.

Succession planning for Council and committee positions.

The next meeting will be held on April 27 at 7pm. Congregational members
are welcome to attend and participate (non Council members just can’t vote).
If you would like to join any meeting, please contact the church office to be
added to the ZOOM invitation.
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Dear Messenger reader and friend of Parkdale United
Church.
At its recent meeting, Council welcomed
new Council members and spent a bit of
time talking in small groups about Council
and welcoming new leaders. The groups
talked together about the expectations of
those serving on Council and the benefits of
serving aware that there are currently three
vacancies on Council including Vice-Chair and chairs for the Stewardship
Committee and the Faith Formation and Christian Education Committee.
Here is how one member of Council described the brief break-out sessions:
Ha!! I wasn't sure where that idea was going to go; but it was just
great! It was like an ice-breaker at the end rather than at the beginning. Seriously, from what we heard from the different groups, each
had short, meaningful, happy discussions throwing around ideas. I
think we could have more of these.
For our new Council Chair, Rob Hilkes, and our newly commissioned chair
of Recruitment and Succession Planning, Kathleen Stephenson, the discussions provided ideas for how Council can and perhaps should conduct itself,
and identified some of the expectations and compensations of serving!
If you would like to know more about Council, about any of the three vacant
positions and other ways to serve, please do not hesitate to contact Kathleen
Stephenson (stephensonkathleen067@gmail.com) or through the church office
Opening devotions at the meeting included recitation of a hymn entitled Take
My Gifts by Shirley Erena Murray. The third verse beautifully attests to how
and why we serve.
Take whatever I can offer-gifts that I have yet to find,
skills that I am slow to sharpen,
talents of the hand and mind,
things made beautiful for others
in the place where I must be:
take my gifts and let me love you,
God who first of all loved me.
Kathleen Stephenson
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No, No, this article on Stewardship is not about how much or how to give to
Parkdale United Church. No, this article on Stewardship is not a clever way
for the church to extract more money from congregants and adherents. The
primary aims of this article are to articulate my understanding of Christian
Stewardship; to appeal to you to consider becoming a member of the Stewardship Committee here at Parkdale; to highlight a few of the initiatives the
Stewardship Committee has undertaken over the years, as well as what more
can be done.
I have started by trying to dispel the notion I have had that churches and religious organizations in general (from my experience) have focused too much
on equating Stewardship with money and resources. I have been encouraged
that Stewardship in the church is not all about money by a couple of articles I
found on Stewardship by the US Bishops Pastoral Letter and by the Anglican
Church of Canada.
Stewards of Creation
Stewardship is described as a “faithful response to God’s Mission … and as a
core Christian practice rooted in scripture”. In the story of Adam and Eve, they
were entrusted with the land of the Garden of Eden, to work it, to steward it
and consume only part of the produce of the land. We know what happened
and the ensuing pattern in our world of excessive consumption, exploitation,
degradation and violence to the environment and its peoples.
However, as stewards of creation, we are called to value, respect, protect and
preserve all of God’s creation including life, and the environment, while at the
same time joyfully appreciating the God-given beauty and wonder of nature.
We are called to consume only what is necessary and to use the resources
that God has provided to serve God’s purpose. We are called to look after
ourselves and our neighbours, to sustain one another so that we can all live
life fully without violence and abuse.
The Stewardship Committee at Parkdale has in the past encouraged the congregation in this regard by initiating activities and observations of Earth Hour,
Earth Day, raising awareness of climate emergency, participation in the citywide clean-up day of our neighbourhoods and by providing stewardship infor-
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mation in the Messenger and during worship services. The Committee has
also encouraged and introduced a recycling program in which the congregation actively participates.
And of course, the In-from-the-cold ministry, pastoral care ministry and numerous other life-sustaining church ministries as well messages from the ministers, while not initiatives of the Stewardship Committee, are truly ways in
which the church stewards creation.
Of course, more can always be done and there will always be room for improvement. That is why increased membership in the Stewardship Committee will help harness the ideas of others into more initiatives and more
effective ways of stewarding creation. Membership in the Committee of the
younger folk who will inherit the outcomes of our current behaviours and
practices, will be especially valued.
Stewards of Our God-given Talents
Each one of us has been blessed with talents of various sorts and some have
parlayed their talents into vocations. Others, while not having discovered
their particular vocation, have gifts with which we are called to serve God and
others. "As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good
stewards of God's varied grace" (1 Pt 4:10).
The Stewardship Committee has facilitated Spirit-given Gifts workshops where
participants have learnt what are their special gifts and how they might use
them. Out of these workshops, folks have come away more confident of how
they might better serve God’s purpose, in church life and otherwise. Has everyone noticed the numerous talents displayed in church each Sunday? We
are very much blessed by the number of people in the church who are serving
God’s purpose in the various activities they take part in. These are all ways in
which we are stewarding our God-given talents. In the future, the Committee
can run more workshops and further encourage folks to come forward to
offer their God-given gifts in the church and in the wider community.
Stewards of Our God-given Resources
Just as all have been blessed with talents, so also has God given each of us
particular resources of varying degrees. Be it money, property, time or other
resources, they have been provided to us by God to steward. In my opinion,
stewarding my financial resources implies spending within my means and only
giving to the church what I can afford – and all in accordance with God’s pur-
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pose. Unfortunately, in my opinion, some churches and religious organizations overemphasize the importance of giving resources, especially money, to
their church.
At Parkdale, the Stewardship Committee has in the past provided information
and encouragement for the congregation to give. In collaboration with the
Finance Committee, the financial needs of the church and summary of givings
have been provided as well as suggested percentages for giving. I am not too
comfortable with that approach as I believe individuals and families, taking
cognizance of their financial needs, do not need such additional prodding. I
believe that congregants will recognize the value of the services provided by
the church and give according to their means.
The Stewardship Committee has in the past organized financial management
workshops. My hope for the future is that the Committee would sponsor
these sorts of financial workshops which would focus more on helping participants learn how to better manage their financial resources, including learning
effective budgeting.
A Steward's Way – Disciples as Stewards
As disciples of Jesus, we want to follow Jesus and that entails being Christian
Stewards. While not easy, we take the call seriously and by the Grace of God
will strive to live as Christian Stewards. In addition to future activities previously mentioned, I would hope that the Committee would sponsor, in collaboration with the Youth Groups, a Youth-involved project on climate change.
Another possible project could be participation of the congregation in a community garden.
Please consider joining the Stewardship Committee. The Committee needs
you in order to better fulfill its mandate at Parkdale. We need your ideas and
energy. Much can be accomplished together.
David C. Odumodu
Please Note that while some of the information in this article on Christian
Stewardship has been obtained from a variety of sources, including the US
Bishops Conference, the Anglican Church of Canada and the United Church
of Canada, any misinterpretation or errors are mine.
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PRAYER SHAWLS. If you have someone who is ill or suffering the
impact of COVID, and you would like to give a shawl from the congregation,
please speak with Rev. Alcris.
PRAYER BUDDY. If you would like to join someone for prayer on a regular
basis, we would be delighted to find a prayer buddy for you. You two will decide how and when to pray. Let Rev. Alcris know.
MEALS. There are always opportunities to cook a fresh meal for someone else
going through a difficult time. If you would like to be in our list of Caring
Kitchens cooks, please email us.
CARING KITCHENS. If you know of someone from the congregation that
would be encouraged or supported with a meal, please let us know.
PARKDALE BUDDIES. In this time of social isolation it is so important to
have someone to check with on a regular basis. If you would like to have a buddy, let Alcris know.
EARS ARE OPEN. It is normal that this new reality starts to impact our mental/emotional health. If you are feeling troubled, need to talk with someone, or
in need of prayers, we are here for you. Please send Alcris an email or call the
office for us to call you right back. We can meet on Skype, Zoom, and phone or
have an email chat. You are not alone; we are all together in this!
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it’s always about the pandemic.
Namby: Yes, that’s the new normal,
everybody says, as if we dare not
forget that that’s the priority which
must come before any other.
Pamby: Except that, as I see it,
that’s not the end of it. It’s funny;
one moment we are talking about
the new normal; at the same time,
we are waiting for the old normal to
come back.
Namby: Right. And some of us
aren’t very good at the waiting
game.
Pamby: Some of us, you say! I think
that you mean the majority of us. In
any conversation I have, I can expect
to hear ‘When is it all going to end?
When will this super-scary virus go
away?’
Namby: When I hear those questions, immediately I remember what
my children used to ask their father
and me when they were much
younger and we were taking an
outing to an amusement park or a
yummy ice cream parlour and the
drive seemed unending.
Pamby: Wow! We may compare
notes; I remember my children’s
questions whether we were walking , driving or on the bus –‘ Dad,
are we there yet? How much longer
is it going to take? You guys said
that it wasn’t far that it won’t be
long --and now we’re stuck.’
Namby: And I could hear myself or
their father saying ‘please be patient.’
Pamby: But we aren’t talking about

THE BIG ‘P’
Namby: Good morning,Pamby.
Pamby: Ok, good morning to you as
well.
Namby: Sounds as if you had to
check before deciding that it was a
good morning.
Pamby: You might have congratulated me for thinking before I spoke.
Namby: Since when do you have to
think before saying ‘ Good morning’?
Pamby: You might be surprised, but
one thing that I’m learning these
days is not to take anything for
granted.
Namby: So, is that one of your pandemic lessons?
Pamby: Yes, and it’s one of the hardest ever.
Namby: How so?
Pamby: Well, I feel that a major part
of my life has been taken away; I
mean, I can’t do a simple uncomplicated thing such as dropping into
the cute little café on the next street
to have a tea or coffee and a muffin.
Namby: You are right. I have to think
twice before hugging my kids when
they come back from school and my
husband says that I check him out
every time he comes in from outside. He has to remind me that he
doesn’t have fleas!
Pamby: That’s exactly what I have
been thinking, not of course, about
fleas, but that we almost can’t do
anything which we normally did before, even if we are wearing a mask;
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one family on a trip or excursion; we
are talking about a whole country or
rather, the whole world ; it’s as if
we are all at a Stop sign waiting for
the light to change from Red to
Green again.
Namby: A friend of mine recently
told me that he was tired of being
patient. His father is in a Seniors’
home which has been hard hit by
the virus. For the past few months,
all that he has been able to do for a
visit is to wave to his father who sits
at a window looking lost.
Pamby: My son, now a teenager, as
you know, told me yesterday that
the teacher in one of his Virtual Ethics classes has chosen to introduce
them to JOB.
Namby: You mean the personality in
the Bible famous for his patience,
eh?
Pamby: Yes, but I don’t think that
my son got the right message. As
you know, he loves soccer and hockey and is very competitive but, of
course, his team hasn’t been able to
play since January last year.
Namby: So, he can’t think that he is
missing games any more than the
other teams which haven’t been
able to play, does he?
Pamby: That’s not his point. He feels
that he has been patient enough
already and doesn’t understand why
the teacher would choose to lecture
him and his team-members about
patience at this time.
Namby: So, what did you say to him
when he spoke like that?

Pamby: I didn’t get a chance to
reply; he finished the conversation
by reminding me that we weren’t
living in BIBLICAL times and that,
anyway, he was too young to be
JOB.
Namby: Wow! Guess that was one
time when you knew to hold your
peace!
Pamby: Yes, I understood how hard
it has been for him and his friends.
Namby: But, bet you won’t believe
how the conversation ended with
my friend who was frustrated that
his only communication with his
father was by his waving at him. Do
you know that he hasn’t lost his optimism?
Pamby: How so? Waiting months
for something positive to happen
during a pandemic can make even
the strongest JOB lose patience.
Namby: But he hasn’t. He is a poetry
buff, reads widely and especially
likes the faith in the poetry in the
Bible.
Pamby: Really?
Namby: Absolutely. After telling me
how frustrated he was, he burst out
with
‘they who wait for the Lord shall
renew their strength, they shall
mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they
shall walk and not faint’.
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Parkdale United Church
We respond to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings
by:

Uniting in joyful worship as an
act of praise and gratitude, for
inspiration and guidance

Providing learning opportunities for the Christian way of
life and to enhance Biblical
literacy

Supporting each other through
pastoral care and concern

Promoting justice

Reaching out to
people in need
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