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We are always looking for new 

ideas, for submissions and for 

“Messenger roving reporters”. If 

you and a friend like to chat, face 

to face or by phone, perhaps you 

could make a few notes and let us 

know what you chat about during 
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edit, condense or reject submis-

sions but always try to find space 

for all.  
 

Next issue:  September 2021 
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In Brief 

 
Isolation and social distancing gets more and more “normal” but  

if you are feeling in need of support/help, please do not hesitate to reach 

out.  Call the church or our ministers. 

 

Rev. Bailey, Rev. Limongi and members of the Pastoral Care team stand 

ready to come alongside you.  

 

Reach Rev. Bailey at the church (613) 728-8656 ext. 222 or by cell phone 

(613) 292-5152.  E-mail address is abailey@trytel.com  

 

Rev. Limongi (613) 728-8656 ext. 224 or by email 

alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca,  

 

Huda Kandalaft (613) 728-8656 ext. 226 or by email 

huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

 

Mary McLeod (Chairperson of the Pastoral Care Team) can be reached by 

email  mcleod.mm@gmail.com 

 

IMPORTANT: When submitting photos to The Messenger, please ensure you 

have asked permission of the individuals if faces are clearly recognizable. 

They should know that an electronic PDF version of the Messenger is posted 

to the Parkdale website. See 

http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions 

 

 

Thank you to this month's contributors:  Elaine West, Camille Beaufort, Faye 

Beaufort,  Anthony Bailey,  Huda Kandalaft, John Harewood, Peter Meerburg 

(roving correspondent),  Carolynn Halkett 

 

Front cover picture: Forget me nots from the Parkdale United Church garden  

mailto:abailey@trytel.com
mailto:alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 

Emancipation Day Finally Officially Recognized by Canada 
 

This past March 24 2021, members of the Canadian Parliament voted 
unanimously to legislate that Emancipation Day would be celebrated 
on August 1st across Canada. Ontario is the only province in Canada 
that has passed legislation proclaiming August 1 as Emancipation Day. 
The motion was introduced by Majid Jowhari, Liberal MP for Rich-
mond Hill. It was reported that the motion was unanimous with all 
335 votes in favour. This year will mark the 187th year since the Parlia-
ment of Britain abolished slavery in the British Empire in 1834.  
I was heartened to hear the acknowledgement from Bardish Chagger 
- Minister of Diversity and Inclusion – regarding the generational 
harm experienced by Indigenous Peoples and people of African de-
scent, caused by the scourge of enslavement. She wrote:  
 
“Recognizing Emancipation Day at the federal level is a step forward 
in acknowledging the multi-generational harms caused by slavery and 
recognizing the heritage of people of African descent in Canada and 
the many contributions they have made and continue to make."  
 
As far as I am concerned…it is about time.  
 
As well, the Public Service Alliance of Canada put out a statement say-
ing: “Emancipation Day also marks the end of the enslavement of In-
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digenous peoples, who represented two-thirds of Canada’s enslaved 
population until 1750. French colonies relied heavily on Indigenous 
slaves to harvest food, build the trading economy and to survive Cana-
da’s harsh climate. After British settlers established Upper Canada, the 
number of Black slaves increased significantly and eventually outnum-
bered Indigenous slaves.” 
 
This acknowledgement of Emancipation Day is important, but it has to 
be backed up with funding, policies and practices that promote eman-
cipatory justice and education. In our biblical and Christian traditions, 
God’s emancipatory engagement is on display for all to experience. 
Some of the African-American spirituals put voice to this emancipatory 
commitment of God.     
                    

When Israel was in Egypt land 
Let my people go! 

Oppressed so hard they could not stand 
Let my people go! 
Go down Moses 

Way down in Egypt land 
Tell ole Pharoah to 
Let my people go! 

(this is addressed to ‘Phar0ahs’ of every generation) 
 

These kind of spirituals draw on a thread that may be seen to be wo-
ven throughout the Hebrew and Christian scriptures. The call for jus-
tice, and the protection of the vulnerable and those without money, 
who still need the necessities of life, are priorities for God. In the book 
of Isaiah, God invites all who are thirsty and who have no money, to 
nonetheless come and delight in the bounty of God; material and spir-
itual sustenance. Jesus came preaching repentance as well as good 
news for the poor, and freedom for the imprisoned and the op-
pressed. (Luke 4) 
 
This seems too good to be true; but there is more. The Psalmist testi-
fies in Psalm 146: 7-9 that: 
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God upholds the cause of the oppressed 
and gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets prisoners free, 

     the Lord gives sight to the blind, 
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, 

the Lord loves the righteous. 
 The Lord watches over the foreigner 

and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 
but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 

 
Well these are tremendously powerful and inspiring words and com-
mitments…but can we trust them? 
 
Upholding the cause of the oppressed?… how credible are these 
words to the oppressed peoples around the world. We think for in-
stance of the religious minority called Uighurs in China, as well as the 
millions of children, women and men who are forced to work and live 
under harsh conditions and oppressive regimes? 
 
Setting prisoners free…what about all those in our own country and 
around the world wrongfully accused and imprisoned because of crim-
inal justice systems that do not treat all citizens equally or justly? 
“gives sight to the blind”… what about those who remain unsighted, 
as well as those who refused to see? ... and what about “watching 
over the foreigner”, and “sustaining orphans and widows”? As fol-
lowers of Jesus, I believe that through the life, teaching, command-
ments and example of Jesus, God deputizes us to enact all these com-
mitments of God, through the power of the Spirit. 
 
In light of the emancipatory commitment of God to humankind and to 
creation, the invention of the construct of “race” by European philoso-
phers like Immanuel Kant, David Hume, and others, was an arrogant 
and despicable affront to the image of God found in all humans. It was 
the acceptance of this ranking of humans in a hierarchy of worth that 
spawned “racism”, authorizing the extensive enslavement of Black and 
Indigenous peoples.  Famed philosopher Immanuel Kant proclaimed 
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that “Humanity is at its greatest perfection in the race of the whites. 
The yellow Indian do have a meagre talent. The Negroes are far be-
low…at the lowest point.”   
 
Emboldened by this ‘racist’ mindset and the spectre of financial gain, 
British slave trading took off in the late sixteenth century, and acceler-
ated through the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. British slave-
traders were carrying almost 40,000 enslaved women, men and chil-
dren from Africa to the New World every single year, yet there was no 
public outcry. By 1807, it is estimated that three million enslaved Afri-
cans had been transported to the Americas and Caribbean on British 
ships. 
 
It is essential to note and celebrate that the narrative of people of Afri-
can descent is not only about enslavement and racism. There is a long 
and rich and defiant and thriving heritage that existed before transat-
lantic enslavement. African descended peoples defiantly persisted in 
the time of enslavement, and continue to this day even in the face of 
anti-Black racism and systemic racism. Let us remember: 
 
Afonzo – the King of Congo – who actively resisted the slave trade;  his 
people had been practicing Christianity 100 years before enslavement. 
There was Hatshepsut– first female ruler of ancient Egypt to reign as a 
male with the full authority of pharaoh. She was so revered that her 
body was buried in the Valley of the Kings (normally reserved for male 
Kings only) 
Mansa Musa, King of Mali 14th century –considered to be the wealthi-
est person in history (Forbes) 
Queen Nzinga of Ndongo and Matamba Kingdoms of Angola.  
Demonstrated bravery, military strategy and diplomatic acumen exem-
plified by one of the greatest warrior queens in African history –  
Queen Makeda, a black Ethiopian…more commonly known through 
the Bible as Queen of Sheba…midrash suggests she became one of 
King Solomon’s many wives and bore a son, Menelik I, who would be-
come the first Emperor of Ethiopia 
Samori Touré was a brilliant warrior with an intense love for his people 



8 

and his country Guinea. Feared by the French he was dubbed the Black 
Napoleon 
Shaka Zulu – United southern Africa to fight against colonial rule 
 
It should also be noted that many of the extraordinary ‘firsts’ were 
accomplished by a spectrum of African Black peoples: first written rec-
ords, first significant architecture, first use of raised beds, table and 
chairs, first copper mines, including the first systematic removal of 
metals from the earth, and the construction of the pyramids. As well, 
many of the things we use and take for granted today were invented 
by Black peoples: stethoscope, ironing board, Almanac, bicycle frame, 
blood plasma bag, baby buggy, automatic gearshift, fire extinguisher, 
spark plug, traffic light, electric lamp bulb, elevator door system, and 
so many more. 
 
Notwithstanding all of this storied heritage and contribution to hu-
manity, the false doctrine of “race” and “racism” gained prominence. 
Most shamefully, the enslavement and trading of Black bodies was 
supported by a majority of Christians, some of whom quoted the Scrip-
ture text from Ephesians 6:5 as justification: “Slaves, obey your earthly 
masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you 
would obey Christ.” But Paul also wrote in Galatians that in Christ…
there is no slave or free for all are one in Christ. We have contrasting…
even seemingly contradictory teaching. 
 
The trading of enslaved Africans was occasionally denounced by Chris-
tians. Richard Baxter, a preacher and early abolitionist, declared that 
slave-traders were ‘fitter to be called devils than Christians’, and the 
Puritan Samuel Sewall published America’s first antislavery tract called 
The Selling of Joseph (1700). 
 
However, the truth is that most Christians in the early eighteenth cen-
tury accepted slavery as a fact of life. Even the renowned evangelist 
George Whitefield, who though he deplored the cruelty of slave-
owners in the American South, did not condemn slavery itself – in fact, 
he owned over fifty enslaved people in Georgia.  
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The Anglican Evangelical John Newton – known for writing the iconic 
hymn Amazing Grace - was converted while captaining a slave ship in 
the 1750s, but he did not speak out against the trade until three dec-
ades later. 
 
And shockingly, The Anglican Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts owned many enslaved people in the Caribbean. The 
word ‘SOCIETY’ was branded on their chests with a red-hot iron to 
identify them as property of the SPG.  
 
My family and I are descendants of the Caribbean enslaving enterprise. 
It is believed that my ancestry derives from the 150 acre Bayley planta-
tion in the Barbados parish of St. Philip. The spelling “Bailey” was a 
variation. 
 
It was not until the mid-18th century that the Christian Abolitionists 
movement begun, particularly among the Quakers. The British Aboli-
tion Committee was established in 1787, leading to abolitionism grow-
ing into a mass movement. In 1788–92, an aggressive petitioning cam-
paign intentionally coincided with William Wilberforce’s Parliamentary 
bills.  
 
In addition to William Wilberforce, Olaudah Equiano a former enslaved 
Black man, joined with Wilberforce and others to bring pressure on the 
British debate for the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade. Equi-
ano used his wealth and experience of slavery to campaign and per-
suade others to abolish the inhumane trade in African people. In so 
doing, he helped influenced British parliament to pass the Slave Trade 
Act of 1807. 
 
It has been a long, bloody, courageous, faith-supported journey to this 

official announcement by the Liberal government. I pray that God may 

help us use this declaration to privilege God’s love, systemic justice, 

emancipation and reconciliation for all people, made in the image of 

God. 

Anthony 
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Ripples in Community 
 
           A pebble, a prayer, a plan 
              to create ripples of change 
                   A drop of understanding,  
                         Ripples of compassion  
                              flowing out to affect souls. 
                                  Ripples of change listening  
                                        heart to heart, making space for all.  
 

Elaine West 
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June 6: Second after Pentecost  

1 Samuel 8:4–11, (12–15), 16–20, 

(11:14–15) Psalm 138, Genesis 3:8–15 

Psalm 130, 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 

Mark 3:20–35  

 

June 13: Third after Pentecost  

1 Samuel 15:34—16:13 Psalm 20 Eze-

kiel 17:22–24 Psalm 92:1–4, 12–15, 2 

Corinthians 5:6–10, (11– 13),14–17 

Mark 4:26–34  

 

June 20: Fourth after Pentecost  

1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4–11, 19–23), 32–49 

Psalm 9:9–20 or 1 Samuel 17:57—

18:5, 18:10–16, Psalm 133 Job 38:1–

11 Psalm 107:1–3, 23–32,  2 Corinthi-

ans 6:1–13 Mark 4:35–41  

 

Jun 27: Fifth after Pentecost  

2 Samuel 1:1, 17–27 Psalm 130 Wis-

dom of Solomon 1:13–15, 2:23–24 or 

Lamentations 3: 22–33 Psalm 30, 2 

Corinthians 8:7–15 Mark 5:21–43  

 

July 4: Sixth after Pentecost  

2 Samuel 5:1–5, 9–10 Psalm 48 Ezeki-

el 2:1–5 Psalm 123, 2 Corinthians 

12:2–10 Mark 6:1–13  

 

July 11: Seventh after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 6:1–5, 12b–19 Psalm 24, 

Amos 7:7–15 Psalm 85:8–13, Ephe-

sians 1:3–14 Mark 6:14–29  

 

July 18: Eighth after Pentecost  

2 Samuel 7:1–14a Psalm 89:20–37, 

Jeremiah 23:1–6 Psalm 23, Ephesians 

2:11–22 Mark 6:30–34, 53–56  

 

July 25: Ninth after Pentecost  

2 Samuel 11:1–15 Psalm 14 2 Kings 

4:42–44 Psalm 145:10–18, Ephesians 

3:14–21 John 6:1–21  

 

August 1: Tenth after Pentecost  

2 Samuel 11:26—12:13a Psalm 51:1–

12 ,Exodus 16:2–4, 9–15 Psalm 78:23

–29, Ephesians 4:1–16 John 6:24–35  

 

August 8: Eleventh after Pentecost  

2 Samuel 18:5–9, 15, 31–33 Psalm 

130, 1 Kings 19:4–8 Psalm 34:1–8, 

Ephesians 4:25—5:2 John 6:35, 41–51  

 

August 15: Twelfth after Pentecost 1 

Kings 2:10–12; 3:3–14 Psalm 111  

Proverbs 9:1–6 Psalm 34:9–14, Ephe-

sians 5:15–20 John 6:51–58  

 

August 22: Thirteenth after Pente-

cost  

1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10–11), 22–30, 41–43 

Psalm 84 Joshua 24:1–2a, 14–18 

Psalm 34:15–22, Ephesians 6:10–20, 

John 6:56–69  

 

August 29: Fourteenth after Pente-

cost Song of Solomon 2:8–13 Psalm 

45:1–2, 6–9 Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9 

Psalm 15, James 1:17–27 Mark 7:1–8, 

14–15, 21–23  

LECTIONARY FOR  

JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST, 2021 
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Huda and Liz bring the  
weekly scripture passages  

to life!   
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Sunday school  
Learning through games like Kahoot.  This is a game-based learning 
platform to create, share and play learning games or trivia quizzes.   

Do you know the answers?   
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Please Stick with Me 
A Wise Word from The Parenting  

Teenagers’ Course 

We are almost at the end of our Parenting course. I know this will not 
be the last course because as a mother, an educator, and a minister 
for youth and young families, I believe that we all need to share our 
experiences to learn and grow together. 
 
Parenting through a pandemic is a whole new ballgame. It’s hard to 
rely on our villages while adhering to social distancing guidelines. The 
stress of trying to keep everyone safe, working from home, and carv-
ing out time for ourselves can become overwhelming. Ironically, 
though, the pandemic and lockdowns probably alleviated burnout for 
some parents who spent  a lot of time driving their children from one 
activity to another. We’ve been forced—or rather, given the oppor-
tunity—to slow down and spend more time with our kids. In a survey 
conducted by the American Psychological Association at the end of 
May 2020, 82 percent of parents said they were grateful for this extra 
time.  
 
It is also a complex time to be a parent. Our climate is in crisis, eco-
nomic inequality is deepening, and racialized violence is spreading. 
How do we, as parents, cultivate in our children a love of the earth, a 
cry for justice, and a commitment to nonviolence? How do we model 
the values which we hope our children will embrace? How do we 
teach our kids that resistance is crucial, and change is possible? What 
practices do we hold as a family to encourage them to work with their 
hands, honour their hearts, and nurture their spirits? So many ques-
tions that I look forward to sharing with the parents, grandparents, 
and guardians throughout the parenting courses in the future. 
 
Meanwhile, here is a letter by a teenager that I came across, It is 
written by Helene Wingens  
(https://grownandflown.com/letter-from-teen-to-parents/).  
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I shared this letter at the Parenting Teenagers’ Group last week, and I 
am sharing here with you all. It speaks volumes. 
 
Dear Mom and Dad,  
 
Please stick with me.  
 
I can’t think clearly right now because there is a rather substantial sec-
tion of my prefrontal cortex missing. It’s a fairly important chunk, 
something having to do with rational thought. You see, it won’t be fully 
developed until I’m about 25. And from where I sit, 25 seems a long 
way off. 
 
It doesn’t matter that I’m smart; even a perfect score on my math SAT 
doesn’t insulate me from the normal developmental stages that we all 
go through. Judgement and intelligence are two completely distinct 
things.  
 
And, the same thing that makes my brain wonderfully flexible, creative 
and sponge-like also makes me impulsive. Not necessarily reckless or 
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negligent but more impulsive than I will be later in life.  
 
Please stick with me. 
 
So when you look at me like I have ten heads after I’ve done something 
“stupid” or failed to do something “smart,” you’re not really helping. 
You adults respond to situations with your prefrontal cortex 
(rationally) but I am more inclined to respond with my amygdala 
(emotionally). And when you ask, “What were you thinking?” the an-
swer is I wasn’t, at least not in the way you are. You can blame me, or 
you can blame mother nature, but either way, it is what it is.  
 
At this point in my life, I get that you love me, but my friends are my 
everything. Please understand that. Right now I choose my friends, 
but, don’t be fooled, I am watching you. Carefully.  
 
Please stick with me.  
 
Here’s what you can do for me: 
 
1. Model adulting. 
I see all the behaviors that you are modeling and I hear all of the words 
you say. I may not listen but I do hear you. I seem impervious to your 
advice, like I’m wearing a Kevlar vest but your actions and words are 
penetrating. I promise. If you keep showing me the way, I will follow 
even if I detour many, many times before we reach our destination.  
 
2. Let me figure things out for myself. 
If you allow me to experience the consequences of my own actions I 
will learn from them. Please give me a little bit of leash and let me 
know that I can figure things out for myself. The more I do, the more 
confidence and resilience I will develop. 
 
3. Tell me about you. 
I want you to tell me all the stories of the crazy things you did as a 
teen, and what you learned from them. Then give me the space to do 
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the same. 
 
4. Help me with perspective. 
Keep reminding me of the big picture. I will roll my eyes at you and 
make all kinds of grunt-like sounds. I will let you know in no uncertain 
terms that you can’t possibly understand any of what I’m going 
through. But I’m listening. I really am. It’s hard for me to see anything 
beyond the weeds that I am currently mired in. Help me scan out and 
focus on the long view. Remind me that this moment will pass. 
 
5. Keep me safe. 
Please remind me that drugs and driving don’t mix. Keep telling me 
that you will bail me out of any dangerous situation, no anger, no lec-
tures, no questions asked. But also let me know over and over and over 
that you are there to listen, when I need you.  
 
6. Be kind. 
I will learn kindness from you and if you are relentless in your kindness 
to me, someday I will imitate that behavior. Don’t ever mock me, 
please and don’t be cruel. Humor me-I think I know everything. You 
probably did as well at my age. Let it go.  
 
7. Show interest in the things I enjoy. 
Some days I will choose to share my interests with you, and it will make 
me feel good if you validate those interests, by at least acting interest-
ed. 
 
One day when the haze of adolescence lifts, you will find a confident, 
strong, competent, kind adult where a surly teenager once stood. In 
the meantime, buckle in for the ride.  
 
Please stick with me. 
 
Love, 
Your Teenager 

Huda Kandalaft 
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Birthdays in June, July and August 

 
Our warmest greetings to: 
 

JUNE 
 

1st   Brenda Mercier  
1st  Maggie Trant  
2nd  Frederick Andrews  
2nd  Fin Wicke  
2nd  Deborah Bellware  
5th  Maurice Mercier  
5th  Renee Hoyte  
8th  Jim Thain  
8th  Bruce Okumu  
8th  Emily-Rose Clark  
8th  Corinne Yantzi  
10th  Wade Thornton  
11th  Keith Brown  
11th  Dina Epale  
12th  Michael Bailey  
12th  Samara Wright  
15th  Samuel Clark  
15th  Helen Creasey  
16th  Julee Pauling  
16th  Conor Truax  
18th  Ted Radstake  
19th  Michelle Bailey  
20th  Ini Akpan  
22nd  Ryan Angus  
22nd  Paul Crabtree  
22nd  Sheridon Nelson  

23rd  Mary Dawson  
23rd  Danielle Gougeon  
24th  Kevin Crocker  
27th  Jonah Lusby  
28th  Elijah Deschamps 
29th  Chris King 
 

JULY 
 

2nd  Malcolm Sparling 
5th  Nathan Christopher 
6th  Paul Goyette 
9th  Mary Smellie 
9th  Malcolm Burnett 
10th  Sophie Lagrandeur-
 Dufresne 
13th  Vivica Mercy 
14th  Mathilda Millar 
15th  David Baird 
16th  Kristin Bailey 
17th  Carolyn Faught 
19th  Xavier Jeglic 
20th  Akua Mercy 
22nd  Pearl Hanna 
22nd  Kristin Angus 
22nd  Jacob Johnston 
22nd  Jessica Truax 
27th Pamela Gemmell 
27th  Matthew Trant 
27th  Alexander Trant 
29th  Holly Koenig 
29th  Meirin McGuinty 
29th  Elodie Barry-Drummond 
 

AUGUST 
 

3rd  Jennifer Payne 
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If you would like your birthday to be 

a secret and your name taken off 

this list or if names have not been 

included and you would like them to 

be added, please let the office know.  

6th  Julia Bell 
6th  Bilal Huggins 
7th  Shayla McQuinn 
8th  Derek Grozinger 
8th  Barbara Hennessy 
8th  Kathleen Stephenson 
9th  Robert Scott 
10th  Isaac Andrews 
16th  Callum Barden-Underhill 
17th  Janice Gray 
17th  Romana O’Brien 
19th  Dominique Ahmed-Robin 
20th  Teofil Monafu 
22nd Wally Prater 
23rd  Larry King 
24th  Devraj McDonald 
24th  James Benjamin Harman 
25th Anthony Bailey 
26th  Gretchen Koch 
26th  Destin Amisi 
28th  John Butcher 
28th  Emmett Deschamps 
29th  Mary Tsikouras 
30th  Olivia McLachlan 
31st  Matthew Baker 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL! 

 
 
 

 

THANKS from  
Mission, Outreach and  

Justice Committee 

 
MULTIFAITH HOUSING INITIATIVES 

- "United We Stand" 
Thank you to all those who have 
made donations to the Multifaith 
Housing Initiatives (MHI) with the 
United Churches of Canada in Re-
gion 12 (Eastern Ontario Outaouais 
Region) to raise funds for the Veter-
ans' House project. This is a 40-unit 
home located on the former CFB 
Rockcliffe Airbase, built for veterans 
who are homeless or at the risk of 
becoming homeless. There are re-
portedly 80 homeless veterans 
sleeping on the streets or in shel-
ters in Ottawa on any given night. 
Up to 9% of people experiencing 
homelessness in Canada are veter-
ans. The link to donate to Parkdale's 
"United We Stand" team page is 
https://www.classy.org/
team/324619. See details on page 
39 of the May Messenger. 
 
 
Kudos to our Messenger & its read-
ers. In the May 2021 Messenger, 
Mission Outreach & Justice made a 
request for dark-coloured cloth 
masks for the Odawa Drop-in Cen-
tre/Shawenjeagamik-The House of 
Compassion at 510 Rideau. We are 
happy to report that the Centre was 
contacted and will be supplied with 
masks as requested. Thank you all. 

https://www.classy.org/team/324619
https://www.classy.org/team/324619
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Dear Editor 
 
 Property Development Special Edition May 2021 
 
I have read the Special Edition of the Messenger in its entirety. I have 
also read through the Cahdco Housing Needs Assessment, the finan-
cial information they provided, and the Preliminary Feasibility Sum-
mary. All this, and the various case studies are testament to the de-
tailed and time-consuming work the 9 members of the Property De-
velopment Working Group (PDWG) have done over the past roughly 4 
years. I must commend them on what, obviously, has been a prayerful 
journey working in a steadfast and unyielding manner which will allow 
them to present a set of recommendations to Council and our congre-
gation on the various paths which may be taken for the future of our 
church. I am delighted that the group has invited everyone to share 
their opinions, concerns and questions, thus ensuring that at the 
PDWG presentation of their recommendations expected in November 
2021, all matters - especially those which have already been brought 
to their attention - will have been considered.  
 
We know that this has been a massive undertaking for the members 
of the PDWG.  We know that this bears heavily on the minds of many - 
as can be seen from the comments in the Special Edition - and having, 
myself, had discussions with a few members who are very worried.  
 
We also know well that we are faithful in prayers to our Lord, asking 
for wisdom and guidance on this worrisome matter of discerning the 
way to go forward on the future of our church. I look forward, with 
much anticipation, to hearing the recommendations put forward by 
the Working Group in November.  
 
I know that the Lord will lead the way.   

Faye Beaufort 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Dear Parkdale United, 
 
Thank you for your $2,500 
donation  to Multifaith Hous-
ing Initiative.  We sincerely 
appreciate your support!  Your 
gift will be put to great use 
supporting  the United We 
Stand campaign for Veterans’ 
House, the first-of-its-kind 

affordable  housing project with resources for homeless veterans.  
 
Donors like yourself are instrumental in assisting Multifaith Housing  
carry out its mission to provide and promote safe, affordable and well-
maintained housing in inclusive communities  and to mobilize re-
sources for these purposes.   Your support, specifically, will help veter-
ans in need.  With your help, Veterans’ House will provide not only a 
home, but  also support services to address the explicit needs of 
homeless veterans in the Ottawa area.  
 
Please call me if you have any questions or would like an update on 
our work.   Truthfully, we could not do this without your help.   We, 
and those we serve, deeply appreciate your generosity. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Suzanne Le 
Executive Director 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

Congratulations to Carole Shaw 
as she has the joy of being a 
grandmother for the first time. 
She was in Gatineau for the oc-
casion of the arrival on April 25, 
2021.   Her daughter, Janet and 
husband Steve gave birth to a 
lovely baby girl they named 
Charlotte Kingsbury Shaw.  Char-
lotte weighed 7 lbs.5 oz.  Mother 
and baby (and Grandma) are do-
ing well.  

 

Congratulations to Grandparents  
Jim and Pamela Gemmell.  Baby 
grandson Jerzy Sylas Gemmell 
was born May 10th, 9lbs 7oz at 
the Montfort hospital. Proud 
parents are Andrew Gemmell 
and Katie Dollin.  And of course 
big sister Evie is very proud too.  
 
 

Congratulations to Beth and  
Nate Rodgers on the arrival of 
baby daughter Evelyn May, born 
on May 19th, weighing 6 lbs 10 
oz.   Proud grandparents are  
Judy and Richard Hamley 
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Our deepest sympathy is extend-
ed to Gloria Anderson whose 
sister, Bernice Carty, passed 
away in Kissimmee, Florida on 
the 13th of May.  
 
Gloria and her son, Alec, joined 
the funeral service virtually on 
Friday, May 21st.  Please keep 
Gloria, Alec and their family in 
your prayers. 

Quiet Before Me 

In silent stillness I knelt, 
He knew I was there. 
I had planned, 
In logical form, 
Words and phrases 
To make my prayer. 
My mind went blank! 
My prayer was lost! 
I searched inside 
And fished for words, 
But in vain: 
I had nothing to say. 
I slumped quiet before Him 
And I heard Him say: 
"Quiet before Me!” 
I like that. 
No requests to make, 
No favours to ask, 
No tears to dry, 
No burdens to lift; 
Simply here.  
To be here, 
 

 
Quiet before me! 
I like that. 
Wounded by indifference, 
Hurt by ingratitude,  
Disappointed by selfishness, 
Wearied by greed, 
Abandoned by disinterest, 
I long for comfort. 
You have gladdened Me, 
Satisfied with My presence, 
Wanting nothing more. 
Quiet before Me! 
I like that. 
 
In silent stillness I knelt, 
I knew He was there. 
I had no need for words and phrases. 
My presence to Him 
And His presence to me. 
I found my prayer. 
Quiet before Him! 
I like that. 

Anonymous 
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First Impressions 
 
It has often been said that first impressions 
are not always correct and I guess I learned 
that lesson my first Sunday attending Park-
dale. It was the fall of 1999 and I was living in 
the east end with my 22 year old son. He sug-
gested that we go to church again since we 
hadn’t for several years. So, we went to our 
old church and some others in the neighbour-

hood but couldn’t find one that felt right. Then I told him about a 
church I had seen a few weeks before. I was driving to the west end 
and decided to get off the Queensway at Parkdale, something I never 
did. I was surprised to see this big church called Parkdale United 
Church. I instantly thought, “There’s a church I could go to!” and this 
funny shiver ran down my back. Then I thought, “How crazy. I don’t go 
to church and I am not even thinking of going to church.”  And I com-
pletely forgot about it until my son mentioned that he would like to 
go to church again. 
 

So, one Sunday, we drove to the west end to go to Parkdale. As we 
walked in, it seemed so full and vibrant compared to the other 
churches we had seen. We sat down near the back and waited for the 
service to begin. Sitting at the front were Sue Bodkin and Anthony 
Bailey.  Everything was going so well until Anthony got up to give the 
sermon. I had assumed Sue Bodkin was the senior minister and when 
Anthony stood up, I was so disappointed because I thought he was 
the young student minister and we were going to have to come back 
someday to hear the senior minister. However, when he had finished 
the sermon, I thought, “Whoever this guy is, I can learn something 
from him!” And I most certainly have learned so much being at Park-
dale, from Anthony and so many others. 
 

Through the years, I have often thought of all the “little” things that 
worked together to get me to Parkdale: my driving by Parkdale and 
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Many thanks to the volunteers this spring already 

hard at work. This job looks very professional! 

having the shivers; my son suggesting we go to church, and the fact 
that Anthony had only arrived at Parkdale about a month before we 
came. I doubt I would still be here if it weren’t for Anthony giving the 
sermon that day. “Someone” wanted me to come to Parkdale. 
 

So, I guess this is an example of how first impressions are not always 
accurate. I was totally wrong about Anthony being the student minis-
ter and that I wouldn’t learn anything from him. And the other thing I 
was wrong about that day was that I thought he was 22 but he was 
actually 42! So don’t trust your first impressions!! 
 

Almost 22 years have passed since my first day at Parkdale and yes, 
Anthony has aged a lot. He definitely looks 32 now! 
 

  Carolynn Halkett  
May, 2021 
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Parkdale United Church Council  
 

Parkdale Council meets once per month during the year.  The latest meeting 
was May 25.   The meeting was held as a ZOOM call, with 18 in attendance.  
Council has 20 members, which includes committee chairs, ministry staff and 
elected positions.   Anthony and Alcris guided Council through a devotional 
marking the one-year anniversary, to the day, of the murder of George Floyd 
at the hands of the police in Minneapolis. 
 
Council members send in written reports from their position or their com-
mittees prior to the meeting, instead of verbal reports.   Questions are an-
swered at the meeting , but no lengthy reports are heard.  This allows Council 
time at the meeting for discussion of agenda items. The meeting begins with a 
short devotional and a formal agenda follows.  
  
On this meeting's agenda, Council discussed: 
 

• Succession planning—Kathleen expressed ideas about the vision for 
Stewardship.  At the next meeting this will be the focus of  break out dis-
cussion sessions.   

• Financial situation—there was some concern expressed about the re-
duced revenues, bearing in mind the increased expenses now that we 
have a full complement of ministerial staff .  Kathleen encouraged Council 
members, and perhaps anyone else,  to attend  the Financial Trustees 
meeting to fully understand the church finances.  (The next one is June 
15 , 7pm by ZOOM) 

 
Highlights of reports submitted included:  
 
Trustees: Chair Matt Baker described some of the maintenance work that is 

being done for the church building. 

PDWG Committee:  The Special Edition of the Messenger was issued electron-

ically on May 5, 2021.   Paper copies are being made available on request and 

are being mailed to most of those  who receive paper copies of the Messen-

ger on a regular basis. Your PDWG met on May 19, 2021 to discuss feedback 

and to plan next steps, including a congregational meeting planned for June.   
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Recruitment and Succession Planning: Chair Kathleen plans to assemble a 

small committee for this portfolio.   Attention is being focused on the three 

Council leadership vacancies:  Vice Chair,  Christian Enrichment and Faith For-

mation, and Stewardship.  

Alcris Limongi: The Caring Kitchens freezer was filled up again, thanks to the 

coordination of Diana Mason. We are happy to announce that two more peo-

ple have joined the team that prepare meals. Currently we continue with our 

weekly offering of a complete homemade meal for one family going through a 

difficult health path.  

Cards and shawls continue to fly out to get to Parkdalers in need of a warm 

hug, or celebrating a life event, or just going through the waters of a challeng-

ing personal circumstance. The Prayer Shawl group continues to meet and has 

increased ]production. We were able to donate 12 knee shawls to the resi-

dents of Villa Marconi, thanks be to God!  

Huda Kandalaft:   I am very happy that the preliminary meetings to plan for a 
re-formation of the Christian Enrichment/Faith Formation committee are un-
derway.  We met last week, and another meeting will take place early June to 
consider various ways of structuring the Sunday School and the committee 
itself. Thanks to Kathleen, Eleanor, and Camille for their help.  
 
Parenting Teenagers. (For those parenting 11-18- year-olds) proved to be a 
worthwhile course and something that we will continue to do in the future. It 
is a faith focused discussion which aims at supporting the parents in their task 
of journeying with their teens especially at this difficult time. Attendance is 
around 20 parents each week. 
 

Anthony Bailey:  The essential role of our Benevolent fund continues to be 

highlighted by the demand  on it by those in need. A few Parkdalers, members 

of the neighbourhood and even those a little farther afield also reach out reg-

ularly for some help with food, groceries, medications, transportation, rent, 

bus pass and utilities support. I continue to use our Caring Kitchens, grocery 

cards and where necessary cash, to support various needs; in some cases de-

livering these items to homes, with strict protocols. I continue to be grateful 

for the generosity of Parkdalers who support the Benevolent Fund. It is im-

portant to note, however, that our benevolent contributions have dropped off 

and are dropping. This is a concern  
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LGBTQ+ Journey of Discernment- On May 16, 2021, following our morning 
worship, Alcris, Huda and I led a Commissioning Litany and Prayer for  
Parkdale United Church’s LGBTQ+ Journey of Discernment. A part of the Lita-
ny consisted of this excerpt:: 
 
One: Jesus has invited this congregation to be his body in the world. As  
Parkdalers we are called to worship God, and to love, serve, enact and pro-
claim the gospel. 
Many: We are also called to discern. We have discerned that our congrega-
tional missional vision and calling is “to form followers of Jesus in such a way 
as to transform our community and our world.”  
One: We acknowledge that God is always calling us to “be transformed by the 
renewing our minds” so that we “will be able to test and approve what God's 
will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Rom. 12:2). 
Many: Following that prompting, we covenant with God and with each other 

to openheartedly and prayerfully welcome the freedom and faithfulness of 

God’s Holy Spirit to reveal God’s will to us. 

The next Council meeting will be held on June 22 at 7pm.  Congregational 
members are welcome to attend and participate (but not to vote).  If you 
would like to join any meeting, please contact the church office to be added 
to the ZOOM invitation.  
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An interview with Freddy Andrews 
 

Crisis and Opportunity 
 

Albert Einstein probably wasn’t 
on Freddy Andrews’ mind very 
much during the past year, but 
one of the renowned theoretical 
physicist’s oft-quoted sayings – 
out of crisis comes opportunity – 
might in some way describe 
Freddy’s situation in this COVID 
pandemic-impacted environ-
ment. 
 
The 17-year-old son of Ellen and 
Scott Andrews is graduating 
from De La Salle High School, 
and preparing to enter the Uni-
versity of Ottawa’s computer 
engineering program this fall - 

and then to become a chess engine developer! 
 
The pandemic has negatively affected the learning environment for stu-
dents like Freddy everywhere. But in his case, it sharpened a prior interest 
in computer engineering, and triggered a keen interest in playing chess on-
line. 
 
Freddy played some chess when he was younger, but he never took it seri-
ously. However, his experience with on-line learning during the past year 
has helped to demonstrate how the crisis of the virus might generate an 
interesting career opportunity. 
 

COVID and studies 
 

The pandemic has significantly impacted Freddy’s studies, because all his 
courses are on-line. He misses the social aspect of school, and being able to 
participate in sports – especially basketball, and track and field (he used to 
run the 3,000m.) But it isn’t all negative: “I’ve enjoyed being able to sleep 
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in, and not having to take the bus.  Also, I’ve found it easier to focus on 
studies since there wasn’t much going on anymore.” 
 
(Freddy’s younger brothers Isaac and Theodore have loved on-line learning. 
“They enjoyed the luxury of sleeping in and having free time as we cruise 
through the school year. In contrast, my sister Rosemary, who is in elemen-
tary school, hates on-line school and can’t wait to be back.”) 
 
Freddy is currently taking French and English language classes in the 
quadmester system, “so I don’t have to focus as much as I did last 
quadmester, when I had both physics and calculus. On the other hand, I’ve 
also been making sure I have enough time to get all my work done. To keep 
on top of everything, I have to be organized and direct my own studies. In 
previous quadmesters I had math, science, and programming classes that I 
had to self-teach half of the time, to make sure that I understood.” 
 
As the pandemic continues, Freddy especially misses his friends. “It’s hard to 
text someone when you don’t have anything to tell them about, and can’t 
see them anytime soon. For the time being, my friends and I play video 
games or watch anime together on occasion. We have big plans for the sum-
mer if we are all able to get vaccinated.” 
 
Freddy has taken care of his mental health. “I’ve made sure to take the time 
to maintain a routine. On days where I get off track and lose my routine I 
really get bothered, because I feel like I didn’t do anything important all day. 
It is important to stay busy and be passionate about your hobbies during 
these times.” 
 
The pandemic is preventing most schools from having their traditional grad-
uation ceremonies, but it’s not a major concern for Freddy. “At this point I’ve 
accepted the way everything is going to be, and it’s out of my control. I’m 
mostly excited just to finish high school, and move on to the next step in my 
life.” 
 
In preparation for university, he has concentrated on doing well in math and 
science courses. “On the negative side, it’s unfortunate to have to pay so 
much to study on-line, and I’m not looking forward to taking really heavy 
classes like calculus on-line since I’ve found it hard to focus.” 
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A chess obsession 

 
During the past school year, Freddy found that on-line classes were generally 
boring, which created some space to play on-line chess – and that just deep-
ened his obsession with the game. He eventually started playing against 
friends, and realized that the virus had facilitated an explosion in the game’s 
popularity. 
 
“The game has really blown up in the last year, and a lot more people are 
playing. Since then I have been studying to be able to beat my friends, and 
playing games against strangers on-line.” 
 
In terms of a potential career in the world of chess, Freddy envisions himself 
as a chess engine developer, who would create computer programs that 
analyze the positions/moves on a chess board, to determine the optimum 
moves. 
 
“I have been fascinated by this ever since I watched a YouTube video about 
Deep Blue, the first ever chess computer to beat a chess grandmaster. The 
chess website that I play on offers post-game analysis, which tells you how 
accurately you played and analyzes every move.” 
 
Freddy has already identified a website that is hiring chess engine develop-
ers. “I want to get good enough at programming so that I could work on that 
sort of thing.” 

 
Peter Meerburg 
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Happy 90th anniversary Parkdale!  It has been a wonderful 90 
years!  Here are just a few great memories from the Mission,  

Justice and Outreach committee!   

 

Hat days 
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Welcoming the 
Saleh family  

Our beloved Custodian 
Khan Chao who arrived  
from Cambodia in 1981 

Welcoming the 
Meles Tesfay 
family 
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Celebrating our cultures 
  
and our anniversaries 
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In From the Cold (chefs Ian and David) above.  
 
Some great Images and Stories evenings, in person and virtual 
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Courage and Belief 
 
Namby: Good morning, Pamby. 
Pamby: And a good morning to you 
as well.  
Namby: Wow ! It’s good that each of 
us can be so cheerful. 
Pamby: How do you know that I’m 
not just being polite to an old 
friend? 
Namby: So I was wrong to think that 
you were being cheerful? 
Pamby: Not really! It’s just that it’s 
hard for anybody to be cheerful 
these days. 
Namby: Please don’t start pandemic 
talk. I’ve been hearing it in my house 
and especially if I take a walk in the 
park. Everybody seems to think that 
it should be a favourite topic as long 
as you are six feet apart. 
Pamby: So you are a mind-reader 
these days? How did you know that I 
was going to bring it up? 
Namby: I’m not a mind-reader, but 
we would be hypocritical if we pre-
tended  that it isn’t on our minds 
most of the time. 
Pamby: So you think that I’m think-
ing about it now? 
Namby:  I have never known you to 
have a one-track mind, so I’m sure 
that you are thinking about other 
things as well.  
Pamby: You bet! And you are going 
to be surprised to hear. 
Namby: Good! So it isn’t pandemic 
talk? 
Pamby: It is and isn’t. It’s  about 

those who believe that there isn’t a 
pandemic, who think that it’s all a 
big conspiracy to freak us out or 
control us in some way. It’s also 
about those like a close friend who 
tells me that he doesn’t know what 
or whom to believe anymore. 
Namby: I have met the first type; 
some of them defend themselves by 
arguing that it’s a free country, so 
they may believe whatever they 
like. They don’t impress me; they 
are the kind who get pleasure by 
opposing whatever everybody else 
thinks just because they can. 
Pamby: What about those who 
don’t believe because they come 
from countries where the govern-
ment has lied to them about every-
thing? 
Namby: You know, I have some 
sympathy for them. 
Pamby: I do too.  I have met the 
kind. For them, it’s been  a double 
whammy. Not only did the govern-
ment lie, it was normal for it to keep 
crucial health information from its 
citizens.  
Namby: But what about your close 
friend who neither believes the 
message nor the messenger any-
more? 
Pamby: Actually , there are two of 
my  friends who are like that; one 
says that there have been too many 
voices, that the message is confused 
and confusing; another says that  
one minute we are told to stay 
home; one minute wear a mask; at 
another, it’s ok not to wear a mask. 
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Namby: I have one friend like that. 
He doesn’t believe the science, 
doesn’t trust a vaccine which was 
produced and approved in record 
time. He’s a health nut who thinks 
three times before putting anything 
into his body, although he doesn’t 
hesitate if you offer him a cold Mol-
son Golden in the summer.  
Pamby: Trust you to bring a  bit of 
humour into it. But I have been read-
ing that some people have been los-
ing their faith as well. Did you hear 
the story about the Pastor who told 
his congregation that he wasn’t clos-
ing their church, that God would 
protect them? 
Namby: Yes, I heard that he said that 
God was stronger than any science. 
Pamby: Right. So he kept the church 
open, held services , caught COVID 
and died. 
Namby: Really? I didn’t hear that 
part of the story. 
Pamby: I read it all in a magazine. 
Some people who had been believ-
ers all of their lives started to doubt 
God. They asked how God could fail 
to protect the Pastor who was his 
messenger. 
Namby: But there is another way of 
looking at it, isn’t there? Couldn’t we 
admire the Pastor for his courage 
and faith? 
Pamby: I don’t know that. Should I 
jump into a blazing fire because I 
think that God will protect me? 
Won’t I be showing courage and 
faith? 
Namby: Where are the courage and 

faith in that action? It seems to me 
that if I knew that fire burns and 
burns human skin as well, I would be 
stupid to jump in and expect God to 
protect me. 
Pamby: I agree. It seems to me that, 
in a case like that, you would be us-
ing GOD to avoid accepting your 
own responsibility. 
Namby: And yet, I once read the life 
story of a simple woman ( I mean 
that she wasn’t highly educated or 
anything like that) who said that 
belief was easy in good times; it was 
in bad times when you really 
showed how much you believed 
what you claimed to believe. 
Pamby: COVID 19 is a hard time. 
Some people say that it was sent to 
test us. That we all have an oppor-
tunity to be like Job. 
Namby: So you think that the daugh-
ter who lost her mother and father 
to COVID one day after the other 
thinks that it is a test for her? 
Pamby: I heard about the case and 
that she considers it a tragedy . 
Namby: Yes, she also asked her girl-
friend, who is supposed to have 
more faith than she, to pray that  
she might have the courage to con-
tinue life without them. 
 
Copyright © John Harewood   
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PRAYER SHAWLS. If you know of  someone who is ill or suffering the  
impact of COVID, and you would like to give a shawl from the congregation, 
please speak with Rev. Alcris. 
 
PRAYER BUDDY. If you would like to join someone for prayer on a regular 
basis, we would be delighted to find a prayer buddy for you. You two will de-
cide how and when to pray. Let Rev. Alcris know. 
 
MEALS. There are always opportunities to cook a fresh meal for someone else 
going through a difficult time. If you would like to be on our list of Caring 
Kitchens cooks, please email us. 
 

CARING KITCHENS. If you know of someone from the congregation that 

would be encouraged or supported with a meal, please let us know.  

 

PARKDALE BUDDIES. In this time of social isolation it is so important to 

have someone to check with on a regular basis. If you would like to have a bud-

dy, let Alcris know.   

 

EARS ARE OPEN. It is normal that this new reality starts to impact our men-

tal/emotional health. If you are feeling troubled, need to talk with someone, or 

in need of prayers, we are here for you. Please send Alcris an email or call the 

office for us to call you back. We can meet on Skype, Zoom, and phone or have 

an email chat. You are not alone; we are all together in this!  
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World Vision 
Virtual Global 6K for Clean Water 

 
We would like to thank all those who participated in the Global 
6K run/walk. Some people walked/ran in their neighbour-
hoods. Some people walked the route around Parkdale United 
that we have used in past years. It was so disappointing that 
we were not able to gather and run, walk, skip our way 
through the 6k and then gather to celebrate in the memorial 
hall with refreshments and thanksgiving.  
 
As of yesterday, the total raised by Parkdale was $10,755.49 

 
On behalf of all of us, I would like to 
thank our fearless and enthusiastic 
Team Captain, the one and only, 
Roxanne Akhtar. Roxanne did an in-
credible job inspiring us as well as rais-
ing money through her gift of “DJ-ing”. 
Thank you Roxanne. 
 
So once again, congratulations to all of 
you who participated and/or contributed to clean water for 
those in precarious situations around the world. 
 
Anthony 
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Parkdale United Church 
We respond to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings 

by:  

 

Uniting in joyful worship as an 

act of praise and gratitude, for 

inspiration and guidance  
 
 

 
Providing learning opportuni-

ties for the Christian way of 
life and to enhance Biblical 

literacy  

 
  
Supporting each other through  
pastoral care and concern  

 

 

 

Promoting justice  

 

 
Reaching out to  
people in need  


