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Editor this issue:  
Elise Mennie 
 
Proof reader:  
Isabelle Duncan 
 
 
We are always looking for new 
ideas, for submissions and for 
“Messenger roving reporters”.  
 
If you and a friend like to chat, 
face to face or by phone, perhaps 
you could make a few notes and 
let us know what you chat about 
during these strange and challeng-
ing times. Or please send photos 
that touch you.   
 
We reserve the right to edit, con-
dense or reject submissions but 
always try to find space for all.  
 
Next issue:  December  2021 
 
Please send submissions to:  
messenger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca  

by November 23,2021 
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In Brief 
 
If you are feeling in need of support or help, please do not hesitate to reach 
out. Call the church or our ministers. 
 
Rev. Bailey, Rev. Limongi and members of the Pastoral Care team stand 
ready to come alongside you.  
 
Reach Rev. Bailey at the church (613) 728-8656 ext. 222 or by cell phone 
(613) 292-5152.  E-mail address is abailey@trytel.com  
 
Rev. Limongi (613) 728-8656 ext. 224 or by email 
alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca,  
 
Huda Kandalaft (613) 728-8656 ext. 226 or by email 
huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 
Mary McLeod (Chairperson of the Pastoral Care Team) can be reached by 
email  mcleod.mm@gmail.com 

 
Music and Worship Arts  
 
Those interested in joining the choir, DaleSong or Moving in Spirit can 
reach Keith Hartshorn-Walton (Music and Worship Arts Director) by 
email. keith@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca  

IMPORTANT: When submitting photos to The Messenger, please ensure you 
have asked permission of the individuals if faces are clearly recognizable. 
They should know that an electronic PDF version of the Messenger is posted 
to the Parkdale website. See 

http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions 

Thank you to this month's contributors:  Val Hum, Elaine West, Gloria 
Goodine, Kathleen Stephenson, Faye Beaufort, Judy Hamley, John Harewood, 
Barbara Hennessey, Anthony Bailey, Alcris Limongi, Helen Hayes, Huda Kan-
dalaft,  
 
Front cover picture:   

Thanks to local artist Kseniya Tsoy for the design now adorning the Bell box 
beside the church on Gladstone Avenue: a circle of humans united by a red 
line of hearts, with the caption ‘The future is human’ in Algonquin, French 
and English. More photos on page 16. 

mailto:abailey@trytel.com
mailto:alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions


4 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Second Remembrance Sunday  
in the Pandemic 

 
The Bible has a rich heritage when it comes to the act of re-
membering/remembrance. Our English word “to remember” is 
derived from the Latin rememorari, which joins re-(again) 
and memorari (be mindful of). It does not mean forgetfulness but 
rather signifies that the thing, or the person, is on one’s mind.  
 
It is particularly instructive and meaningful that the Bible high-
lights the prominence of God remembering. So for God to 
“remember” means that we and/or something is particularly on 
God’s mind.  
 
Here are a few examples in the Bible of God remembering. 
  
For example, in Genesis 8:1, we are told “God remembered  
Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with 
him in the ark,” and commanded a wind to cause the waters to 
recede. 
 
In Genesis 30:22, we read, “God remembered Rachel,” Jacob’s 
wife, and “enabled her to conceive.”  
 
In Exodus 2:24, God heard the groaning of His people, Israel, 
who were enslaved in Egypt, and “He remembered His cove-
nant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob,” emancipating 
them through Moses. 
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In the New Testament, we read that God “remembered” the evil 
deeds of Babylon. (Revelation 16:19) 
 
There are also numerous references in the Bible to people crying 
out for God to remember them. 
 
King David begs God to “Remember, Lord, Your great mercy and 
love … remember me” (Psalm 25:6-7). 
 
In Psalm 106:4, the Psalmist pleads, “Remember me, Lord, when 
you show favour to your people, come to my aid when you save 
them.” 
 
In Luke 23:39-43, one of the thieves being crucified beside  
Jesus begged Jesus to remember him when he came into his 
Kingdom. 
 
A few other references to “remembering”.  
 
1 Corinthians 11:2; Luke 16:19-31; Nehemiah 13:14;  
Psalm 106:4; Jeremiah 15:15 
 
During the past 20 months of this global pandemic, we are look-
ing back and remembering what has changed, what was lost, 
and what has been gained. 
 
On the 11th of this month, we are again invited to remember. For 
the second year in a row, the way in which we have gathered on 
Remembrance Day in the past, with all the solemn pageantry and 
crowds, will not be. 
 
Like last year, on this coming Remembrance Day we will remem-
ber the terrible sacrifice of so many lives in the two World Wars 
as well as subsequent wars. But even as we do so, we cannot 
help but also remember the reality, disruption and the unequal 
impact of the world-wide pandemic on the global human family. 
Once again our traditional Remembrance Day will be comingled 
with a pandemic remembrance.  
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On Remembrance Day, what are we being called to be ‘mindful’ 
of? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 
The Epistle of James asks a question that is worth pondering, 
and invites a response. 
 
“Where do you think all these appalling wars and quarrels come 
from? Do you think they just happen?” (James 4:1 The Message) 
 
How do we respond?  
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 
Is there room in this time of Remembrance to also call to mind 
those lost and hurting due to Covid-19? How shall we pray? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 

Are we being invited to pray for and imagine that in the 
providence of God, another world is possible? 

 
 
 “He will judge between the nations and will settle dis-

putes for many peoples. They will beat their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will 
they train for war anymore.” Isaiah 2:4 

 
 “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be 

no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the 
old order of things has passed away.”  

 Revelations 21:4 
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                                                                            Anthony 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On September 30th,  
National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation, Rev. 
Anthony Bailey and 
Elaine West carried Park-
dale’s banner of solidarity 
with Indigenous peoples 
at Parliament Hill  
ceremonies. 
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 REMEMBERING... 

Gloria Anderson, Alec and family on 
the death of Gloria's brother, Basil 
Haynes, in Jamaica on October 24, 
2021. 

Jean Creighton and her family on the 
death of her husband, Warren Creighton, on October 15, 2021. 

Vita Savelieva and her family on the sudden death of her brother,      
Sokovich Vladimir, on September 6, 2021. 

Mina and Stan King and their family as they recently laid to rest their 
son David.   

Helen Hayes, Jenna Byvelds and family on the death of their Aunt Lila 
Dale at age 97. 

Hubert Rayne, his 6 brothers and 1 sister, on the death of their mother, 
Iola Rayne, at age 95. 

 

Hubert Rayne and his siblings at their mother’s wake. Hubert is 
second from the right. 
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Autumn's Fallen Leaves 
by Gloria Goodine 

Days grow short, 
The air, a chilly call 
telling me that Summer's over, 
and to welcome the Fall. 
 
Some trees slowly shedding, 
While others, in bareness, heading. 
Reds, Oranges, Golds abound, 
The Sun lights up fallen leaves a-ground. 
 
Geese call out, depart for warmer shores, 
Squirrels scurry to stock their season's hoards, 
Make ready, the frozen white stain, 
Too soon, Winter's soft carpet, is lain. 
 
Pumpkins and apples on 
full display, 
Roast Turkeys, stuffed 
and eaten, 
Cranberries, the feast to 
sweeten, 
Thanksgiving Grace spo-
ken aloud, 
Of God's blessings, here 
to stay. 
 
A M E N 
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LET US PRAY… 
 

Submitted by Rev. Alcris 
Limongi 

 

Advent: a short, beautiful, liturgical  
season, a time in our church year for 
deep spiritual contemplation as we look forward to celebrating 
the birth of the Christ Child and the second coming of our Lord. 
It can be translated as “/until the coming/” and is a time for re-
flection, for waiting and anticipation, for watching and carving 
out space in our days to prepare room in our lives and our world 
for Emmanuel, and prayer is one of the ways we do this. 
 
The reality is that sometimes we wish we had more intention to 
pray, or know how to pray better. At times we ask ourselves, "Is 
this all that there is?" or "Why do we need to pray?”, or “Does it 
really make a difference to pray?" Maybe extroverts find that sit-
ting still to pray is difficult, while introverts find it challenging to 
dance their prayers or to pray in public. We are all different, but 
in our differences, we enrich each other and our faith communi-
ty. This Advent, let us focus together in prayer! 
 
Join us to explore and partake of a smorgasbord of examples, 
approaches and experiential ways to pray as we extract insights 
from historical quotes and biblical stories involving prayer. These 
sessions will help us experience different models in a time to-
gether, and try out suggested practices on our own during the 
week. By the end of the sessions, we will be able to identify ways 
of prayer in which we feel more comfortable and can adopt into 
a personal spiritual discipline, and be more prepared to engage 
in prayer individually or in a group. 
 
What: Let Us Pray…. 

When: Wednesdays Nov 17, 24 and Dec 1, 8 

Time:  7:00 - 8:30 pm 

Where: On Zoom 

Please register by sending an email to pdale@trytel.com. 
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Images and Stories 
A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE 

 

On the evening of Fri-
day, October 29, 2021, 
approximately three 
dozen Parkdalers partic-
ipated virtually in an 
online (Zoom) Images & 
Stories presentation by 
our recently appointed 
Music and Worship Arts 
Director, Dr. Keith 
Hartshorn-Walton, as 
well as his similarly talented wife Mélanie.  
 
It is said that first impressions count, and from the first minute that I 
heard Keith expertly play Parkdale’s piano a month ago, I knew that 
we would all be blessed by this very talented and enthusiastic Music 
and Worship Arts Director. It was clear that Keith was a great fit for 
Parkdale and that his arrival will undoubtedly bring exciting possibili-
ties for our music and worship arts program! 
 
As some of you may know, Keith just joined Parkdale in August 2021, 
and he has already firmly established himself as a kind and pleasant 
Parkdaler. We are all very pleased to welcome you, Keith and Méla-
nie! We do hope that you will feel at home here at Parkdale. 
 
Keith has vast musical experience and so his arrival is indeed music to 
our ears. More specifically, Keith has nine years of experience as a 
music director in the United Church of Canada, most recently as or-
ganist, choir director and praise team leader at Wall Street United 
Church in Brockville, Ontario. Keith has degrees in Music Performance 
from McGill University and the University of Toronto. Besides blessing 
us here at Parkdale with his gifts of music, he is also an Associate Per-
formance Teacher at Carleton University.  
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Did I mention that he is a multi-instrumentalist? In addition to playing 
the piano and the organ, he also plays the tuba, sousaphone, as well as 
other instruments. Within the local Ottawa music scene, he has played 
with several bands, particularly Mélanie E, a quartet featuring his tal-
ented wife Mélanie Hartshorn-Walton on French jazz vocals. He loves 
working with choirs and has worked with several community choirs, 
including the Concordia Choir of Ottawa and the Children’s Choir at 
Notre Dame Cathedral. 
 
At the beginning of the Zoom session, Alex Stockwell, Chair of Park-
dale’s Worship Committee, formally introduced Keith and  Mélanie, 
acknowledging how grateful we all are that God has brought them and 
their family to Parkdale. Alex also noted that Mélanie, a mezzo-
soprano, has already sung in Parkdale’s choir.  
 
Together, Keith and Mélanie opened the Images & Stories presentation 
in a beautiful and harmonious musical rendition of the Lord’s Prayer. 
The theme of their presentation was a wonderful trip down memory 
lane, with plenty of personal and professional slides. As such, we col-
lectively felt that we really got to know Keith and Mélanie. We learned 
about their life journey since God brought them together at McGill Uni-
versity where they took some courses together. 
 
Keith told us that he is originally from Winnipeg and that he took piano 
lessons from age six. Because Keith could expertly play so many instru-
ments at a young age, he got to travel and perform in many locations. 
He told us that he was accepted into the army to be a musician. He was 
only in the military for a short time. Keith taught in Alberta and then 
worked on cruise ships, through which he got to travel to more than 
two dozen countries. Keith also mentioned that a friend on the cruise 
ship planted the seed of faith in him. 
 
Mélanie told us that she was born in Ontario and that she was con-
stantly singing as a child. She played in the high school band and took 
private music lessons. She was always singing in choirs and took voice 
lessons later. Mélanie shared that she and Keith have very different 
musical interests. 
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At one point, Keith and Mélanie started a music business together, 
through which they provided music of various genres for live events, 
including weddings and fundraisers. They have also played at Jazzfest. 
 
Towards the end of his presentation, Keith talked about his involve-
ment in the wonderful OrKidstra program, which is an Ottawa-based 
charitable social development program that provides kids from under-
served areas with access to free music lessons and instruments. 
OrKidstra is based on a program that was started in Venezuela with 
the goal of breaking the cycle of poverty through music. We also 
learned that Keith has several musical videos on YouTube for our lis-
tening and viewing pleasure. 
 
Referencing their family, Keith and Mélanie shared delightful photos of 
their two daughters playing on the beach. We also had the pleasure of 
meeting their five-month old Portuguese water dog. 
 
In closing, we wish to extend our sincere thanks to Keith and Mélanie 
for their wonderful presentation! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Hennessy 

Property Development Working Group (PDWG)  

As you know, your PDWG con-
vened two congregational meet-
ings over the summer, during 
which participants focused on 
mission and looked at several 
options for the future of the Parkdale property that have been 
put forward to date. Several of those options include housing as 
a missional opportunity, and participants at the summer meet-
ings agreed that having more information on housing would be 
useful. Towards this end, a third congregational meeting, led by  
Graeme Hussey and Cynthia Jacques from Cahdco, was held 
on the evening of September 22, 2021, with about 30 people in 

attendance. 
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Anthony opened the meeting with a short reflection based on the 
familiar “for everything there is a season” passage from Ecclesias-
tes 3. He opined that there is also a ‘a time to be torn down and a 
time to be built up’ but reminded us that our first allegiance is to 
God.   
 
Graeme then provided an overview of the work of Cahdco and led 
us though a presentation on ‘Housing 101’. He outlined the phas-
es of real estate development; emphasized the three critical pro-
ject components: capital, land, and capacity; and explained the 
operating budget, wherein the net operating income is the deter-
mining factor for debt financing. He used the current project at 
Christ Church Bells Corners as a case study to illustrate some of 
the concepts that had been covered.   
 
Cynthia then led us through the hypothetical project of a four-
storey affordable housing project on Parkdale property, designed 
to show the different costs and financing options of three different 
rental scenarios: 1. Below Market Rate, 2. Below Market Rate/Full 
Market Rate split, and 3. Full Market Rate. Some key take-aways 
from this were: that land priced at below-market is key to a feasi-
ble, affordable housing project; that all affordable housing projects 
need grants, financing and equity; and that the more affordable 
the rents, the more grants and equity are required.  
 
A question period followed, with questions about operating costs, 
economies of scale, role of the church (especially in relation to 
vulnerable people), our relationship with Abbeyfield and potential 
partnership with them, and ‘What about our deteriorating church?’ 
 
Your PDWG met again on September 28, 2021, and addressed 
the fact of the upcoming end-of-PDWG-mandate. A request for a 
two-year extension to our mandate will be discussed at Council on 
November 2, 2021. Please continue to support the work of the 
PDWG in prayer as we continue our journey of discernment and 
faithful exploration of options.   
 
Submitted by Helen Hayes 
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Today is a time when Covid has ruled many areas of our lives, 
and loss and grief have taken the spotlight. Not only have we lost 
control of many areas of our lives and the ways in which we were 
used to living, but our decisions and schedules have also been 
heavily impacted by Covid. The ways in which we relate to one 
another have also been dictated by the Health Guidelines and 
regulations. I am aware that I am only scratching the surface be-
cause for millions of people, things have been much worse than 
this. It has been a difficult time for everyone, all over the world. 
 
The footprint of grief is expected to remain on our world long 
after the virus has been defeated. 
 
Individually and collectively, we have gone through multiple, and 
sometimes even daily, losses. Some of us have experienced the 
anguish of seeing loved ones afflicted with the virus or other seri-
ous illnesses at a time when we were unable to be there to offer 
them comfort and care. Others have lost loved ones to Covid and 
did not have a chance to say a proper goodbye or give a final 
hug. Some have lost jobs or been forced to move to a new loca-
tion, with no time to prepare emotionally. Perhaps it is our health 
that is taking a difficult turn. Our dreams and plans for the future 
have been placed on hold, stilled in the air of our imagination 
and hopes, especially in the case of young people. 
 
Now, when the year is nearing its end and the Christmas season 
is just around the corner, some of us need a pause. We may still 
feel the need to say our goodbyes, or to ponder the emotional 
ups and downs that we have been experiencing, the life adjust-
ments we are making or had to make. Perhaps most importantly, 
some would like to be around people who have gone through 
experiences similar to their own. It would be comforting to be 
able to share with others who are able to listen to us without 
judgment, affirm our experiences, or sit in silence with our ques-
tions; also to receive the gift and privilege of listening to their 
experiences as well. 

Conversations on grief and bereavement  
post-Covid: 

Pain, resilience, and hope 
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Traditionally, our church has offered a space for exploring grief 
and bereavement together, for having those conversations that 
we seldom have with others about our own journey following a 
loss, in a space that is discreet and nurturing. This space enables 
us to be together, in conversation or in silence, before God, to 
deepen our faith and strengthen our bonds with one another. 
Our sessions will conclude with the Reflective Christmas service 
on Wednesday, December 22, shining hope and continuing our 
journey together.  
 
What: Conversations on grief and bereavement post-Covid 
 
When: Sundays at 3:00 to 4:30 pm. Online  
 
Dates: November 21, 28 and December 5, 12 
 
To register: pdale@trytel.com or alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

Local artist 

Kseniya Tsoy 
finishes her 
painting of the 
Bell box beside 
the church. The 
caption "The 
future is hu-
man" in  
Algonquin, 
French and 
English under-
lines the  
connection 
between all 
humans. 

mailto:pdale@trytel.com
mailto:alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
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November 7: Remembrance Sunday  

Ruth 3: 1-5; 4:13-17 
Psalm 127 

1 Kings 17: 8-16 
Psalm 146 

Hebrews 9: 24-28 
Mark 12: 38-44 

 
November 14: Children’s Sunday 

1 Samuel 1:4-20 
1 Samuel 2: 1-10 

Daniel 12: 1-3 
Psalm 16 

Hebrews 10: 11-14, (15-18), 19-25 
Mark 13:1-8 

 
November 21: Reign of Christ  

2 Samuel 23: 1-7 

Psalm 132: 1-12, (13-18) 
Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14 
Psalm 93 

Revelation 1: 4b-8 
John 18: 33-37 
 

November 28:  

First Sunday of Advent 

Jeremiah 33: 14-16 
Psalm 25: 1-10 

1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13 
Luke 21: 25-36 
 
December 5:  

Second Sunday of Advent 

Baruch 5: 1-9 or Malachi 3: 1-4 
Luke 1: 68-79 

Philippians 1: 3-11 
Luke 3: 1-6 

 
 

 

ABOUT THE LECTIONARY... 

 
The Lectionary sets out daily readings 

to expand the range of biblical reading 
in worship or in personal devotion. In 

the Messenger, we cite the Sunday 
readings. Usually but not always these 

readings are used by our ministers for 
Sunday worship. Other daily readings 
complement the Sunday readings: 

Thursday through Saturday readings 
help prepare the reader for the Sunday 

ahead; Monday through Wednesday 
readings help the reader reflect on and 

digest what they heard in worship.  
 

This month, readings for the first Sun-
day in December, Second Sunday of 
Advent are listed and include a read-

ing from Baruch. The Book of Baruch 
is included in Catholic and Orthodox 

Bibles but was not part of the Jewish 
scriptures or New Testament and is 

not included in Protestant scriptures. 
 
The book is named after Baruch who 

served as scribe for the prophet Jere-
miah (Jeremiah 36:4). Its date of writ-

ing is unknown, with some scholars 
dating it to the second or first century 

BC. The themes in the Book of Ba-
ruch include confession of sins regard-
ing disobedience to God (1:1—2:10), 

a prayer of request for mercy (2:11—
3:8), a desire for wisdom (3:9—4:14), 

and a message to the captives (4:5—
5:9).  

LECTIONARY FOR  
NOVEMBER 2021 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2036.4
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 Welcome to Parkdale’s Virtual Bazaar! In this Novem-
ber Messenger, we have new offerings of soups, pies, 
baked goodies & preserves. We also have our new ven-
ture, the online Auction. Below is more information on 
how to purchase these items and the link for the 
auction. 

 
We also want to let you know that all the items in the 
October Messenger are still available for you to pur-
chase. In the October Messenger there are many types 
of jams (over 12 varieties!), knitting (hats, scarves, 
throws, knitted dolls/animals, baby clothes), Val’s bou-
tique of creative gifts for the home, adults and infants, 
photograph greeting cards and Christmas gift tags. So 
please also check out the October Messenger (https://
parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2021/10/Messenger-October-2021.pdf).  

 
Thanks very much, 
Judy Hamley, Virtual Bazaar Convenor, 
bazaar@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

https://parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Messenger-October-2021.pdf
https://parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Messenger-October-2021.pdf
https://parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Messenger-October-2021.pdf
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NEW—Parkdale’s Online Bazaar Auction 
 

100 items to view and bid on by November 3rd!!  
 
We're very excited that we’ve launched our Bazaar ON-
LINE Auction! Check out our vast selection and start 
bidding on items that take your fancy! The bidding 
closes on Wednesday, November 3rd at 7pm. Don’t 
miss out! 
 
Click on this link: 
https://www.32auctions.com/ParkdaleBazaar2021 
 
Please share this auction link with your friends, rela-
tives, and social media contacts. We’re excited to intro-
duce this new venture, and we hope it goes well. We 
need your support, as bidders and buyers! I hope you 
enjoy it! Have fun. Good luck with your bidding! 
 
If you have questions, contact me at:  
bazaar@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 

https://www.32auctions.com/ParkdaleBazaar2021
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Bazaar 

Soups 

 
 

 
 
 
 
We are offering a Bazaar tradition – homemade soups, 5 
different delicious varieties! Treat yourself to gourmet 
soup for lunch or dinner. Soups come frozen, in 1 litre 
containers (32 ounces). Choose from: 

Hamburger Soup $8/container 
Ingredients: ground beef, onion, beef broth, diced tomatoes, 
celery, carrots, bell pepper 

Minestrone Soup $7/container 
Ingredients: carrots, celery, onion, zucchini, diced tomatoes, 
cannellini beans, elbow macaroni 

Sweet Potato Pear Soup $7/container 
Ingredients: butter, onion, carrots, celery, sweet potatoes, 
pears, thyme, paprika, chicken broth, maple syrup, lime juice, 
salt and pepper  

Carrot Soup $7/container 
Ingredients: butter, onion, carrots, cumin, chicken stock, light 
cream, salt and pepper 

Cucina Povera Soup-Vegetarian $7/container 
Ingredients: olive oil, tomatoes, lentils, spinach, diced onion, 
garlic, tomato juice, chili pepper paste, salt and pepper. Heat 
through. Top with a drizzle of olive oil and a sprinkle of par-
mesan cheese. Enjoy! 

To order soup, send an email to:  
Bazaar@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
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        Preserves  
 
In addition to the preserves listed in the October 
Messenger, the following are also available.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Green Tomato Chutney => 250 ml ($6) 
Rhubarb and Ginger jam => 250ml ($6) 
Green Tomato Mincemeat (vegan) for Christ-

mas tarts => 500ml  ($10) 
Organic apple sauce (with a touch of lemon 

and cinnamon) => 250 ml ($6) and 500ml 
($10)  

 

To order these preserves: 
Contact Val Hum at     
Valerie.hum@rogers.com 
or call 613-728-8830  

mailto:Valerie.hum@rogers.com
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Pies & Loaves 

From Val’s kitchen.  All pie crusts are made with lard/butter mix-

ture, loaves are made with butter. Baking can be picked up from 

my garage shortly after I have baked them due to lack of storage 

space and can be easily frozen in your freezer. To order:        

Contact valerie.hum@rogers.com or call  613-728-8830.  

I reserve the right to limit my baking due to time restraints.  If I 

am unable to fill your order please support your local small busi-

nesses in these times of financial crisis. 

Please check the October Messenger for other 

items. And for knitted goods and the Chicken Soup books in 

the October Messenger, please contact Val Hum at  
valerie.hum@rogers.com or call 613-728-8830  
(not Pamela as noted).  
 

Item and size Whole pie 1/2  
pie 

1/4 
pie 

Mini loaf 
5.5”x 3” 

Rhubarb/strawberry pie, 
9” 
 

$14 $7 $3.50   

Pork/beef tortiere,  9” 
  

$20 $10 $5.00   

Chicken pot pie, 9” 
  

$20 $10 $5.00   

Blueberry loaf, 9” x 5” 
 

$8     3.00 

Raspberry cornmeal loaf, 
 9 “ x 5” 
  

$8     3.00 

mailto:valerie.hum@rogers.com
mailto:Valerie.hum@rogers.com
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Gourmet Baked 

Goodies 

Gourmet bars and cookies for your enjoyment. Contact  
Bazaar@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca to order these cookies 
and bars.  

 
Butter Tart Pecan Squares 
$6/box of 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cherry Linzertorte Bars 
$6/box of 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Bazaar@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
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White Chocolate, Cranberry and Macadamia Nut 
Cookies 
$6/package of 6 

MASON JARS NEEDED 

 

500 ml jars are needed for canning peaches and beets. These 
jars are the five inch tall ones. The 4" ones are for jam and 
jelly and can go to Beth Gutsell but please deliver the 5" ones 
to my house if possible at 13 Hutchison Ave, off Parkdale 
Ave.  

valerie.hum@rogers.com   Valerie Hum 

mailto:valerie.hum@rogers.com
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Games time with the youth group at the October pizza party Parkdale Garden . 
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Images and stories 

 
Iceland-something for everyone 

 

November 26, 2021, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Mark your calendars!  

You are invited to join Barbara Hennessy as she deli-
vers her presentation entitled Iceland – Something for 
Everyone. A few months ago, Barbara travelled to Ice-
land in order to celebrate a milestone birthday. In her 
presentation, she will be discussing the fascinating mu-
seums and the breathtaking scenery. She will also be 
sharing tales of the friendly and inclusive Icelanders. 
  
Please send an email to the Parkdale office at 
pdale@trytel.com indicating that you would like to 
receive the Zoom link, which will be sent closer to the 
presentation date. 
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Birthdays in November 

It’s November… Warm 
Birthday Greetings to: 

 
1st  Jenna Lester 
3rd Ekom Akpan 
3rd Uyo-obong Akpan 
3rd Rob Hilkes 
4th Barbara Baird 
6th Emily Menzies 
6th Sean Hilkes 
7th Joshua Okumu 
7th Oliver Jeglie 
8th Chris Halstead 
8th Alexandra Stockwell 
11th Barry Hobin 
15th Matthew Goetz 
16th Blaine Pauling 

17th Estelle Allen 
20th Sarah Shepard 
21th Lorena Mason 
24th Wendy Bailey 
24th Jenna Gibbs 
24th Nora Robin 
27th Alec Anderson 
28th Hepsy Griffith 
30th Daria Fincham 

If you would like your birthday 
to be a secret and your name 
taken off this list or if you have 
a name to add, please let the 
office know. 
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Autumn is Here, an Interactive Reflection 

by Rev. Alcris Limongi 
 

Autumn arrives so quickly 
Even if you think you are ready 
for it,  
you’re never ready. 
It comes so naturally, so easy1. 

 

Autumn is here, with its beauty 
and paradoxes, with crisper and 
shorter days transitioning us into 
the winter’s stunning and darker 
ones.  
 
I first arrived in Canada one Sep-
tember 18th. It was the first time 
that I experienced the seasons. I had no expectation of what  
was to come.  
 

Very soon before my eyes, the 
leaves on the trees started to dis-
play gold, purple, orange, yellow 
colours. There is no Fall in my 
part of the world. 
 
It was almost painful for me to 
take in such a beauty on my own.  
I needed to share the miracle of 

beauty and bounty before my eyes. I took pictures and sent 
them by mail to my mom. I’d even picked some leaves for her as 
a living proof of that wonderful spectacle. 
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Everyday after my ESL class, I went to Alexandra Park in Toronto 
and sat there to contemplate the dance of nature before my 
eyes, until one day. I saw all the leaves on the ground. The im-
age was radically different from one day to the other “trees in 
late autumn—fruitless, twice dead, pulled out by the roots”. 
Jude 1:12 
 
The trees were bare… it was a shock. The 
change arrived quickly.  
 
I remember on that day, I sat on the 
ground, wrote a letter to a friend in Costa 
Rica, describing her the sadness and mel-
ancholy that took over me… how vulnera-
ble those naked trees made me feel. I was witnessing the de-
cline of trees, the emptiness around me, the dead leaves lying 
on the ground. Suddenly I was feeling a great loss, the impact of 
leaving home was magnified by the transitioning of the season.  
 

Nighttime comes sooner in Autumn. 
Eyesight grows dimmer.  
Yet just when you expect to see less, it's possible to see 
more. 
From the safety of this distance, you can allow into your 
view what you might not have allowed earlier. 
You can view your life more completely, more accurately, 
even more forgivingly, than you have before2. 

You can open to the realization that you have experience 
so much, observed so much, gathered so much1. 
 

As we approach the year-end, contemplating the season march-
ing on to Winter; as we ourselves march towards post-pandemic 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+1&version=HCSB
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days; as we come to terms with our own human mortality; I won-
der, what reflections, insights, life lessons, kingdom’s visions are 
in our life just waiting to be discovered, named, shared, lived? 

Parker Palmer writes: 
“… as I watched the beauty die. Focused on the browning of 
summer’s green growth, I allowed the prospect of death to 
eclipse all that’s life-giving about fall and its sensuous de-
lights.  
Then I began to understand a simple fact: all the “falling” 
that’s going on out there is full of promise. Seeds are being 
planted and leaves are being composted as earth prepares 
for yet another uprising of green3.  

 
I wonder, as you look outside through your kitchen window, or 
take a walk in nature, or perhaps contemplate the colours lifting 
a spontaneous praise to our Creator for the beauty of creation: 
what questions come to your mind about your own life? 
 
Here are a few: 
 How do I experience the paradoxes of Autumn in my own 

life? 
 
 Where do I find beauty, faith, and comfort in this season? Or 

in this particular season of my life? 
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What has died in me, in the context of Covid-19, and is       
composting in my life at this time?  

 
What seeds has the Pandemic planted in me, that I can per-
ceive already the pulse of new life but have not seen it fully 
yet? What types of seeds have I been planting around me?  

 
I am just suggesting a few questions…perhaps you may come up 
with others. Please send me your questions to my email so we 
can continue this conversation and offer questions to one an-
other. I could post them anonymously in the Sunday bulletins, 
as they come, so that we are all enriched by each other’s ques-
tions as we go through this Autumn together.  
 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed,  
we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not 

built by human hands.  2 Corinthians 5:1 
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Prayer 
 

Loving God, you fill all things with a fullness and hope that we 
can never comprehend. Thank you for leading us into a time 
where more of reality is being unveiled for us all to see. We pray 
that you will take away our natural temptation for cynicism, de-
nial, fear and despair. Help us have the courage to awaken to 
greater truth, greater humility, and greater care for one anoth-
er. May we place our hope in what matters and what lasts, 
trusting in your eternal presence and love. Listen to our hearts’ 
longings for the healing of our suffering world. Please add your 
own intentions... Knowing, good God, you are hearing us better 
than we are speaking, we offer these prayers in all the holy 
names of God. Amen. 
 
written by Franciscan Father Richard Rohr  
— founder of the Center for Action and Contemplation 
https://cac.org/about/richard-rohr 
 
Listen to Father Richard pray this prayer aloud.  
[https://cac.org/2021-daily-meditations/#listen]
____________________________________________________ 
Notes: 
1 James E. Miller, Autumn Wisdom. Finding Meaning in Life’s Lat-
er Years. p.5 
2 Idem, p.21 
3A Season of Paradox by Parker J. Palmer, from On the Brink of 

Everything: Grace, Gravity and Getting Old 

https://cac.org/2021-daily-meditations/#listen
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Namby: Good morning, Pamby 
 
Pamby: And a good morning to 
you, Namby. 
 
Namby: So, what’s up? Have you 
recovered from Thanksgiving? 
 
Pamby: What kind of question is 
that? I know you; you are probably 
thinking that I had so much turkey 
that I am sick of it and am now in 
withdrawal.  
 
Namby: Now, why would you think 
such a thing? Don’t forget that 
Covid is still around, so we can’t do 
some of the things we used to do. 
So, why would you have imagined 
that I would have thought that 
your behaviour at this Thanksgiving 
was the same as it was last year or 
the year before? 
 
Pamby: As I said, I know you and 
that question about my recovery 
was loaded. I don’t think you were 
really thinking about turkey or 
even Thanksgiving. 
 
Namby: Ok, Mr. Mindreader, so 
what was I thinking about? What 
was I really asking you? 
 
Pamby: Perhaps many things, but 
perhaps just a simple question, 
such as What’s new with you? 
 

Names that Last 

Namby: Well, well, for the first 
time in a long time, you hit the 
jackpot, although you don’t trust 
lotteries. 
 
Pamby: So, it’s true? You really just 
wanted to find out what was new 
in my life? 
 
Namby: Yes, I know that you al-
ways have something going on 
whether it’s new or old. Some-
times, it’s even interesting. 
 
Pamby: Thank you for the back-
handed compliment! Thanksgiving 
seems to have given you a sweet 
tooth. 
 
Namby: Thank you for noticing! 
Now, will you answer the question 
and stop your sweet talk. What’s 
up? 
 
Pamby: Well, I made a discovery. I 
didn’t go looking for anything but 
stumbled on it just so, in a newspa-
per-- of all places. 
 
Namby: That’s what’s so weird and 
good about you at the same time, 
Pamby! You are one of the strange 
people who still read a newspaper. 
 
Pamby: I’m in good company. If I 
remember correctly, you read the 
newspaper as well. 
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 killing with the name, the ticket 
sales and the beat of the music. 
 
Namby: If they did, they couldn’t 
have been thinking about the mil-
lions of believers whom they would 
offend.  
 
Pamby: You are right. There are 
and were people who were accus-
tomed to calling Jesus “Saviour, 
Messiah, Son of God, Prince of 
Peace, the Good Shepherd, the 
Light of the world, Son of Man, 
Lamb of God and Word of God"! 
 
Namby: And don’t forget that 
beautiful chorus in Handel’s Messi-
ah where he is described as Won-
derful Counsellor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlasting Father.  
  
Pamby: Yes, after all that, this 
“Superstar" thing seemed like a 
real bummer to millions. 
  
Namby: Well, weren’t any of those 
names which have brought comfort 
and hope to so many for so many 
years included in the rocking? 
 
Pamby: It doesn’t seem so. Appar-
ently the music was excellent with 
a full orchestra and gospel choir 
and reached number 1 on the 
charts but thousands considered 
the interpretation of the character 
of Jesus as an insult to the gospel 
story. 

Namby: Yes, but I don’t discover 
anything. What did you discover? 
 
Pamby: That October 12th this year 
was the 50th anniversary of the first 
performance of the  musical “ Jesus 
Christ Superstar” on Broadway.  
 
Namby: Wow! So then it was pro-
duced and staged in 1971? 
 
Pamby: Yes, and was sold out for 
the first six weeks and ran for 711 
performances. 
 
Namby: Of course, that was before 
my time but my Dad told me about 
it when he was talking about Rock 
music. He called it a rock musical. 
 
Pamby: The first album sold 2.5 
million copies in the United States. 
 
Namby: Wow!! So Jesus did pretty 
well as a rock star? 
 
Pamby: Not so fast! There was a lot 
of controversy about the show and 
its name.  
 
Namby: I’m not surprised! Why 
would you want to make the Jesus 
of the Gospels a kind of celebrity 
similar to the superstars in hockey, 
the movies, football, basketball, 
soccer, gymnastics and tennis, 
whom some of us swoon over? 
 
Pamby: Maybe the producers 
thought that they would make a 
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Namby: How so?  
 
Pamby:  Well, "Jesus the Super-
star” seemed to like his celebrity, 
wasn’t afraid to lose his temper 
and was doubtful about God’s pur-
pose for him.     
  
Namby: Well, didn’t Jesus once get 
angry and drive the money-
changers out of the temple saying 
that they made the house of God 
‘a den of thieves’? 
  
Pamby: That’s true, but he’s right 
on mission in the temple; he is 
defending his Father’s house. His 
anger in the rock opera is about 
himself. 
 
Namby: Ok, doesn’t he show 
doubt in the Garden of Gethsema-
ne when he prays “Father, if it be 
your will, let this cup pass from 
me?” 
 
Pamby: But don’t you remember 
how he dealt with that finally? 
 
Namby: Yes, he said “Not my will 
but your will be done”.            
 
Pamby: You know, I see the title 
Jesus Christ Superstar as a clever 
gimmick. It’s a name unlike any 
that is attached to the name and 
person presented in the scriptures. 
And those names have lasted for 
centuries.  
 

Namby: I think that you are right. It’s 
a new name which I can dismiss im-
mediately or I can allow it to arouse 
my curiosity because it’s so different 
from any of the others. 
 
Pamby: Why would it arouse your 
curiosity? 
 
Namby: I would want to see what it is 
about him that, in the interpretation 
of the producers of the musical, 
makes them see him as a modern 
Superstar. 
 
Pamby: Yes, how does a guy, publicly 
humiliated, tortured and subjected to 
the most cruel of deaths in the 1st 
century suddenly become a Superstar 
in the 20th?  
 
Namby: Or was he already a Super-
star in the 1st? Did the scriptures real-
ly intend that we should put him on 
that pedestal when it gave him all of 
those wonderful names?        
 

John Harewood  
October 24, 2021    
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Parkdale United Church 
We respond to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings 

by:  

 

Uniting in joyful worship as an 

act of praise and gratitude, for 

inspiration and guidance  
 

 
 

Providing learning opportuni-
ties for the Christian way of 
life and to enhance Biblical 

literacy  

 
  
Supporting each other through  
pastoral care and concern  

 

 

 

Promoting justice  

 

 
Reaching out to  
people in need  


