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We are always looking for new
ideas, for submissions and for
“Messenger roving reporters”.
If you and a friend like to chat,
face to face or by phone, perhaps
you could make a few notes and
let us know what you chat about
during these strange and challenging times. Or please send photos
that touch you.
We reserve the right to edit, condense or reject submissions but
always try to find space for all.
Next issue: J anuar y 2022
Please send submissions to:

messenger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca

by Sunday, December 19, 2021
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In Brief
Pastoral Care
Isolation and social distancing gets more and more “normal” but
if you are feeling in need of support/help, please do not hesitate to reach
out. Call the church or our ministers.
Rev. Bailey, Rev. Limongi and members of the Pastoral Care team stand
ready to come alongside you.
Reach Rev. Bailey at the church (613) 728-8656 ext. 222 or by cell phone
(613) 292-5152. E-mail address is abailey@trytel.com
Rev. Limongi (613) 728-8656 ext. 224 or by email
alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca,
Huda Kandalaft (613) 728-8656 ext. 226 or by email
huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
Mary McLeod (Chairperson of the Pastoral Care Team) can be reached by
email mcleod.mm@gmail.com
Music and Worship Arts
Those interested in joining the choir, DaleSong or Moving in Spirit can
reach Keith Hartshorn-Walton (Music and Worship Arts Director) by
email: keith@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca

Thank you to this month's contributors: Alcris
Limongi, Faye Beaufort, Anthony Bailey, Gloria
Goodine, Ruth Gray-Beauchamp, Judy Hamley,
Richard Hamley, Huda Kandalaft, Elise Mennie,
Kathleen Stephenson, Paul Crabtree, Elaine West
IMPORTANT: When submitting photos to The Messenger, please ensure you
have asked permission of the individuals if faces are clearly recognizable.
They should know that an electronic PDF version of the Messenger is posted
to the Parkdale website. See
http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE

The Pandemic and the Season of Advent
For a second year in a row, this season of Advent is intersecting with the
‘season’ of the Pandemic. So much loss, so much death, so much grief, so
much distancing; so much heartache and disruption; so much inequity; and
hopefully, so much re-evaluating.
We have both the privilege and the duty to rethink our priorities; to reimagine our hopes and dreams; to caress a posture of listening and deep reflecting. Our primary wish should not just be “getting through this”. So much
has been revealed – the proverbial curtain has been pulled back. What are we
going to do with what we now know about the impact of this global pandemic? It has disproportionally afflicted the vulnerable, those made poor, and
those lacking adequate access to health care and economic and therapeutic
remedies.
I believe the Season of Advent has something to say to us. We remember that
Advent is the season that begins four Sundays before Christmas day and signals the beginning of a new Christian year. For followers of Christ and
stewards in the service of God, this season is both invitation and summons.
We are invited to recommit ourselves to the wondrous story of God and God’s
relationship with creation as embodied and enacted principally in the birth,
life, teaching, death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ. As well, we are summoned by the contagious grace, wisdom and love of God to delve more deeply into the life of the world, and our faithful relationship with the world that
God so loves.
In light of the necessity of physical distancing during the pandemic, we are
reminded of a God who comes to us in the flesh of a newborn baby; to be
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with us. Emmanuel means God with us. God is all about connection. God to
human connection, human to human connection, non-human to human connection. Look how many times Jesus lifts up the example of animals, trees,
grass and other expressions of Creation, to demonstrate this profound life of
connection with God, each other and all that is around us.

I believe in the prudence and wisdom of social and physical distancing as an
act of love and care for others and one’s self. This is necessary in an acute
pandemic, even as we note that this has been impossible for so many around
the world. But let’s be honest. Even before the pandemic, we in the human
family have not always done a very good job of curating loving, just, equitable
connections with each other; especially with those who are “not like us.”
The season of Advent assists and prods us to welcome the gift of Emmanuel –
God-with-us. This season is an opportune time to host the realization that
God recognizes the importance of human connection so much, that God entered the world as one of us. Throughout his life and ministry, Jesus intentionally sought out human connection. Many crowds of people as well as solitary
questers were able to experience deep connection with Jesus.
People were drawn to Jesus’ love, compassion, justice, truth-speaking, grace
and presence. Think of the Magi from the East, the many crowds of people
that drew near to hear him and to touch him. Think of the crowds that he
taught and fed. Jesus privileged connection with the Father and with others,
including sharing in worship (ie. Synagogue, as well as open-air venues) as
well as with meals.
From His birth through to His resurrection, people were drawn to Jesus’ majesty, love, and presence. Whether it was the Three Kings making the journey
to Bethlehem, the marriage celebration at Cana, or the crowds in Galilee
hearing the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus’ earthly ministry was enhanced by
the shared experiences of those who gathered with him. In this same spirit we
continue to gather each Christmas season to await and celebrate our
Saviour’s birth; the One who is God-with-us.
The intent of the season of Advent is not only about preparation for Christmas, it is also about drinking in and experiencing and expressing the signature
gifts or ‘Hope’, ‘Peace”, ‘Joy’ and ‘Love’. It is about deep connection with God,
with others, with creation and with our deepest selves. As an act of deepening faith and connection, we are invited and blessed to encourage and sup-
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port each other in this alternative way of ‘getting’ to Christmas. We are released by God’s Spirit, to support each other’s alternative way of preparing
for the gift of holy mystery that the commemoration of Jesus’ birth brings.
Despite all of its disruption and heartache, distress and death – which must
not be minimized at all – the pandemic has provoked us to reassess our priorities, and to reflect on the state of our meaningful connections. As well, we
are being called to account for what is producing all the inequities and injustice that have caused some to suffer far more than others. This God incarnate
in Jesus, longs to connect with us, to redirect us, all the while whispering into
our lives how beloved we are.
Part of the gift of Advent is to intentionally permit us to choose to live time
differently. Of course there are demands on our time over which we have
little control. However, we do have great choice in many areas regarding how
we live the time given to us. As a community of faith we are called to support
each other’s alternative preparation for the gift of mystery that Christmas day
celebrates. God fleshed in baby, toddler, teenage and adult Jesus, is the ultimate act of “connection”. God is signalling that God is all in. In Jesus, God
connects intimately with God’s beloved Creation, and by the Spirit, furnishes
ample opportunity for us to connect with God, with each other and with our
genuine selves.
May this Advent season produce a preposterous amount of deep, sincere,
loving, just, equitable and spiritual connection, by the grace of God. I pray for
us all a blessed time of joyous Advent preparation and anticipation, and a rich
Christmas celebration of the gift of Jesus.
“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come and has redeemed his people…
to give his people the knowledge of salvation
through the forgiveness of sins,
because of the tender mercy of our God…”
(Luke 1: selected verses)
“And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:20)
Anthony
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PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT WORKING GROUP UPDATE

It was just over two years ago, at a congregational meeting in the
sanctuary, that your Property Development Working Group (PDWG)
had its mandate extended by two years – to November 3, 2021.
On November 2, 2021 Council met to consider a request from the
PDWG to extend its mandate by a further two years. The discussion
pertaining to this motion was very interesting, mainly because of a
letter to Council from Property Trustees that was tabled at the same
meeting. The compelling letter from Property Trustees outlined the
many challenges that the building is facing, as depicted in the Building
Condition Assessment and the Designated Substances Report, two
studies conducted in 2019, and referenced several current realities
such as the need to be more environmentally responsible. It spoke of
accessibility and security, asbestos, lack of proper ventilation, sustainability, climate change and sustainability, and the role of Trustees in
overseeing the building.

In a nutshell, Property Trustees are of the opinion that the building is
past its ‘best before date’ and that action needs to be taken in the
near term to move forward with a recommendation with respect to
the building. Property Trustees do not think that waiting for two
years for an update is acceptable.
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After much discussion, the original motion requesting a two-year extension was amended as follows:
"AMENDED MOTION: That Council approve a two-year extension to
the existing Property Development Working Group mandate to November 3, 2023. During this time, consultations will continue and
options for redevelopment of the current building into a more
modern, sustainable and accessible building and potential partnerships will be explored. The committee’s work will include, in collaboration with the congregation, development of a vision, with God’s
help, of how we move into the future as a body of Christ and a bold
and innovative community of faith. A renewed focus on stewardship
of God’s creation and a move away from fossil fuels will be part of
our deliberations.
Within this mandate, the Working Group will develop options and a
recommendation by October 31, 2022 for the congregation to consider at the 2023 Annual General Meeting (AGM) that will provide
direction for how this redevelopment will proceed.
A proposal will be put forward for inclusion in the 2022 Budget for
approval at the AGM. Existing Working Group membership will continue, with flexibility for addition of new members, as the need arises."
So what does this mean?
It means that your Working Group must be more focused in order to
report back to Council in a little under a year with options and recommendations. We will focus first on development of a vision; this is
absolutely essential for moving forward - a vision of how, with God’s
help, we move respectfully and recognizing the central reality of our
identity, into the future as a body of Christ and a bold and innovative
community of faith – all done with stewardship of God’s creation in
mind.
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Over the past four years, we have done a lot of work, but we have not
made a recommendation. Looking back on our work to date, it is fair
to say that during the first two years of our mandate we focused primarily on the building and the neighbourhood. In the second two
years, we moved into discussion of housing. And we had COVID 19,
which undoubtedly slowed us down.
We have not abandoned the possibility of housing as a missional opportunity, but at this juncture, we believe we need to focus on church
requirements, and how we can respond missionally to needs in the
neighbourhood that might, or might not, include housing. So, in coming months, we will refocus our discussion on the church, our position
in the neighbourhood, and our aspirations for being a beacon of hope
in the Hintonburg area.
In the near term, we plan to meet with IGNITE, with a view to sharing
information and soliciting interest from this ‘younger’ component of
Parkdale’s membership. This information and more will feed into a programming/space needs exercise that we will undertake in coming
months.
As I am sure you appreciate, this is a very important and complex project, and we want to ensure that you are fully engaged and informed
throughout the process. As the project moves forward, the working
group may want or need to engage the participation of additional
members. If the opportunity of contributing to the forward movement
of this project appeals to you, please give this your prayerful consideration and let us know.
Last but certainly not least, please continue to pray for your PDWG and
for clarity and discernment of vision.
Respectfully submitted
Helen Hayes
Coordinator, PDWG
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Advent at Home
30 Parkdale families registered for the Advent-in-a-box which were
distributed on Sunday November 21. The boxes are an Advent gift
from Parkdale Christian Enrichment ministry to Parkdale young families. The activities will help rediscover the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love
of God through this Advent season as each family gathers for a fun
time together.
Each Advent-at-home box has a craft to represent each Sunday in Advent, an Advent wreath craft, a Christmas craft and an Epiphany craft.
We also included an Advent devotion for every Sunday in Advent for
your family . There are many activities and wondering questions for
you to share. So much fun for this season!
We hope that this will provide a chance for families to get creative and
have fun as they celebrate this holy season!

The IGNITE group helped
with packing the 30 boxes.
Michelle Bailey and
Rachelle DuBois are pictured.
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10 Ways to Celebrate
Advent
With the busy life we have these days, it
is so easy not to find the time to pause
and reflect on the meaning of the
Christmas celebration. Christmas will be
here before we know it, so let’s grab the
opportunity to enjoy celebrating the
season of Advent: the season of waiting,
expectation, and preparation for the
coming of Jesus Christ into your life and
the world. Here are ten ways for you to
celebrate Advent and Christmas:
Blessing of the Christmas Tree: When your Christmas tree is up and
before you decorate it, say a prayer of thanks for the tree and the
joy it brings to us during this season. Ask God to bless your home,
bring you peace and to help you remember the gift of baby Jesus.
Nativity/Creche: Set up your family's nativity scene or make your
own. You can draw a picture of what you imagine the scene
looked like and have a conversation with your children or grandchildren about the setting. Play with the nativity and use it to tell
the story.
Advent Wreath Devotions. Make or purchase an Advent wreath to
use for your weekly devotions or find a devotional in the Adventin-a-box sent out to young families.
Paper Chain Countdown. Countdown to Christmas by making a paper
chain. On each chain you can write something to do or someone
to pray for, or you can write a scripture verse or the names of
Jesus.
Servant Give: Give to your favorite local organization or charity.
Serve at a local food bank, soup kitchen, or volunteer at Parkdale.
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Reverse Advent Calendar. Collect items for a local food pantry or
organization each day or once a week. Put items in a box. Pray for
the people who will receive each item. Deliver the box at the end
of Advent.
Christmas Card Prayers. Open Christmas cards from friends and family. Say a prayer for each person or family from whom you received a card. Display the cards in a place where you can see them
throughout Advent.
Christmas Lights: Go for a walk or drive and look at Christmas lights
or community displays. As you watch the lights talk about how
Jesus is the light of the world. Watch or listen to the light of
Christmas video by Owl City (feat, TobyMac).
Christmas Morning: Start your Christmas morning by reading the
Luke 2 story about the birth of Jesus before opening gifts. Sing
happy birthday to Jesus. Say a prayer for your family and for the
world.
Family time: Make sure to have a fun family time with your family or
friends. Perhaps you can watch a Christmas movie like A Charlie
Brown Christmas, and talk about the true meaning of Christmas,
or join the church family activities for Christmas.

All around us we see signs of Christmas, whether it is the music in the
malls and restaurants or the lights in the streets. The story of Christmas is the miracle of God’s Son arriving as a child. Christmas is such a
time of anticipation and joy for children. It is a time that stirs our
hearts and imaginations. The Christmas tree, the manger scene, the
music and carols, the lights shining in the winter darkness joyfully proclaim the birth of Jesus Christ and call us to come and adore Him. In
your Advent preparations time together this year, may you have that
sense of wonder and awe as you await the birth of Christ, the child
king.
Huda Kandalaft
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Parkdale’s Virtual Bazaar
Auction-Update
This year we tried a new venture — the online Bazaar Auction. It ran for 3
weeks and I think it was well received and a big success for our first year.
We surpassed our goal of $2,000, raising $2,132 through the auction! This
does not include sales of baking, preserves and all the other things we offered
through the Messenger.
Almost all the 100 items in the auction were bid on and many had
multiple bids. We had 65 registered bidders. At the last day of the auction at
the closing time of 7pm the bidding was fast and furious on some of the hotly
contested items.
Thank you to everyone who made this auction a success. Thank you to all
those who participated and all those who generously donated items. I want
to especially thank the auction team of Helen, Marilyn and Linda! They are
now auction experts. Many hours were put in, finding and sorting items and
creatively putting them up on the site. Their help was invaluable.
Thank you all for making this new venture of an online auction a success. We
had fun putting it together and I hope you had fun too.
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The online team: from left: Judy Hamley, Helen Hayes, Marilyn Hahn and
Linda Thompson
We may try another auction in the springtime! Keep an eye out for items
that might be auctionable.
Virtual Bazaar-Update
Again this year our Bazaar was virtual, as we offered all kinds of
Goodies, crafts and treasures for sale through our online October and
November Messenger Newsletter.
I want to send a BIG THANK YOU to all those who participated. Thank you
to all those who worked hard and contributed items for sale and to the
shoppers and to those who contributed financially toward the Bazaar. I
want to thank Beth, Valerie and Pamela for their extra efforts in preparing
and selling many items.
I also want to thank the soup makers (Ruth, Linda, and Helen) for making
big batches of soup to sell in 1 litre containers. They were very popular
this year.
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Valerie Hum’s Garage Shop
We do not have a total raised yet, as there are still sales and monies are still
coming in. To give you an idea of what was offered and purchased at the
Virtual Bazaar, here is a summary:
 many types of delicious jams and preserves
 5 different types of soup (new this year in the virtual Bazaar)
 gourmet cookies and bars (new this year in the virtual Bazaar)
 made to order pies & loaves
 a wide selection of knitted items
 Christmas gift tag packages
 photograph greeting cards
 Val’s many crafts
Beth Gutsell also organized the purchase and sale of over 220 United Church
Calendars for area churches.
I said this last year too but hopefully next year, in 2022, we will be able to
get together in person and host our more traditional Bazaar.
Judy Hamley, Virtual Bazaar Convenor,
bazaar@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
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Advent and Christmas Activities for
Youth and Young families
Join us on Dec. 11 @ 3:00-4:00 PM for a virtual Christmas movie from the
comfort of your own home. Bring your pop corn and join us as we watch...
The Legend of The Three Trees
The legend of the three Trees is a
timeless retelling of the classic folktale
of three distinct trees, each with its
own hopes, dreams, and aspirations.
Each tree dreamed of becoming great.
Perhaps a majestic treasure chest, or a
magnificent sailing ship or maybe the
tallest tree in the forest. But their
dreams didn’t seem to come true.
Disappointed and dejected, the trees
despair until they each interact with
Jesus Christ at his birth, ministry, and ultimate sacrifice. In these experiences,
they learned that God has a special purpose for each of them. Thoughtfully
written and beautifully animated, the legend of the Three Trees teaches children and adults alike the significance of their role in God’s plan for the world.

Decorating Gingerbread
Houses online gathering
Dec.5 @7:00 pm
Join us for a family event
online: a decorate your
Gingerbread House Contest. Three winners will win
a pizza delivered to their
home.

Register with Huda by Dec. 3rd; huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
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The Christmas Pageant
The Story of Christmas
This year will be hybrid.
Some parts will be prerecorded, and others will
be live. IN-PERSON rehearsals will take place on
Sundays after the service
from 12:30-1:30 PM on
Dec.5, Dec.12.

Please let Huda know ASAP if your children would like to participate in person
or online.

Parkdale Pageant Virtual Choir
Everyone who likes to sing is invited to be part of the Parkdale United Pageant
Virtual Choir. The choir will rehearse 2 Sunday afternoons (virtually), and then
meet (virtually) on the 3rd Sunday in order to record audio and video of each
individual singer. The singers will all be placed into a virtual choir video created by Keith Hartshorn-Walton. (Do you play an instrument? Or wish to do a
solo or duo? Let me know, and we can arrange that too.)
Where and When will we sing? Sunday Dec 5 (Zoom meeting)
Where and When will we record? Sunday Dec 12th (Zoom meeting)
What time? 2-3pm
Which carols will we be singing? Mary’s Boy Child, Silent Night, Away in a
Manger, Ding Dong Merrily on High.

Christmas Party for Young AdultsIGNITE
All young Adults are invited on
Saturday Dec. 4th for a Christmas
gathering @7:00PM in the Ladies’
Parlor with a time of special meal and
lots of fun. COVID protocols and proof
of vaccination are required. Please
register with Huda by Dec. 1st.
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LECTIONARY READINGS FOR
DECEMBER 2021
Second Sunday of Advent
December 5
Baruch 5:1–9 or Malachi 3:1–4
Luke 1:68–79 Philippians 1:3–11
Luke 3:1–6
Third Sunday of Advent
December 12
Zephaniah 3:14–20 Isaiah 12:2–6
Philippians 4:4–7 Luke 3:7–18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19
Micah 5:2–5a Luke 1:46b–55 or
Psalm 80:1–7 Hebrews 10:5–10
Luke 1:39–45, (46–55)
Christmas Eve/Day
December 24/25

ABOUT THE LECTIONARY...
The Lectionary sets out daily readings to expand the range of biblical reading in worship or in personal devotion.
In the Messenger, we cite only the
Sunday readings. Usually but not
always these readings are used by
our ministers for Sunday worship.
The other daily readings complement the Sunday readings. Thursday through Saturday the readings
help prepare the reader for the
Sunday ahead.
The Monday through Wednesday
readings help the reader reflect
on and digest what they heard in
worship.

Isaiah 9:2–7 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11–
14 Luke 2:1–14, (15–20)
First Sunday after Christmas
December 26
1 Samuel 2:18–20, 26 Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12–17 Luke 2:41–52
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TO THOSE WHO MOURN
Rev. Alcris Limongi
Minister for Pastoral Care
When everything around us reminds
us of the upcoming Christmas season… a time of family, church and
cultural traditions. It is a time to
plan, to be merry and to enjoy the
excitement of decorations, lights,
baking, gatherings, shared meals
and presents. It is all good, but perhaps it is not so for you this year.
It might be a time for some of us
when we miss even more that person who will not be around the table this year. It might not be a death that is causing us to grieve this year,
but a life change or transition.
I have been reflecting that sometimes it seems as if we are rushed into get
into “life as normal”, avoiding the topic in conversations, as if we could really
avoid pain if we just don’t talk about it.
I will share with you my first memories of grief: I remember when I was a
child in Venezuela in the Roman Catholic tradition, mourning was integrated
into our lives. For example, people who were going through the loss of a
loved one, used to wear black clothing—I remember wearing a black button
pinned to my school uniform when my aunt died. It gave the bereaved the
permission and space to grieve. Friends and neighbours knew that the person was mourning, so special compassion and understanding were extended
to them.
I also remember that when someone died a “novenario” was offered, a rosary was prayed for nine consecutive evenings in the home of the bereaved.
Friends and relatives would come and support the family/individual spiritually and emotionally, nine evenings in a row. Meals were provided and the
closest friends or relatives just took charge of their everyday needs. Mourners were left without responsibilities and on the last night - the ninth - hot
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chocolate, cookies, warm baking and lots of hugs were passed around. Then
the mourner family or individual was left progressively alone to process their
pain. Then they invited all of us back to mark the first month anniversary of
the loved one’s death (sometimes every month).
I remember that in Spanish we say “te acompano en tus sentimientos” (something equivalent to “I share your feelings, or I am feeling it with
you”). Being a mourner myself several times in my life, I know how comforting those words were. It meant that people were with us in our grief,
perhaps the closest image in our minds is Job’s friends who came around
him to witness in silence and share his feelings.
However, one of the hardest things we experience when we are going
through a time of grief is that no one can understand how we really feel.
Even if others have gone through a similar experience of loss, they cannot
know how exactly how the other person feels or needs because each loss,
every relationship, is unique and everyone mourns their loss in a personal
and unique way.
Even we do not understand all our emotions that are in flux. No one but us
can experience the disorientation, the rage, the fear, the anxiety, the sadness, the loneliness, the shock, the pain of everyday life when the daily routines are gone, or when we sleep alone on one side of the bed; or when we
enter the empty room of a child, when the always expected call from a
friend no longer comes, when the hug from a mother is gone, or that childhood relative with whom we shared memories and laughter of shared mischief leaves us without any warning. Even a small loss it is still a loss for us.
It is our loss.
From these early experiences of grief, I learned that we don’t necessarily
have to wear black, but we need the space and to take the time we need to
grieve. It is key to have social and personal permission to mourn. There is a
time for each one of us; we cannot put a number of days for our process. I
saw how important it is to acknowledge our pain to be transformed, not
healed when someone said “grief is not a sickness, it is the price of love”.
Only we know what we need, but I also learned about the importance of the
community around us in our grieving process, to accompany us- in silence,
in prayer, in listening, in walking with us. Finally I learned that God is with us
all the way through.
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On this Christmas season, I would like to offer you some suggestions:
The Advent season, the one happening when the days are shorter and night
are longer, creates for us a space for walking in the dark, waiting for the
Light of the world with expectation.

Search your heart to find out what you may need. Do this for you. It will help.
Anticipate planning your Christmas; be intentional about what you
may need or want.
Create a small ritual to acknowledge, to name the change, the
memory of the one who is no more with us in person or whatever you are
grieving about.
Identify, name and validate your feelings. Seek a friend or someone
in the church family that can listen to you. Your grief is worth talking about.
Your story is worth being told.
Finally spend quiet and intentional time with God. Just you and God, even in
silence before God’s presence with your pain, open your heart to his healing
and comfort.
Remember that: Jesus wept!
It is the shortest verse in the Bible, but what a tremendous consolation for us
to know that God knows what we are going through; that In Jesus, he experienced the pain of a loss of a dear one, that the Spirit of Life can reach places
in our minds and hearts where sometimes even we don’t go.
We will never stop loving the one who is gone, but the pain in time will be
transformed in joyful memories, in peaceful gratitude for the gift of having
them in our lives. The jokes and anecdotes will bring laughter and brighter
days. Their memory will be passed to other generations…
At the end, there is hope, transformation and life again.
BLESSED ARE YOU BECAUSE YOU WILL BE COMFORTED (Matthew 5:4)
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Birthdays in December
It’s December… Warm
Birthday Greetings to:
1st: Josee Méla
3rd: Ryan Goetz
6th: Donovan Sealy
7th: Noralyn Smith
7th: Ronan Bosch
9th: David Smith
9th: Andrea Harris
10th: Joanna Hamley
11th: Clara Lu
13th: Nicole Greaves
14th: Rosemary Andrews
14th: Emily Bailey
15th: Don MacPherson
16th: Vivian Drew
19th: Alex Ngwafusi
20th: Jeremy Bailey
20th: Noah Woeller
20th: Ainsley Parent
23rd: Marc Nelson
25th: Larissa Sealey
27th: Derek Fortune
31st: Trinity McQuinn
31st: Jeremy McLay

If you would like your
birthday to be a secret and
your name taken off this list
or if you have a name to
add, please let the office
know.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

On November 5th, a ceremony was held at the Salvation Army
Bethany Hope Centre to celebrate the life of Judy McIntosh,
who died in 2020. Judy was the nurse at Bethany and was instrumental in establishing a health centre for the young families who attend Bethany. The health centre was named “The
Judy McIntosh Health Centre” in her honour.

This is Willow, 2 1/2 years old,
Janice Gray’s great granddaughter.
Willow loves to wear hats - but
this is a diaper she found and
put on. Her favourite habit is
eating and drinking so she
thinks everyone likes eating
and drinking!!
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Sadly, we extend condolences to Stanley King on the death of his
wife, Mina, who passed away on November 26, 2021. Please keep
Stan, daughter Jennifer and other family members in your prayers.
Many will remember Mina offering a beautiful piano postlude on a
Sunday morning.

Rev. Anthony Bailey and Barry Hobin finally received
their postponed 2020 “Order of Ottawa” honours at
a ceremony at City Hall on November 17, 2021.
They are pictured here with Mayor Jim Watson.
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Random Notes of Thankfulness
Thank you to David Creasey who
played the trumpet so beautifully at
the Remembrance Day service on
November 7

Thanks to Hugh Nelson, Betty Hope,
Gloria Wright, Chris Halstead, Marilyn Hahn, Faye Beaufort and all the
ushers for greeting us every Sunday
with smiling eyes and making a cumbersome process of registration
friendly and welcoming!

And to his Mom, Eleanor Creasey,
whose book “On Remembrance
Day” was used in the service to explain Remembrance Day for the
children.

Thank you to Roxanne Akhtar, our
Yoga instructor who helped us
through the online ministry during
the pandemic in body, mind and
spirit by offering online yoga sessions every week!

Thank you to the Choir and
Dalesong who are filling our church
with their singing once more.
Thank you to Huda, the children and
young people for November 14th's
wonderful intergenerational service.

The “Christian Enrichment Companions” include a representative from
each of the groups in our Christian
Education programs (Nursery, Sunday School, Youth, IGNITE, etc.)
This group offers enthusiasm, new
ideas, and promotes our church’s
vision “to form followers of Jesus in
such a way as to transform our community and our world.” Their input
and visioning are a vital component
of the Christian Education work.
As we hopefully near the end of the
pandemic, we know that we need to
re-imagine and re-envision programming to meet our post pandemic needs.
The Companions’ good ideas and
commitment help us move forward
together. Thank you for your invaluable ministry at Parkdale!

Thanks to the Caring Kitchen's coordinator Diana Mason and volunteers
who generously donate their time
and ingredients, cooking from their
hearts to provide meals as needed
for the ones who need them.
Our appreciation to the Pastoral
Care team for caring for our elder
saints, and for the team’s resilience
and adaptation to the Pandemic
demands and new ways of doing
Pastoral Care.

Thank you to Liz Harrison, our Parkdale “Mr. Rogers” who for 22
months during the pandemic continued to lead and teach our children
every single Sunday!
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My Parents' Refugee Story/My Immigrant Story
by Gloria Goodine
Recently, I was looking through some old photo
albums and came across photos of my parents in
Shanghai. I remember my mother recalling how
happy they were living in the International Settlement in the 1920s, 30s and early 40s, but then the
war came, and with it, the Japanese occupation of
Shanghai. My parents and grandfather were put in
an internment camp from 1943-1945, (along with
other foreign nationals -- British, American and
European). In those two years, life was a constant
struggle for food and survival.
Mom, Julia Whiting

Dad, Tom Whiting

Siblings with baby Gloria

When Shanghai was eventually liberated, my
parents had to pick up the pieces of their lives
and start over. This they did, and over time,
normal routines set in, and life was good
again. However, it became increasingly untenable for people of mixed race, under
Chairman Mao's rule. My parents were Eurasian, of British/Chinese ancestry. They decided to leave Shanghai, while they still could, as
legal refugees. They had to abandon their
home, most of their possessions, and were
only allowed to carry with them limited personal belongings and money. In fact, my
mother said she had to hide extra money and
jewellery in my diapers!! I can't imagine what
would have happened if they had been caught
by the Chinese authorities.

My parents' plight as refugees was dramatic. They fled from Shanghai to the British
Crown Colony of Hong Kong by boat in 1954
with 4 young children. I was the youngest
aged 3 months. My siblings were 2, 4 and 6.
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My blind grandfather was in tow. Fortunately,
my parents' refugee story is a success story,
and all 6 children are educated, became professionals and are settled in Hong Kong, England and Canada.

2021 marks a milestone in my own immigrant
story. It marks living in Ottawa 24 years, the
exact number of years I lived in Hong
Kong. My ties with Hong Kong are becoming
less and less, whilst my ties to Canada stronger
Grand-dad, with baby Gloria
and stronger. I remember my family (husband,
Ike and daughter, Claudia) arrived in August, 1997 and we gradually settled
and integrated into Ottawa life. I tried to find employment. However, without Canadian experience and not having many local contacts, this was extremely challenging. Therefore, instead of sitting around at home all day, I
volunteered part time with several agencies. Our first winter was memorable
to us and to everyone, especially living in eastern Canada, as January 1998
was the deadly Ice Storm. Having lived in tropical and temperate climates all
my life, it was quite an experience to witness and endure a Canadian winter
such as that one! Over time, I became used to dressing for the weather and
like most Canadians, talking about it!! Many years later, I have made my adjustment and became a Canadian, found full-time work and a wonderful support system, such as Parkdale United Church.
No one "has it easy" when they uproot their lives and eventually make another country home. The initial feelings of dislocation, loneliness, exclusion, and
loss of identity are very real. My adopted country, Canada, has been good to
me. God has been good to me and my family, and I give thanks daily for all
the blessings we have experienced. I remember attending French language
classes for immigrants when I first arrived and the teacher asking, "Where do
you think you will be in 5 years' time?" Feeling homesick, despondent, and
resigned to my fate, I replied, "Still in Canada!" Little did I know the blessings
and opportunities that would await me in this beautiful country.
At times, we don't know why things happen to us and what the future holds.
However, I take comfort from the mystery of I Corinthians, Chapter 13: 12,
which says, "For now we see through a glass darkly, but then face to face,
now I know in part, but then shall I know even as also I am known."
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Our neighbour, Abbeyfield House Ottawa

Abbeyfield House Ottawa is a non-profit organization that has
been serving seniors for 29 years. Abbeyfield residents are people who have chosen to no longer live alone. They live in a small
friendly residence with their own private room and private bathroom. All meals are provided. This family environment allows
residents to maintain their independence while not worrying
about house maintenance or preparing meals. Abbeyfield is
home to a maximum of 10 seniors.
The residents enjoy companionship when they want it and privacy when they need it. Residents also appreciate the option of
a safe place to live that doesn’t have an institutional feeling. Abbeyfield House has a full time cook/coordinator, a part time
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house manager and various relief positions. An all-volunteer
Board of Directors and many other volunteers support the day to
day operations and help promote a warm and friendly atmosphere. There are no nursing staff on site.
Residents are independent and can
come and go from the house as they
please. A few are avid gardeners and
enjoy tending our beautiful garden
and wildlife habitat.
During the past year and a half most
seniors’ residences have experienced
vacancies and Abbeyfield is the
same. Currently, we have 2 vacant
rooms that we would like to fill with
independent seniors who enjoy living
in the heart of the city.
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Can you see yourself living here? For more information about
Abbeyfield, please see our website at www.abbeyfieldottawa.ca

For serious enquires about our vacancies you can call Ruth GrayBeauchamp, the Board Vice President, who would love to give
you a private tour. Ruth can be reached at 613-808-1729
Ruth Gray-Beauchamp

Faithful Reflections on Climate Justice
What should be our response to the climate crisis as followers of Jesus?
Several Christians and people of faith in Canada were witnessing and participating in the recent UN Climate
Conference COP 26 in Glasgow.
This blog link is by For the Love of Creation (FLC), an umbrella of Canadian faith-based groups for climate justice: https://fortheloveofcreation.ca/
hope-amidst-devastation-as-cop26-concludes/
I recommend reading it.
Elise Mennie
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IMAGES and STORIES

Photo of Iceland's breathtaking scenery.

On Friday, November 26th, we joined Barbara Hennessy at her presentation entitled "Iceland – Something for Everyone". A few months
ago, Barbara travelled to Iceland in order to celebrate a milestone
birthday. In her presentation, she discussed the fascinating
museums and the breathtaking scenery. She also shared tales of the
friendly and inclusive Icelanders.
Images & Stories takes a break in December. Our I&S crew wish you
a blessed Christmas and only the best for 2022.
We return on Friday, January 28, 2022 when Nancy Dyson &
Dan Rubenstein tell us about their experience as two US newly weds
hired as childcare workers at the Residential School in Alert Bay on
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BC's west coast. Their book is "St. Michael's Residential School Lament & Legacy".
Then mark your calendar for Friday, February 25, 2022 when we travel
with Dr. Ed Ellis to Denmark. Did you ever wonder why it is one of the
happiest nations on earth? What exactly is hygge? Why do Danes call
Danish pastries Wienerbrod? What is a smorgasbord in the original
form? Could it be the land, the sea, cycling, renaissance castles, stunning modern architecture or love of singing? Come to Images &
Stories for these answers.
Please call the office at 613-728-8656 or e-mail pdale@trytel.com to
request the Zoom link which will be sent to you closer to the
presentation date. If you attended Images and Stories in September,
October or November your name will already be on the list.

BARBADOS NATIONAL DAY— NOVEMBER 30!

On Sunday, November 28, 2021, Parkdale celebrated the National Day of Barbados.
The Barbados High Commissioner to Canada read greetings from Prime Minister the
Honourable Mia Motley. The following day, Barbados became a republic severing
formal links with the Queen. Prince Charles attended the formal proceeding.
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Write for Rights

Write a letter. Change a life.
Words are powerful. You can
put words to paper to bring
hope, healing, and even unlock
prison doors.
Join millions of people around
the world who participate in
Amnesty International’s Write
for Rights campaign every year
around December 10th, Human
Rights Day. Write letters for
those who are imprisoned unjustly, those who are tortured
for speaking out, those whose lands are occupied or under attack,
those protecting their environment against destruction; those facing
discrimination for who they are, who they love or what they believe.
These people learn that they are not alone. Millions of letters are sent
every year to government leaders and authorities who are pressured
to take action in respect of human rights. Torturers are brought to justice, unjust laws are changed, human rights defenders are freed, and
land defenders are protected.
We invite you to join Write for Rights with us again this year. You can
participate either by writing letters individually or by joining a group
letter-writing event.
Find out about the people who need our help
Go to writeathon.ca, where you’ll find the stories of the ten people
whose cases Amnesty is supporting this year. Each person has a case
sheet describing the situation and where to send letters of support, as
well as an online petition and a Twitter action. Some cases also include
a video about the person, their family and community. Here are three
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cases of particular interest
to youth that include a case
sheet for young people:
Mikita, a teen in Belarus
imprisoned for taking part
in a peaceful demonstration; Bernardo, an Indigenous teacher and water
protector in Guatemala who
is jailed for opposing a dam
project he considers harmful to the environment and
his people; Janna, a 15-year
-old Palestinian journalist
exposing injustices in the
West Bank in Israel, who
needs protection from violence.
Sign up individually
You can sign up to write letters on your own at writeathon.ca. There
are resources to help you including case descriptions and a letterwriting guide with sample letters.
Join a letter-writing event
If you prefer to write letters together with others, you can search for a
letter-writing event in your area at writeathon.ca. To date, we have
found two other groups in Ottawa (Unitarian church and Riverside
United) that are having in-person events.
We invite you to join an online, ‘Advent’ event organized by Linnea
Good, a United Church of Canada musical animator and educator
based in Summerland, BC. She is hosting a Zoom letter-writing event
on Sunday December 12th at 3 p.m. Eastern or Ottawa time (EST)
(12:00 pm Pacific time PST). Elaine West shared Linnea’s event with
our Mission, Outreach and Justice Committee members. Linnea is part
of the Network of Biblical Storytellers Canada. Here’s her invitation:
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A spirited, Advent letter-writing event!
Sunday, December 12th at 12:00 pm PST Pacific time
(3:00 pm EST Ottawa time)
“Let's start our Write for Rights event with prayer, song and biblical
story-telling to ground ourselves in hope-filled faith. With a Christian
theme, the event is open to all. Linnea will lead us as we share this
time of letter-writing, dividing the letters between each writer - and
then sharing what we have done via the Chat box, so others can use
our letters as templates. God is with us. Let's write!”
Register at:

https://act.writeathon.ca/events/write-for-rights-a-spirited-advent-letterwriting-event?share=fb2fd130-6d5b-490f-910af716a6707d9e&source=email-share-button&utm_source=email
During Advent this year, consider using your voice to join with others in
bringing good news to the unjustly imprisoned.
Submitted by: Elise Mennie, Gail Taylor, Lori Pope, Marlene McEwen
and Faye Beaufort with the Mission, Outreach and Justice Committee
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reduction of participation and financial support. We pray that this will
turn around in the future as we move
As we approach the end of 2021 we
out of the pandemic and see more
would like to provide some comments
people return to the church.
on our financial position. As of the
end of November the following are
Our annual budget including all charithe approximate results of our donatable programs, and operating costs is
tions. Our congregation has been
in the order of $750K. Of this, slightly
generous in their donations in 2021
more than 60% is our staff salaries
and we are thankful for that.
and expenses.

Giving Summary:

Our total receipts so far this year
(which include approximately $100K
of rental income and government
grants) are in the order of $500K plus
$73K in investment income for a total
of $573K. We are in a good position
financially, primarily because included
in the $573K total are government
COVID wage support grants of approximately $65K. This should allow
us to meet our expenses this year,
assuming we receive the normal generous year-end December donations.
However, the bad news is that the
regular charitable donations to the
church so far this year are about
$75K less than last year at this time
and about $85K less than the amount
from 2019.

It is interesting to note that our giving
patterns have changed over the last
couple of years. Traditionally congregations have donated primarily
through their Sunday offerings at
church services. At Parkdale we are
now seeing a larger percentage of
donations being done electronically
than in the past. For example, we
receive 16% via CanadaHelps online
and 45% via PAR direct bank withdrawals. We encourage these methods as they provide regular income
and reduce the administrative work in
managing our donations. This has
proved to be invaluable during the
pandemic period, and has resulted in
our ability to maintain our staff levels
and programs as much as possible.

We thank all of our donors for their
Going forward into 2022 we will likely
ongoing support and encourage you
experience some budget pressures, as
to continue in the next year.
we do not anticipate any further
COVID government grants.
Richard Hamley
As is the case with many churches,
Donations Coordinator
the COVID pandemic has resulted in a on behalf of the Finance Committee
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A CONVERSATION WITH PAUL CRABTREE
Q. Well, Paul Crabtree, what is it like being a family physician during a pandemic? (Did med school prepare for anything like this?)
A. It’s nothing less than “ever challenging” in all areas of medicine!
And at times it’s draining. Working where I do, we are seeing and
caring for patients as well as teaching new doctors!
That’s how our conversation started and continued for an hour or so. It
was a thoughtful, lovely, easy-going conversation and the December
Messenger is enriched! Thank you, Paul!
Dr. Crabtree is a family physician with the Pr imr ose Family Medicine Centre. Together with the Bruyère Family Medicine Centre, they
form the Bruyère Academic Family Health Team, funded by
the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care. All staff physicians are
professors in the University of Ottawa, Faculty of Medicine providing
training for family medicine doctors doing their residency.
Paul has been with the Centre for 15 years, so he knows his patients
and understands their circumstances but nonetheless is challenged to
work by phone. Imagine then, he says, how difficult it is for the resident doctors who don’t know the patients and for us in our teaching
role. “How could I ever have imagined it? Prepared? Not exactly…
but we are up for it!”

“Looking ahead lots will change in how we deliver care and there will
be improvements. Right now, we must be as efficient as possible and
figure out each situation. Will the patient visit be in person? Or on the
phone?” And sometimes, on the phone, Paul knows within 15 seconds
that the phone is not going to work. It is going to have to be an in person visit to deliver the care needed.
At times the ongoing work feels draining but there are many moments
where Paul has felt incredibly grateful. In partnership with Ottawa
Public Health, the Bruyère team vaccinated over 10,000 vulnerable,
under-served people from all areas of the city. For the Bruyère Family
Health Team it was extra work to organize and carry out but Paul says
they fed off the community’s energy. It actually felt “joyous” and was
a huge success and a privilege to have worked hard and played a role
in helping our community during these crazy times we live in.
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Music? Yes! Paul sings in the bass section of the Par kdale choir .
(For a few recent Sundays, he has been the bass section!) He got his
start playing the recorder at Elmdale Public School. When he was nine,
he was given his grandfather’s violin which he played with enjoyment
until he was 18 years old. That early experience included performing
in ensembles, with other instruments. (Are you taking note, Keith?)
In about 1997, the Crabtree-Faughts came to Parkdale and Desmond
Hassell, our choir director, asked Paul to join the choir. He did know
how to read music and, with tapes of the bass part and help from other
basses, he sang! He remembers especially his helpful fellow bass, Don
McGarry! (There is a Christmas fruit cake at our annual Bazaar. It’s
made from Jeanetta McGarry’s recipe which prompts other lovely
memories.)
Paul went on to talk about choir and the joy in doing our best to glorify
God. He does like a wide range of music be it classical, folk, jazz…
whatever! And that brings Paul and Carolyn’s daughters into our conversation. With pandemic time together en famille has come the enjoyment of “new” music i.e. the music their daughters like!
Family. Paul and Car olyn ar e both doctor s. Car olyn Faught is an
oncologist and hematologist. Paul and Carolyn have two daughters in
their early 20s – Madeleine sheltered at home during COVID with Carolyn and Paul. (That apparently reminded Paul how bad he is at Scrabble!) Maddy is now at Simon Fraser University studying public health.
Her younger sister, Hannah, is closer to home enrolled in Applied Museum Studies at Algonquin.
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Paul’s Dad suffered a devastating stroke in 2016 and has recently
moved from St. Vincent Hospital to Grace Manor and is doing well.
Having not had a haircut for a long time (the pandemic again), something had to be done. Paul now has a new skill and all the tools, clippers, scissors etc. A Youtube lesson and Paul has added proficient barber to his resumé. Paul’s mother lives on 4th Avenue which has been
home for 50 years since the family moved to Ottawa from Toronto.
(Paul assures us that he is nevertheless a Sens fan.)
Parkdale at a Crossroads. Paul goes on to talk about a building in
need of modernizing and the opportunity to further integrate with our
community. He says his eyes were opened during our congregational
work on white privilege and the need to see through the eyes of others.
The pandemic has highlighted the vulnerable living in cramped quarters, working hard or not working at all, getting sick, demoralized. We
know, with our ministers and our congregation, we can be more integrated in the community. We can live the social gospel! Paul has
missed fun times with our youth members: exploring the Luskville
Caves; the time the tent fell down on sleeping campers at Lac Phillipe;
outdoor Family Camp church services. (And he remembers Joni
Mitchell’s song, Y ou don’t know what you’ve got till it’s gone!)
Happy Times? Paul: “With Carolyn and my girls facing a hill full of
moguls!” And Paul feels blessed! “I am so fortunate, so very
blessed, to have been married to Carolyn Faught. It will be 30 years in
2022!”
Kathleen Stephenson
for the Messenger
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Photography Unplugged
Are you interested in photography? SPAO (School of Photographic
Arts Ottawa) will hold a special 5-session workshop for Parkdale
youth.
In this workshop you will dive deep into the First Generation of photography devices. Using recycling, you’ll build your own working cameras, create sets to photograph and learn about the light activated
magic of silver paper in the darkroom. You’ll leave with a portfolio of
negatives, prints and photograms. For our last class, we will digitize
and document your work and put together a small exhibition. Sounds
like fun? Costs will be covered by a generous donation.
Dates are still to be decided. Sessions will be in the evening with
spots for 8-12 young people.
AGES: 12-18 YEARS OLD
5 SESSIONS ON FRIDAYS: 6PM - 8:30PM
LOCATION: SPAO STUDIO. 77 PAMILLA ST.
LEVEL: BASIC, no previous experience required.

Please be in touch with Huda if you are interested
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