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Editor this issue:  
Elise Mennie 
 
Proof reader:  
Isabelle Duncan 
 
We invite your contributions to 
YOUR Messenger. Please share 
conversations and thoughts that 
inform, uplift, entertain and con-
nect us during these strange and 
challenging times. Your poems 
and prayers are welcome. And 
please send photos that touch 
you.   
 
We reserve the right to edit, 
condense or reject submissions 
but always try to find space for 
all.  
 
Next issue: November-
December 2022 
 
Please send submissions to:  
messeger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca  

by October 30th 
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Need support or help? 
 

Rev. Bailey at the church  
(613) 728-8656 ext. 222 or  
by cell phone (613) 292-5152 or 
abailey@trytel.com  
 
Rev. Limongi  
(until October 2nd) 
(613) 728-8656 ext. 224 or 
alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca   
 
Huda Kandalaft  
(613) 728-8656 ext. 226 or  
huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 
Mary McLeod  
Chair of the Pastoral Care Team  
mcleod.mm@gmail.com 
 
Want to join in music and 
worship arts?  
 
Keith Hartshorn-Walton  
Music and Worship Arts  
Director 
keith@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca  

IMPORTANT: When submitting photos to The Messenger, please ensure you 
have asked permission of the individuals if faces are clearly recognizable. They 
should know that an electronic PDF version of the Messenger is posted to the 
Parkdale website. See 

http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions 

Thank you to this issue’s 
contributors: 
 

Susan Mailer 

Huda Kandalaft 

Mary Dawson 

Jenni Troup 

Faye Beaufort 

Valerie Hum 

Vita Savelieva 

Anthony Bailey 

Alcris Limongi 

Rob Hilkes 

Judy Hamley 

Marilyn Hahn 

 

mailto:abailey@trytel.com
mailto:alcris@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions
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ANTHONY’S MESSAGE 

 
Greetings friends, 
 

As we begin a new ministry and 
program year, we continue to trust 
God to lead us and prod us in the 
ways of faithfulness. However, we 
are at one and the same time sad 
and happy regarding Rev. Alcris 
Limongi’s decision to move on to 
another ministry opportunity in 
Winnipeg. We are happy that she 
has discerned a new calling at this 
time in her life vocation, and we 
do pray for her in this endeavour. 
At the same time, we are sad-
dened by her departure because 
she brought so much wisdom and 
ideas and life, as well as many 
ways of providing and experienc-
ing pastoral care ministry. We will 
miss her. But we know God will 
strengthen and guide her in her 
new responsibilities.  
 
Alcris, we love you and will contin-
ue to pray for you.  

 
Estamos muy agradecidos por su ministerio entre nosotros 
y oramos por la unción especial de Dios sobre usted. (We 
are so grateful for your ministry among us and pray God's 
special anointing on you.) 
 
As I was reflecting on Rev. Alcris’ time and ministry with us 
here at Parkdale for the past 5 years, this song by Richard 
Gillard kept popping into my head. I think it is because it 
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captures a lot of what Alcris helped to curate and promote 
among us. 
 

The Servant Song 
 

Will you let me be your servant, 
Let me be as Christ to you; 

Pray that I may have the grace to 
Let you be my servant, too. 

 
We are pilgrims on a journey, 
We are trav'lers on the road; 

We are here to help each other 
Walk the mile and bear the load. 

 
I will hold the Christ-light for you 

In the night-time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 

Speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

I will weep when you are weeping; 
When you laugh I'll laugh with you. 

I will share your joy and sorrow 
'Til we've seen this journey through. 

 
When we sing to God in heaven 

We shall find such harmony, 
Born of all we've known together 

Of Christ's love and agony. 
 

CCLI SONG #5938014  AUTHOR: Richard Gillard, COPYRIGHTS: 1977 Universal Music 
- Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.), 

CCLI Licence # 3140600 
 

Dear Alcris, vete en paz con nuestro amor y la bendición de 
nuestro Señor Jesucristo. (Go in peace with our love and 
the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ) 
 

Anthony 
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July 11, 2022 
Dear Parkdale United Church family, 
 
This is a bittersweet moment for me, a time of celebration 
and a time of grief. July 1

st
 marked five years of our pastoral 

relationship. I have been enormously blessed in this time 
together. It has been a blessing and a privilege to serve our 
God as I serve you as your Pastoral Care Minister.  
 
After prayerful discernment, and many confirmations along 
the way, I have accepted a teaching/programs position at 
the Center for Christian Studies in Winnipeg starting on Oc-
tober 15th. I feel called by God to this new stage in my min-
istry journey. I strongly believe that God’s call is irrevocable, 
but ministry is itinerant. I will continue serving within the 
United Church of Canada in this theological institution, pre-
paring and forming Diaconal Ministers for the United 
Church of Canada and the Anglican Church. I will be teach-
ing, designing, and evaluating courses and programs to-
wards transformational learning and service in these un-
chartered times in the areas of Pastoral Care, Social Justice, 
Education, and Pastoral Theology. I will also offer one on 
one pastoral counseling and coaching to the students as 
they identify their call, God-given gifts and walking with 
them as they get prepared for ministry.   
 
I acknowledge that this change is of a substantial impact for 
me and for our congregation. We will now enter together 
into a stage of saying goodbyes and hellos. In the mean-
time, I am wholeheartedly committed to continue be fully 
present to the pastoral needs of Parkdale and to ensure that 
this transition flows in an intentional and supportive way 
not only for the congregation, but also for my ministerial 
colleagues Anthony and Huda.  
 
Traditionally this information is announced at the end of a 

Letter from Alcris announcing her departure 
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worship service, but I chose to do it in a more personal and 
intimate way, instead of broadcasting it on YouTube. My 
heart’s desire is that I could have talked one-on-one with 
each one of you. However, we still have three months ahead 
of us to continue this journey. Feel free to reach out if you 
want to know more about my process of discernment or just 
to chat/connect or to receive pastoral care.  
 
Finally, a word of thanks for welcoming me into this family. 
Gracias for all your care, support, friendship in Christ. In these 
five years we have built new and strong relationships. We 
have served God, one another, and God’s people in many 
ways. We have shared sacred moments in community and 
individually. We have worshipped the Lord, partaken Com-
munion, and prayed for one another. We have laughed, 
shared tears and grown in our faith together. For all these, I 
am so grateful. You will remain in my heart with gratitude to 
each one of you personally, and for the generous offering of 
your gifts to build the Pastoral Care Ministry to create, nur-
ture and sustain a culture of caring, praying, supporting, 
helping one another. This will continue, I am sure. You have it 
in yourselves. It shall not pass. 
 
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love. (1 Cor 13:13) 
 
May the Lord of Peace give us His peace now and at all steps 
of this time of saying goodbye. May the God of hope sustain 
us with joyful expectation of the goodness and blessings that 
are ahead of us and we cannot see clearly yet. May 
the Lord be with all of you.  
In Christ, with love.  

Rev. Alcris Limongi  
  Minister of Pastoral Care.  

Parkdale United Church 
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 You won’t want to miss the farewell 
potluck lunch for Alcris in the Memori-
al Hall after church on September 
25th. This will be a potluck lunch, 
so please bring a dish of your choice 
to share (sandwich/wraps, casserole/
pasta, salad, dessert, etc.) along with 
your utensils. (There will be utensils available for those without, 
but we’re trying to keep the dishwashing load to a minimum.) 
Drinks will be provided.  
  
To express your appreciation, thoughts and well wishes, you can 
consider sending a personal note or card to the church office 
(Attention: Chair of Council) or an email 
to Chair@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca  These expressions will be 
collected and presented together to Alcris upon her leaving. There 
will also be an opportunity to share at the potluck, so bring your 
favourite Alcris story. Make some art! Prepare a song or skit! 
  
In keeping with tradition, if you wish to make a financial gift to 
Alcris as we bless this next chapter in her career, there are many 
ways to do so: 
- mail or deliver a cheque to the church office, attn: Chair of Coun-
cil. Make it payable to "Parkdale United Church” and note “Alcris 
gift” in the memo line. 
- e-transfer an amount to Bazaar@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca, 
again noting “Alcris gift” in the comments. 
- give through your church envelope, specifying the amount for 
Alcris. (Please note that a charitable donation receipt is not appli-
cable and will not be issued). 
All funds collected will be presented to Alcris.  
  
Kind regards,  

 Rob Hilkes, Council Chair 
 

PLEASE NOTE: The last service that Alcris will participate in will be on 
October 2nd, the week after the potluck lunch. You won ’t want to 
miss her last service with us! 

Farewell lunch for Alcris   

mailto:Chair@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
mailto:Bazaar@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
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Preparing to say Farewell to Rev. Alcris Limongi 
 
Parkdale is preparing to say farewell 
to Rev. Alcris.  We celebrate with 
Alcris as she prepares to move to 
Winnipeg to take on an  exciting new 
position but we also grieve the loss 
of Alcris here at Parkdale. Alcris has 
contributed and ministered to so ma-
ny in our congregation and beyond. 
We will miss her immensely.  
  
We look forward to celebrating with 
Alcris at the congregational potluck 
lunch after the church service on September 25

th
. All are 

welcome. We also will celebrate with Alcris on her last Sun-
day service at Parkdale on October 2

nd
.   

  
We love you Alcris!  We will miss you deeply! And we cele-
brate with you and wish you all of God’s blessings in your 
new venture. 
  

With love from Your Parkdale Family 

Corn on the Cob—Gathering Sunday, September 11 
 
For all the congregation, following 
the intergenerational worship ser-
vice in Parkdale Park on Sunday, 
Sept. 11.   

Bring your chairs back to church 
@ 12:00 noon and enjoy a corn on 
the cob with your Parkdale friends 
in the church’s yard. 
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 REMEMBERING... 

 
Please keep in your prayers the  
families of: 
 
Barbara Lawton, who passed away on July 24, 2022,    
leaving behind her son Peter and daughter Debbie. 
 
Marilyn Follett, who passed away on August 1, 2022,   
leaving behind her sister Linda and family, and her friend 
Mario. 

Remembering Marilyn Follett 
                                                                        
Our dear friend 
Marilyn Follett 
departed to be 
with the Lord 
on August 1

st
, 

2022. We take 
comfort in the 
words of Scrip-
ture “precious 
in the sight of 
the LORD is 
the death of 
His faithful 
servants”  
(Psalm 116:15). 
 
Our memories 
of Marilyn are many: Moving in Spirit, Bell Choir, Bible 
Studies, Cancer Prayer Group, Prayer Shawl Group, Car-
ing Kitchens, Women’s Retreats, Coffee Klatch, and every 

Marilyn Follett at left, with Rev. Alcris,  
Marilyn’s sister Lynda and Faye Beaufort  
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single small group, besides 
her faithful attendance at 
worship every Sunday, in 
person or online. It was a 
14-year journey which she 
handled with faith, grace 
and determination. She 
has been an inspiration for 
us and living proof that mir-
acles happen.  
 
“Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mer-
cies and God of all com-
fort, who comforts us in all 
our affliction, so that we 
may be able to comfort 
those who are in any afflic-
tion, with the comfort with 
which we ourselves are comforted by God.”   
(2 Corinthians 1: 3-4) 

 
Marilyn did just this with so many people going through can-
cer and beyond. She brought many names to our prayer 
times, she offered hope and courage to countless people 
she met in hospital waiting rooms. She enriched our faith 
through hers. We will miss her!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                
Alcris Limongi 

A celebration of Marilyn’s life will be held at 
Parkdale United Church on September 10th  
at 1:30 pm, followed by an afternoon tea.   

Marilyn, friend Mario and sister Lynda 
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Marilyn loved the following poem, which is based on Psalm 
46:10. She recited it many times in our Cancer Prayer times:  

 
 

Quiet before me 
 
In silent stillness I knelt, I knew he was there. 
I had planned in logical form words and phrases to 
make my prayer. My mind went blank, my prayer 
was lost 
I searched inside and fished for words, but in vain, 
I had nothing to say. 
I slumped quiet before him, and I heard him say 
“quiet before me”. 
I like that, no request to make no favors to ask no 
tears to dry no burdens to lift simply here, to be 
here quiet before me. 
I like that, simply here to let our presences merge 
simply here to make our breath as one, 
simply here to love or still miss, 
simply here to believe, to hope, to love.. 
Quiet before me, I like that. 
I long for comfort, you have gladdened me, satis-
fied me with your presence. one thing, nothing 
more: 
Quiet before me, I like that. 
In silent stillness I knelt. I knew he was there. 
I had no need for words and phrases, 
my presence to him in his presence to me. 
I found my prayer…  quiet before him, I like that. 
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Remembering Barbara Lawton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Barbara Lawton parted from us in July to be with the Lord, when 
she was 94. I met Barbara when I first started at Parkdale. She 
was a very elegant, well-mannered, and very welcoming lady. In 
our visits through these years, I learned about her love for her 
family, for her church, her golf, and life in general. I have so 
many sweet memories of her. She made me feel welcomed, she 
would stop other calls and visitors because "her minister was 
there to visit her". Our time together was easy, and we usually 

lost track of time, sharing stories, “Celebration” cookies and tea. 
Barbara always remembered to ask about my family in Venezue-
la and my driving (or lack of driving for many years). I am sure 
many of you will remember her opening the Gladstone doors to 
volunteers on Saturdays for “In From the Cold”, or working at the 
Bazaar or Rummage Sale. She will be remembered for her 
graceful hospitality, her leadership, kindness and her well-
dressed and impeccable self. We miss her and pray for her chil-
dren, Peter and Debbie. May she rest in peace. 

Alcris Limongi 
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Christmas Bazaar returns  
this fall! 

 
Mark your calendar for the return of Park-

dale’s Christmas Bazaar on November 5
th

! 
 

We are looking forward to holding an in-person Bazaar. 
Planning is beginning. We will keep you posted. 
 
We are always looking for volunteers. If you haven’t volun-
teered before but want to get involved in the fun, please 
email me at: Bazaar@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca. 

Thanks, 
Judy Hamley, Bazaar Convenor 

Did You Know? 
 
Did you know that Parkdale has a Book Club? 
It was interrupted by Covid, and carried on for 
a while by Zoom, but will  resume meeting in 
person again this Fall. The Book Club will meet 
once a month in the Ladies’ Parlour after the 
Sunday Service. The members read one book a month and 
discuss it at the meeting. We read a wide variety of genres, 
including contemporary fiction, classics, historical works, 
biography and whatever appeals at the time.  

Our first meeting this Fall is on October 2nd after 
church. We’ll be discussing  Home for Unwanted Girls by 

Joanna Goodman. We welcome suggestions of titles for fu-
ture meetings. If you would like to join the Book Club, or to 
learn more about it, please contact Jo-Anne at 
pdale@trytel.com. 

Mary Dawson 

mailto:Bazaar@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
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Parkdale Rummage Sale 
Saturday, September 24, 

9:00-12:00 
 

Barring any Covid developments, we 
are hosting our first rummage sale in 
two years. However, we ask patrons 
to arrive masked. We will restrict en-
try in order to manage the number of 
people in Memorial Hall.   
 
We need helpers: Set-up for the 
sale runs Sept. 22 and 23 from 9 am 
to 5 pm. We also desperately need 

helpers at the sale on Saturday, for a 3-hour shift. If you can 
help on any of those days, please contact Valerie Hum at 
613-728-8830 or valerie.hum@rogers.com . Ask your 
friends and neighbours to participate.   
   
We need donations: clothing, shoes, books, toys,  
puzzles, household items, linen, sports equipment, and 
electronics. Please place donated items on the stage in Me-
morial Hall.   
No furniture  
No heavy TVs or computer monitors  
No magazines 
 
For more information: Contact 
the church office at 613-728-8656 
or pdale@trytel.com                       
www.parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 

Submitted by Valerie Hum 

 

mailto:valerie.hum@rogers.com
http://www.parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/
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A wonderful  European  faith-filled trip was taken by some 
of Parkdale’s members this past summer leading up 
to  the highlight of the Passion Play in Oberammergau. 
Here are two of the participants, Adeline Colley and  
Marilyn Hahn, along with a “friend” in Bratislava. 
  

Submitted by Marilyn Hahn   



17 

In light of Parkdale United 
Church's recent congre-
gational journey of 
discernment, and in soli-
darity with 2SLGBTQ+ 
siblings everywhere, 
Hugh Nelson and Anthony 
Bailey joined members of 
other United Churches, 
Faith Groups and diverse 
people of Ottawa, to walk 
in the Ottawa Pride Pa-
rade in Centretown on 
Sunday, August 28th.  
 
We celebrated Pride and 
walked in thankfulness. 

-Hugh 
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Images and Stories returns for 2022-23 

You are in for another year of interesting treats when your Images 
& Stories returns with a variety of outstanding presentations and 
documentaries. Note that I did NOT say “tasty” nor “delicious” 
treats. That's because we will continue with our Zoom presenta-
tions (instead of meeting in the church parlour followed by desserts, 
as in earlier times). 
 
If you attended our Zoom sessions last season, you need not regis-
ter again. However, if you wish to have your name taken off the list, 
please inform Jo-Anne in the office at pdale@trytel.com. New 
members and adherents are most welcome to zoom in: please con-
tact the office to register and be sent the link. 

 
September 30 – ADIOS! 
We start off the season with an “adios” presenta-
tion by Rev. Alcris Limongi, our Pastoral Care Minis-
ter. We welcomed her five years ago on her birth-
day, September 22, 2017, when she spoke about 
her journey from Venezuela to Parkdale. You will 
want to hear her goodbye. 
 

October 28 –NEWFOUNDLAND – A warm welcome to all!  
We travel 
"Down East" 
with Barbara 
Hennessy on 
an exciting 
trip which she 
took this sum-
mer. 
 
 
 
 

Quidi Vidi, near 
St.John's,  
Newfoundland 
& Labrador  
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November 25 – BALI, in memory of Marilyn Follett 
 

Sadly, we lost one of 
our many faithful follow-
ers, Marilyn Follett, on 
August 1, 2022.  
Two years ago,  Marilyn 
traveled to Bali with the 
Sacred Dance Guild 
and she was deter-
mined to do a presenta-
tion on her trip. She 
was planning to present 
it this October but that 
was not to be.  
In her honour and re-
membrance, "Bali: In 
memory of Marilyn Fol-

lett" will be presented 
by Jennifer Payne 
(fellow dancer with 
Moving in Spirit ) and 
Wendy Morrell (head of 
the Sacred Dance Guild 
and Moving In Spirit 
teacher). Both Jennifer 

and Wendy will also be going to Bali this September. 
 
We have an equally exciting series planned in 2023: January 27, 
February 24 and March 31st. We'll hold you in suspense!  
 
Please mark your calendars for these 6 presentations. 
 

Faye Beaufort, for your "Images & Stories" Team 
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Dear Parkdalers                                                         September 6, 2022 
 
    This is my last Messenger, my 
last month with you as your Pastoral 
Care Minister. I have so many en-
countered emotions. It is always so 
hard to say goodbye, even when 
there are new hellos on the other 
side. It is long, bear with me… 
 

A Word of Thanks 
 
    Thanks to our God for calling me 
to serve among you all this time. It 
was God’s doing, no doubt in my 
mind. You will always remain in a 
very special place in my memories 
and my heart, not only because you 
are my first congregation as an Or-
dained Minister; but because you 
warmly welcomed me as one and 
opened your lives to me to accom-
pany you in your many paths follow-
ing Jesus, both in prayer and listen-
ing. This is such an honour, thanks 
to each one of you! 
 
    Thanks to my colleagues Anthony 
and Huda, to Keith, Norman and Jo-Anne! It has been a privilege to 
serve with you. Thank you for being such an amazing team together! 
Anthony and I are cousins. We became cousins ministering together. I 
will miss you, it was such a privilege to be your partner in ministry. I 
thank God for this gift to me! Huda, my dear sister, you have inspired 
me in so many ways. The youth and kids are in a good place under 
your ministry. Keith and Melany, what a gift you are to us, and have 
been to me! Norman, you always graced me with a great attitude, help-
ing me in whatever I needed. Jo-Anne, you are a great part of this 
team. I am so grateful to God that you came along. It was almost im-
possible to find someone after our dear Don Mockett left, and then you 
came. I personally thank you for your great attitude to help, support and 
make possible things with your expert touch and your spontaneous 
jokes! 
 

Letter of farewell from Alcris  
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    My thanks to the Pastoral Care Team. Thanks to Mary M, the Chair, 
who since I first started has worked so close to me, supporting and shar-
ing in this ministry. You are my bosom friend, always there for me. Gra-
cias, Mary! My deepest gratitude to Helen H, Hazel B, Faye B, Gloria A,  
Gail Th, Marilyn H, Muriel B, Freda S, Faye R, Hepsy G, Kathryn M, 
(and the late Debora B) … you are a group of courageous, faithful, dedi-
cated and caring women that do a tremendous labour of love behind the 
curtains. Thanks for using your God-given gifts with joy and generosity!  
I have learned so much from each of you, and I have received lots of 
love from you.  
 
    I think of Hepsy taking pictures, making connections and capturing 
mementos… Gloria A, always agreeing to sing when I asked you im-
promptu in our small groups, for your humility and devotion to the Lord…
and Hazel—no words for all you have done for me and how I have 
learned from you as a disciple of Jesus and servant, besides my grati-
tude to God, for you have been one of the backbones of the Pastoral 
Care ministry in our congregation. I think of our amazing Helen, my 
heart is bursting in thanksgiving, for you are in my life and ministry, al-
ways listening and embracing my ideas, always there for me … the two 
Fayes, Faye B, a strong and loving presence among us, always doing 
what is needed and more, enthusiasm and faith together; Faye R, God 
brought you to Parkdale to be a source of empathy, compassion and 
commitment to those who are suffering…Freda, I think of your care and 
dedication, your nice cards and affirming emails, I will remember your 
gentleness and your ways of serving others; Muriel, you always thinking 
of my sister and niece in Peru, holding me in your caring gaze from the 
third row on my side of the sanctuary; Kathryn, I think of your laughter 
and joy, your commitment to serve our elderly saints even from a dis-
tance… and Marilyn H (and her puppy Maggie), I will always remember 
your little notes on Sundays after the services, “Just a Note” you would 
say, and then offer always a nice thought, a refreshing comment... I 
think of Gail Thaine (my nurse when I was sick) and I thank her and Jim 
for giving me the ride to church on Sundays until the Cherub arrived in 
my life (my car). Gracias! I will miss you, my Pastoral Care dear friends! 
 
    My thanks to each member of Council and its Chair (Rob H.) and spe-
cifically to Ministry and Personnel, Judy H, who has always been by me 
and for me. Judy, you have demonstrated with such thoughtfulness, 
chocolates and attentive listening your care and support all though these 
years. Thanks Liz Ch, my M&P support person—always there for me, 
encouraging and offering help. Thanks to David and Margaret Baird for 
a very special book mark that I treasure… and to Barbara Faught for 
equipping my apartment when I first came, and Revs R. Merritt and D. 
Cardin for mentoring me.  
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    Thanks to each of the members of the Pastoral Care groups—
Caregivers, Grieving, Camino, diverse small groups including Lenten 
Circles, Book reflection groups, Spirituality and Faith formation, Span-
ish Café, Dinner for 8ish, Coffee Klatch, and so on. I want to thank in 
particular Diana M (along with the late Marilyn F) for looking after the 
Caring Kitchens meals production and leading the Prayer Shawl 
meetings; Susan Mailer for delivering shawls and wool. Thanks to 
Elise, Kathleen, Debbie and Danica for your work and patience with 
me in The Messenger. Thanks to our Prayer Groups (Hazel, Gloria, 
Doris Wilson, Ruth Whitney, Isabel Weir and the late Marilyn F). I am 
so grateful to Danica R and Kyle M, for their expertise and graceful 
help each time I needed technical support. My thanks to Susan B, 
Chris B, Marc Lavoie and Richard H. for working in the sound booth 
and switching me off for the singing parts of the service (Richard, you 
have been such a great support to me and my ministry here, thanks 
for solving the unsolvable and always being there when we need you). 

Thanks to our gifted and caring Vita Savelieva for making cards for 
our retreats and special occasions on demand. My gratitude to Gail 
Taylor for leading the Writers Group with such grace and expertise. A 
word of appreciation to Moving in Spirit: you have inspired, moved 
and taken me to a deeper level in worship. To my Women’s Retreat 
sisters, what can I say? I will miss you and thank you for all we shared 
together!  
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    I have a word of very special thanks and 
deep gratitude to Mary and Garth McLeod and 
to John and Elaine Butcher. Mary and John 
were the Co-Chairs of the Search Committee 
for me. Since the very first day, they and their 
spouses became my angels. They have been 
there for me in all possible and imaginable 
ways. They not only made me feel welcome 
and affirmed, but they made sure all these 
years that I have what I need. They became 
family for me and supported the ministry I was 
entrusted with. I have no words to express how 
grateful I am for you four. 
 
    I could continue. I understand the apostle 
John when he wrote in his Gospel: “Jesus did many other things as 
well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even 
the whole world would not have room for the books that would be 
written” (John 21:25). He knew that he had to stop, but his heart was 
full of memories and things that he wanted to add. I feel the same. I 
could say a line —at least—and stories about each one of you. If you 
don’t see your name please know that it is not that you are forgotten or 
our story together is irrelevant. It is just that I must stop writing. This can 

sum up what I feel, using the words of the apostle Paul in Philippians 
1:3 “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,”  
 
    As you can notice by now, I have received so much love from you 
individually and as a congregation. I feel called to a new form of minis-
try, continuing in this commitment I made to serve God with my whole 
being and, in my lifetime, since I was 19 years old. My dearest siblings 
in Christ, I will keep you in my prayers of thanksgiving and intersession, 
do the same for me please. I am going to Winnipeg… too much cold for 
a Venezuelan soul!  
 

Pastoral Words to Remember 
 
Support one another. Remember that the Christian life, our faith jour-
ney, is meant to be in community. Do your best to attend the services in 
person, unless there is a good reason. There is a special blessing and 
transformation when we worship together. There is this reminder in the 
Letter to the Hebrews 10:24-25 (they didn’t have livestream but may-
be persecution was keeping them from congregating as the church of 

Christ): “And let us consider how we may spur one another on to-

Garth and Mary McLeod 
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ward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and 
all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 
 

Pray for one another. “With all prayer and petition pray [with specif-
ic requests] at all times [on every occasion and in every season] in 
the Spirit, and with this in view, stay alert with all perseverance 
and petition [interceding in prayer] for all [a]God’s people.”  
(Ephesians 6:18). Share your spiritual, emotional and physical needs 
with others, ask for prayers. We are not called to be stoics, life chal-
lenges are not something to be ashamed of. They happen to all of us in 
different ways. Be attentive and listen, and bring the petitions and 
needs to our Father in heaven in prayer. Let others know that you are 
praying for them. It doesn’t need to be a secret. On the contrary, they 
will be consoled and encouraged.  
 
Love one another. Remember that love is the most important mark of 
those who are following Jesus. We are commanded to love one another 
with the same love with which Jesus has loved and loves us. Look for 
ways to express that love, be creative, bold, subtle, courageous, soft, 
tender… ask God for ideas and opportunities to show your love, espe-
cially to your siblings in Christ. 
 
Give yourself generously. We are the body of Christ, are all members. 
Each member has a function and a special gift. If you are not connected 
concretely in the Body, search your soul and identify your gifts (things 
that you feel you could do, that come easy to you, areas that you care 
and feel passionate about, etc.) and speak about them to Kathleen Ste-
phenson. She will be more than happy to find a place for you to serve.  
 
Offer care to one another, support your Ministers and the Pastoral Care 
Team. As a human body, when an organ or body part is cut off or is not 
functioning, the body adjusts itself to compensate and cover for what is 
weak or missing. I am leaving, there will not be a Pastoral Care Minister 
for a while until someone else is hired. Ask yourself how you can con-
tribute to care for others. Ask the Pastoral Care Team how you can do 
practical things or support their task. Ask how you could support your 
Ministers Anthony and Huda to care for others and for themselves. We 
have a great congregation full of caring, compassionate and generous 
people. I am sure you will do amazing things together.  
 
Share your Blessings generously. There are many people impacted 
with the higher cost of living. They worry about how to survive. They 
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cannot buy the same amount and quality of food as before, even in our 
congregation. Even the food cards we make available to many in our 
community are not enough now. Please give generously, share your 
material blessings with the ones who lack. This pleases God. Make 
meals for those who are sick or going through grief or loneliness. This 
makes them feel loved and part of a community that cares and prays for 
them.  
 
Embrace the Change. Changes and transitions are not easy. They are 
uncomfortable, be faithfully resilient. As Anthony mentioned in his re-
cent sermon, we are the clay. Ask God to help you be manageable, 
soft, teachable in the hands of our “Holy Potter”. Parkdale is living in a 
liminal time, not only after Pandemic, but as a congregation visioning a 
redevelopment and seeking to hear God’s direction. This is a task not 
only for the Property Development working group. It is the concern and 
responsibility of every Parkdaler. Embrace this time with faith and bold-
ness. Shake off any passivity. Pray fervently for the team, for all the 
congregation to be of one accord, for a spirit of unity, for a unified vision 
of what our God is calling the congregation to be, do and become in this 
time, at the corner of Parkdale and Gladstone. 
 
Be extravagant in Hospitality. We all need words of encouragement, 
acts that make us feel welcome and important to others. We are all 
unique, special and necessary for the extension of God’s kingdom. We 
have been chosen, called by name and equipped. Keep your heart and 
eyes open to embrace and respect our diversity of languages, ethnicity, 
skin colour, gender identities, sexual orientation, age, education, social 
status. 

 
“In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is right for me to 
feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart.”  
(Philippians 1: 3-5) 
 
With much love, utmost respect in Christ, 
I will miss you all, 
 

Rev. Alcris 
Minister of Pastoral Care 
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Your PDWG has continued to be active through the ‘lazy, hazy, crazy 
days of summer’! 
 
We had regular meetings on June 23, July 5, July 19, August 9 and 
August 23. We continue to analyse the options and possibilities for the 
future of the property and some exciting work is underway.  
  
In addition, we participated in an information session with Trinity Cen-
tres Foundation (https://trinitycentres.org) and have had follow-up dis-
cussions with one of their representatives. We have also had a further 
conversation with United Property Resource Corporation (UPRC) and 
with Kindred Works, a subset of UPRC that focuses on management 
and development (Kindred Works and the United Property Resource 
Corporation (UPRC) | The United Church of Canada (united-
church.ca). We have not yet determined if or how these organizations 
could help us, but we continue to keep them in mind as our work pro-
gresses.  

 
We are very conscious of the looming deadline for a recommendation 
to Council by the end of October and to the congregation at the AGM in 
February, 2023. A preliminary briefing of Council is anticipated in early 
September. 
 
Please continue to keep the work of your PDWG in your prayers. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Helen Hayes, PDWG Coordinator 

Property Development Working Group 

https://trinitycentres.org
https://united-church.ca/leadership/church-administration/kindred-works-and-united-property-resource-corporation-uprc
https://united-church.ca/leadership/church-administration/kindred-works-and-united-property-resource-corporation-uprc
https://united-church.ca/leadership/church-administration/kindred-works-and-united-property-resource-corporation-uprc
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Wherever there is 
love… 
 
Someone in the Postal Ser-
vice needs to be reward-
ed ...A letter from the Post 
Office... This is absolutely a 
"tear jerker!" We don’t 
know who replied, but 
there is a beautiful soul 
working in the dead letter 
department who understands Love... 
 
Our 14-year-old dog Abbey died last month. The day after she passed 
away my 4-year-old daughter Meredith was crying and talking about 
how much she missed Abbey. She asked if we could write a letter to 
God so that when Abbey got to Heaven, God would recognize her. I 
told her that I thought that we could, so she dictated these words: 

Dear God, 
Will you please take care of my dog? 

Abbey died yesterday and is with you in heaven. 
I miss her very much. 

I 'm happy that you let me have her as my dog even though she 
got sick. 

I hope you will play with her. 
She likes to swim and play with balls. 

I am sending a picture of her so when you see her you will know 
that she is my dog. 

I really miss her. 
Love 

Meredith 

 
We put the letter in an envelope with a picture of Abbey and Meredith 
and addressed it to God/Heaven. We put our return address on it. 
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Meredith pasted several stamps on the front of the envelope because 
she said it would take lots of stamps to get the letter all the way to 
heaven. That afternoon she dropped it into the letter box at the post 
office. A few days later, she asked if God had gotten the letter yet. I 
told her that I thought He had. 
 
Yesterday, there was a package wrapped in gold paper on our front 
porch addressed, 'To Meredith’ in an unfamiliar hand. Meredith 
opened it. Inside was a book by Mr. Rogers called, ‘When a Pet Dies.' 
Taped to the inside front cover was the letter we had written to God in 
its opened envelope. On the opposite page was the picture of Abbey & 
Meredith and this note: 
 

Dear Meredith, 
Abbey arrived safely in heaven. Having the picture was a big help 

and I recognized her right away. 
Abbey isn’t sick anymore. Her spirit is here with me just like it 

stays in your heart. 
Abbey loved being your dog. 

Since we don't need our bodies in heaven, I don't have any pock-
ets to keep your picture in so I’m sending it back to you in this 

little book for you to keep and have something to remember Ab-
bey by. 

Thank you for the beautiful letter and thank your mother for 
helping you write it and sending it to me. 

What a wonderful mother you have. I picked her especially for 
you. 

I send my blessings every day and remember that I love you very 
much. 

By the way, I'm easy to find. 
I am wherever there is love. 

Love, 
God 

Submitted by Susan Mailer 
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Youth and Families  
 

Please contact Huda for more info: huda@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 
Confirmation 
We have two options for confirmation class. Families 
are asked to let us know which option works better 
for them:  
 

Option 1: every Sunday after church starting Oct. 2 with confirmation at 
Christmas time; Or 
Option 2: every Sunday starting January 15 with confirmation at Easter. 

 
Nursery  
Starting Sept. 18, parents are welcome to use the 
nursery for their babies and toddlers every Sunday 
during the service.  
 
Sunday School for ages 3-10. Registration is open 
on Sept.11 after the service. First day will be Sunday 
Sept.18 during the service. 
 
 
Kids’ Church is on the last Saturday of every 
month (Except Dec.). First gathering is on Sept. 24 
from 5-6:30 PM. We begin with Children’s worship 
followed by a simple fellowship supper. Please reg-
ister your family in the office if you would like to join 
and let us know if you have any dietary restrictions. 

 
Junior Youth Group programs will kick off on 
Sept. 18 during the service for youth ages 11-13. 
 
Senior Youth Group pizza and meeting Sun-
day Sept. 18 @ 12-1 PM 
 
 
Ignite! ages 22+ & College and Careers, ages 
17+  
Welcome back gathering is on Friday Sept. 9    
@ 6:30 PM in the Ladies Parlor. 
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Birthdays  

If you would like your birthday to 
be a secret and your name taken 
off this list or if you have a name 
to add, please let the office 
know. 

Warm birthday greetings to: 

 
September  

 
3 Camrynn Haynes 
5 Liam Praamsma 
5 Tianna Beaufort-  

Bradley 
8 Liz Harrison 
9 Maxim Beaufort-

Bradley 
9 Dineo Molepo-Stearns 
10 Marion Baird 
11 Kevin Bosch 
16 Mirriam Lanyom 
16 Freda Sutton 
20 Ubong (Mike) Akpan 
21 Samantha Larabie 
22 Maija Duncan 
22 Elsie Harman 
22 Riley Strangemore 
28 John King 
29 Gail Thain 

 
October  

 
2 Alice Menzies 
2          Isaiah Duah 
5 Cora McQuinn 
8 Carl-Henry Mercy 
8          Ruth Bush 
11 Delphine Ahmed-

Robin 
11        Arianne Epale 
16 Doreen Bullied 
17 Maddy Crabtree 
17        Mark Bradley 
19 Alexis Bannoff 
22 Julianna Jeglic 
23 Jessica Ann Clark 
25 Hannah Johnston 
27 Tyrese Musenga 
29 Isabelle Duncan 
31 Camille Beaufort 
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Sponsorship update:  
Elsa and her family from the Horn of Africa 
 
A lot has developed since that 
first day in November 2018, when 
Elsa and her 3 children arrived in 
Ottawa on the eve of a big storm 
that would blanket Ottawa in 
snow and cold for the next 4 
months.  
 
The family continues to live in the 
same apartment in the west end 
where they were initially settled, 
but they really hope to be able to 
move to a larger place when they 
can afford it. They are self-
sufficient in most ways and really 
know how to travel around on 
the buses.  All 3 children not only 
speak English well but are read-
ing and writing too. They transi-
tioned churches recently and now 
attend St Mary’s Coptic Church. 
 
In addition to the challenge of 
the pandemic one year after ar-
riving, they have had additional 
setbacks and health challenges. 
The family has faced everything 
with grace. After all, they are sur-
vivors! 
 
Elsa works part-time as a cleaner in an apartment building. She has held 
this job for 2 years now. At this point, she's ready to work more hours 
and has the opportunity to do so. She is always ready to practice her 
English so a job where she works in a team would be the next step. 
 
Hadil (Tadelechi) continues to study with LINC (Language Instruction for 
Newcomers to Canada). This program moved online when the pandem-
ic started and offered very few in-person spots for students. Hadil has 
persevered with online classes all this past year. She hopes one day to 
become a nurse. Both Hadil and Elsa are hopeful they will get a spot in 
the classroom this fall. 

Elsa and her youngest son, Temesgen 
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Yaret, the elder son, will transfer to 
the Adult High School in September 
to finish up his high school credits. 
He has been working in the kitchen 
at Al’s Diner each Saturday and Sun-
day for the past year. He also did a 
Co-op placement at Canadian Tire 
which he enjoyed. He has plans to 
go to college. Yaret managed to get 
his driver's license in the winter on 
his first try and is saving to buy a car. 
But for now he is content to ride his 
bike. 
 
Temesgen just finished grade 9 at 
Woodroffe High with good marks. 
He likes to play basketball and soc-
cer. This summer he landed his first 
job working at Tim Horton's and is 
enjoying it. You would not recognize 
him now as he has grown so much 
from when he arrived at 11 years old. 
 
Do continue to remember this dear 
family in prayer - for their health, 
their studies, and for good work op-
portunities. They are 
all keen to get their 
Canadian citizen-
ship and start trav-
elling. They contin-
ue to express their 
gratitude to the 
Parkdale congrega-
tion for sponsoring 
them to Canada. 
Each one is so 
pleased to be living 
here. 

                                                                               
Jenni Troup 

 
As mentioned be-
fore, although Anthony and Faye are officially the lead persons 
on refugee sponsorships, backed up by a committee, there are 

Hadil 

Yaret 
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usually one or two persons who stick with the family long after the 
church is no longer legally responsible for them. Like Ed Ellis is to the 
Saleh family, Jenni Troup has been “adopted” by Elsa and her children. 
They continue to call her for assistance with any problems they have or 
for her ideas or opinions on moves they are contemplating. Thank you, 
Jenni. Your continued help with the family is so much appreciated. 

 

 Faye Beaufort, Chair, Mission, Outreach & Justice Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kairos Climate Action Month: 

The theme for 2022 is Decolonizing Climate Action 

 

KAIROS Climate Action Month 2022 focuses on listening to and 
learning from peoples and communities who are too often ig-
nored when addressing the climate crisis. 
  
For the fourth annual Climate Action Month, we will look at how 
to decolonize climate action.   
Throughout September, KAIROS will explore the following 
weekly themes through online content and actions: Season of 
Creation, Canada – Complicity and Action, COP27 Solidarity- 
Global Partners, COP27 Solidarity- Indigenous Partners and 
youth, and Everything’s Connected. We will post content 
throughout the month. You can follow along by visiting the Cli-
mate Action Month Blogs.  
 
https://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/ecological-justice/2022-
climate-action-month 

https://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/ecological-justice/2022-climate-action-month
https://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/ecological-justice/2022-climate-action-month
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An Examen Prayer for the Earth   
that you can do alone or with your family 

Huda Kadalaft 

Each year from September 1st to October 4th, the Christian 
family around the globe unites for this worldwide celebration 
of prayer and action to protect our common home. 
As followers of Christ, we share a common call to care for 
creation. We are co-creatures, and part of all that God has 
made. Our wellbeing is interwoven with the wellbeing of the 
Earth. We rejoice in this opportunity to safeguard our com-
mon home and all beings who share it. This year, the theme 
for the Season of Creation is Listen to the Voice of Creation. 
 

This is a time for all Christians to listen and respond togeth-
er to the cry of Creation. The ecumenical family around the 
world unites to pray and protect our common home. I at-
tended a moving online service on September 1st, the 
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, where many 
participated in prayers of confession and intercession for 
our Earth. The season ends on October 4th, the Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology beloved by 
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many Christian denominations. The theme, “Listen to the 
Voice of Creation” was inspired by the Psalmist who de-
clares in Psalm 19, “The heavens are telling the glory of 
God; and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. Day to 
day pours forth speech, and night to night declares 
knowledge…their voice is not heard; yet their voice goes out 
through all the Earth, and their words to the end of the 
world.” (19: 1-4) During the Season of Creation, our com-
mon prayer and action can help us listen for the voices of 
those who are silenced. In prayer we lament the individuals, 
communities, species, and ecosystems who are lost, and 
those whose livelihoods are threatened by habitat loss and 
climate change. In prayer, we centre the cry of the Earth 
and the cry of the poor. 
 
 
 
 
 
Examen prayer and meditation 
 
An examen prayer and meditation is a 
way of beholding an object or being in prayerful wonder. 
Through questions, you are invited to reflect on God’s pres-
ence and the goodness of that which you behold. During 
this Season of Creation, consider contemplating a part of 
your local ecology. Familiarise yourself with the theme. Pre-
pare by taking time to consider how you can best open your 
senses to listen to the voices that praise God, and draw our 
hearts to God’s presence in that place of contemplation. 
This is an exercise that you can choose to do alone, or with 
a group, or with your family. Pick a natural or agricultural 
place to contemplate. A forest. A river. A city street with a 
natural area. A park. A farmer’s field. A hilltop. Find a com-
fortable place to rest in or near this place. Enter into prayer 
in whatever way is natural to you. Invite Holy Wisdom to 
open the eyes of your heart. When you are ready, reflect on 
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the following questions: 
 1. Become aware of God’s presence in this place that you 
are contemplating. How is God present in this place? How 
does all the life you see exist in God’s spirit? How do you 
feel, knowing that the Holy Spirit has filled this place for ge-
ological ages, with every plant, animal, organism and min-
eral that has called this place home in the deep past, 
makes its home here with you now, and will live here with 
creatures in the future? How do you feel knowing that you 
belong to this place, are made of the same carbon, breathe 
the same air, are nurtured by the same cycles and life pro-
cesses, and are enlivened by the same Spirit of the Crea-
tor?  
 

2. Reflect on the ecological cycles of this place with grati-
tude for all that it provides. What nutrient cycles are sup-
ported by this place? Is this a watershed that filters water? 
Is this a rainforest (tropical or deciduous) that fixes nutri-
ents? Is this a meadow or field that fixes nitrogen? Is this a 
green space that absorbs CO2 and cleans the air? What 
plants, animals, microbes and minerals are sheltered here? 
How do they serve the whole earth in their being? For all 
that this place provides to nurture you and all that belong to 
this place, let a feeling of gratitude fill you.  
 

3. Listen for the voices that speak in this place, and pay 
attention to what you feel as you contemplate the health of 
this site. Fill your lungs with breath. Be attentive to what 
you feel (the air, grass, sand, soil, sun, rain) on your skin. 
Open your eyes (or close them and open the eyes of your 
heart). Open your ears to listen to the voices of creation in 
this place. Who are they? What do you hear them saying? 
Who is missing or lost from this place? What does their ab-
sence tell you? Is this ecosystem healthy? How is this eco-
system at risk of illness? What are the keys to sustaining 
the equilibrium and balance of this place? What niches and 
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diversity must be protected to maintain the health of this 
habitat? What are the sources of stress that threaten the 
balance of this particular ecosystem? Do those stresses 
drive your co-creatures from their home in this place? How 
do you feel when you consider the fragility of life that de-
pends on the health of this place? What is your effect on 
this balance?  
 

4. Choose one feature of the site and pray for it, its rest and 
its renewal. When you consider the ways that this place is 
under stress, what does it need for rest, restoration and re-
newal? What needs to be conserved for this site to heal it-
self? What features need to be reclaimed? What creatures 
need to be restored to their rightful home here so that their 
voice can be heard? Pray for this site, and the wisdom to 
care for it.  
 

5. Look toward your response. What can you do to ease 
demands or promote the rest of this ecological site? Based 
on your examination, how do you identify with this place? 
What have you discerned is required to care for this place? 
Whose voice from among this place will you seek to ampli-
fy? What will be your act of compassion to promote rest for 
this common home? 
 

I hope you will find this way of meditation helpful in con-
necting you to our Mother Earth and in allowing you to lis-
ten to the voice of the creation. 
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Vacation Bible School—WORLD OF WONDERS! 
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Viktorina Savelieva 
 
I am a novice to literature, 
philosophy and religion, just a 
curious face in the crowd, 
wanting to know the world, 
including the invisible one. We 
are praying: "Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven." So, some 
powers in heaven have already 
projected the plan of how it 
should be done in earth. It looks 
like "They" want us to be their 
project executors. Some vision 
of who are "They" we can find 
in wonderful Book of Job: "One 
day, it came time for God’s 
heavenly messengers, to pre-
sent themselves to the Eternal 
One to give reports and receive 
instruction" Wow! So, God has a 
team - heavenly messengers. It 
seems to be logical - our souls, 
with all the recorded life experi-
ence, could be among these 
messengers. I have written a 
funny fantasy here that I hope 
would entertain you during this 
difficult time for the whole world. 
 
Introduction from Viktorina 
Yurievna: 
Hello my reader! 
I invite you today to the forum on 
the specific topic. I foresee 
that you may not like such a friv-
olous discussion of a serious 
topic. My Guardian Angel tells 
me: "Put everything on me! It 
really was like that. I wrote a 
serious introduction and wanted 

Invisible World and Human Person 

to continue this way. He inter-
vened, organized this forum and 
that's what happened. 
 
Characters: 
V.Yu. - Viktorina Yurievna - this 
is me as an independ-
ent observer. 
V. -  is also me, Vita, the per-
former of a certain life, 83 years 
long. 
R. -   is you, my reader. I want 
you to imagine yourself as a de-
bater in this discussion in Heav-
en. 
A. - is my Guardian Angel, 
speaking depending on the con-
text as an opponent, advisor or 
mentor from the intangible world. 
L. - Leo, Vita's husband, who is 
forced to cook dinner while Vita 
writes about God. 
  
So, go ahead, my reader! 
  
L.   I know where you start: your 
technocratic reasoning. Don't be 
funny, it is God, not a closed-
loop system. 
The fact is that Vita has already 
pestered Leo with her obses-
sions. But that is why they are 
obsessive, that they arise and 
arise again. Forgive me, my 
reader, that I have to use you as 
an opponent. Fortunately, I will 
not hear momentary criticism. 
Then it will be too late: I will al-
ready speak out 
A.   At the very beginning, 
the word "system" was men-
tioned. What does it mean? 



44 

V.   Thank you, my Angel, I knew 
that you would stand up for me, 
and Leo will not dare to contra-
dict me. You know, I'm a special-
ist in closed-loop control sys-
tems, technocrat. However, this 
is a separate story, and I pro-
pose to analyze the work of one 
of the systems separately, for 
example, on the topic "Sin". Now 
let's better talk about my per-
spectives. When I pass into your 
world, I can work in one of your 
design institutes. Will you accept 
me? 
A.  Wait, you are still needed 
here, and there is no place yet. 
In general, you know, I really like 
you, and I would love to continue 
our cooperation. 
L.   (distracted from the borscht): 
Nightmare! My wife has found an 
admirer again! It's time to calm 
down already! 
A.   Vita, don't pay attention, 
he loves you too. Listen, Leo, 
why am I bothering you? I can't 
even materialize. Vita, go on! 
How do you imagine our work? 
V.  Nothing special. You are us, 
only those who have already 
passed into your world. You, in 
the non-material world, create 
programs for implementation and 
testing in the material world. I 
assume there is a certain hierar-
chy from among those who have 
already completed an internship 
with us, in the material world. 
According to the Father's instruc-
tions, they create the laws of the 
universe, systems equipping hu-
man mini-computers, systems of 
interaction between us mortals, 
and they think over the principles 

of interaction between Man and 
the intangible world. 
A.  Vita, but let's not get ahead 
of ourselves. I cannot reveal to 
you all the secrets of our world, 
but in your personal material 
world (your Puzzle) everything 
can work according to your plan. 
Only sometimes we will ask you 
to do what is necessary for the 
entire system. However, the time 
will come, and you will not need 
to be asked, you yourself will do 
what is needed. Once you said 
that we are all part of a common 
system "God". 
R.  Question to the Guardian 
Angel: Why don't you reveal the 
intangible world secrets to us 
mortals? 
A.  I think Vita is able to an-
swer for me. 
V.  This is probably correct. I 
personally understand difficult 
things only when I figure it out 
myself. Of course, it is not possi-
ble for me to understand every-
thing. But, if you designed it cor-
rectly, I should be able to under-
stand the mechanism of interac-
tion of my personal material 
world with the non-material, 
common to all. 
R.  Wait, guys! Who are you dis-
cussing for? Isn't it for me? I do 
not have time to follow the dis-
cussion. Let us return to the 
functioning of the non-material 
world, as described by Vita. 
Well, let's say Vita can design 
systems for you, how are they 
there: closed-loop? And if I'm an 
artist here, and my husband is a 
builder? Will you able to find a 
job for us? 
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A.  Don't worry like that. Our art-
ists are worth their weight in  
gold. Dostoyevsky said: "Beauty 
will save the world!" So, you will 
be saving the world.  And about 
the builder: Vita knows nothing 
about builders. So, your husband 
will tell her how to make the 
builder happy, and she will de-
sign it! Do not be afraid, we need 
you all, you all are important to 
us. Personally, I like Vita and 
take care of her. But, you have 
your own Guardian Angel, so 
consult with him, he will prepare 
a place for you. 
R.   Human was mentioned as an 
element of God. God rules every-
thing together with us? 
A.   Оf course! 
V.   (interrupting): Wait, let me 
tell you. They are, up there, de-
signing, but they cannot test and 
experiment. We, below, work out 
all the systems and fix the mis-
takes made up there. Do you 
believe, reader, that in time we 
will work "there"? What do you 
think, if you have not gained 
enough experience "here", then 
you will not make mistakes 
"there"? So, someone mortal has 
to correct them in the material 
world. 
A.  I have to interrupt, after all, it 
is my duty to enlighten Vita. You 
are the populist, you want to 
please your reader, and you are 
crossing the line. I taught that 
you, below, are inaccessible to 
all the secrets known "here" even 
to a former general worker in the 
material world. Our intelligence is 
significantly higher than yours. 
You only pray: "Thy kingdom 

come. Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven." 
R.  Question to Vita: - Is it is per-
sonally important for me to know 
how, living in the material world, I 
can participate in the formation of 
some programs that control the 
universe? 
V.   I think so - through the soul, 
which is connected with the body 
during the cycle, when you are a 
Human (soul and body). The soul 
is here, and besides other im-
portant functions, (hopefully, we 
will think about it some more) – it 
is a translator. Body really works 
here in the material world and 
participates in the formation of 
the universe. 
L.   Commentary on the state-
ment of the Guardian Angel 
about the builder: builders are 
only advising there, but here they 
are working. 
A.   Weren't you taught to erase 
the line between mental and 
physical labour? And - why did 
you abolish socialism? This 
brings me back to the question of 
how you participate in the pro-
cess of creation. And in general, 
reader, think for yourself: if Mi-
crosoft designed a good comput-
er, and you did not even bother 
to learn how to press buttons 
according to the instructions, 
then who is to blame, Microsoft? 
Not to mention, that few of you, 
users of our programs, are trying 
to figure out how they work. For 
your own good! My ward Vita is 
at least trying to do it! 
L.    I have always wondered, 
how my wife manages to find 
nannies everywhere? 
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R.   A question for the Guardian 
Angel. Reading the Bible, we 
know about the tree of 
knowledge of Good and Evil ... 
The Evil was invented by your 
Father? What for? Evil was 
brought down to us together with 
Adam and Eve. Do you also have 
Evil? 
A.    First, we have a common 
Father. Is it Evil up here? What 
for? We have an order here. No 
freedom, we have freedom rather 
as a necessity. We all listen to 
the Father voluntarily. You have it 
there: debate, democracy. You 
will soon realize that democracy 
ends when you have made a free 
choice of your leader, and then - 
you have to obey the chosen 
one. When you learn to do this, 
the Father, perhaps, will remove 
Evil from you. Rather, you your-
self will expel him. Question to 
Vita: "I am not going to take away 
bread from you, we have already 
gone through this: what for does 
Evil exist in a real world?" 
V.   I think that designing uni-
verse with a database like yours, 
is faster than building it 
here. Since, as you just said, we 
breed democracy, arrange de-
bate and have not learned to 

trust and voluntarily obey the 
Father, the process would have 
to be accelerated in some more 
natural way. A very ingenious 
idea: everyone knows how we 
mobilize when we meet with Evil. 
A.    Well done, I will set you 
up as an example to other 
Guardian Angels. 
V.    Thank you, the student's 
success is the merit of his teach-
er. 
L.    (woke up after hearing the 
lyrical dialogue of his wife with 
the Guardian Angel): Why did 
you blush so much and looked 
down? He doesn't even see you! 
R.    But what are Good and Evil 
after all? 
L.    (interrupts): Well, no! Are 
you out of your mind! It's already 
3 o'clock in the morning! This 
discussion may last for three 
hours! So much screaming! We'll 
wake up all the neighbors. 
V.  Yes, you are right, we must 

finish. So, will we meet again? 
Reader, will you come? After all, 
we will analyze your question! It's 
even scary to start: "Good and 
Evil." 
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Remember back in the 
1990’s… 
…when Reverend Dr Andrew  
Stirling was the minister at 
Parkdale? Valerie Hum came 
across this message from him in a 
United Church online publication, 
on his retirement from ministry in 
the United Church of Canada: 

 
“It has been a singular honour to 
have served the ministry of The 
United Church of Canada over 
the past 41 years. Having grown 
up attending United Churches in 
Bermuda and the Maritimes, I 
began my ministry after having 
left Cape Town, South Africa in 
the fall of 1980. I was graciously 
received as a Trained Lay Supply 
in River John, Nova Scotia, and 
through my sojourn there com-
pleted my M.Div. at the Atlantic 
School of Theology. 
 
After ordination in Maritime Con-
ference, I served the Parrsboro-
Port Greville Pastoral Charge in 
N.S. After enjoying the beauty of 
the Fundy Coast and its warm 
people, I accepted a Call to 
Woodlawn United Church, Dart-
mouth, N.S. where I was privi-
leged to serve for six years. 
Woodlawn was a dynamic con-
gregation with a vibrant youth 
ministry and strong social out-
reach. During my time there I 
commenced my writing ministry 
and was a Visiting Scholar at Har-
vard Divinity School. 
 
In 1992, Parkdale United Church 
in Ottawa approached me and 

over the next six years I enjoyed 
the life of the church at the heart 
of the capital city. It was a time of 
tension in the nation as it strug-
gled with the Quebec Referendum 
and it was fascinating to be part of 
the national conversation. Park-
dale is an engaging community, 
and it was during my time there 
that they encouraged me to be 
engaged with the wider church 
and the ecumenical and inter-faith 
community. 
 
For the past 23 years I have 
served Timothy Eaton Memorial 
Church in Toronto. This has af-
forded me the opportunity to enjoy 
preaching and pastoral ministry in 
a full way. Over the years it has 
enabled me to complete doctoral 
work, teach homiletics in various 
seminaries, preach in various 
countries, write and edit books, 
and be an academic Visitor at Ox-
ford. I am also delighted to have 
helped establish Chairs in Preach-
ing in three divinity colleges. How-
ever, the most important part of 
any church is the faith of its peo-
ple, and it is that that above all I 
will remember for the rest of my 
life. I have been blessed, there-
fore, to serve our glorious Triune 
God among faithful and caring 
people who have loved the Gos-
pel and have been actively con-
cerned for the justice of the world. 
I continue to serve this same God 
now as the Ambassador for the 
Canadian Bible Society but owe a 
debt of gratitude to the United 
Church for its love and support.” 
 

Reverend Dr. Andrew Stirling 



48 

Parkdale United Church 
We respond to God’s call and Jesus’ teachings 

by:  

 

Uniting in joyful worship as an 

act of praise and gratitude, for 

inspiration and guidance  
 

 
 

Providing learning opportuni-
ties for the Christian way of 
life and to enhance Biblical 

literacy  

 
  
Supporting each other through  
pastoral care and concern  

 

 

 

Promoting justice  

 

 
Reaching out to  
people in need  


