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Many thanks and keep those 
contributions coming!! 

 
We are always looking for new 
ideas, volunteers and submis-
sions. We reserve the right to edit, 
condense or reject submissions, 
but will try to find space for all. 
 
Next issue: Mar. / Apr. 2023 
Editor next issue: Danica Rogers 
 
 
Send submissions to:  
messenger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
or the church office by Mar 15 

IMPORTANT: When submitting photos to the Messenger, please ensure you 
have asked permission of the individuals if their faces are clearly recognizable. 
They should know that an electronic PDF version of the Messenger is posted to 
the Parkdale website.  
See: http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions 
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IMAGES & STORIES Presents:  

"Searching for Saint James" 

Friday, January 27, 2023 7:00 - 8:00 PM 

Picture of David & Judy at Cape Finisterre - 
the final destination for many pilgrims on the 
Way of Saint James. There are more than a 
dozen medieval pilgrimage routes to the an-
cient city of Santiago de Compostela where 
the remains of Saint James the Apostle lie. 
Two of the most travelled during the Middle 
Ages were the Camino Frances which runs 
over 800 km across Northern Spain and the 
Camino Portuguese which begins in Lisbon. 
Since 2017, David and Judy Reid have 
walked 4 different stages of these two pil-
grimage routes. We are delighted that they 
will share their adventures at Images and 
Stories on January 27th. 

“Adventure on the Nile” 

Friday, February 24, 2023 7:00 - 8:00 PM 

Journey with Ed Ellis and Hugh Nelson as 
they follow in the footsteps of Agatha Chris-
tie through their discovery of Egypt: the his-
tory, fascinating people, and huge monu-
ments containing hidden places where the 
pharaohs buried their treasure and sand held 
their mysteries for 1000 years. Climb aboard 
the S.S.Sudan where Christie first got the 
idea for her murder mystery "Death on the 
Nile" and stay a while at the Old Cataract 
Hotel where she wrote it while watching the 
sands of time move across the west bank 
before her eyes as she wrote. A great lounge 
chair adventure for you for under an hour of 
your time. 
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Bali? Where’s that? Sacred 
Dance? What does that mean? If 
you are asking these questions as 
you are reading this, I could say 
to you that you should have been 
one of several fortunate folks 
who read the church announce-
ments and decided to attend the 
zoom Images and Stories on No-
vember 25, 2022.  This re-
counting is the next best thing. 
 
In addition to reliving Marilyn 
Follet’s experience in the Bali 
Retreat of 2017, in this Images 
and Stories presentation, Wendy 
Morrell and Jennifer Payne re-
counted their Bali experiences in 
the Sacred Dance Guild’s retreat 
of October 2022 
 
Wendy, President of the Sacred 
Dance Guild, and a friend of Park-
dale United Church who helps 
the Moving in Spirit (MIS), Park-
dale’s liturgical dance choir, 
made the presentation with the 
assistance of Jennifer of the MIS. 
Wendy noted that this Images 
and Stories was an opportunity 
to remember Marilyn Follet who 

passed away in the summer of 
2022. The presentation also ful-
filled Marilyn’s wish to offer an 
Images and Stories presentation 
of her Bali experience of the 
2017 Sacred Dance Retreat. The 
Sacred Dance Guild is a world-
wide group that promotes dance 
in its many forms as an expres-
sion of the sacred.  The Park-
dale’s Moving in Spirit is part of 
the guild and, as we know, offers 
liturgical movement occasionally, 
as part of worship service at 
Parkdale. 
 
Wendy recounted how she met 
Marilyn at a Parkdale’s Women’s 
retreat in 2017, where she was a 
guest dance facilitator.  Marilyn 
was very interested in the guild’s 
activities and upon learning of its 
upcoming trip to Bali in October, 
was determined to participate.  
As those who know Marilyn 
would attest, she was going to 
make it happen (safely) even 
though she was undergoing can-
cer treatment at the time.  She 
sought and obtained her doctors’ 
permission to travel. And so off 
to Bali she went in October 2017. 

Images and Stories  
Bali Sacred dance – A tribute to Marilyn Follet;  
                   & Bali – Enchanting, Kind and Gentle  
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So, where is Bali?  The island of 
Bali is one of Indonesia’s thirty-
eight provinces. The 17,000 is-
lands of Indonesia are in South-
East Asia straddling the Indian 
and Pacific Oceans. 
 
Through 
beautiful 
images and 
their ac-
companying 
stories, 
Wendy and 
Jennifer 
introduced 
us to Bali, 
its people 
and culture, 
the society 
and envi-
ronment. 
Wendy con-
veyed to us 
Marilyn’s 
eagerness 
and enthu-
siasm to 
participate in all of the retreat 
activities in Bali – morning move-
ments and meditation; sampling 
of Balinese cuisine; learning Bali-
nese dance; visits to the beach, 
to the temples, and to Bali mar-
kets.  We were told that such 
was Marilyn’s eager participation 

and habit of saying: “I did it in 
Bali!”, that the phrase became 
Marilyn’s calling card. As I 
viewed the pictures of Marilyn 
with her radiant smile and lis-
tened to the stories of her joyous 

time in Bali, 
I reflected 
on her posi-
tive atti-
tude to life 
and the 
courage she 
exhibited, 
even in the 
face of her 
medical 
challenges. 
We should 
emulate 
some of 
that way of 
being. 
 
As Jennifer 
was plan-
ning to go 
on the re-

treat, she tried to encourage me 
to come along, not to be part of 
the retreat activities (I couldn’t 
anyway – it was geared to wom-
en only!) but just to come, expe-
rience a new place and culture.  I 
demurred because Bali seemed 
so far away and so unknown to 
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me. I gave all kinds of excuses – 
the cost of flying across the 
globe, what will I do there while 
they were at the retreat, there 
were chores to take care of at 
home, etc. Now, on hearing 
about Bali and seeing the pic-
tures, Bali still feels far away and 
unknown, strange even, but in an 
enchanting way. When I heard 
stories of the motorcycle-clogged 
streets and seeming chaos, with 
vehicles weaving in and out, in 
the city of Ubud, yet no acci-
dents, even as pedestrians com-
fortably stepped in, stopped 
traffic to safely cross;  And when 
a comment was made to a taxi 
driver that it must take special 
skills to drive in Ubud, he 
shrugged and said: “not really, 
we take care of each other”;  In 
the apparent chaos of traffic, Jen-
nifer noted that she did not see a 
raised finger or hear an expletive 
uttered. Or, when we learnt of 
the daily preparation and offer-
ings of flower arrangements that 
are left at every doorstep and 
street corner; Apparently, the 
offerings are to the gods – the 
intricate, beautiful arrangements 
to good gods for blessings; can-
dies and cigarettes to the not-so-
good spirits so they don’t wreak 
havoc! And when we saw pic-

tures of elaborate, complex, na-
ture-themed wood and stone 
sculptures --- surely, such a place 
is different, at least very differ-
ent from what we know of in 
North America and in most 
Western societies. 
 
We also learnt of the kindness 
and gentleness of the Balinese 
people. We learnt that a retreat 
participant, on a visit to a temple 
and needing to use a washroom, 
one of their Balinese guests took 
her to a neighbour’s house, and 
simply explained the need to the 
neighbour. Then, the Balinese 
host went in after to ensure the 
place was properly cleaned and 
disinfected (given that it was a 
rudimentary toilet). It does not 
sound like much, but I cannot 
think of a situation where a Park-
dale Church visitor, telling me 
about a need to use a washroom 
(and assuming our church facili-
ties were not available) and I go 
across to one of the houses on 
Gladstone, explaining the need 
and the visitor being welcomed 
to use the washroom.   
 
The pictures that Wendy and 
Jennifer shared showed Bali’s 
beautiful, lush foliage right from 
arrival at the international Air-
port in Denpasar, the Capital of 
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Bali. In my travels, limited as they 
are, I have not yet seen an air-
port (as depicted in the pictures) 
with so much lush vegetation and 
colour. The creativity of the Bali-
nese people was already evident 
at the airport in the form of 
sculptures, paintings, and flower 
arrangement offerings.   
 
The people of Bali may be consid-
ered poor economically – one 
Canadian dollar is worth almost 
12,000 Indonesian Rupiah. So, it 
is not surprising when we learnt 
that at the market, the temple 
exit doors (not entrances!)  and 
beaches, Western tourists/
visitors are swarmed and gently 
encouraged to purchase locally 
produced arts, crafts and other 
products. One would think that 
in such a society, where there is 
material lack (of Western goods) 
tourists and visitors may be ex-
torted. Yet, that appears not to 
be the case.  Jennifer told a story 
where they hired a taxi for an 
agreed period of time to take 

them to specific places. But the 
driver having fulfilled his obliga-
tion, suggested other places to 
visit at no additional cost, includ-
ing taking them to a restaurant 
where he waited for them and, 
refused to come in for a meal (he 
indicated he had already had 
supper).  
 
I did not go to Bali, but from this 
Images & Stories, I feel I have 
learnt a lot. It will be nice to visit 
in the future, but I still wonder 
how a city person like me, accus-
tomed to so-called modern con-
veniences will fare in a society 
that is rich in patience, gentle-
ness, kindness, tradition, com-
munity and tied to nature.  On 
the other hand, I can see how 
somebody like Marilyn Follet 
took to Bali – with her courage 
to embrace and explore the un-
known and her positive ap-
proach to what life was posing to 
her. 
 
Submitted by: David Odumodu 
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REMEMBERING 
 

Please keep in your prayers the fami-
lies of the following persons. 
 
• Jill Hamer-Wilson who passed away on 

November 12, 2022 
• Sara Chen Wing whose Dad passed away 

on November 14, 2022 
• Jaylyn Wong whose Dad passed away 

suddenly on November 19, 2022 
• Ned Taylor who passed away on Novem-

ber 26, 2022 
• Dr. Constantine Campbell who passed 

away on November 27, 2022 
• Carolyn Chornenky who passed away on 

December 11, 2022 
• Elise Mennie on the death of her father on 

December 28, 2022 having lost her moth-
er on October 24, 2022 
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 Drinking from My Saucer. 
 by John Paul Moore 

 I’ve never made a fortune and it’s probably too late now. 
 But I don’t worry about that much, I’m happy anyhow. 

 And as I go along life’s way, I’m reaping better than I sowed. 
 I’m drinking from my saucer, 'cause my cup has overflowed. 

 I don’t have a lot of riches, and sometimes the going’s tough. 
 But I’ve got loved ones around me, and that makes me rich enough. 

 I thank God for his blessings, and the mercies He’s bestowed. 
 I’m drinking from my saucer, ’cause my cup has overflowed. 

 I remember times when things went wrong,  
and my faith wore somewhat thin. 

 But all at once the dark clouds broke,  
and the sun peeped through again. 

 So God, help me not to gripe about the tough rows that I’ve hoed. 
 I’m drinking from my saucer, 'cause my cup has overflowed. 

 If God gives me strength and courage  
when the way grows steep and rough. 

 I’ll not ask for other blessings, I’m already blessed enough. 
 And may I never be too busy, to help others bear their loads. 

 Then I’ll keep drinking from my saucer, 'cause my cup has overflowed. 

 

Poem submitted by Hugh Nelson who would like to dedicate it to 

Betty and her son Simon   
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Help make one of our own a STAR!!!!  Voting runs Jan 15 until Feb 15 
Link to vote: https://facesmag.ca/awards/#/gallery/361024595 
 
About the awards:  
The Ottawa Awards Presented by Mattamy Homes is the National Capi-
tal Region's largest and most anticipated annual awards event. 
The 2023 Ottawa Awards will be taking place this year in the heart of 
our downtown core, at the Shaw Centre. The Awards continue to grow 
in popularity each year, with a record of over 1.4 MILLION votes being 
cast in 2022! The Ottawa Awards are a People's Choice, wherein win-
ners are decided on who gets the most votes during the 4-week online 
voting period between January 15th and February 15th. 
 
Winners will be announced at the Awards night on Saturday, February 
18th at the Shaw Centre. 
 

News from the Pews 
Roxanne Akhtar (she/they) Nominated for 
“Ottawa Best DJ” for the Ottawa 2023 Awards 
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Bio: 
DJ Roxysunset is a queer DJ from Ottawa remixing songs with a 
positive message. As a DJ she puts her skills to use in the Queer 
community by creating events & safe spaces. She created a 
queer event in Ottawa called Night of Lights which is a queer 
community drag show. You can find them Fridays at T’S and eve-
ry Saturday night at the Lookout dropping beats on the dance 
floor. In the day Roxanne works for the Mental Health commis-
sion of Canada as a Program Coordinator. They are also on the 
Affirm committee with United Church of Canada giving work-
shops on 2SLGTBQ+ inclusivity & faith while helping churches in 
Canada become affirming of people of all races, genders and sex-
ualities. In 2023 they will be leading the Ottawa woman’s March 
on Parliament Hill. They believe that knowledge is power and the 
more we educate the world then the more peaceful it will be-
come and we can all unite as one.  
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Staff Appreciation Lunch 

 
The M&P Committee hosted 
our Parkdale staff for lunch on 
Wednesday January 11.  It was 
the first time in 2 years we 
were able to gather and show our appreciation to 
our wonderful staff with a lunch!   
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Valentine's Day is February 14. Your heart will 
thank you to attend this enchanting concert.  

 
Purchase tickets from: 

 Faye Beaufort - fbeaufort@bell.net or 613-355-5755;  
Joelle Osterkruger; By e-transfer to Paul McCumber 

at kiwanisottawawest@gmail.com - Password "Concert" 
or p.mccumber@rogers.com or 613-723-8971; or by Credit Card - 
go to our Kiwanis Ottawa West poster & click "Tickets available at" 

to purchase through our "Zeffy" credit card system.  

mailto:fbeaufort@bell.net
mailto:kiwanisottawawest@gmail.com
mailto:p.mccumber@rogers.com
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Christmas 2022 

 
Christmas 2022 was a busy season 
for Parkdale with the resumption of 
in-person activities and the Christmas pageant. 
We had many fun activities for all ages such as: 

 The Youth Christmas party on Dec. 4  
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The IGNITE Christmas dinner on Dec.2  

The Advent Jewelry sale by the youth of  Park-
dale, raising funds for youth programs. 
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Away in a Mango 

 
The Pageant “Away in a Mango” 
on Dec. 11 with 30 kids and 
youth performing along with participation from 
the junior choir and the youth band. Thanks to 
Keith and Melanie for directing the pageant this 
year and for sharing their gifts with the youth and 
the children of this congregation.  
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Gingerbread House Contest 

 
The Young Families’ ginger-
bread house decoration contest for young fami-
lies on Dec.17. Thanks to Eleanor for her help 
with organizing this event. Thanks to the judges 
and congratulations to the many creative win-
ners! 
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Early Christmas Eve Service 

 
The Early Christmas Eve family service with the 
nativity tableau put together by participation 
from the Sunday school children, the junior choir, 
and the youth band. The service was well attend-
ed despite the wintery weather we had.  

 
Giving God thanks for a wonder-ful Christmas, and 
thanks to all those who helped make it truly memorable.   



23 



24 

PDWG REPORT TO JANUARY-
FEBRUARY 2023 MESSENGER  
 

So much has happened since 
our last report to the Messen-
ger, I hardly know where to 
start.  So let’s start with the 
bad news.  
 
Your PDWG’s last report to 
the Messenger was full of 
hope, in full anticipation of the 
approval of a mortgage appli-
cation by EOORC’s Church Ex-
tension Fund for the purchase 
of the former Knights of Co-
lumbus property at 1177 Glad-
stone. We were greatly en-
couraged by the support for 
this purchase from you, the 
congregation, who pledged 
over $1.2 million in non-
interest-bearing loans. Alas, 
we learned on November 4 
that our application had not 
been approved and we were 
very disappointed, not to say 
devastated. The possibility of 
acquiring this property had 
expanded our vision for mis-
sional opportunities and the 
news that it was not to hap-

pen was a huge setback in our 
thinking and it required a sig-
nificant shift in our thinking, 
so it took few days for the re-
ality to sink in.     
 
That said, we have not lost 
hope. We continue to believe 
that God is calling Parkdale to 
be a hub of missional collabo-
ration, a place where Christian 
faith is embodied in service to 
the community, a beacon of 
hope and light for many.  
 
The PDWG’s original mandate 
in 2017 was to undertake dis-
cussions on “any and all” op-
tions for “significant renova-
tion and/or redevelopment of 
the current building and prop-
erty”. In 2019, the congrega-
tion agreed to renew the 
mandate “to pursue more in-
depth discussion”, and even 
mandated the PDWG to inves-
tigate costs and implications, 
and to develop a “project 
plan”. However, throughout 
the entire five years of the 
PDWG, our work has been ex-
ploratory, and we have often 
reminded the congregation 
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that “no decisions have been 
made.”  
 
We believe that it is now time 
for some decisions to be 
made.  
 

In November 22, 2022, your 
PDWG made a presentation to 
Council, in response to the 
decision in October 2021 by 
Council that the PDWG should 
return with a recommenda-
tion in one year, by October 
31, 2022.  (We were three 
weeks late. ) 
 

Council was asked to provide 
approval of the following and 
all the motions were ap-
proved; ratification by the 
congregation will be request-
ed at the AGM on February 
26, 2023.  

Over the past five years, your 
PDWG has investigated the 
costs and implications of 
“doing nothing”, i.e., not en-
gaging in any major redevel-
opment, merely maintaining, 
updating, and repairing/
replacing components of the 
existing facilities as needed. 
We have also considered the 
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cost and implications of 
“doing nothing” except adding 
an elevator to improve acces-
sibility. The estimated finan-
cial costs of these two options 
(as assessed in 2019, well be-
fore the recent rise in infla-
tion) were in the range of $3-4 
million over 10 years. In addi-
tion to the financial cost, we 
also considered the implica-
tions and opportunity costs. 
 
A professional spatial assess-
ment conducted in late 2021 
and early 2022 by Rosaline 
Hill, architect and develop-
ment consultant, found that:  
 

your community is boldly wel-
coming, caring, outwardly fo-
cused, lively, diverse and 
Christ-like, BUT you operate in 
a building that is unwelcom-
ing, inefficient, and often a 
barrier to your programming 
needs.  
[...]  
Your existing building does not 
lend itself to renovation or 
upgrade. Its failure to meet 
your needs cannot be fixed 
through renovation; rooms 
cannot be moved closer to 

each other, narrow winding 
hallways cannot be removed, 
the ground floor cannot be 
lowered to street level, an ele-
vator cannot be added to 
serve all floors.  
(A copy of the complete re-
port is available on request.) 

 
In June 2022, five options for 
redevelopment were shared 
at a Council retreat. Three of 
these focused only on exten-
sive renovation and/or re-
building of the existing 
church, each of which would 
cost in the range of $12-15 
million. At that time, we were 
advised that the only way that 
such a new church could be 
financed would require work-
ing with a developer and sale 
of air rights. 
 
The fourth and fifth options 
shared at that time depicted 
versions of a church site com-
bined with a high-rise residen-
tial building. To meet the fi-
nancing needs, the residential 
accommodations would prob-
ably need to be at market rate 
rents at least at the outset, 
but we would seek to develop 
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a plan that includes the possi-
bility of converting to afforda-
ble housing as debt is paid 
down.  
 
On November 22, we sought 
and received Council’s ap-
proval, with one opposed, to 
proceed with consideration of 
options four and five, which 
involve 4) demolition and re-
building and 5) Partial reten-
tion of the existing sanctuary 
façade. This approval sup-
ports our plan to seek agree-
ment of the congregation at 
the AGM that options of 
maintaining the status quo or 
only adding an elevator 
should not be considered.  
 
We are aware of and con-
cerned by the housing crisis in 
Ottawa. In our consultations 
with the congregation, a con-
cern about affordable housing 
and a desire to address this 
issue has been one of the 
most-often recurring themes. 
Our vision includes leveraging 
our land/property assets in 
the provision of supportive 
and/or affordable housing of 

some sort. We sought and 
received the unanimous ap-
proval of Council to proceed 
with consideration of afforda-
ble/supportive housing op-
tions as part of the redevel-
opment plans.  
 
We will continue to consider 
Abbeyfield as a potential part-
ner and see potential inclu-
sion of new space for them as 
contributing to supportive 
housing needs. They are com-
mitted to working with us 
when our redevelopment 
plans become clearer and we 
are able to discuss a specific 
proposal.  
 
Given the complexity of the 
housing issue, we sought and 
received unanimous approval 
by Council of the creation of 
a separate group to further 
the discussion on housing. Its 
mandate would include clarifi-
cation of governance issues, 
relationship to the church, self
-sustaining capabilities, and 
other relevant concerns. The 
group might need to be 
broader than the congrega-
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tion and include people/
congregations that have an 
interest/passion about the 
topic. 
 
The need for a revised vision/
mission and a strategic plan 
for Parkdale United Church 
has been raised on several oc-
casions. Your PDWG believes 
that this work extends far be-
yond the PDWG mandate and 
warrants separate attention. 
While the current work on de-
velopment of a Community 
Profile will be useful in con-
tributing to a revised vision/
mission, we believe that de-
velopment of a strategic plan 
is also required. Your PDWG 
therefore recommended that 
Council create a group for the 
development of a strategic 
plan for Parkdale United 
Church, that would address 
the issues related to church in 
the post-COVID world, and 
assess what is needed by way 
of facilities, among other 
things. This motion was unan-
imously approved.  
 

Within the context of vision, 
your PDWG believes its rede-
velopment vision is clear. We 
will continue to strive to 
better meet the needs of the 
congregation and the commu-
nity, ideally though contrib-
uting to the City’s housing 
needs in some tangible way. 
Other missional opportunities 
have been discussed, e.g. sen-
iors’ drop-in centre, daycare, 
after school programming, 
arts and sports programs, etc. 
and will continue to be ex-
plored as consultations ensue.  
 
With that by way of preamble, 
the approval of the following 
two-year work plan was 
sought and received by Coun-
cil, with one opposed.  This 
work plan will also be present-
ed to the congregation for ap-
proval at the AGM.  Your 
PDWG will: 
 
In 2023:   
• Pursue its deliberation of 

options four and five, as 
noted above, which in-
volve demolition and re-
building; and partial reten-
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tion of the existing sanctu-
ary façade, and including 
the search for an appropri-
ate partner  

• Engage a consultant for 
appropriate assistance, 
perhaps Trinity Centres 
Foundation, Kindred 
Works, CAHDCO, InDwell, 
or other  

• Clarify the costs associated 
with options four and five  

• Assess the financial capaci-
ty of Parkdale United 
Church and develop a 
fundraising strategy, possi-
bly requiring the assis-
tance of a professional 
fundraiser  

• Explore seed funding sup-
port opportunities, e.g., 
CMHC, the City, and other  

• Continue consultations 
with our neighbours and 
interested and implicated 
parties, including the 
counsellor and the City  

• Work with Abbeyfield to 
clarify their space require-
ments in a new accommo-
dation  

In 2024:  
• Continue consultations as 

above  

• Undertake focussed dis-
cussions with Abbeyfield 
re: negotiating a ‘trade’ of 
land for space in a new 
building.  

• Conclude the process of 
selecting and formalizing a 
legal relationship with one 
or more appropriate part-
ners  

• Begin to assemble the 
documentation required 
for an application for a 
zoning change  

 
The above lays out a very am-
bitious workload for the next 
two years. It goes without say-
ing that we remain committed 
to regular updates of Council 
and the congregation. An up-
date on planned activities for 
2024 will be presented to 
Council and the congregation 
in November 2023.  
 
Further, we are aware that 
the congregation has not had 
a recent update on the un-
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folding options. We will un-
dertake to increase awareness 
before the AGM in February, 
through one or more presen-
tations to the congregation.  

 
The composition of the Prop-
erty Development Working 
Group was approved unani-
mously by Council, with the 
option of adding new mem-
bers as the need arises.  
Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey  
Michelle Bailey  
Camille Beaufort  
Jason Corbin  
Helen Hayes (Coordinator)  
Barry Hobin  
Zaya Kuyena  
Hugh Nelson  
David Mason  
Kathleen Stephenson  
Alexandra Stockwell 
(Secretary)  
Dennis Van Staalduinen  
 

Our goal for February 2025 is 
to have completed the selec-
tion of one (or more) appro-
priate partner(s); have com-
pleted a redesign plan for the 
Parkdale property; and to be 
actively working on an appli-
cation for a zoning change to 
be approved by the City.  
 
Our proposed budget for 2023 
had not been finalized at the 
time of the November 22 
Council meeting.  A request in 
the amount of $70K has since 
been submitted for approval 
at the AGM.   
 
Further to the Council 
meeting, your PDWG met on 
November 30 at an in-person 
meeting with Dave Harder 
from Trinity Centres Founda-
tion, with whom there had 
been several conversations. 
Dave is an associate of the 
Trinity Centres Foundation 
and specializes in working 
with churches reimagining a 
sustainable mission, neigh-
bourhood engagement and 
long-term financial sustaina-
bility. He has over 20 years of 
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church planting, pastoral and 
executive leadership experi-
ence in the 
religious non-
profit arena. 
 
We met again 
on December 
6 to discuss 
the possibility 
of issuing a 
contract to Dave, to finalize 
our budget request for 2023, 
and to talk about the AGM.  It 
was suggested and subse-
quently agreed that Dave be 
invited to have a conversation 
with Anthony during the usual 
sermon time on January 8, 
2023.  If you were not present 
for this very thought-
provoking conversation on 
‘God’s Adap-
tive Mission’, 
please look 
at the live-
streamed 
service for 
January 8 on 
u-tube. 
 
You can see that there is a lot 
going on and there are emerg-

ing opportunities for getting 
involved!  In addition, there 

will be important 
decisions made 
at the AGM on 
February 26 and 
your voice is im-
portant.  Please 
try to be there. 
 

 

Last but certainly not least, 
please continue to hold the 
work of your PDWG in prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Helen Hayes 
PDWG Coordinator 
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It has now been five years of in-

vestigation by the PDWG.  The 

development issue is obviously a 

difficult challenge, otherwise we 

would have a solution and de-

tailed plan by now.  The PDWG is 

to be commended for the pro-

gress they have made.  However, 

there is more work to be done.  

We have seen the vision and it is 

good.  However, is it practical 

and can it be implemented?  And 

what are the implications on our 

current (and future) outreach 

programs for the community? 

 

Perhaps it is time to take a differ-

ent approach, building on what 

we have learned in the last five 

years. 

 

I was encouraged by the recent 

talk in church with Dave Harder 

of the Trinity Centres Founda-

tion.  His emphasis on reaching 

out to the community and 

providing space for various mem-

bers of the community was re-

freshing.  I believe this is more 

important than concentrating on 

a total rebuild.  It led me to think 

that perhaps we should instead 

consider other options as previ-

ously discussed.  As a congrega-

tion we are being asked to make 

some major decisions.  But do 

we have enough information to 

make an informed decision? 

 

Three years ago, I asked the fol-

lowing questions, among others, 

in writing to the PDWG: 

• “What is it that we need to 

do that can’t be done with 

our current property? 

• What programs would we 

like to add?  What more can 

we do in our existing pro-

grams? 

• Is the reason we cannot 

move ahead because of a 

shortage of volunteers and  

funding?  Will a new building 

help this?” 

Letter to the Editor 
Property Development Points to Ponder 
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I believe they are still relevant 

and we still need to address 

these.   

 

Three years ago, a respected 

member of our Council wrote: 

 

• ”until we know what we 

would replace the current 

building with and how we 

will finance it, we cannot 

have a definitive vote to de-

molish and reconstruct.” 

• “My view is that the PDWG 

committee is going to spend 

the next two years determin-

ing the what then; not in 

terms of hopes and dreams 

but in terms of real alterna-

tives that are properly costed 

and funding alternatives de-

termined. We cannot, in my 

view, ask our congregation to 

vote on demolishing a build-

ing with no plan to replace 

it.” 

 

So what have we learned in the 

past years since this view. 

 

We know that our building is not 

ideal and can use upgrades and 

repairs.  This has been known for 

many years.  We have an esti-

mate of $3- 4 million over 10 

years.  After reading the 118-

page consultant’s report it be-

comes clear that this is the cost 

of upgrading the building to 

meet most current building 

codes for a new building.  It is 

not clear that all of this work is 

absolutely necessary.  The costs 

appear to be a worst case sce-

nario.  For example, they recom-

mend replacement of the 

heating system.  Yet it continues 

to function well now that a few 

minor parts have been replaced.  

The HVAC technician told me 

that some of the relays and 

switches are original and he or-

dered replacements.  This is in 

the realm of maintenance, not 

replacement of the whole sys-

tem.  And the computerized con-

trol system is only about 5 years 

old.  He suggested that the boil-

ers could be expected to work 

fine for several more years if we 
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did not neglect regular mainte-

nance.  

 

The timing is also somewhat 

questionable.  The report indicat-

ed that it was urgent that at least 

$500K of repairs and upgrades 

were required within 1 or 2 

years.  It is now 3 years later and 

it is not obvious that the failures 

predicted have occurred.  We 

have done no significant repairs 

in the last 5 years and have not 

seen catastrophic failures.  So 

when do we really need to do 

these things?   

 

Given unlimited funds we would 

do them all now.  This is not 

practical or even possible.  How-

ever, we should be doing regular 

maintenance and scheduling up-

grades in a planned fashion, in-

stead of waiting for the building 

to collapse.  Of course, if we do 

nothing the building will in time 

deteriorate and will have to be 

demolished.  For the last 30 years 

we have done what was neces-

sary to prevent this from hap-

pening.  For example: 

- we have replaced the majority 

of the windows in the building 

with much more energy efficient 

products.   

-Repaired and replaced all roofs 

as required.  

- Upgraded some of the wash-

rooms, including adding a new 

one in the preschool.   

- Replaced flooring in several 

areas where required, including 

restoring the gym floor every 

few years to keep it in good 

shape.   

- Added insulation in the sanctu-

ary.  

- Replaced most of the energy 

inefficient incandescent lights.  

 

In summary, our building would 

be in much worse condition if we 

had not been diligent in our 

maintenance.  At some point, 

the building may not be func-

tional to the detriment of our 

community programs and con-

gregational activities.  When we 

are closer to that point we will 

always have the option of de-



35 

molishing and rebuilding with the 

assistance of a developer.  So the 

most difficult decision is when 

we might need to demolish eve-

rything.  It is not clear when that 

needs to happen.  

 

We know that our building is not 

totally accessible.  That being 

said, this is not news.  So how do 

we function now?  I have ob-

served that most activities in the 

church do not take place on mul-

tiple levels in the building during 

the event.  For example:  IFTC 

uses the basement.  Sunday wor-

ship uses the sanctuary.  The pre-

school uses their space.  Outside 

dance groups use the gym.  AA 

uses Tape Hall.  The orchestras 

use the basement rooms.  Con-

certs use the sanctuary.  Some-

how we manage to get over 300 

people attending a concert in the 

church, as recently as Nov 19th.   

  

That is not to say that improve-

ments could not be made.  We 

could use an extra washroom on 

the sanctuary level.  This would 

be a good addition.  Accessibility 

to the basement activities could 

be enhanced by an inclined 

platform lift at the Gladstone 

door.  I am sure there are other 

options which could be done.  Do 

we have any quotes from an ele-

vator company on what they can 

and can’t do and at what cost?  I 

have unofficially heard estimated 

figures anywhere between 

$300K and $1M.  

 

There must be options which are 

more cost effective than the ma-

jor rebuild estimated to cost be-

tween $12-15M.  $3 M in repairs 

and upgrades over 10 years 

looks like a bargain compared to 

this.   

 

Is it environmentally responsible 

to destroy and throw away what 

is serving a useful purpose now?  

Does this steward our environ-

ment?  Or is it better to refurbish 

and reuse as much as possible?    
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Housing.  The preferred PDWG 

solution seems to be sell space 

for housing.  One of the consult-

ant groups hired indicated that 

even with the maximum subsi-

dies available, debt financing of 

several million dollars would still 

be required.  The costs of repair-

ing or renovating the remaining 

church building would be in addi-

tion to the costs quoted to con-

struct the housing building.  De-

velopers seem reluctant to fund 

affordable housing as the subsi-

dies do not cover their costs.  So 

we are looking at market rate 

condos.  I feel that we should not 

be in the real estate develop-

ment business.  This is not why I 

come to church.  If we want to 

spend on housing I believe we 

should support the organizations 

which are already experienced 

and active in this area; not try to 

do it on our own.  As one of our 

members who lives in a subsi-

dized apartment recently said, a 

million dollars could subsidize a 

lot of rents.  The congregation a 

year ago recommended that we 

concentrate on how we can con-

tinue as a functional church in 

our space and not spend addi-

tional time on trying to build 

affordable housing on our prop-

erty.  So why are we back to 

building housing as the solution?   

We still have not seen a cost 

study or business case to justify 

this, let alone a project plan, 

costed or otherwise.  How can 

we make an informed decision 

on any recommendation without 

this, given the large projected 

costs involved? 

 

As is the case, with most things 

these days, our problem in-

volves money.  To date we have 

spent more than $48K on the 

PDWG exercise, with an addi-

tional $70K requested for 2023, 

mostly on consultants.  Of course 

this is not much compared to the 

multi-million dollar costs being 

proposed for development.  Do 

we want to spend our limited 

resources on buildings, consult-

ants, housing and upgrades to 

create a nice new modern build-

ing.  Or do we want to concen-
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trate on programs which will sup-

port our congregation and the 

community and continue to pay 

staff salaries and expenses?  If 

we spend our donations on con-

sultants and contractors prior to 

having assurance that we can 

actually achieve the desired de-

velopment, we have not used our 

donated funds wisely.  If and 

when we are to partner with a 

developer, why do we not get 

the developer to fund the 

groundwork required to plan and 

implement the solution?  If it is a 

good idea would they not be will-

ing to fund it?  What about zon-

ing changes?  Would it not be 

prudent to determine if that is 

possible before investing in a po-

tential solution which may not be 

possible?  Do we need EOORC 

approvals to move forward?  Per-

haps we should get that in ad-

vance and not be surprised after 

spending large amounts of time 

and money. 

 

It appears to me that the ulti-

mate solution of demolition and 

building an apartment tower, is 

not feasible for us.  I believe that 

this is not the time to sell the 

property.  We need to determine 

how long we can continue as the 

successful church we are without 

doing this.  We can only sell the 

property once.  How about re-

taining ownership of the proper-

ty and any new development?  

Has Kindred Works, a United 

Church affiliated property devel-

opment company, been consult-

ed about this?  What do they 

think?  I understand that they do 

not charge large fees for their 

consultations.    

 

Only time will tell if the congre-

gation grows enough to realize 

the benefits of a new develop-

ment.  I would not want to see 

us spend inordinate amounts of 

time and money to create a new 

space only to have to sell it as 

the congregation shrinks, as ap-

peared to be the case with Do-

minion Chalmers.  And I don’t 

think there is an appetite within 

the congregation to incur large 
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amounts of debt on the church 

as a whole.  Fundraising is diffi-

cult at the best of times.  Many 

of us will not likely live long 

enough to pay for the proposed 

re-construction plans.  Do we 

want to leave the burden of the 

debt to our children, who in 

many cases have no interest in 

our church in any case?  How can 

we ask the younger generation to 

fund our church development 

and mortgage payments when 

those who are fortunate enough 

to have a mortgage of their own 

are struggling to pay it down as 

interest rates increase.  Given 

the choice of paying for a mort-

gage for the church or paying 

down that of my children, I 

would choose the latter. I may 

not be alone!   

 

There are concerns about the 

impact that a major demolition 

and construction project would 

have on our current programs 

and congregation.  We currently 

provide space and services to a 

large number of community or-

ganizations.  These currently in-

clude a subsidized pre-school 5 

days per week, several commu-

nity dance groups, including I 

understand a new Jewish dance 

group about to start, Alcoholics 

Anonymous every Saturday 

night, IFTC, the Parkdale Orches-

tra and the Centralaires band 

which both hold practice ses-

sions every week in the lower 

level,  and concerts in the Sanc-

tuary several times per year.  

There may be others of which I 

am not aware.  What would be 

the impact on these groups if we 

demolish and construct a smaller 

space over the period of a few 

years?  Many of these groups 

would be impacted during the 

construction period and would 

not necessarily return or in some 

cases, continue to exist, without 

the low-fee space we provide to 

them. 

 

Our congregation has indicated 

more than once that our church 

is mainly the people, not the 

building.  So why do we want to 

invest in a new building?  Will it 
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bring in more people?  Will it al-

low us to do more programing 

than currently?  If so what are 

the new programs and capabili-

ties we will be offering?  Why 

don’t we spend more time on 

reaching out to the wider com-

munity and adding programs for 

the congregation in the hopes of 

expanding our mission and mem-

bership instead of putting up a 

new building in the hopes that 

people will come.  With our cur-

rent limited number of volun-

teers I don’t believe we can 

afford to dedicate so much time 

to building projects.  As a church 

we are not experts in that area 

and we don’t have the volun-

teers and funding to do every-

thing for everyone.  We need to 

concentrate on what we do well 

and what results in the most 

benefit. 

 

So in conclusion, it would seem 

that proceeding with the devel-

opment of a high rise residential 

building on our property at this 

time or spending more money to 

try to accomplish this may not 

be the best solution.  It’s time 

for a different approach after 

going down the same path for 

the last 5 years.  Perhaps in-

stead of emphasizing what we 

can not do, we should work on 

what we can do with what we 

have, and how we can use and 

enhance it to improve our pro-

grams and ministries, instead of 

concentrating on demolition, 

funding and zoning issues, and 

starting over. 

 

Richard Hamley 
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The Dwelling of  
the Light 

Praying with Icons 
of  Christ  

“The point is simple: face to 
face with Jesus, there and only 
there, do we find who we 
are.”  – Rowan Williams 

While attending a 
wedding in the An-
tiochian Orthodox 
church (St. Elias) in 
Ottawa a few years 
ago, my daughter 
turned to me and 
said: “Mom, why 
are the pictures of 
all God’s family  
displayed on the 
walls here?”. That 
comment made me 
laugh. I thought to 
myself: “what a good theological 
explanation of what icons truly are- 
a window to God’s inner circle!” 
After the wedding, I explained to 
her that these ‘pictures’ are called 
‘Icons’.  In the reformed tradition, 
we do not often have icons in 
churches. Some churches have 

beautiful stained glass, but most of 
our children do not know what 
icons are. Growing in the middle 
east myself, I had the opportunity 
to see modern and ancient icons in 
churches as well as in old monas-
teries that go back to the first cen-
tury A.D. We read in church 
history about the Iconoclastic 
(prohibition of icons) contro-
versy which lasted from 726, 
when Emperor Leo III (717-
741) began an attack on the use 

of religious images, until 843, 
when the Empress Theodora 
allowed their restoration. The 
two periods of Iconoclasm 
were separated by the reign of 
the Empress Irene, who vener-
ated icons, and under whom 
the Second Council of Nicaea 
787 was held. There were seri-
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ous theological issues at stake. 
A number of defenses of Icons 
were made: based on the exist-
ence of Divinely approved im-
ages in nature and Scripture, 
based on the reality of the incar-
nation; and based on a Platonic 
metaphysics of images which 
participated in an ascending 
prototype. St. John of Damas-
cus (c.675-c.749) wrote in de-
fense of the icons. In this hun-
dred years’ discussion of art, we 
find one of the most searching 
investigations into the nature of 
art in culture before the Italian 
Renaissance. 

Over the holidays I had some time 
to read a book. This book has 
been sitting on my shelf for a long 
time. I finally picked it up. I love to 
read icons. Yes, I believe icons are 
windows to God’s inner circle, for 
it is often said that icons are 
windows into heaven, or, as Ro-
wan Williams writes, 
“in their presence you 
become aware that you 
are present to God and 
God is working on you 
by His grace, but I also 
believe that they are 
books. They tell a story.” 
Dating from the early 

church and more common in 
Eastern Christian traditions, 
icons are a visual invitation into 
an encounter with God.  When 
one sits in prayerful stillness 
before an icon, one is drawn 
into deeper relationship with 
the person it depicts and the 
story it tells.  

One of my favorite icons is the 
icon of the resurrection where 
Christ stands above the grave. 
In the book, Rowan Williams 
explains, “Christ stands on a 
precarious-looking bridge, as if 
he is one who by the great risks 
and pains of his incarnation 
connects what we have pulled 
apart.” 
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The book offers brief medita-
tive and instructional reflections 
on a series of popular icons. For 
example, Williams explains how 
the icons are written with a cer-
tain perspective to draw your 
eyes to a certain place on the 
icon—and how they help us 
recover our spiritual focus. In 
much the same way as Henri 
Nouwen in his book The Re-
turn of the Prodigal Son, Wil-
liams uses close-up images of 
the icons to explain the fine 
points of the meaning behind 
the colors, symbols, and com-
position of the icon. One of my 
favorite icons is Rembrandt’s 
depiction of the prodigal son 
story in which he draws atten-
tion to the father’s hands. When 
you look closer you notice that 
one hand is feminine, and the 
other is masculine, both repre-
senting the compassion of God 
- the father and the mother of 
us all.  

 

 

 

At the women’s retreat this 
year, Elise Mennie drew our 
attention to a few icons in the 
chapel area. These icons were 
very special and rare. They de-
pict native cultures such as Na-
tive Americans, Asians, and 
Africans. Many of the native 
icons were destroyed. By doing 
so, the official Christian image-
ry has greatly restricted the 
Gospel of Christ. It is time to 
recover these discarded reli-
gious treasures. 

One of the icons we saw at the 
women’s retreat place was a 
beautiful image from ancient 
Celtic religious experience of 
God as a trinity of women. The 
maiden gave birth to creation, 
the mother nurtured and pro-
tected it, and the Crone 
brought it wisely to its end. The 

https://amzn.to/2EKkXwH
https://amzn.to/2EKkXwH


43 

Raven accompanied the Crone 
as a symbol of life and death. 
Though it ate dead things, it 
flew high into the heavens. In 
this icon, the three women are 
depicted from different races to 
apply the ancient Celtic image 
to a more global experience. 
The snake now associated with 
the devil by Christians was an-
other sacred feminine image. It 
represented life, fertility, and 
rejuvenation. Devouring its own 
tail, it represented immortality. 

Another icon depicted the Nav-
aho Madonna. In Northern Ari-
zona, the Navaho people pre-
serve an ancient way of life on a 
remnant of what was once their 
land. Their history and their art 
bear witness to the strength of 
their culture. This icon cele-

brates the beauty of Navaho 
culture and its closeness to the 
Christian Gospel. Mary here 
wears her traditional Byzantine 
colours, but she is a Navaho 
woman. Jesus is strapped to a 
cradleboard, and he is laughing 
for his first time- a special mo-
ment in every Navaho’s life. 
Laughter and beauty are two 
ways Navaho culture can enrich 
traditional Christian spirituality. 
The entire world is a divine 
epiphany, if only we had eyes to 
see. 

Icons enrich our understanding 
of scriptures and draw us closer 
to God. Indeed, as the early 
church father John of Damas-
cus wrote: “The whole earth is 
a living icon of the face of 
God”. Icons are a beautiful 
Christian tradition to introduce 
to your family. They expand 
one’s toolbox of spiritual prac-
tices. As Williams said in this 
book, “Looking at Jesus seri-
ously changes things; if we do 
not want to be changed, it is 
better not to look too hard or 
too long.”  

Huda Kandalaft 
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Women’s Retreat 2023 

 
This year’s Parkdale Women’s 
Retreat was a healthy serving 
for the soul after a long and 
challenging drought since 
2020. 
 
My first trip up to Galilee Cen-
tre was not planned but a great 
surprise to discover the Rhon-
da John in me.  I was supposed 
to be giving Joelle a ride up for 
the day but it turned into an 
incredible 24 hour experience 
that rejuvenated my soul and 
allowed me to form friend-
ships with many of the ladies 
that were not part of the moms 
dropping their kids off to Sun-
day school. 
 
It was not the bible thumping 
conference I had it mind.  Yes 
we spent time learning about 
the many women in the bible 
but we spent time discussing 
their experiences and struggles 
and shared perspective from 
our own lives.  I remember 
leaving Galilee feeling enlight-
ened and with a greater sense 

of God’s love, having felt the 
support in sharing with my 
sisters and a stronger sense of 
connection and community. 
 
This year, I was one of the last 
participants in the circle of 
introductions Friday night.  As 
each person identified with 
themselves as the roles they 
play in a family, organization, 
church history and status.  I 
smiled inside as did a few oth-
ers like Holly.  Why do intro-
ductions focus on the roles and 
functions that we hold in our 
daily lives.  These roles and 
titles we hold do not define us. 
The women’s retreat is the 
time to put our daily uniforms/
roles aside and just be.   
 
The 2023 retreat is my one 
opportunity to sit at the porch 
with God two weeks after get-
ting lost in the turmoil of put-
ting Jesus in your Christmas 
competing with shopping, pre-
paring and making everyone 
else happy, to reset my com-
pass to the greater journey and 
service.  This is the time for 
me, time to reconnect and re-
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charge the inner me who is lost 
in being Bilal and Kendra’s 
mom, the caregiver, the pro-
vider but a person on a journey 
lost in the challenges of doing 
too much but at the same time 
not enough. 
 
Sunday afternoon I wake up 
smiling because after the sec-
ond night I remembered I love 
games and music, I do plan to 
exercise but not make it, I am 
a creative spirit, I am the one 
who always forgets her phone, 
I am the resilient woman who 
is so tired and needs time to 
rest.   
 
I was drawn to Parkdale by the 
feeling of warmth, love, com-
munity and caring.  That senti-
ment was with us all weekend.  
There was a strong sense of 
doing more to connect and 
support each other on a regular 
basis. 
Since then a Facebook group 
has been created and I will be 
starting a community cook ini-
tiative for Parkdalers.  I will 
get the ball rolling in the com-
ing weeks to begin with a cur-
ry goat session where I will 
share a great recipe found on 

line.  We’ll cook up a storm, 
taste, stock up the Caring 
Kitchen.  Better yet, partici-
pants will take some home and 
be able to replicate the dish on 
their own! 
 
This year, we have been given 
reminders to take time to sit 
across the porch from God in 
many ways. Star words to 
watch for, perspective to look 
for out your windows, birth-
day messages to look forward 
to as well as game nights and 
cooking classes to reconnect. 
 
A big thanks to the planning 
team, Huda and Bev for all 
their hard work.  
 
Thank you to all the ladies 
who were able to make it and 
thanks to those who were there 
in spirit.   
 
I also want to say a special 
thanks to the memory of sis-
ters who are no longer with us.  
Glad to have had the beautiful 
memories now that they have 
journeyed back to God. 
 

-  by Rhonda John-Huggins 
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 We enjoy meeting you and being together in ministry. 
Parkdale’s congregation responds to God’s call and 
Jesus’ teachings by: 

 Uniting in joyful worship as an act of 
praise and gratitude, for inspiration 

and guidance 

 

 

Providing learning opportunities for 
the Christian way of life and to en-

hance  

Biblical literacy 

 

 

Supporting each other through  

pastoral care and concern 

 

Reaching out to people in need 

 

 

Promoting justice 

 

Praying for guidance,  

wisdom, and support. 


