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EDITORIAL BOARD 
Editor this issue: Danica Rogers 
Proofreader: Isabelle Duncan 
 
Contributors: Faye Beaufort, 
Deborah Sarre-McGregor, Huda 
Kandalaft Kanawati, Sandra Brady, 
Helen Hayes, Anthony Bailey, John 
Harewood, Elaine West, Antonia 
Roul, Ellen Andrews 

Many thanks and keep those 
contributions coming!! 

 
We are always looking for new 
ideas, volunteers and submis-
sions. We reserve the right to edit, 
condense or reject submissions, 
but will try to find space for all. 
 
Next issue: May / June 2023 
Editor next issue: Danica Rogers 
 
 
Send submissions to:  
messenger@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
or the church office by May 4 

IMPORTANT: When submitting photos to the Messenger, please ensure you 
have asked permission of the individuals if their faces are clearly recognizable. 
They should know that an electronic PDF version of the Messenger is posted to 
the Parkdale website.  
See: http://www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/connections/photos/permissions 
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I was thrilled when I re-
ceived an email in early 
February from Ottawa-
based Gwen Madiba; entre-
preneur, social justice advo-

cate, international model, 
and founder of Ottawa-
based Equal Chance.  
 
Some of you may remember 
hearing of the organization 
called Equal Chance in 
the media in 2020. In the 
early stages of the Russian 
aggression against Ukraine, 
many Ukrainians (namely 
women, children and elder-
ly people) were being evac-

uated into neighbouring 
European countries. Shock-
ingly however, videos 
showed many Black stu-
dents and Black residents in 
Ukraine being denied ac-
cess to evacuating trains 
and buses. Equal Chance 
was part of a coalition that 
went to Ukraine and got 
many of these students out 
of the country. Their work 
still continues. 
 
Gwen wrote me to say that 
Mr. Terrance Floyd – the 
brother of George Floyd - 
was coming to Ottawa on a 
speaking tour. In the after-
math of his brother’s 
death, Mr. Terrance Floyd 

started a charitable organi-
zation called ‘We Are 
Floyd’, which is “deeply 
committed to serving and 
uplifting marginalized com-
munities…” in areas of 
“mental health, poverty, po-
lice brutality, and social in-
justice. Our focus is to be a 
supportive and instrumen-
tal force in advancing the 
cultural well-being of our 
communities.” 
 

A Special Guest at Parkdale United Church: 
Mr. Terrance Floyd 
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Gwen also told me that it 
was the practice of Mr. 
Floyd to attend Sunday 
worship wherever he was 
travelling. She recommend-
ed Parkdale United Church 
to him. Once hearing of 
this, I of course said yes and 
informed our Parkdale 
Council. I asked Gwen if he 
would be open to speaking 
to our congregation at the 
February 26 Sunday wor-
ship service, and she said he 
enthusiastically agreed to 
do so. 
 
 

Just the night before that 
worship service, Gwen had 
arranged for a complimen-
tary table of 10 people from 
Parkdale United to attend 
the Black History Month 
Gala at the Museum of His-
tory, in Gatineau. 

 

(From left to right: John 
Harewood, Hugh Nelson, 
Elise Mennie, Kristen Bai-
ley, Michelle Bailey, Wendy 
Bailey, Anthony Bailey, 
Daunett Tucker, Kyle 
McHenry, and Faye Beau-
fort) 
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During our Black History 
Month worship on Sunday 
morning February 26, we 
had special music from so-
loists Terri-Ann Wint and 
Rennatha Bernardin. As 
well, we were thrilled to 
hear Mr. Terrance Floyd 
speak, gave praise to God, 
and also bear witness to 
some very challenging 
events in his life. He spoke 
about beginning each day 
with a prayer of thanksgiv-
ing for being alive; giving 
thanks each and every day 
for the gift of life.  
 
He acknowledged the bur-
den of always bearing wit-
ness to the events and after-
math of his brother’s death, 
but he said it was important 
to speak of it. He also spoke 
about his own personal 
journey and challenges. He 
had meningitis and pneu-
monia as a child. As well, as 
a child he needed an inva-
sive surgery procedure to 
save his life, and every day 
he said he gives thanks to 
God and for the Jewish doc-
tor – Dr. Cohen - who saved 
his life.  
 
Terrance spoke of his foun-
dation in faith, instilled by 

his mother, which helped 
him to navigate the many 
medical challenges that 
have plagued him all his 
life. At one point, he was so 
depressed he saw no way 
out but to end his life. He 
wondered why he was here 
on earth. Then he remem-
bered the words of his 
mother: “Son, you have 
something to say, and I am 
going to witness that day 
when you stand up to say 
what you have to say.” So 
God prevailed and helped 
him to believe that he had a 
destiny to fulfil. 
 
Terrance, spoke with great 
regret about having been 
separated from his brother 
George for 30 years. He was 
delighted to reconnect with 
him in the last four years of 
George’s life. Terrance 
spoke of the great grief 
caused by his brother’s 
death. He remembered the 
words his brother spoke to 
him: “Live in your pur-
pose…you have a voice...let 
it be heard.” 
 
After George’s death, Ter-
rance wanted to extend 
George’s legacy, and so he 
created the “We are Floyd” 
foundation in the United 
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States. He told the congre-
gation, that he is in the pro-
cess of filing papers and 
procedures to have the 
foundation accredited in 
Canada.  
 
Terrance also spoke of his 
brother George’s encour-
agement to dream big, trust 
God, and remember that 
God put him on earth for a 
purpose. Because of this, 
Terrance said he resolved to 
honour his brother in this 
way. He was going “to speak 
since he cannot speak any-
more; walk where he can-
not walk anymore; and 
love where he cannot love 
anymore.” 
 
In naming his foundation 
“We are Floyd, Terrance 
said it is meant to signal 
unity. He emphasized the 
“We”. He said we are in 
this together…we have to be 
there for each other and be 
“unified together”. He also 
said that he resonated with 
the scriptures for that Sun-
day from Psalm 32:7. “You 
are my hiding place, you 
will protect me from trou-
ble; and surround me with 
songs of deliverance.” 
 

Terrance was also very glad 
to meet and speak with 
some special guests that I 
had invited to the service. 
They were, former Chief of 
Police, Peter Sloly; the cur-
rent Chief of Police Eric 
Stubbs; and Acting/
Superintendent Dave 
Zackrias, and his family. 
 
After the worship service, 
we were blessed with a deli-
cious lunch in Tape Hall. It 
was a time of getting better 
acquainted through conver-
sation. We give God thanks 
for this very special week-
end of testimony, praise, 
worship, justice and recon-
ciliation, and call to action. 
May God bless us all. 
 

Anthony 
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REMEMBERING 
 

Please keep in your prayers the fami-
lies of the following persons. 
 
 
 
• Andrew Barbour and his family on the 

death of his father Alexander Barbour on 
December 4, 2022 

 
• Kyle McHenry and his family on the death 

of his father on January 6, 2023 
 
• The family of Norma Wilson who passed 

away on February 2, 2023 
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We are very excited about our Summer VBS 
Children’s camp. This is going to be this sum-
mer's biggest party! Children are invited to a 
week of  fun and learning. Using Matthew 6:11; 
"Give us this day our daily bread", children will 
learn to pray as Jesus teaches. These words serve 
as a reminder that everything we have comes 
from God - and our daily needs are met by 
God. Through stories in both the Old and New 
Testaments, this VBS opens kids' eyes to the 
countless ways God provides, loves, and cares 
for everyone while inviting them to join God in 
providing, loving, and caring for others.        
Volunteers are needed. Please speak with Huda 
if  you would like to be part of  the fun! 
A registration form is available in church and 
online. 
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Registration: for volunteers 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/B7S9T9Y 

Registration: for campers 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/B87TRGQ 

Days: Aug. 21-25 

Age: Children 5-12 

Time: 9AM-2PM 
 
 

Suggested registration fee is $50/child. After 
hours childcare from 2-5 PM is available for a 
minimal fee. Please speak to Huda if  you have a 
financial difficulty. We have a no barrier policy 
and want every kid to have an opportunity to go 
to camp, so finances should not be an obstacle. 
Registration fees can be dropped off  at or 
mailed to the church office by May 31st. 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/B7S9T9Y
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/B87TRGQ
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH  2023 
 
Many people from Parkdale participated in the various 
events around the city of  Ottawa this year.  Here are some 
pictures to commemorate a few of  them.  
 
 

Commemorative Hockey Game 
 
 
The NHL-supported 
game celebrated the Col-
oured Hockey League of 
the Maritimes in Nova 
Scotia. The League was 
founded in 1895. We al-
so honoured Willie 
O’Ree who was the first 
Black hockey player in 
the NHL in 1957 when he 

joined the Boston 
Bruins. 
 
Participating in the 
Hockey game are 
Rev. Anthony Bailey 
and teammate Garth 
Gibins. 
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The Black History Month Gala 
 
On March 11, 2023, honours award recipients from the Black 
community of Ottawa.  Members of Parkdale United Church, 
Rev. Bailey, Wendy, Michelle and Kristen attended a wonderful 
evening. The keynote speaker was Terrence Floyd, the brother 
of George Floyd.  He shared his story of the Floyd Foundation 
in his brother’s memory. He also attended and spoke at Park-
dale on Sunday, March 12th.  
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Dreamkeepers Award Event 

Dr.Martin Luther King 
Jr. DREAMKEEPERS 
AWARDS gave a trib-
ute to Rev. Dr. Antho-
ny Bailey, presented 
by June Girvan and 
Rabbi Ivan Scher.  
 
 
One of the partici-
pants at the event is 
Faye Beaufort, Chair-
person of the Mission, 
Justice and Outreach 
committee and a 
member of the Park-
dale Church Council. 
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18th MARTIN LUTHER KING 
DAY CELEBRATION – Janu-
ary 16, 2023 
 
DreamKEEPERS’ -  A Tribute 
to Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey 
 
I was honoured to be invited by 
Daniel Stringer, organizer of the 
DreamKEEPERS’ event over 
years, to present the June Gir-
van’s DeamKEEPERS Award to 
a passionate and brilliant 16 year 
old receiving the Youth-In-
Service Award. She wanted other 
teens to know that they too can 
have an impact and make a differ-
ence on the future. What I did not 
know until I got there was that 
this young miss, who was making 
such an impact, had co-created 
“The Curiosity Podcast” which 
had been heard in 46 countries 
and that her presentation was to 
be followed by a tribute to our 
Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey by 
DreamKEEPERS’ President June 
Girvan & Rabbi Idan Scher. 
 
They both spoke very highly and 
in such moving terms of our con-
gregational  leader and commend-
ed him on his leadership, his on-
going work, his communications 
skills which enable him to bring 
people along in his quest for jus-
tice for all people. It was June 
Girvan and Rev. Bailey who in-
spired the Jewish community 
both in Ottawa and on a national 
level as well to adopt the United 
Nation’s International Decade for 

People of African Descent.  Be-
fore inviting Rev. Bailey to the 
stage to accept his award from 
DreamKEEPERS Ottawa, Rabbi 
Scher delivered a most memora-
ble introduction of Rev. Bailey. 
He invoked the following words 
from Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
iconic speech on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial on August 
28th, 1963. “With this faith, we 
will be able to hew out of the 
mountain of despair a stone of 
hope.” He then proceeded  to 
praise Rev. Bailey “as a man, a 
leader, a visionary who suffered 
great despair himself, for our 
community and for Canada and is 
truly that “stone of hope “ – a 
stone of transformational hope to 
all who encounter him.” He said 
he was speaking not only for 
himself, but also representing the 
late Rabbi Bulka. His first en-
counter had been six years ago 
when both their synagogue and 
our church – our houses of wor-
ship - were targeted in hateful 
graffiti attacks. All three of them 
then “worked together to create a 
rally, a rally against hate, a rally 
for love and dignity. At that rally 
of over 1000 people, Rev. Bailey 
spoke with courage, vision, and 
clarity about the power of the 
human being to create or to de-
stroy, to bring darkness or to 
bring light, and how we could 
ensure that our community is one 
where we work together to bring 
light.” He said, “Anthony has 
never missed an opportunity to 
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do just that. That Anthony is 
blessed with communication 
skills, oratory, kindness and em-
pathy, making him the primary 
educator in our city when it 
comes to training against racism 
and other forms of hate. Our Po-
lice service, our students, our 
civil servants and so many others 
have been touched and enlight-
ened by Anthony’s ability to edu-
cate on these extremely important 
and difficult topics.” I thought 
then that I must tell our congre-
gation how well our leader is 
thought of as he bears witness out 
in the public square.  
 
I must mention also that our 
Parkdalers in the audience had 
never seen our Anthony lost for 
words; but he was clearly so 
touched by this moving tribute 
and award presentation. Howev-
er, he soon got back to normal to 
express how honoured and hum-
bled he was to receive the award. 
Before arousing the audience to a 
few resounding “Not Long” re-
frain he really pointed the spot-
light on Dr. King’s revolutionary 
and visionary leadership in the 
campaign against racial discrimi-
nation and disenfranchisement. 
He said that Dr. King always 
gave honour to those who in-
spired him – like Rosa Parks who 
was just so tired she would not 
move to the back of the bus as 
she was ordered to do. Dr. King 
also acknowledged his initial reti-
cence to get involved to the ex-
tent of leading a movement.  

However, as he did explain 
“Early on a sleepless morning in 
January 1956, almost out of no-
where I heard a voice that morn-
ing saying to me: Preach the 
Gospel, stand up for the truth, 
stand up for righteousness. Since 
that morning I can stand up with-
out fear….I just want to do God’s 
will.” Prayer was vital to the civil 
rights movement to such an ex-
tent that it began and propelled 
the movement. In ending his 
thank-you speech, Anthony used 
some of Dr. King’s words to 
arouse a refrain of “NOT 
LONG!!” from the audience. He 
said, “I come to say to you this 
afternoon, however difficult the 
moment, however frustrating the 
hour, it will not be long, because 
as Dr. King said “truth crushed 
to earth will rise again.” Then, 
Anthony asked …“How long will 
justice be crucified, and truth 
bear it?  How long?” Again fol-
lowed by a loud refrain from the 
audience “NOT LONG!” … be-
cause “no lie can live forever.” 
“How long?” “NOT LONG”: 
...“for God stands within the 
shadow, keeping watch above 
his own.” “How long?” “NOT 
LONG”… because “the arc of 
the moral universe is long, but it 
bends toward justice.”    
 
(Written by Faye Beaufort using 
quotes from Rabbi Idan Scher & 
Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey in 
memory of and honouring      
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.) 
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Parkdale United Church 
Full time Ministry 
Minister of Pastoral Care 
 
Start:  summer or early Fall 2023 (preferred)  
 
www.parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 
Parkdale United Church in Ottawa, Ontario, has an opportunity for a full 
time staff member, to combine pastoral care and community outreach as the 
Minister of Pastoral Care.  This staff member could have ministerial qualifi-
cations or other combinations of skills, education and experience. 
 
The position has two main foci: 
 

The Minister of Pastoral Care identifies, initiates, and supports program-
ming for the pastoral care needs of members and adherents of the 
congregation.  

 
The Minister of Pastoral Care identifies, initiates, and supports services 

and programming to provide outreach to the community in the 
neighborhood of the church making Parkdale a resource for the 
whole community and especially those who are lonely, isolated and 
impoverished.  

 
Parkdale is a large and diverse congregation with membership spanning the 
National Capital Region and beyond. From Sunday worship and regular faith 
formation programs for all ages, to wide-ranging mission, outreach and jus-
tice initiatives and regular celebrations of our many cultural traditions, we 
are a congregation seeking to fully engage with the mighty movement of God 
in society.  
 
To discuss the position, please email jobsearch@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca 
and a search committee member will call you back. A Community of Faith 
profile and job description can be obtained by emailing 
jobsearch@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca or can be viewed at this link  

• Job Description: https://parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/
Skills-and-JD.pdf 

• Community of Faith Profile: https://parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/wpcontent/
uploads/2023/03/PUC-Community-of-Faith-Profile.pdf 

 
 
To apply for the position, please provide a cover letter, a brief (maximum ½ 
page) personal Statement of Faith, and an up-to-date résumé, preferably be-
fore April 30, 2023.  

mailto:jobsearch@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
mailto:jobsearch@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca
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IT’S BACK!   
SPRING RUMMAGE SALE  
April 29, 2023: 9am to noon 
 

Popular items are men’s, women’s and children’s clothing, shoes, books, 
linens, toys, kitchen utensils, small appliances, etc.  We do not accept 
furniture, exercise machines, old heavy TVs, computer monitors, text-
books, encyclopedias, magazines, single use plastic shopping bags, or 
anything broken or soiled. 
 
NEEDED:  Wooden or plastic COAT hangers to display clothes.  Large 
gift bags or cloth shopping bags to replace the single use plastic bags that 
we are no longer able to use.   
 
Contributions must be dropped off at the church prior to Thursday, April 
27, 2023.  If you need help with pick up, please contact Jo-Anne in the 
office at 613-728-8656. 
 
We are looking for volunteers to help with set-up on Thursday, starting 
at 8:30 am, and Friday until 4:30,  as well as for the sale itself on Satur-
day from 8:30 to 12, followed by clean-up.   
If you are able to help, even for a couple of hours, please advise Val 
Hum at Valerie.hum@rogers.com or at 613-728-8830. 
 
 
We are encouraging customers to wear masks, 
although these will not be mandatory.  Masks 
and hand sanitizer will be available at the 
door.  We will reserve the right to cancel at 
any time if public health notifications advise 
of a change in COVID circumstances and re-
strictions.    
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News from the Pews: 
 

In recognition of her work, Roxanne Akhtar received the Faces Mag-
azine Award for her work as a DJ at various venues in Ottawa. The 
Best DJ in Ottawa Award is a huge accomplishment for Roxy Sunset 
because she is the first woman and also the first lesbian to win the 
award. 

Isaac Andrews has 
been accepted into a 
double degree 
(Honours Bachelor 
of Science in Mathe-
matics and Bachelor 
of Music in piano at 
Ottawa U. He had a 
very successful au-
dition.   

Ronan Bosch is off to Trent University in the fall. 
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In From the Cold Volunteer Images 

The 2023 season for In From the Cold was an exciting time with the 
return of volunteers and guests in person.  We had a full slate of eager 
volunteers from many different organizations. 
  
(Above) The musicians from the past and new bands were so support-
ive, namely the Jock River Jazz Band featuring the tuba player from 
Parkdale United church,  Dr. Keith Hartshorn-Walton.  Muriel and Ted 
Bellman volunteered their time at the Volunteer Check-in every two 
weeks for the entire season.   
 
 
(Below) Parkdale’s Youth who are participating in the Confirmation 
Class came out with their mentors to serve the guests.  
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IN FROM THE COLD – A Volunteer’s View 
 
Parkdale United Church resumed their In From The Cold hot meal 
program in mid-November 2022 and the schedule will continue 
every Saturday until March 25, 2023. 
 
Since the re-opening, I have joined the many volunteers who partic-
ipate in a variety of tasks to help make this important event happen. 
I quickly learned how much planning goes on behind the scenes to 
make it a success for the many guests (70-100) arriving from across 
the city. 
 
Between 10:30 am and 6:00 pm approximately 70 volunteers per-
form numerous tasks mostly in teams, on shifts which last on aver-
age 2-3 hours. For interest, or if you are considering volunteering, 
there is a variety of areas to choose from including: installing and 
setting the tables, registering guests and volunteers, door security, 
assisting guests at the craft and reading tables, food preparation and 
plating under the watchful eye of the chef, serving at the beverage 
table, or working with a group of 15 serving the 4-course dinner. Of 
course, at the end of the day there is the clean-up crew doing a 
number of kitchen cleaning duties such as dish washing and storage. 
Both light and more demanding tasks are offered.  
 
In closing, I can say without hesitation, I am thoroughly enjoying 
volunteering at IFTC, meeting people and working with the many 
volunteers. I have volunteered sporadically over the years; however, 
this year I have volunteered almost every week. Seeing the guests 
smiling, enjoying their meal and expressing gratitude to servers or as 
they leave with a lunch or a meal-to-go really warms my heart.  
 
Sandra Brady – Kiwanis Club of Ottawa West 
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Shrove Tuesday 
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Kid’s Church 
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 Youth Baking 

 
 
Sunday School 
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Nursery 
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 Monthly Women's Meeting Potluck 
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A MINUTE FOR MISSIONS 
 
In February 2023  Restoring Hope 
celebrated the tenth year anniver-
sary of the start of their ministry to 
youth experiencing homelessness 
in Ottawa.  Your Mission and Ser-
vice donations contribute to and 
support this ministry.  
 
Jason Pino, the Executive Director, 
received a certificate of recognition from the City of Ot-
tawa presented by Stephanie Plante, Ottawa City Coun-
cillor for Rideau-Vanier.  
 
Also in attendance was the Pastor of First Baptist 
Church who offers the facilities of the basement of the 
church: a kitchen, large meeting room and two large 
rooms for beds.  
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It has been a busy time since 
the last PDWG update.  Two 
PDWG information sessions 
were held during February, on 
February 4  and 15, in order to 
provide information to the 
congregation in advance of 
the discussion at the AGM.  
Approximately 80 participants 
in these sessions saw the very 
comprehensive PowerPoint 
presentation from Barry 
Hobin; questions and ensuing 
discussions were extremely 
worthwhile.  We appreciate 
the feedback and will keep 
your perspectives in mind as 

we continue our work.  
 
One thing to note is that, 
while we are not looking to 
explore options that maintain 
the status quo, we have added 
exploration of a maximum 
retention option to our work-
plan for 2023, in response to 
the question of what our Plan 
B is, if none of the options 
outlined in the PowerPoint are 
possible.  
  
A slightly abridged version of 
Barry’s presentation was pro-
vided to the congregational 

PDWG UPDATE FOR MARCH-APRIL 
MESSENGER 
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mailing list in advance of the 
AGM, in order to facilitate 
discussion.  Your PDWG is 
very pleased to report that the 
six motions tabled at the 
AGM were approved unani-
mously, one (Motion 4) with 
modest amendments to clarify 
reporting relationships and the 
second (Motion 5) amended to 
make it clear that other work 
than that outlined in the pro-
posed workplan could be un-
dertaken over the next two 
years. For ease of reference, 
the motions are repeated be-
low:  
 
 
Motion 1:   That the congre-
gation approve the PDWG 
plan to proceed with more 
focused consideration of ex-
ploratory options that in-
volve partial retention of the 
sanctuary, or a total rebuild 
of the church. As part of 
these options, the PDWG 
will continue to look at op-
portunities to support the 
community and enhance our 
missional program-
ming, including hous-
ing. The PDWG will 
not further explore options 
that maintain the status quo 
or only add an elevator, as 
these options have been 

found to inadequately sup-
port or enhance Parkdale's 
ability to carry out its vision 
and mission. 
 
Motion 2:  That the congre-
gation give its approval to 
proceed with consideration 
of affordable/supportive 
housing options as part of 
the redevelopment plans.  
 
Motion 3:  That the congre-
gation approve of the crea-
tion of a separate group to 
further the discussion on 
housing. 

Motion 4:  That the congre-
gation approve the creation 
of a group, reporting to 
Council, for the develop-
ment of a strategic plan 
for Parkdale United Church 
that would address the is-
sues related to church in 
the post-COVID world, and 
assess what is needed by 
way of facilities, among oth-
er things. 

Motion 5:   That the congre-
gation approve the PDWG 
to undertake work, includ-
ing but not limited to the 
following, over the next two 
years: 
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In 2023:  
• Continue to assess options 

developed to date and as-
sess feedback, and contin-
ue the search for an appro-
priate partner or partners 

• Retain Trinity Centres 
Foundation (or Kindred 
Works, CAHDCO, In-
Dwell, or other) to look at 
missional and community 
needs/partnerships and 
facilities required 

• Clarify the costs associat-
ed with the options  

• Retain a consultant to as-
sess fundraising capacity 

• Continue engagement with 
block neighbours, Ab-
beyfield, the Salvation Ar-
my, the owner of the 
Knights of Columbus 
property, and other inter-
ested and implicated par-
ties, including the Coun-
sellor and the City 

• Assess developer interest 
and financial and planning 
implications 

• Work with the Housing 
group to be formed 

•  Explore seed funding sup-
port opportunities, e.g., 
CMHC, the city, etc. 

• Clarify Abbeyfield’s 
space requirements in a 
new accommodation  

• Investigate additional op-
tion of maximum reten-
tion and minimal interven-
tion 

 
In 2024:  
• Continue consultations as 

above  

• Undertake focussed dis-
cussions with Abbeyfield 
re: negotiating a ‘trade’ of 
land for space in a new 
building  

• Conclude the process of 
selecting and formalizing 
a legal relationship with 
one or more appropriate 
partners  

• Begin to assemble the 
documentation required 
for an application for a 
zoning change  

 

Motion 6:   That the congre-
gation approve the composi-
tion of your Property Devel-
opment Working Group, as 
follows, with the option of 
adding new members as the 
need arises: 

 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey 
      Michelle Bailey  
      Camille Beaufort  
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      Jason Corbin  
      Helen Hayes (Coordinator)  

      Barry Hobin  
      Zaya Kuyena  
      Hugh Nelson  
      David Mason  
      Kathleen Stephenson  
      Alexandra Stockwell                   
                           (Secretary)  
      Dennis Van Staalduinen  
 
We see this as a strong vote of 
confidence in our work mov-
ing forward and we are very 
thankful.   
 
Your PDWG met in person at 
the church on March 7, 2023 
with Dave Harder, with whom 
we have signed a contract in 
the amount of $2500 to clarify 
our church identity, vision, 
mission and values, Dave will 
prepare and facilitate a two-
hour workshop with Council 
and other interested members 
of the congregation on April 
25, 2023 to clarify objectives 
and values regarding a newly 
imagined space.  
 
Barry has been in continuing 
conversation with Gabriel de 
Varennes, the owner of the 
former Knights of Columbus 
building and has learned that 
he is interested in pursuing 
development of the property.  

That said, the door remains 
open for conversation with 
Parkdale.  
 
Your PDWG has begun to 
think about who we might 
contract to provide fundrais-
ing assistance, but we believe 
that this work should not be 
undertaken until we have a 
better idea of our ultimate 
missional objectives.  
 
We are in the process of com-
piling a second Special Edi-
tion of the Messenger and 
would be happy to receive 
input from members of the 
congregation who might want 
to contribute a ‘yellow box’, 
as were included in the first 
Special Edition of the Mes-
senger.  
 
It promises to be a busy and 
exciting year as we move for-
ward on our journey.  Please 
continue to keep the work of 
your PDWG in your prayers.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Helen Hayes 
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That’s what Ed Ellis and Hugh 
Nelson called their Images and 
Stories which they presented 
together on February 24,  to an 
audience of about 36 Parkdalers 
who accomplished the unusual 
feat of simultaneously sitting in 
their homes and travelling with 
them on their nineteen day trip to 
Egypt where they explored  the 
pyramids and sailed down the 
Nile in style. 
 
It all happened after Ed and Hugh 
felt their boyhood dreams aroused 
again when they watched the 
2004 TV version of Agatha 
Christie’s Death on the Nile. 
They just had to go . 
 
So, on October 28, 2022, they 
took a non-stop flight from To-
ronto and arrived in Cairo early 
on the morning of the 29th and 
headed for their hotel, the Sofitel 
Nile el Gezirah, which would be 
their base. 
 
Their presentation invariably  
incorporated  the present and the 
past, We were taken back to cities 
such as Memphis and Thebes 
(now Luxor) which were promi-
nent three thousand years ago but 
also thrust into modern Cairo 
with its 16 million residents and 
more than 150 neighbourhoods; 

the city which  
excited world-
wide attention with its aborted 
democratic revolution in Tahrir 
Square  on January 25, 2011, a 
place with churches, Jewish syn-
agogues and mosques where they 
took a tour of the Islamic and 
Coptic sectors  and, on a spare 
day, learned how to cross the 
street, which had  few traffic 
lights, endure the incessant honk-
ing of vehicles  but be fascinated 
by a street containing blocks ded-
icated to one kind of store such 
as plumbing, paper, dresses and 
water pipes. And they always felt 
safe. 

 
They explored the pyramids on 
October 30, first those at 
Saqqara, Dahshur and Memphis, 
built about 3100 BC, where the 
Pharaohs lived during the time of 
construction;  and next, on Octo-
ber 31st, those at Giza, “a vast 
funerary complex also built in the 
3rd millennium BC and signifying 
the power of the pharaohs in the 
old kingdom.” They marvelled at 
the quiet in the interior and at  
King Khufu’s Great pyramid, the 
only one of the seven wonders of 
the ancient world which survives 
intact. 
 
Leaving Cairo on November 4, 

IMAGES & STORIES Presents:  

"Adventures on the Nile" 
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they checked into the Victoria 
Palace Hotel to begin their tour of 
Luxor, once ancient Thebes, capi-
tal of the new kingdom (1500-
1000 B.C. Now , it was the time 
for temple visiting. They began 
with the Medinet Habu, where 
Ramses 11 had engraved his vic-
torious battles against the people 
of the sea; next, they passed on to 
the Mortuary Temple of Hatshep-
sut, the pharaoh known to the 
court as a female but as a male to 
the people. The architecture of 
the temple itself was unique. 
 
They also visited the House of 
Howard Carter, the archeologist 
who discovered the tomb of es 
Tutankhanum in 1922. The house  
is  now a museum and filled with 
his tools; an exact copy of the 
tomb is in the garden. Robbers 
left some items in the tomb. 
 
Their Nile adventure began on 
November 7 when they boarded 
the Sudan, the vessel used by 
Agatha Christie for her novel 
“Death on the Nile”. It was one 
of the first steamships which took 
Orientalists down the river to see 
the archeological sites. Aban-
doned after World War II, it was 
restored in 2001, decorated with 
19th century furnishings, sweep-
ing stair cases and provides ser-
vice with a professional, experi-
enced and competent staff. Ed  
and Hugh thought that they epito-
mized Egyptian hospitality. And 
each of the 18 cabins had its own 

character and was linked by its 
name to Egypt’s history. Christie 
was one of its most famous pas-
sengers, having embarked in 
1933 and been influenced by the 
experience to write Death on the 
Nile.  
 
The next phase of the trip took 
them to the great sites of Luxor, 
the acknowledged showcase of 
Egyptian archeology and two 
thousand years of history. Nota-
ble temples were Karnak and 
Luxor itself on the famous site of 
Thebes.  
 
With the arrival of the Sudan at  
Qena and the sacred city of Aby-
dos, they began to  appreciate the 
preeminent role of Ramses II in 
Egyptian art; he commissioned 
work on the columns of Amenho-
tep III and on statues of himself 
wearing the crown of upper and 
lower Egypt. Each of the Ram-
seses had some peculiarity, Ram-
ses III being associated with the 
three-headed snake, the tomb of 
Ramses IV as a hotel used by the 
Greeks and the sarcophagus of 
Ramses VI burglarized. 
 
But Ramses II towers over them 
all with his 200 wives and concu-
bines, over 100 children, a tem-
ple dedicated to him and his fa-
vourite wife Nefertari and his 
fame soaring after the battle of 
Kadesh against the Hittites in 
1274 BC which he, like the other 
leader, claimed to have won. He 
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was rewarded with temples and 
statues and the earliest peace trea-
ty known to historians was credit-
ed to him. 
 
The final testament to his emi-
nence are the two temples built at 
Abu Simel, “the heart of Egypt in 
the time of the Pharaohs.” Four 
statues of him in different pos-
tures are carved into the façade of 
the Great temple. 
 
Edfu was next on their itinerary,  
reached through the lock of Esna. 
There, they explored the Temple 
of Horus, buried for hundreds of 
years under a layer of sand  until 
excavated by the French Egyptol-
ogist in the 1860’s. Horus, him-
self, god of the sky, was the son 
of Isis, goddess of magic and the 
ideal wife;  he (Horus) was the 
father of Osiris, god of fertility, 
death and the resurrection. Egyp-
tians believed that Horus resided 
in temples throughout the coun-
try. 
 
The final leg of their itinerary led 
south to Kom Ombo, a favourite 
spot for basking crocodiles with a 
temple dedicated to Sobek, the 
crocodile god. They also visited 
the mummified crocodile muse-
um.   
 
Then, it was on and up the river 
to Aswan, the southernmost city 
in the country, located on the first 
cataract of the Nile and the gate-
way to ancient Egypt where the 

legions of  Caesar and Napoleon 
once established camp. 
 
On to the hotel Sofitel Legend 
Old Cataract built in the Nubian 
desert on a shelf of pink granite 
opposite Elephantine Island,  its 
Victorian façade still elegant, its 
floors of polished marble  and its 
arches Islamic, classic and tall. It 
was here that Agatha Christie 
stayed and wrote Death on the 
Nile. Today, her suite may be 
rented for $10, 900 per night. 
 
They toured the island in a rented 
felucca and saw the ruins of Abu, 
a Nubian village and Kitchener’s 
botanical gardens. 
 
No trip on the Nile could ignore 
the High Aswan which created 
Lake Nasser and  flooded the 
temples until funding by more 
than 50 nations, coordinated by 
UNESCO, moved the complex 
210 metres away from the water 
and 65 metres higher at a cost of 
US $40 million. 
 
On November 15, they flew back 
to Cairo before beginning a new 
trek to Jordan fulfilling their oth-
er dream of riding camels.  ,  
 
In response to questions, the au-
dience was informed that it took 
about 20 to 30 minutes to walk in 
the pyramids, that the lighting 
was good, it was well ventilated, 
oxygen was provided and the 
temperature was about 22 Celsi-
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us.   
 
As to whether it was 
feasible to visit on your 
own or with a tour, it 
was pointed out that, if 
you were female, you 
should consider the 
issue of security. A 
guided tour offers ex-
periences which one 
might not have antici-
pated. 
 
Marilyn thanked  Ed 
and Hugh  for their 
wonderful presentation, 
emphasized apprecia-
tion for the historical 
framework used as a 
base and remarked that 
the audience was able 
to see the sites and 
sights through their 
eyes and was able to 
escape to the sun and 
blue water. 
 
Ed and Hugh thanked 
Faye and Garth for giv-
ing them the opportuni-
ty to report on their 
adventure. 
 

Submitted by John 

Harewood  
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Judy & David Reid had al-
ready left on vacation when I 
heard that, among other holi-
day places, they would be 
walking The Camino. I 
thought intruding on their va-
cation time might not be a 
good idea; however, I did 
courageously e-mail Judy 
and, to my delight, she re-
sponded that they would be 
pleased to present their expe-
riences walking along the 
Camino. What we did not 
know is that, with this jour-
ney, they would have walked 
The Camino four times. We 
would soon hear and under-
stand the powerful experienc-
es that kept taking them back 
to The Caminos.   
 
Their interest started in 2016 
after a presentation at the Li-
brary about the Camino 
Frances. Although a little ap-
prehensive about walking 
such long distances day after 
day, in 2017 they chose a 
short pilgrimage walking 
115km from Sarria to Santia-
go 18 and 26 km per day over 
6 days. They had booked, 
through Utracks, hotels every 

night, breakfast and dinner 
with luggage transfer includ-
ed. While the walk was love-
ly and meaningful, when they 
arrived in Santiago, they 
knew that it was not long 
enough and they felt called to 
return. 
 
In 2018 they returned to the 
Camino Frances and walked 
over 400km. They took 2 rest 
days over a period of 21 days 
– the longest day being 
32km. Having enjoyed it so 
much, they returned in 2019 
and 2022 to walk the Portu-
guese Central and the Portu-
guese Coastal Caminos.  
 
Each time, they used the 
same travel agency to arrange 
hotels and luggage transfer 
which begged the question of 
whether or not  they were real 
Pilgrims. That did not deter 
them because every day they 
walked the same steps and 
shared the same experiences 
as those who stayed in the 
Albergues and carried their 
huge packs.  
 
They experienced what they 

IMAGES & STORIES FEBRUARY 27, 2023—     
THE CAMINO  
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went for and more. They ex-
perienced that overflow of 
powerful feeling which one is 
unable to explain. The Di-
vine. Walking a foot path that 
is over 1000 years old, as Ju-
dy puts it, took them away 
from the multi-tasking and 
constant distractions of mod-
ern life and gave them time to 
reflect and to let go. The 
backpack served as a signifi-
cant metaphor. So many peo-
ple started out with a much 
heavier backpack than they 
could handle and were forced 
into realizing that they had to 
get rid of things along the 
way. The teaching of letting 
go, of emptying the mind of 
what we do not need to carry 
was very symbolic and hum-
bling. It brings to the realiza-
tion that everyone encounters 
struggles, and that the com-
monality of all the hills and 
inclines, the ups and downs 
of the Camino mirrors all the 
ups and downs in our lives 
which become so much easier 
when shared with others. 
 
It was certainly moving to 
hear their reflection of the 
spiritual awareness they expe-
rienced as they came down 
from the dramatic pilgrimage 
to Santiago. The stark realiza-

tion that we need so very lit-
tle in life to bring true happi-
ness and joy was foremost in 
their minds and we should 
really be content with every-
day pleasures. We should re-
member that the load is so 
much lighter when shared; 
therefore, we should try not 
to carry our burdens alone. 
Also, it is so important to 
take the time to reflect and 
give thanks each and every 
day. 
 
Their slides reflected their 
heart-felt reaction to the 
closeness to and the awe of 
nature as they passed through 
the paths where they experi-
enced the smell of eucalyptus 
trees, the beautiful flowers, 
the birds, the animals and the 
fellow pilgrims they encoun-
tered along the way. 
 
“The Camino Frances, also 
known as the French Way, is 
the most famous of all the 
Camino routes leading to the 
shrine of Saint James at the 
Cathedral of Santiago de 
Compostela in north-western 
Spain.” 
 
“The Camino de Santiago, 
known in English as the 
Way of St. James, is a net-
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work of pilgrims’ ways or 
pilgrimages leading to the 
shrine of the apostle Saint 
James the Great in the ca-
thedral of Santiago de Com-
postela in Galicia in north-
western Spain, where tradi-
tion holds that the remains 
of the apostle are buried.” Of 
interest, “it is also one of the 
only 3 remaining churches 
in the world built over the 
tomb of an apostle of Jesus.  
The other two being St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica in Vatican City 
and St. Thomas Cathedral 
Basilica in Chennai in In-
dia.”     
 
(Faye Beaufort for Images & 
Stories) 
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IMAGES & STORIES 
FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 
2023 @ 7:00 PM ZOOM 
 
You do not want to miss traveling 
with the Masons to two of the small-
est countries in the world. Packed 
with history and full of beauty, see the highlights 

of these two fascinating, but lesser known locales. Andorra & 
Monaco are two Principalities in Europe: small countries, big his-
tory. If you have not joined us before or if  you have changed 
your e-mail address, please register with the office at 
pdale@trytel.com to receive the Zoom link close to the presenta-
tion date. 
 
With Easter looming and summer following closely, this will be 
our last Images & Stories presentation for the season. We will see 
you again in September for another exciting series on September 
29, October 27, and November 24, 2023. Our committee members 
wish to thank you once more for making these presentations hap-
pen. We wish you a Blessed Easter and fun with family and 
friends during the holidays. Of course, we are always looking for 
and welcome interesting stories - so do remember us during 
your holiday travels if something or somewhere strikes you as 
"fantastic! I must tell".  
 
From committee 
members - Carolynn 
Hallkett, Daunett 
Tucker, Helen Hayes, 
Lorraine Hanna, Mar-
ilyn Hahn & Faye 
Beaufort 



38 

A Blessing for Women 
on the international 
Women’s Day 
 
Blessed are the genera-
tions of  brave women 
who dared to hope, 
For it was women who 
were the last ones at the 
cross with Jesus, and it 
was women who first 
visited the tomb and 
announced the good 
news of  the resurrec-
tion. 
Blessed are the women 
who have been making 
our churches what they 
are since the very begin-
ning. 
For it was in the homes 
of  women that Christi-
anity first spread, back 

in the days when you 
still risked your life to 
follow in the way of  
Christ. 
Blessed are the matri-
archs, the martyrs, the 
missionaries, and the 
mystics. Blessed are the 
prophetesses, the poets, 
and the preachers. 
Blessed are the genera-
tions of  faithful women 
who dared to resist, 
For they paved the way 
of  freedom and justice.  
Blessed are the wom-
en’s groups, who do the 
often-invisible labor of  
making everything 
work. 
Blessed are the first 
women we ever saw be-
hind the pulpit or heard 
preach, and teach, who 
made us wonder what if. 
Blessed are the nurses, 
the teachers, the wait-
resses, the drivers, the 
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mothers, the house-
keepers, the volunteers. 
Blessed are women! 
Blessed are the ances-
tors who forged a way 
in the wilderness, so 
that we wouldn’t have 
to fight the same battles 
and clear the same 
paths they once did. 
Blessed are the ances-
tors who prepared the 
ground, so that we 
wouldn’t have to plant 
our seeds of  possibility 
in inhospitable soil. 
Blessed are the de-
scendants that will 
come after us, our 
daughters, who will car-
ry on the work we have 

yet to begin. 
Blessed are the de-
scendants we may never 
meet, who will create 
the worlds we haven’t 
yet dared to imagine. 
Blessed are we, who 
have answered a call, a 
vocation a dream, 
Blessed are we, who 
claim titles and plat-
forms our foremothers 
only dreamed of. 
Blessed are the women 
we are today, 
Blessed are the women 
we don’t yet believe 
we’re capable of  be-
coming. 
  
Amen 
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 We enjoy meeting you and being together in ministry. 
Parkdale’s congregation responds to God’s call and 

Jesus’ teachings by: 
 Uniting in joyful worship as an act of 

praise and gratitude, for inspiration 
and guidance 

 

 

Providing learning opportunities 
for the Christian way of life and 

to enhance  

Biblical literacy 

 

 

Supporting each other through  

pastoral care and concern 

 

Reaching out to people in need 

 

 

Promoting justice 

 

Praying for guidance,  

wisdom, and support. 


