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As a community of Christ followers: 
  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather for worship is the traditional, 
unceded, unsurrendered territory of the Algonquin nation. 

We are grateful for their stewardship of this territory for thousands of years. 
Parkdale United Church welcomes all. We support and celebrate diversity, 
inclusion and equity with regard to race, colour, ethnicity, national origin, 

gender, sexuality, and level of ability. 

 
 



We Gather to Worship God 
 
Advent Inspiration: “It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of 

us memories of goodness and thus to open doors of hope” 
Pope Benedict XVI 

 
*please stand as you are able 

 

Prelude:       All Who Are Thirsty                              MV#4   Dalesong 
CCLI Song #2489542 - License #3140600 
Brenton Brown and Glenn Roberts 1998 © 1998 Vineyard Songs  

 
Welcome and Honouring the Land                                               Bev 
 

Life and Mission of the Congregation                                           Bev 
 
Call to Worship                                                                          Huda 
 
*Opening Hymn:     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

from a 15th c melody 
Dalesong 

One License song #265170 - License #A733294 
Arr. Roger Mayor and Darren Alder © Roger Mayor Jubilate Hymns  

 
Lighting the Advent Candles                Christine Farrell & Shirley Rey 

 
Advent Candle Lighting:     A Candle is Burning VU#6          Dalesong 
 

all sing (seated)                                                            Hope 
 

A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright, 
A candle of hope in December’s dark night. 
While angels sing blessings from heaven’s  
      starry sky, 
Our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 
 

Sandra Dean 1986, Music: James R. Murray 1887, 
Words © 1986 Sandra Dean, Used with permission  

 
CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

               
Heidi Isabel Byvelds 

 
Words of Welcome:                                                                       



Teaching on Baptism: 
 
Baptismal Promises : 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:                                                                (spoken) 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and let us not fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 

for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism 
 
Presentation of Certificate & Gifts: 
 
Blessing:       The Lord Bless You and Keep You                         Dalesong 
Peter C Lutkin, Public Domain  

 
 

CELEBRATING WITH OUR BARBADIAN 
FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS 

 
Time to Wonder                              Lisa Bayley-Craig and Chris Craig 
 

The National Anthem of Barbados          Led by Lisa Bayley-Craig 
 

In plenty and in time of need  

When this fair land was young 

Our brave forefathers sowed the seed 

From which our pride is sprung, 

A pride that makes no wanton boast 

Of what it has withstood 

That binds our hearts from coast to coast  

The pride of nationhood. 
 

Refrain:  We loyal sons and daughters all 

Do hereby make it known 



These fields and hills beyond recall 

Are now our very own. 

We write our names on history’s page 

With expectations great, 

Strict guardians of our heritage, 

Firm craftsmen of our fate. 
 

The Lord has been the people’s guide 

For past three hundred years. 

With Him still on the people’s side 

We have no doubts or fears. 

Upward and onward we shall go, 

Inspired, exulting, free, 

And greater will our nation grow 

In strength and unity. 
Words: Irvine Burgie, Music: C. Van Roland Edwards © 1966 used with permission 

 

(The children and youth leave for their classes) 
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD 
 

First Scripture Lesson:  Romans 13: 11-14                      Susan Mailer 
 

The Gloria      Angels We Have Heard On High (refrain)    VU#38 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Words: french trad. Trans. James Chadwick 1860, Music: French carol melody, arr. Edward Shippen Barnes 
1937, Public Domain 

 

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 24: 36-44                                          Huda 
 

Special Music:       Almost There                                             Dalesong 
CCLI Song #7029544 - License #3140600 
Amy Grant, Michael W. Smith, and Wes King © 2014 This is Your Time Music | Grant Girls Music, LLC | 
Lottertghanme Music  

 

Message:                 “The Beginning Is Here”                         Huda 

  
WE RESPOND IN FAITHFULNESS … 

 
 



The Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                                     Bev 
 

We  are  grateful  for  the  prayers  and  financial  support  of  Parkdale’s ongoing 
ministry.  Please continue.  For those of you present here today your offerings via 
cheque or cash are most welcome.  Those of you at home and on line are invited to take 
some time to send us a cheque, or to go to the Parkdale Website: 
parkdaleunitedchurch.ca where you will see on the home page a 
button/link that says “Donate Now through CanadaHelps.org”. 
Click on that and make your offering.  Regular monthly donations 
via PAR are also very appreciated. We have the privilege of 
supporting Parkdale’s ministries. 

 
Offertory:       Hope is a Star                                     Piano    Dr. Keith 
One License Song #93750 - License #A733294 
Joan Collier Fogg, Brian Wren © 1989 Hope Publishing Company  

 
Doxology:            In the Bleak Midwinter  v.4                     VU#55 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 

 

Words: Christina Goegina Rossetti ca. 1872, Music: Gustav Theodor Holst 1906, Public Domain 

 
Dedication of Tithes and Offerings:                                              Bev 
 

Special Music:       Do Not Be Afraid                                      Dalesong  
CCLI Song #7166816 - License #3140600 
Carolyn Arends © New Springs Publishing Inc./(ASCAP)/a division of Brentwood Benson Music Publishing, 
Inc.  

 

Pastoral Prayer of Hope:                                                               Bev 
 

AND WE GO OUT IN HOPE TO BLESS THE WORLD 
 
*Closing Hymn:              People Look East                            VU#9  
One License Song #05431 - License #A733294 
Words: Eleanor Farjeon 1928, Music: French folk melody, harm. M.F.Shaw 1928 © 1928 Oxford University 
Press  

 
Blessing and Sending Forth                                                        Huda 
 
Postlude:       Hosanna (Praise is Rising)                                   Dalesong 
CCLI Song #4662491 - License #3140600 
Paul Baloche and Benton Brown © 2005 Thankyou Music et al  

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

2026 Canadian Church Calendars ready for pick-up 

Those who ordered the 2026 Canadian Church Calendars are asked 
to pick up their calendars following the church service, today in the 
Memorial Hallway. The cost per calendar is $8.00.  
 

The Men's Breakfast will be meeting at Fil's Diner, 1209 

Wellington at 8 am on Thursday Dec. 4th 
 

GIVING TREE 2025    

Our sanctuary tree is alive  
with Hope and filled with lots of opportunities to 
gift others this Advent season.  Each of the little houses has a wish 
attached – gifts to purchase for seniors at Grace Manor or envelopes 
to tuck in $15.00 to cover the cost of a blanket for each of the 
student’s in a Grade 3 class at Blossom Park school.  Under the tree 
there are tins to take away and fill with a dozen cookies (just one kind 
please and no cakes or squares) – these will be put together to be sent 
next door to the residents at Abbeyfield House.  All gifts need to be 
returned no later than Sunday, December 14th.  Thanks for your 
generosity as we send love from your houses to the homes of others 
this holiday. 
 

Donations Update - As you consider your donations for the 

remainder of 2025, we remind you that all donations for the 2025 tax 
year must be received by the church by Wednesday, Dec. 31st, to 
appear on your 2025 tax receipt. 
If you have not seen the congregational email regarding our current 
financial situation, and do not have internet access to our website, 
Donations-Update-Oct-2025.pdf, a few paper copies are available at 
the door. 
 

Centralaires Concert - Saturday Dec. 6th at 7:00 PM   

The Centralaires Concert Band is presenting their Christmas 
concert: A Glorious Season, at Parkdale United Church Saturday Dec. 
6th at 7:00 PM  Admission to the concert is by donation at the door.  
For program details, go to this web page: 
https://centralaires.org/concert/ 
 

https://parkdaleunitedchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Donations-Update-Oct-2025.pdf
https://centralaires.org/concert/


Come and Go Vigil - December 6, 1 - 2pm in the Chapel  

It has been over 35 years since the murder of 
14 young women at Polytechnique Montréal 
(December 6, 1989). This act of violent 
misogyny shook our country and led 
Parliament to designate December 6 as The 
National Day of Remembrance and Action 
on Violence Against Women. This day is 
about remembering those who have 
experienced gender-based violence and those 
who we have lost to it. It is also a time to take 
action. Achieving a Canada free from gender-
based violence requires everyone living in this 
country to educate themselves and their 
families and communities on gender-based 
violence, centre the voices of survivors in our 
actions and speak up against harmful 
behaviours. 
 
The chapel will be open from 1:00 – 2:00 on 
December 6th providing a quiet, reflective 
space to sit and remember and to hold women affected by violence in 
prayer.  The chapel will be set up with candlelight and soft music, 
with material to read and written prayers to offer. Come and stay as 
long as you wish. 

 

100 Years of Hope – Building the Future Together: This 

past June, The United Church of Canada celebrated its Centennial — 
a century of deep spirituality, bold discipleship, and daring justice. 
Now, you can help launch the next 100 years. Your gift supports 
local congregations and the Strategic Plan guiding our growth, 
innovation, and ministry for the future. 
 

Be part of shaping the next century of hope, faith, and community. 
Give today: https://giftswithvision.ca/.../100-years-of-hope-
building...  
#UCCan #GWV2025 #MakeaDifference #GiveHope 
#GiftswithVision #DeepBoldDaring #Toward2035 

 

 

https://giftswithvision.ca/collections/gifts/products/100-years-of-hope-building-the-future-together?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExck1LQ3lRc1lyQm9MQ2ZpRnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7quVClmRWHqh5epDJVWCvi-C1W7CvOQ_AuQgH7pMiyAQcKe79MYbHljvnEsA_aem_VEXLM2k1WW5tRDbO8Qu00Q
https://giftswithvision.ca/collections/gifts/products/100-years-of-hope-building-the-future-together?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExck1LQ3lRc1lyQm9MQ2ZpRnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7quVClmRWHqh5epDJVWCvi-C1W7CvOQ_AuQgH7pMiyAQcKe79MYbHljvnEsA_aem_VEXLM2k1WW5tRDbO8Qu00Q
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/uccan?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUe8-n1-MHwIejvjdlVjnwAEWnyqAL0KGcto_9Ns1MroFnKtrCqopTkjii75T8Yn5melD1BUt9z-imXQ402dsuiuDNsXbukH5PJxVgau6C6XMpIabPMJw123bqg_HnMyUxoHgSDhB3xzICMz99QdgRtLfJVvLtnGvEwaSaVgaRjabw7PBb7bM9EgAimvoOz65g&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/gwv2025?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUe8-n1-MHwIejvjdlVjnwAEWnyqAL0KGcto_9Ns1MroFnKtrCqopTkjii75T8Yn5melD1BUt9z-imXQ402dsuiuDNsXbukH5PJxVgau6C6XMpIabPMJw123bqg_HnMyUxoHgSDhB3xzICMz99QdgRtLfJVvLtnGvEwaSaVgaRjabw7PBb7bM9EgAimvoOz65g&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/makeadifference?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUe8-n1-MHwIejvjdlVjnwAEWnyqAL0KGcto_9Ns1MroFnKtrCqopTkjii75T8Yn5melD1BUt9z-imXQ402dsuiuDNsXbukH5PJxVgau6C6XMpIabPMJw123bqg_HnMyUxoHgSDhB3xzICMz99QdgRtLfJVvLtnGvEwaSaVgaRjabw7PBb7bM9EgAimvoOz65g&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/givehope?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUe8-n1-MHwIejvjdlVjnwAEWnyqAL0KGcto_9Ns1MroFnKtrCqopTkjii75T8Yn5melD1BUt9z-imXQ402dsuiuDNsXbukH5PJxVgau6C6XMpIabPMJw123bqg_HnMyUxoHgSDhB3xzICMz99QdgRtLfJVvLtnGvEwaSaVgaRjabw7PBb7bM9EgAimvoOz65g&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/giftswithvision?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUe8-n1-MHwIejvjdlVjnwAEWnyqAL0KGcto_9Ns1MroFnKtrCqopTkjii75T8Yn5melD1BUt9z-imXQ402dsuiuDNsXbukH5PJxVgau6C6XMpIabPMJw123bqg_HnMyUxoHgSDhB3xzICMz99QdgRtLfJVvLtnGvEwaSaVgaRjabw7PBb7bM9EgAimvoOz65g&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/deepbolddaring?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUe8-n1-MHwIejvjdlVjnwAEWnyqAL0KGcto_9Ns1MroFnKtrCqopTkjii75T8Yn5melD1BUt9z-imXQ402dsuiuDNsXbukH5PJxVgau6C6XMpIabPMJw123bqg_HnMyUxoHgSDhB3xzICMz99QdgRtLfJVvLtnGvEwaSaVgaRjabw7PBb7bM9EgAimvoOz65g&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/toward2035?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUe8-n1-MHwIejvjdlVjnwAEWnyqAL0KGcto_9Ns1MroFnKtrCqopTkjii75T8Yn5melD1BUt9z-imXQ402dsuiuDNsXbukH5PJxVgau6C6XMpIabPMJw123bqg_HnMyUxoHgSDhB3xzICMz99QdgRtLfJVvLtnGvEwaSaVgaRjabw7PBb7bM9EgAimvoOz65g&__tn__=*NK-R


Annual Women’s Retreat 

 
January 9th – 11th  

Galilee Centre, Arnprior 
$325.00 

Mark your calendars – Flyers and Registration Forms available 
from Lauren Barbour or Leona Wall following worship. 
 

Junior and Senior Youth Christmas Party 
is on Dec. 7 at 4:00 pm. Christmas Jeopardy, 
pizza, and gift exchange are some of the fun 
activities planned for that night. Bring a 
wrapped gift from your own home (not 
purchased) to exchange with friends. 

Examples include mugs, homemade treats, tea or chocolate boxes, a 
favorite book you've already read, RSVP to Huda by Dec. 1. 

    
Cooking with Paul and Rob Returns! 
Inviting all youth ages 13 and up for an afternoon of 
Christmas cookie baking. Please join us in the big 
kitchen on Sunday Nov. 30 @ 12:30-2:30 pm. We’ll 
start with Pizza lunch and then make a ton of 
cookies for Caring Kitchens and/or IFTC and eat 
the rest. Bring a friend! Please register with Huda by 
Nov. 28. 
 
The youth band is preparing to join Dalesong for 
the Dec 24th 5pm family service. 
Are you a youth? youth at heart? Do you play an 
instrument? even just a little. Please join us. Email 
Keith before Dec 6th so that he can get the music to 
you. keith@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca  

 

Dec 14th - rehearsal BAND only after service 
Dec 17 - rehearsal with Dalesong 7pm 
Dec 21 - rehearsal with Dalesong after service  
Dec 24 - rehearsal before service 4pm  
Dec 24 - early Christmas service with youth band 5pm service 

mailto:keith@parkdaleunitedchurch.ca


Parkdale youth and young adults are invited to 
help serve at IFTC Saturday, Dec. 6, from 3:30 to 
6:00 p.m.  We are in need of a few parent servers to 
stay and work alongside the youth.  If your youth 
(and you) are available, please contact Huda by Nov. 
30 to confirm. 
 

 
Advent Devotion: Pause, Pray and Disrupt: 
Advent Vigil for Palestine 
Wednesdays, 7:00 PM via Zoom. A vigil by the 
United Church of Canada, facilitated by Heather 
Douglas.   
Dates: Dec. 3, Dec. 10, Dec. 17th.  
Please email Huda to register. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85228029761?pwd=0uoNpoPgsn2juZ5woJ
utdM6jHX3eGx.1 
 

Meeting ID: 852 2802 9761 
Passcode: 694549 
 
 

Zatoun & Za’atar: available for purchase 
after the service. 
Zatoun (olive in Arabic) is Fair Trade Extra 
Virgin Olive Oil & Za’atar is a natural herb 
companion to Zatoun. This Olive Oil is widely 
regarded as one of the best olive oils available. 

It is Cold Pressed, with acidity < 1%. Bottle size is 750 ml . The Za’atar 
is a thyme & sumac herb mix produced from a certain variety of thyme 
indigenous to Palestine and is used as topping or seasoning. Proceeds are 
used to directly benefit Palestinian farmers and children living in 
occupied Palestine and to create awareness for peace in Palestine.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85228029761?pwd=0uoNpoPgsn2juZ5woJutdM6jHX3eGx.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85228029761?pwd=0uoNpoPgsn2juZ5woJutdM6jHX3eGx.1


 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 


